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PREFACE.

Now a days Sanskrit is studied in English Schools
from the first and second book of Sanskrit, published
by the Educational Department. These books indeed
contain as much of grammar as is necessary, nay
more, for practical purposes.. But experience tells
us that with all his knowledge of grammar a student,
even of the seventh standard is much less able to
make out the meaning of a new but simple S'loka
than he who has gone through only five or six
Sargas of any Kdvya according to the old system of
studying sanskrit. The reason is plain. The student
is not to be blamed. For, in proportion to his progress
in grammar, his reading is confined only to the two
books, and is not thus varied and extensive., A
student of the English standard IV or V begins to
read new books containing easy stories, and he finds
many such written in a style suitable to his ability.
Such however is not the case with the student of
Sanskrit. After completing the two books he must
read either the Hitopadesha, the Panchatantra or
the Raghuvamsha all of them a little too difficult
for him. The first two books contain easy passages
indeed, but they do (especially the second) also
contain in many places passages too difficult even
for an advanced student. When a student begins
to read any book with himself, he must find it in-
teresting and what is still more necessary that he
must be able to understand it a little so as to
produce interest in reading, otherwise he becomes
disgusted with it and leaves the reading. The stu-
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dent of the fifth standard reads with interest some
small easy English books, while the sanskrit student
reads under compulsion the two books, the only once
that he can read and are accessible to him.

To remove this long felt difficulty, it has been
thought advisable to print and publish easy and
interesting episodes from the R4méyana and the
Mih4bhdrata with easy notes in sanskrit at the foot
of each page of the text and to sell them at cheap
price that they may be within the reach of every
student. The present book ‘ Viduraniti’ is the first
we offer to the public. Any new composition to
meet this want would become harsh to the ear and
fall too short to produce that sweet-ness of honeyed
tongue of Valmiki and Vydsa, so well-known to every
reader of sanskrit. The present book will be found
useful to both classes of students, Viz. those who
study sanskrit in the new as well as in the old way.
The object of giving foot-notes in sanskrit is that
the learner may be accustomed to consult sanskrit
notes and then gradually to understand the com-
mentaries on the Kévyds. As the Viduraniti contains
the subject of morality and politices the book will
no doubt, be acceptable to all. Some of its verses are
master pieces of their kind and were the student to
commit them to memory, he will easily gain an
exercise to his reasoning, a knowledge of worldly
politices and promptness in the use of sanskrit idio-
matic expressions and dignified thoughts.

BoMBAY
! EDITOR.
218t April 1886. } THE
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