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BRIHANNILA TANTRA.

PREFACE.

The edition of the above appearing for the first time
in the Devanagari Script is based on the collation of the
following :—

F. A manuscript written in the Devanagari script. Fresh.
Contains nine chapters onlv. Consists of fortysix leaves, each
leaf having twentyiour lines with twentyvtwo letters per line.
Measures 13" x 93",

Begins

ST SfTOET 9 : I S7 aEesTad |
FETEIOETES 9 TiEaEaq |
OIE 9IEC 297 ae7 sanaanedar
ends

- - - ~
'SITSUT"?JT TZ AESUERESHaIEE |
- e

g SHETES T ?rqmnm "7=E=E |
fa gEdlmary JEIEeeTE agd: gZa: |

@. The printed edition in the Bengali script of the Kamakhya
and other allied Tantras prepared for the press and publiched

by Rasikamohana Chattopadhyava son of Anandamohana
Chattopadhyaya.
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INTRODUCTION.

The Tantra of which the first edition appears in the
following pages bears the designation of Nilatantram. It is so
called because it supplies every information in connection with
the worship of Nila Sarasvati How the goddess of wisdom
became Nila ( blue } s at length described in the eleventh
chapter of this Tantra.

It is written in the form of a dialogue in which
Mahakalabhairava appears as the speaker and Mahakali as the
hearer. It contains twentyfour chapters. Contents of these are
briefly mentioned in the first chapter. The Tantra is evidently
later in composition than the Gandharvatantra to which it

refers and the Durgasaptasati etc.,, from which stanzas are
borrowed and made its own.

SUMMARY OF CHAPTERS.

CHAPTER I

In this the Devi requests Bhairava toreveal the Nilatantra,
as promised at the time when the Kalitantra was revealed.
Bhairava affirms the promise and declares that the Tantra
which he 1s to reveal should be duly preserved and concealed
as that leads to many blessings. First he briefly mentions the
important topics of the Tantra and then begins description of

Tara in all her forms together with the way in which she is
to be worshipped.

Tlﬂf mantra of Nilasarasvati consisting of five syllables
reads as I &I &7 § 2. Of this Vasishtha is the sage,
Vrahati the metre, Nilasarasvati the deity and the object acquisi-
tion of poetic power. Practitioner of the mantra is advised to
perform the bathing €tc., in the right manner according to both
torms Vedic and Tantric. He has to use in so doing particular

mantras for particular acts such as %% for besmearing the body with
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earth and g for removal of dirt etc. Sandhya is to be done thrice
a day and the Gayatri to be muttered therein is as follows : —
JUE e gEe gmiE adr gd gSEa

CHAPTER 11

This chapter describes the Puja or worship of the
Nilasarasvati, [t is to be done in out-of-the-way places
such as deserts, cremation grounds, Jungles, hills and hillocks.
Worship of the deities Ganesa, Kshetrapala, Yogini and Vatuka
with «if, 5ff, =f, af comes at the beginning. While entering the
altar Brahma and Vastupurusha receive their worship. Deviis
to be meditated upon as occupying the seat of jewels at the
foot of the desire-granting tree, Water required for worshipping
is to be purified with the mantra St a31g% § ®F SA1ET and the
hands with St £ fags S9OQE gAY AAIEAFEATTT  SF ®T
=TT . Sipping 1s to be done wuh If ®Z TAW@T . Tuft of the
hair at the head 1s to be tied with @7 @GS IFW ITHRR
ot &% TITZT and purification of earth with I TH TH I T EHIGL.

The sacrificial altar i1s to be besprinkled with the water
purified in the manner given above. In the four gates Ganesa
etc.. are to receive their worship. The mantra reading as =T =4-
T e ST Sf ®E =T 1s muttered in warding
off evil influences. The earth 1s to be consecrated with I I7-
TH § T €TEl. SF W @ 9579 § &F €91 is the mantra in
consecrating the seat  The practitioner after occupying the seat is
io begin worshipping, first dressing himself properly and purifying
his mind etc., with the mantra given above for tying the tuft
cf hair. Then he is to draw a diagram on a vessel of gold
etc., consisting of eight-petalled lotus, 1 @1 % & coming 1n
the leaves of the four quarters East etc. In the diagram Ganesa
etc, also receive their worship. The Pitha Sakis of Tara
Lakshmi etc., are worshipped in the eight leaves. After wor-
shipping these and performing bodily punfication, the practitioner
has to consider the world as etheric and his own self as identical
with Tara whose form is described at page eleven.
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Insructions for drawing the diagram and placing
ine various utensils of worship on them are given after this
along wrth the particular mantras for Afiga-nyasa. The practitioner
s to offer after Anga-nyasa sixteen articles such as water for
r=at etc. Some of these. flower etc., are said to be of various
minds  The atrendant deines of Tara such as Vawrochana etc., are

. . s . =~
<0 bs worshipped in the eight petals with the mantra st

a .

sETe7 wasg § ©e w3iet and Padmantaka, Yamantaka,
' ntaka and Narzkantaka in the four cates of the Yantra.

[and
[§]e]
ol
o
3]

\
Oirenng 2 Homa 1s essenual as also sacrificing a goat in the

same The mantra to be used in the latter iz S & ST

~ - ~

e ™

SEITIYY T8 ¥g ¥g Hglue HgIWd 8§49 Jura Te  9]Eenr
Ay A ~ o~ ~_ T

STFEET HRTI 3T IT 151 Iged gxaasgarag | he letters

~ - -
o: the mantra &1 &1 § ®¢ are to be meditated upon in
Muiadhara. Svadhishthana, navel and heart respectively or in the
tongue collecnvely. Before singing the encomiastic hymn (Stuti)
the practinoner must request the Devi to accept the Japa with the

antra given 1n the text along with the Tarasataka at the end.

~]

e latter also appears mn the Sakrapramoda.
CHAPTER III

It emphasises the importance and describes the way
of Diksha or Initiaton. Every {ollower of the Devi must
have it from a real spintual teacher. The latter is to have
Self-control, decency of dress, absence of hypocrsy, good
conduct, intense longing tor worshipping the Dewvi etc. Care is
to be taken in selecting the day and place for initiation.
Auspicious days are the sixth ( bright ) of Bhadoon, fourteenth
( dark ) of Assoon, minth ( bright } of Poh, fourth ( bright ) of
Magha, thirteenth of Chaitra, third ( bright ) of Vaisakha, tenth
{ bright ) of Jeth, fifth ( bnght } of Har, fifth ( dark ) of Sawan.
The places are cow-sheds, temples, crematorinms, river-banks
and hills. The teacher 1s to whisper the mantra in the ear
of the Initiate after worshipping and offering Homa to the Devi.
The latter should take care that the former feels sansfied in

every way. At the end of the ceremony the mitiate is to feed the
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Brahmanas and young maidens. Offering worship to the teacher
completes the ceremony.

CHAPTER IV

Purascharana or practising the mantra is discussed in
this chapter. In Purascharana five things are to be done, namely
muttering of mantra, offering Homa, libation, bathing and feeding
Brahmanas. The practitioner has to remember that =i is the
heart of Kalimantra as &t of Tara and £t of all Devis in general.
He has to mutter the mantra a thousand tmes, eating food
in the evening, sleeping on the earth and avoiding females.
The rosarv to be used in muttering must be of the frontal
bone of the human head, containing fiftv beads strung together
with the thread spun by a Brahman lady. The form of the rosary
and the thread used in stringing varv according to the ends
in view. For the consecration of the Mala it is of great impor-
tance that each bead of it should be considered as representing a
letter of the alphabet and when telling it the letter should be
muttered preceded and followed by the Malamantra. Perfor-
mance of the Homa also is necessary for the said purpose.
The letters of the mantra serve as letters only unless the mind
of the practitioner is fixed on the path of Sushumna. The
dailly muttering is to be counted with the help of the finger-
joints. These are the muddle and bottom joints ring fingen
three joints little finger, top-joint ring finger, three joints mud-finger
and bottom-joint index finger. Such a Mala is called the Mala
of Sakt. Muttering the mantra of the deitv called Kulluka is
essential for getting success in the worship of Tara. It consists
of the three letters 1 &1 §. Kulluka is described as
having four hands with a dagger in the left hand and blue
in colour. Loud utterance of a mantra in a proper manner
with the mantra being vitalized is of higher value than the
ordinary muttering of it. Homa, Tarpana and Abbhisheka
follow Japa invariably. Cultivation of the devotional spint is
declared as an efficient cause of success in each mantra.
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CHAPTER V

This chapter deals with the occasional worship, the
Pithzs and their presiding deities. In order of importance daily
worshis comes first, then the occasional and lastly the purposeful.
Tn the case of the last two worshipping should be continued

objzct 15 not geined. The sight and fourteenth

byt (O
£

M

w

the sacred days. Worship, if done on
cmese davs with particular offerings, leads to the particular
~ojecis of cesire. Use of wine is siricily prombited except at
the ume oi worship because it has been cursed and condemnad
br Sukra. Substitutes also are given for wine such as wet
cinger, whev with sugar. In the cowrse or describing the
mportarce of Namarlipa menton 1s made of ths pames of
:me Pithas and other sacred places together with those of the

.
cemes worshipped in them.

CHAPTER VI

In this, worship of the Dewi through the medium of
girl or a maiden iz described at length. Making an offering
Jackals forms part of this worship. It is to be conducted with

= .0 S b R T
manira =7 Al KT SMHENRC ANy =8 849 99 Hg

4]

!

"
b 3

Ay
A

=iz |

The eight wees named in the text are to be revered
by the Kula worshipper. He has to be ceremonious and respec-
ful towards all women and mutter a particular mantra siven
in the text on seeing a vulture etc. On the third day
Vaigskha he 1s also to dulv worship Mahakali described as
having four arms with Abhaya, Vara, Khadga and Mundamala
and wearing a garland of skulls. Mantra of Mzhaksk is given
as T1 &1 etc. (see page 20).

I
o1

1 : -
Fach day 1s supposed to represent in pars the six

seasons for the purpose of performing the siz acis such as

- ) -y )
Marana, Mohana etc., midnight representing autumn, mor

T ning
beginning of winter, forencon ramy stason, evening winter
- .
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These six acts are described in the text as also the seasons
during which their performance is prescribed. Details regarding
these are also furnishedin the text. Use of wine in the worship
of Kali is compulsory. Purilication of the same is done with
the mantra and the hymn given in the text. Particular offer-
rings are to be made for particular objects of life. The mantra
reading as I U7 etc. | page ninetyone ) and others are given
for getting poetic power etc, at the end.

CHAPTER VII

This chapter deals with the six acts of the black magic
and the worship of the girls. Various herbs, various diagrams
and various mantras are discussed in this connection. The eight-
syllabled mantra @ i 31 @ &1 ®T %9127 is said to be the
essence of all the mantras. The mantra of Khadgachamunda
is believed to impart poetic power. The worshipper of Tara
is instructed to have his son when born duly sanctiied by
writing the mantra on the latter’s tongue. A hymn is given
which requires being recited in the presence of the baby's
mother to ward off all evil influences from the baby. Mahachina-
krama or the sacred Tantric worship of the chinese is fully
described in the pages {02 to 110

Worship of the girls of varyving ages from one year to
sixteen 1is explained at length towards the end of the chapter.

CHAPTER VI

It describes the Yantra etc., of Tara which consists
of the two trangles with a centre surrounded by a hexagon,
an eight-petalled lotus, a circle and a rectangle. The six deities
Kali etc.,, are to be worshipped in the hexagon, the three
deides Ugra etc, in the outer triangle and other three derties
Matra etc., in the inner triangle. Mahakala is to receive his
worship on the right side of Tara. The artcles of worship are
also mentioned and among these varieties of wine and other
offerings are included. Exemption of various persons from heinous
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crimes is hinted at as in the Gandarva Tantra. Kaligayatri is given
N ~ ~ oD ~n_ o~ ~. ~ o~ ha

2o GIFRSIT (g9s YEQEHUEST A 0 W AHEIIE |

Kumari - Sadhana also finds mention in this chapter.

Among all the goddesses mentioned in the Tantras
Tara, Kali and Aniruddha-sarasvati are considered as of highest
importance. Kali mantra is given as g gt § & =l i @i giw-
T 1 S0 &0 £ § &f gf. [his mantra 1s said to be the
chief of the mantras and has as such various applications. The
well-known ten Samskaras of the mantras such as birth etc.,
as also the worship of the Kundalini are given at the end.

CHAPTER IX

Vira-sadhana forms the subject-matter of this chapter.
It 15 to be conducted strictly during the night and the amount
of the muttering of the mantra varies according to the mantra.
in the case of a single-syllabled mantra, muttering is to be
done ten thousand times, in the case of the two-syllabled eight
thousand times and so on. The practitioner is instructed to

rise above all fears in order to get success in this Sadhana.

CHAPTER X

Lata-sadhana is given in this, [t is to be performed
under the trees sacred to the Tantric worshippers. Here also
the dead body of a human being is to be used.

CHAPTER XI

In it come the other mantras associated with Tara.
3T g1 BT & ®E comes first. The seventeen-lettered mantra -
of Ugra-tara is given as SV 9 431 wzmasr warafd Aty wvzr,
The mantra of Nila-sarasvati reads as o g o aar wen qT
T AEANEE W W R QG € O & wiT wi SO €E
An anecdote explaining how Sarasvati has become Nilasarasvati
15 also given in this chapter.
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CHAPTER XII

In the above Bhairava relates how the Devi appeared
under the name and form of Nilasarasvati. It is said that
when demons harassed the Devas and drove them away from
heaven, the latter under the leadership of Indra sought the protec-
tion first of Brahma, then of Vishnu and lastly of Siva. All
the three being unable to remove the cause of their fear approached
Mahakalt. She being pleased with their worship created at her
will another deity equally powertul called Tarini for the destruc-
tion of the demons and restoration of the Devas to their former
glory. The latter thereupon turned their attention towards
Tarini so devotedly that she felt moved to create out of herself
twelve other goddesses called Kali etc. who destroyed the
demons and protected the Devas.

CHAPTER XIII

In this are discussed the mantra etc. of Mahakali. The X

mantra reads as If &f &1 ¥ & Wi & H1 & & & &f. She is

-
/

described as cloud-dark, naked, seated on corpse, wearing &

a garland of skulls and having in hand skull, sword, Vara and
Abhaya. For getting success in the practice of her mantra,
her Gayatri as given in the 8th chapter is to be muttered
twenty thousand times. Vira-sadhana forms a part of her
worship.

CHAPTER XIV

This chapter deals with the worship of Kamaxhva and
Tripura. The mantra and the details of the worship are given
m the text. Many of these details resemble those of the wor-
ship of Kali. The sixtyfour Yoginis named in the text are
to receive the worship in the diagram of Kamakhya. The mantra

. . B e e =5 . .

of Tripura is given as @ @i &i:. Her worship is to be done
through the medium of a triangle.

CHAPTER XV

This chapter furnishes description of some sacred places.

2
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These are mountains— Darpana, Vayukita, Asvakata, Bhasmakata,
Maniktta, Sukanta, Rakshahkiita, Pandunatha, Brahmakdita,
Nilakata, Kajjalachala;  Springs— Agnikunda, Somakunda,
Urvasikunda and Rivers—Mangala, Sasvati, Kapila. Gods and
goddesses to whom these places are sacred are mentioned
in the text together with the details of their worship.

CHAPTER XVI

Sixteenth patala describes the sacred days and the
articles with which the Deviis to be bathed during the twelve
months from Baisakh to Chet. Offerings which are to be made
to the Devi after giving the bath are also mentioned in the text.

CHAPTER XVII

The worship of Kali forms the subject-matter of the
chapter. On the fourteenth day of the dark hall of Kartik,
Kali 15 to be worshipped during the night. She is described
as three-eyed, black in colour, indulging in a boisterous laughter,
wearing a garland of skulls and having in four hands respec-
tively scissors, skull, Abhaya and Vara. Instructions regarding
the construction of Kundas or sacrificial pits specially of their
parts such as Mekhala, Yoni, Nabbhi, Bila etc., are given in
the text. The eighteen Samskaras to which these Kundas are
to be subjected are also described. The mantra of the fire-god
reads as 19g T19g®W IW 29 g2 22 9F U @EH FEACT
w9121 . Belore the offering is made into the fire it is
to be consecrated by performing the rites Garbhadhana etc., of
the fire. Kaliis also to be worshipped on the seventh day
(bright half ) of Magha. The worship of Sandhya is given at
the end of the chapter. She is described as two-armed, dressed

in yellow garments, red in colour, with three eyes having a
book and Sikshasttra in the hands.

CHAPTER XVIii
The Sahasra-nama of Tara is given in

CHAPTER XIX

This chapter gives the Kavacha and Guptamantra

this chapter.

of Tara.
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CHAPTER XX

This chapter besides supplving the hundred names of
Tara discusses how the Sakti element i1s more essential for
the evolution of the world.

CHAPTER XXI

Convertion of baser metals into gold, reducing either
to motionlessness or ashes of quick silver and triple disposition
of the practitioner us divine, heroic and beastly are mentioned
in this chapter.

CHAPTER XXII

The Sahasra-nama of Kali is given in this chapter.
CHAPTER XXIII

The hundred names of Kali are given in this chapter.

CHAPTER XXIV

In this chapter the mantra of Annaptrna and her
hundred names are given. The mantra reads perhaps as ZT

FHIY WH ¥ E(E I19T WET |

Srinag < 1
gar, Kashmir. } M. S. KAUL.

16th January 1941
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