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FOREWORD.

The name of Bhoja is familizz =2 that of a great author who
: ' Especially bhe was
SIS ; - aoetics, Undil  re-
R Loeooemis omorlr o Sestfes available  to
scholars was the Saxa, Thie work s notable for
its profuse quniabisus Yi: ambears whose opinions are
condensed and ariticised. The winobe wmalysis of ita subject-matber
accompanied by ept guotations mark out this work from the rest.
But scholars had always recognised that the Sarasvatikanthabharsna
was not the only work of Bhoja on Poetics and that he had wrifiten
a more voluminous and esxhaustive work, That the name of this
work was “Sringaraprakasa ” was also known. But the work was lost
to the world until recenily. The announcement of the discovery of the
msnuscripts of many rare and forgotten works in the search conducted
by the Madras Oriental Library party and its discovery of many
forgotten and aimost forgotten works in Malabar raiscd suddenly the
hopes of scholars about the discovery of other similar works. Inthe
course of his enguiry for such works His Holiness Sri Yatirajasvami
of Mysore came across » small fregment of this volumincus work from
a different quarter. Almost simultaneous with this the report of the
peripatetic party of the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, 1919,
announced the discovery of a complete manuscript of this long-lost work.
This work was only one of the many invaluable works then discovered.
His Holiness immediately went to Madras to study the manuseript and
if possible to publish it. But when he approached the Library he found
that the rules that guided the working of the Library were such that he
could not get at the manuseript, even the portion of it, a copy of which he
had with him and which he bad begun printing. He immediately began
a course of correspondence with the Government and requested thatin the
interests of Scholaiship the unnecessarily stringent rules that were $ill
then governiug iue working of the Library might be modified. The
Governmeni rzsdily granted his wish and all the books within the four
walls of the Lib:aty were thrown open fo any scholar for copying or
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publication. In the meanwhile His Holiness was able to securg, from
several notable scholars in Malabar further portions of the work. With
ths aid of these manuscripts he has set about publishing the entir. book
of which the portion that is now issued is the first instalment. It isto be
regretted that in spite of all these mannscripts there are still considerable
lacunae in the work. Agasin all these manuseripts seem to have been
several portions copied by different individuals at different times from

the same original. Consequently the defects in one
wlg‘ig‘:ﬁﬁf‘ mihe 4 annseript are copied in the others and the task of

publishing and editing is not in the least rendered
easier. (onsidering the great importance of the work for Sanskrif
Scholars, it is proposed fo issue the book as far as it has been dis-
covered in the forw it is now available. It is not ublikely that better
manuseripts of the work wight be discovered in the future that would
serve to clear all the difficulties in the present manuseripts and fill up
the lacunae. The present edition is offered now tentatively to acquaint
the scholarly world with the great iportance of the Sringaraprakasa
with a request to all owners of wanuscript treasures speciglly in Malabar
to find out if there are not wmong their possessions other manuscripis of
the book, If fortunately such manuseripts are discovered the further
portions of the book will not be subject to the same defects which are
unavoidably found in the present part.

A ghort ~count of the subject-matter of all the chapters (Prakasas)
of this voluminous work is given in the Sanskrii introduction which
would immediately show its iroportance and the places are noted where
the manuscript ks defective. Most of the verse: that are guoted as exam.
ples are given without indicating their sources. A considerable number
of these have heen traced to their sources; but huundreds yet remain
and event the names of the works whencethey are extractedare not known.
Again aweong the works whose nawes are given there are many which
are not extant at present. It is not unlikely that many verses which are
not at present traceable might have been taken from several of the
works that are mentioned by name in the work but are noi available.

Several extracts from this work throw valuable light on various
points of literary history and clear longstanding doubts. A few of these
are noticed here. In the eighth Prakasa there is 4 valuable anecdote
about Kalidasa, Vikramaditya and a King of Kuntala. According to
this. Kalidusa appears in the Court of Vikramaditya
as reporting to the latter how a feudatory of his
{(Vikramadilya), the king of Kuntalas was spending his days. The
verse that is reported as having been given by Kalidasa in reply

Datsa of Kalidaan,
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shows that the king of the Kunialas was a subordinate or feudatory
of Vikramaditys and was enjoying very great favour at his hands
and that Kalidasa was for a time an envoy or ambassador at the
Kuntala King’s Court and was enjoying as such very great
respect. From this anecdote coupled with another recorded in
Kshemendra’s Auchityavicharacharcha, Kalidusa appears to have
written a book called Euntalesvaradautya or * Embassy to the Court
of the Kuntalae King ” where he appears to bave given some autobio-
graphical hints. Thiz coupled with the fact that Pravarasena, the
author of the Setubandha was called Kuntalesa in literature and the
tradition that Kaelidasa helped Pravarasens in writing the Sefubandha
finally fix the dates of Kalidasa and Pravarasena and add much to our
knowledge of the literary history of the period.

Again, a small incident found in the ‘‘ Svapnavasavadatt
published as Bhasa’s at Trivandrum, the Samudragri-
havrittanta is also found quoted as from Svapnavasa-
vadetta in the twelfth Prakasa thus establishing that that drama is
Bhesa's work or at any rate an abridgement of the latter.

Bhasa.

Sanskrit anthologists have references fo a Poetess called Vikatani.
tamba although nothing is 5o far known about her life or work. Bhoja
giving & verse long current as recording her praise says that she was s
Punarbhu, a widow that had married again. This adds a very interesting
social detail about am authoress whose name still lives on in Sanskrit
Literature although her works appear to have been lost.

Among the verses guoted ag illustrafions in the present work a
very considerable proportion are in Prakrit. At
present there are available to the student only a few
Prakrit works like the Gathasaptasati and the Setubandha. All
the verses in the present work that could be traced to the available Prakrit
poems have been located. But by far the larger portion yet remain and
there is mo hope of finding out their sources as long as the number of
ancient Prakrit works available continue what it is. Bhoja even appears
to prefer quotations from Prakrit works to those froma Sanskrit, But
unfortunately he has not given the names of the works or anthors he
is quoting from. It only shows that Prakrit works were very popular
at that period. More than that it appears that the habit of writing
Kavyas in Prakrit was more popular than in Sanskrit. Most of this
literature appears to be irretrievably lost.

Prakrit quotatlions.

In this conneciion & short motice of the Prakrit amthology of the
Andhra king Hala Satavahana, the Gtathagaptasati

Gathampiesail sy not be out of place. It is curious that although
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this work is called the Naptasati or “ The Seven bundreds”, no two
manuscripts of the wark give the same verses. Thus if all
the separate verses given in the several recemsions of the work
are added together, the total number of the verses comes to
more than two thousands although the manuscripts contain only seven
hundred in each case. The names of the anthors of many of these
works sre given. Buat all the suthory with the exception of one or two
are completely unknown to the modern stadent. A comprehensive and
critical edition of the work would greatly add to the knowledge of the
Prakrit literature possessed by the modern stadent. Such a ecritical
edition of the (athasaptasate i being prepared by His Holiness the
Yatirajasvami, and it is needless to express here that the edition would
be a monumental cne wonsdesing his wide learning and experience,
Famous Prakrit works like the Brihathatha of Gunadbya and the
Lilavat: noticed m varions plaee. literature, but are now lost, seem to
have been stil extant in the thme of Bhoja.

It now remains to deteraine the age when Bhoja lived.  Although
wany other Indian Sovercigns devoted their time and leisare to the pursuit
of literature and produeed works and thus made themselves immeortal yes
there appear to have been very few who can he compared to Bhoja. The
number of works on the various subjects thas a ppear under the name of
Bhofa are not a few. And they eover over a wide range of snbjects.
Bheja, the aathor of all these works was a king of the Paramara dynasty
that had its eapital ¢ Dhard in Malva, A number of inscriptions
of several wewmbers of the funilv to which I3hoja belonged have been
publsiicd. Frow these his date has been fized.
He wis the son of Sindhursis and nepkew of Munja
Vakpatiraja,  His uncle Munjs had a very fong War with the Chalukya
sovereign Twlapa ind was 2t jfugth captured by his enemy and put
to an ignowinous death. fhidhena, the Court Poet of the Chalukys
Vikramadicva VIE ard the wathes of Vikrarankadevacharita says in
his work that he wax o FERtemipivey of Bhaojs whom he might have
visited had he hked. similuis Alvdvuni, the famnous Persian Historian
mentiens Bhoja az 5 conteinporary. From ali these i becomes plain
that the period of his literary activity extended roughly over the first
balf of the 11th century.

Daie of Bheja,

His father Sindhurajs and hi: uncle Munja were both men of
letters and patrons of pocts. Their non literary netivities angd patronage
attracted a large number of Bterary wen ronnd them. Works like the
Dasarvupaka, by Dhauiks wn: Donnunjays produced in his unele's
Court should huve paved the way in due course for the Barasvati-
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kanthabharans and the Sringaraprakasa. The minute analysis of the
subject-matter and the selections of hundreds of quotations, to illustrate
fine shades of emotion as is done in the Sringaraprakasa should have
been the work of quite a large number of scholars, all working under

the direction of a president who in the present case happens to be none
elee than the cultured Sovereign.

Of thiz voluminous work the portion now presented to the public
extends over the Prakasas 22 to 24 dealing with Anunragasthapana,
Vipralambhasambhogaprakase and Vipralambha. The peculiarities
of these chapters are not dealt with in this short preface. It is proposed
to reserve it for a full disoussion of the contents of the whole work
when the publication is complete.

Before closing these remarks a few words about the publisher
- His Holiness Sri Yatirajasvamin of Melkote, may not be out of
place. Scholars would be interested tc know that he is the same
as Pandit A, Anantacharya formerly of the DMysore Archso-
logical Department, the author of the illuminating dissertation on
Bhamaha and the discoverer of the first copy of the Swapnavesava-
datte. His articles in Sanskrit on Bhasa have already been available
to scholars. Since writing the above he has given up the life of a
Grihasta and becoming a Sanyasin has become the head of the Yatiraja
Mutt of Mysore, established originally by Sri Ramanuja. In addition
to the multifarious activities in the new sphere as a Sanyasin he has
found ftime for the study and publication of these works. If proper
response comes forward to take advantage of these, he hopes to
make this edition of the Sringaraprakasa, the first of & series of
Sanskrit publications with permanent subscribexs.

A. RANGASWAMI SARASVATI,
Assistant, Archeological Department,
Madras (Epigraphy).
TRIFLICANE, MADRAS,}
13t June, 1926.
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