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GENERAL INTRODUCTION
TO THE

Madras Government Oriental Series.

u— PR

The Government of Madras took up for
consideration the question of publication of the
various manuscripts in different languages on
subjects like Philosophy, Medicine, Science, etc.,
early in May 1948. Important manuscript libraries
in the Madras Presidency were requested to send a
list of unpublished manuscripts with them for
favour of being considered by the Governinent for
publication. The Homnorary Secretary of the
Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s Sarasvathi Mahal
Library, Tanjore, alone complied with this request.
This list as well as a similar list of unpublished
manuscripts in the Government Oriental Manus-
cripts Library, were carefully examined and a
tentative selection of manuscripts suitable for
publication was made. The Government in their
Memorandum No. 34913/48-10 Education, dated
4-4-1949, constituted an Expert Committee with the
Curator of the Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library, Madras, as the Secretary, for the final
selection of manuscripts suitable for printing and
for estimating the cost of publication.
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The following are members of the Committee:

Sri T. M. Narayanaswami Pillai, M A., B L.,
»s R.P.SethuPillai, BA,BL,

» C. M. Ramachandra Chetsiar, B A, B L.,
Sri R- Krishnamoorthy, (Kalki)

Dr. N. Venkataramanayya, M.A., PH D,
Sri M. Ramanuja Rao Naidu, M A., L.T.,
s V- Prabhakara Sastri,

» N. Venkata Rao, M A,

,» H.Sesha Ayyangar,

10. ,, Masthi Venkatesa Ayvangar, M A.,
11. ,, M. Mariappa Bhat, M.A, L.T.,

12. Dr. C. Achyuta Menon, B.A., PH.D,

13. ,, C. Kunhan Raja, M A., D, PHIL,

14. ,, A.Sankaran,MA,PH.D,LT.,

15. Sri P 8. Rama Sastri,

16. ,, S K. Ramanatha Sastri,

17. Dr. M. Abdul Hag, M.A , D. Phil. (Oxon),
18. Afzul-ul-Ulma Hakim Khader Ahamed,
19. 8Sri P. D. Joshi,

20. , S Gopalan, BA., B.L,

21. 3 T.Chandrasekharan, M.A., L.T.

W 00 T N OO

The raembers of the Committee formed into
Sub-Committeesfor the various languages, Sanskrit,
Tamil, Telugu, Keunada, Malayalam, Marathi and
Islamic Languages: They met during the month of
May, 1949, at Madras and Tanjore to examine the
manugcripts and make a selection. The recommen-
dations of the Committee were accepted by the
Government in G- O, No. Mis. 2745 Education, dated
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31—-~8—1949 and they decided to call these publica-
tions as the “Madras Government Oriental
Series,” and appointed the Curator, Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, as the
General Editor of the publications.

The following manuscripts have been taken up
for publication during the current year:

“A” Fom the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library, Madras.

TAMIL

Kappal Sattiram

Anubhava Vaidya Murai
Attanakolahalam

Upadesa Kandam

Colan Purva Pattayam

Konga Desa Rajakkal

Sivajnana Dipam

Sadasiva Rupam, with commentary.

QO D T W oo

TELUGU.

Sangitaratnakaramu
Aushadha Yogamulu
Vaidya Nighantuvu
Dhanurvidya Vilasamu
Yoga Darsana Vishayamu
Khadga Lakshana Siromani.

Gt e
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SANSKRIT.

1. Vishanarayanivam

2. Bhargava Nadika

3. Hariharacaturangam

4. Brahmasutravrtti—Mitaksara
o- Nywyavasiddhanta Thattvamirtam.

MALAYALAM.

1. Grarbha Cikitsa
2. a-. Vastulakshanam
b, Silpasastram
¢c. Silpavishayam
3. Mahasaram
4. Kanakkusaram
9. Kriyakramam

KANNADA.

1. 1.okopakara
2. Rattamata -
3. Asvasastram
4. a. Aushadhagaln

b. Vaidyavishaya
. Sangitaratnakara
6. Supasastra.

ISLLAMIC LANGUAGES.
1. Jamil-Al-Ashya
&. Tibb-E-Faridi
8. Tahqig-Al-Buhran
4., Safinat-Al-Najat.
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“B” From the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s
Sarasvathi Mahal Library. Tanjore.

TAMIL.

1 Sarabhendravaidya Murai (Diabetes)
2 Do. (E N.&T.)
3. Konkanarsarakku Vaippu
4. Tiruccirrambalakovaiyar with Padavurai
5 Sarabhendra Vaildya Murai—

(Ansemia & Jaundice)
6 Talasamudram
7 Bharatam

8 a. Pandikeli Vilasa Natakam
b Pururava Cakravarti Natakam
¢. Madana Sundara Vilasa Natakam

9 Percy Macqueen’s Collection in the Madras
University Library on Folklore

10. Ramaiyan Ammanai

11. Sarabhendra Vaidya Murai — (Asthma,
Cough and other lung diseases)

TELUGU.

Kamandakanitisaramu
Taladasapranapradipika
Raghunatha Nayakabhyudayamu
Rajagopala Vilasamu
Ramayanamu by Katta Varadaraju

el

i
)

MAHRATHI.

1. Natyasastrasangraha
2.a. Folk Songs
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b. Dora Dharun Veni Paddhati
a¢. Asvasa Catula Dumani

3.  Pratapasimhendra Vijaya Prabandha
4. a. Sarabhendra Tirthavali

b. Lavani
5. Devendra Kuravanji
6, Bhakta Vilasa
7. Sloka Baddha Ramayana
SANSKRIT.
1. Asvasastra with Tricolour Illustrations
2. Rajamrganka
3 Ananda Kandam
4. Ayurvedamahodadhi
d.

Gita Govinda Abhinaya
6 a. Colacampu
b- Sahendra Vilasam

7.  Dharmakutam-Sundara Kanda
8.  Jatakasara
9.  Vishnutattvanirnaya Vyakhya
10.  Sangita Darpanam
11.  Bijapallavam

It is hoped that the publication of most of the

important manuscripts will be completed within
the next four years.

Some of the manuseripts taken up for publica-
tion are represented by single copies in the Librarv
and consequently the mistakes that are found in
them could not be corrected by comparing them
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with other copies The editors have however, tried
their best to suggest correct readings. The wrong
readings are given in round brackets and correct
readings have been suggested in square brackets.
When different readings are found, they have been
given in the foof-notes except in the case of a few
books, in which the correct readings have been
given in the foot-note or incorporated in the text
itself.

The Government of Madras have to be thanked
for financing the entire scheme of publication
although there iga drive for economy in all the
departments. My thanks are due to the members
of the Expert Committee who spared no painsin
Selecting the manuscripts for publication. 1 have
also to thank the various editors, who are experts
in their own field, for readily consenting to edit the
manuscripts and see them through the press. Ths
various presses that have co-operated in printing
the manuscripts in the best rmaanner possible also
deserve my thanks for the patience exhibited by
them in carrying out the corrections made in the
proofs.

MADRAS, T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
1951. General Edifor.






PREFACE

This publication contains a “Camp@” (prose and
poetry) Kavya in Sanskrit based on the puranic version
of the beginnings of the Tanjore city under the Colas.
It has both a historic and literary importance.

The beginnings of the Cola kingdom have to be
traced to pre-Ramayana and Bharata days, as the
kingdom is mentioned in both the epics. The names of
many (ola kings of the early period are preserved in
the Tamil Sangam literature whose date is fixed at the
beginmning of the Christian Era. An early Cola king
who appears to have ruled in Tiruvarur in the Tanjore
district is well-known for having rendered justice to 2
cow whose calf was run over by the heir-apparent
while driving his chariot. A full-size granite-model of
a chariot with the prince lying prostrate underneath its
wheel is still to be seen at Tiruvarur preserving the
sacred memory of Manunithi Cholan, as the king is
called.

An early capital of the Cholas 1s KAVERIPPUM-
PATTINAM at the mouth of the Cauvery River,

which flourished as the richest port on the East coast
of the Tamil land. In Silappadikaram, the immortal
classic of the story of Kannaki, the author Ilangovadi-
gal has left a detailed description of KAVERIPPUM-
PATTINAM. This relates to the period just before
or after the beginning of the Christian Era. The next
capital of the Colas was URAIYUR near Tiruchira-
palli. The Cholas whose dominion over the middle
east of the Tamil land continued through several
centuries, appear to have been eclipsed by the Pallavas
from the 3rd or 4th century A.D,, and the Cola
History thereafter for 4 or 5 centuries still remains a
dark period. Adfter thi§ period of oblivion, the Colas
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reappear in Tanjore in the 9th century under Vijaya-
laya. When or how exactly his line came to make
Tanjore their capital is shrouded in mystery. There is
evidence that certain rulers called Muttarayars claimed
to rule in Tanjore prior to Vijayalaya, but the story of
Muttarayars is another dark period on which light
must be thrown by research,

After Vijayalaya, the Cola line of kings gradually
builds up an Empire which reached its zeinth of power
under Rajaraja and Rajendra who conquered the
Telugu country in the North, Ceylon in the South,
and Burma and Malaya in the East, and immortalized
themselves by constructing the Big Temple at Tanjore.

This line which continued in power till the 14th
century appears to have suffered by the invasion of
Malik-Kafur in the early decades of the 14th century.
They recovered a little with the help of Vijayanagar
rulers towards the close of the same century, but were
eclipsed again by the Pandya Kings. Both these
ancient lines of the Cola and Pandya kings who
survived as vassals of Vijayanagar disappear altogether
from history in the 16th century when the viceroys of
Vijayanagar asserted their independance after the fall
of the central power in the battle of Talikoita. This, in
brief, is the history of the Colas, one of the most
ancient lines of rulers of the most fertile part of the
Tamil land, the Cauvery Delta.

It will be seen that till we come to the 9th century,
the long line of CO0la rulers has not been traced by,
historians. The chief reason for this is that historians
have always regarded legends and traditions as beneath
their notice and relied, only on inscriptions and pointed
reference with ascertainable dates in literature. Nor
have there been any excavations in the Tamil land,
although we have plenty of references to ascertainable
sites of ancient flourishing cities in old Tamil literature.
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In these discouraging circumstances, the student of
Chola history may well be excused if he begins to con-
tinue the labours of Wilson and Mackenzie who spared
no pains in collecting all materials in Puranas, tradi-
tional accounts and legendary sources, but did not live
to examine fully all the materials they had gathered.
Itis a matter of regret that the Mackenzie manuscripts
have still to be closely studied for whatever they may
be worth, by our historians.

Local legend and tradition, when it is supported by
tangible remains, is a very valuable source of history
and deserves more attention at the hands of our
Research workers than at present, although the facts as
stated by the legends or tradition may be chronologi-
cally incoherent. It is the business of the historian to
start with the facts and personalities as prima facie
evidence, ignoring for the moment the chronological
inconsistency and make use of those facts for further
research. The Sthalapuranas of most of the shrines
in South India and more especially in the Tamil country
contain interesting accounts of various incidents whose
landmarks are still preserved in the temples and other
remains in those places. We have about 500 of such
Sthalapuranas and they all challenge the incredulity of
the modern historian by their consistency in details and
copious tangible evidence of the incidents. We have
to continue the labours of Mr. Wilson and Mackenzie
and ransack the legends thoroughly for valuable

historical materials.

The puranic version of the early Tanjore Coélas
which forms the basis of this prose poem is contained
in Brihadeeswara Mahatmya, the Sthala Purana of
Brihadeeswara, the deity installed in the Big Temple of
Tanjore. This Mahatmya contains thirty chapters and
gives the history of 16 kings of the Cola line who
made Tanjore their capital and were responsiblc for
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the construction of the grand temples in Tanjore and
Tiruchirapalli districts which exist even today. The
kings in this line belong to a period before the 9th
century and this Purana therefore exactly fills up the
gap in the history of Colas in general and the Tanjore
Colas in particular between the second and mninth
centuries.

The value of these stories for the historian has to
assessed in the light of the following circumstances:—
The temples attributed to tkese kings have not been so
far traced to later or earlier Colas. The inscriptions
in these temples relate to periods of the Oth century,
the time of Vijayala and after. Most of the deities
in these temples have been sung upon by the Tamil
saint-poets who flourished before the O9th century,
We have yet to ascertain who exactly built them, and it
is not too much to ask students of history to take stock
of these legendary and traditional accounts for what
they are worth and make what use they could of them
in their further research.

Apart from the mere enumeration of the temples
constructed, the embankments laid, and the channels dug
by these kings in the Cauvery Delta, there are interest-
ing anecdotes in the life of these kings which provide
splendid material for literary effort.

The author of this publication. Virupakshae by
name, had evidently planned a full account of all the
stories of Brihadeeswara Mahatmya, but the work has

stopped short with the life of the first two C8las of
Tanjore. Even as it is, the work has its own literary
merits as pointed out by the learned editor of this work

Dr. V. Raghavan, the Head of the Sanskrit DepartmenE
of the Madras University.

The Tanjore city, according to this Puranic ver-
sion, developed fromthe hanks of the Vennar about two
miles to the Norih of the present city, around the tem-
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ple of Tanjeswara and Anandavalli, which can be seen
even now very near the Vennar banks. This temple,
has been in existence according to this version from
before the first Tanjore Chola who renovated it. The
place had been called Parasarakshetra, from sage Para-
sara who installed the deities near his hermitage. Tan-
jasura, of Salmali island who was driven by famine to
the fertile valley of Tanjore, disturbed its peace.
Parasara invoked the aid of Mahadeva and Anandavalli
for the destruction of Tanja who accordingly was

killed in battle by Anandavali and her hosts.
The place was called Tanjapuri from that time in ac-

cordance with the boon granted to Tanjasura at his
death. Eight manifestations of Sakti were installed to
guard the city and they are still worshipped in Tanjore.
The best known of the eight i1s Renuka calied Ellai-
vamman in Tamil, who adorns the street in Tanjore
called after her.

From the banks of Vennar, the town has grown
southward till we come to the period of Karikala Cola
who originally built the Big temple and installed
Brihadeeswara therein. IHe was the sixth in succession
(according to this account) fram Kulottunga, who
renovated Tanjeswara’s temple. This Karikala had the
rare good fortune to get the blessing of the great
Haradattacharya, the scholar and saint who gave new
life to the Saivite faith and performed many miracles.
Karikala is said to have contracted leprosy and the
installation of Brihadeswara in the Tanjore Big temple
was undertaken by him for the expiation of the sin
which was the cause of the dreadful disease. The
famous Dam in the Cauvery which diverted its waters
from going to waste was built, according to this
account, by Karikala’s ancestor, Sasisekbara Cdla, the
3rd in the line, to whom the idea presented itself in a

. dream, by the grace of God. It was Karikala’s father
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Vira Cola who was responsible for digging the branch
of the Cauvery called after his name, thatstarts to the
East ot Kumbakoram and irrigates tens of thousands
of acres. The incident of the calf run over by the
prince’s chariot in Tiruvarur is associated in his account
with Vira Cola and his father Sivalingacdla.

During the times of Bhima Cola, the 7th in the
line, the temple of Sankaranarayana which is situated
in the West Main Street of Tanjore, appears to have
been built to satisfy his wife’s desire to worship her
family deity Sankaranarayana of Tinnevelly district.

Rajendra Cola, the 8th in the line 1is said to have
conquered Prataparudra. The story of the installation
of Konkaneswara by Konkana Siddha, the disciple of
the great Yogi Dattatreva is narrated to Viramartanda
the 9th in the line, by his preceptor. The merchant’s
daughter who, like Andal, refused to marry anybody
but the Lord and was secretly married by Konka-
neswara is now worshipped as the second consort of
Konkaneswara in the temple. The building of the
temple of Skanda in the South Main Street, as also the
temple of Mariamman about three miles to the East
and the temples oi the other Saktis is associated with
Kirti Cola, the tenth in the line, who undertook these
acts for being blessed with a son.

The legend of Tiruvalanjuli according to which
the waters of the Cauvery entered the earth through a
crater and were stopped by Gheranda Maharshi who
sagrificed himself for public good, is associated with
Kanaka Cola, the 12th in the line who first offered to
fill up the crater with his own body, and was dissuaded
by the hermit who took his place.

The story of ¢‘Cola’s Bramhahatya’ whose form is
found even to-day in the Eastern gate of Tiruvidai-
marudiir temple is associated with Sundara Cbdla, the
13th in the line. A Brahmin had left his wife to the
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King’s care on his way to Rameswara; he returned one
night to‘his wife who shouted mistaking him for a
stranger; the king unwittingly killed him in supposed
defence of her. The king goes from one shrine to
another to free himself from the sin which pursued
him in an embodied form, and at last enters the temple
of Tiruvidaimarud@ir by the east gate and escapes by
the other gate. The pursuer is still waiting at the East
Gate, for the King to return.

The story of the Sivalingam at Tirupanandal
which was lifted up from its inclined position by the
King who pulled it up with a rope tied to his sword
held by his neck is gassociated with Kalakala, the 14th
in the line. The building of the Codlagbpuram at
Chidambaram which proved to be better than tie three
other gopurams built by the other kings is associated
with Kalyana Cola, the 15th in the line.

The well-known landmarks in the Tamil districts
connected by tradition with certain Coéla kings are
associated in these works with the same kings of Cola
line. It is noteworthy that there isreally no conflict
between these traditional and Puranic accounts. The
legends and traditions enshrined in the Puranas are

really good raw material for historical research and
literary treatment.

The interesting stories of historical value in
Brishadeeswara Mahatmya had induced Maharaja
Serfoji to get it translated into Tamil. This trans-
lation is mentioned among the Mackenzie manuscripts.
(Vide page 34 of Appendix in Vol. Il of Taylor’s
Historical Manuscripts. )

The present publication must open the eyes of our
writers with literary talents and students engaged in
historical research to the immense possibilities of ransac-
king the Sthalapuranas, hundreds of which are preserved
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in the Saraswathi Mahal library and the other Oriental
libraries of our country, besides manuscripts locally
available in temples and in the possession of the temple-
priests.

This publication, short as it is, is very well edited,
with necessary introduction and appendix giving rele-
vant extracts from Brihadeeswara Mahatmya by the
learned Editor. Dr. Raghavan has already laid us and
the world of Sanskrit scholarship under a deep debt of
gratitude by his able edition of our manuscript
MUDRARAKSHASANATAKA KATHA. We are
grateful to him for this valuable work he has now
produced.

We are grateful to the Government of Madras for

the timely grants that have helped us to publish this
and other valuable manuscripts from this Library,

24—3—22. | S. GOPALAN
Saraswati Mahal Library, ) ?
TANJORE. j Homnorary Secretary.



INTRODUCTION
I

The Cola Campii of Viriipiksa edited here was
selected for publication by the authorities of the
Sarasvati Mahal Library. The authorities placed at
my disposal its single paper manuscript, in Devanigari
script (No. 4213; J. L. Collection 604), with which I
could correct the Transcript supplied by them earlier.
A few minor slips, I have corrected, but certain other
types of errors in expression, which clearly belonged to
the author, 1 have left as they were, drawing attention
to them in the footnotes.

11

The Cola Campii was first noticed by Huitzsch in
Vol. 111 of his Reports of Sanskrit Manuscripts in
Southern India (Madras, 1905), Introduction, p. vii,
Ms. No. 2031, Extract pp. 122-3. At the last place,
Hultzsch gave a brief indication of the contents of the
work and at the first observed about the nature of the
work: #a fictitious account of the Chola king Kulot-
tuniga, who is said to have been of Stidra descent and
to have been succeeded by his son Deva Chola. These
statements are totally at variance with epigraphical
evidence.” As Vol. 1III of Hultzsch’s Reports is
devoted to a description of the Jambunitha Bhatta
Landagai Collection at Tanjore, which later came into
the Sarasvati Mahal, we have only the single J.L.
Collection manuscript for this work. The manuscript

appears to be contemporaneous with the author, as

there are expressions scored off and alternate readings
inserted.

111

Hultzsch’s estimate of the historical worthlessness

of this composition is correct, but he appears to
A
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have mistaken the Kulottuniga described here as the
historical Cola monarch of that name. Hultzsch did
not also realise that Virtpaksa is not the original
sinner in this respect, and that he was but taking his
material from a source-book of Cola legends dealing
with a line of sixteen kings beginning with Kulottufiga
as the founder of the dynasty,

IV

The source-book is known as BrhadiSvara-
mdhdimya, but it is found in some manuscripts with
other more descriptive titles also. Our Campiiis a
literary effort worked on that material; the parallels in
story and expression are sufficiently indicative of the
fact that Virupaksa was using the BrhadiSvara-
mahitmya; the relevant portions of that text, dealing
with Kulottuiga and Deva Cola have been extracted
in the Appendix at the end here, from the Sarasvati
Mahal manuscript of it, No. 10050,

Though the relation of the Cola Campl to the
BrhadiSvara-mahdtmya has not so far been pointed
out, the latter text has been brought to the notice of
scholars more than once. Col. Mackenzie’s Collection
had not only a manuscript of this work, but also Tamil
versions of it: Wilson’'s Catalogue of Mackenzie
Manuscripts notices the work under Caritas, with the
title Cola Carita (p. 148; Tamil transcription and
version, sb. pp. 198-200, 200-3); Taylor’s Catalogue
of the same collection notices the work as Cola-
Mahatmya (I1I. pp. 295, 296, 518-22). Oppert’s
South Indian Manuscripts Lists (part II, No. 6267)
notes that a manuascript of this work with the title
Cola Purdpa was with one Narasithhdcirya of
Kumbhakonam, The second Mackenzie manuscript of
this work described by Wilson went to England and is
the same as No. 3456 of the India Office Library,
kondon (Cola-carita or Sodafacolacarita); No. 6697
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in the same India Office Library is a copy of the
Tanjore manuscript taken by Burnell. The Madras
Government Oriental Library has a manuscript of the
work in D. 2160, called here Kaliyugarijavrtiinta.
The Tanjore-Burnell and Madras-Mackenzie manus-
cripts have some differences; the former is in 30
chapters, the latter divides the same matter into 27
chapters; and there are also minor differences in read-
ings, and stray additions or omissions of lines. In
both manuscripts, the text assigns itself to the
Bhavisyottara Purana, Ksetrakhanda!

The late Prof. P. P. S. Sastri set forth the con-
tents of this BrhadiSvara-mih3atmya on the basis of its
Tanjore manuscript in his ‘Note on the Colavamsivali
Caritam’ in the Journal of Oriental Research, Madras,
Vol. 111, pp. 256-60, indulgicg in the extravagant hope
that therein lay interesting or useful historical
material. The historical value of the work was appro-
priately and adequately deflated by Prof. K. A.
Nilakanta Sastri in his article ‘Cola Legends’ in
Vol. IV, pp. 318-40 of the same Journal. After the
detailed account of the material in this worki in the
two articles referred to- above, it is not necessary to
give here any resume of its contents. Regarding the
date of the work, Prof. Nilakanta Sastri was fairly
near the mark when he deduced “that the legends of
the Cholavams$acarita (alfes BrhadiSvaramahatmya)
were put together about the same time™, i.e,, “that it
(the work) dates from the latter half of the 16th century
or a little later.”” And our impression is that it might
be later than even that, but never earlier. The style and
standard of composition is not different in theé Cola
Campii and the BrhadisSvara-mahdtmya; they may well
have been products of a same group, of a same eﬁbﬁ:
at providing Tanjore with a mythological halo;- this

effort should have been taken when there were ouly the
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faintest memories of the Colas and their detailed
history; the Maratha days of Tanjore, the 17th cen-
tury, appear to be the time, and of the two, the Cola
Campli was written subsequent to the BrhadiSvara-
mahaitmya.

\%

About the author ot the Cola Campf, this work
itself in its solitary manuscript gives no information
beyond his name Viripiksa. But the Sarasvati
Mabal has the name of Viriipiksa as the author of
another work of the same Campi class, the Sivavilisa
Campii, No. 4160, where we are told a little more in
one of the introductory verses,—that Virtipaksa was of
Kausika gotra and that his parents were Sivaguru and
Gomati. The Sivavildsa Campii is on the story of Siva
saving young Markandeya and conferring on him
eternal life. We may assume that the two Virfipiksas
are identical and from the nature of the works and of
the talents exhibited therein, we may suppose that this

Virdipiksa was probably a member of -the Temple-
commmunity of priests, Gurulkal,

VI

The author is not one of.the important writers of
Tanjore, He no doubt shows his study of grammar,
once by working an obstruse pun upon a Siitra of
Pagini (p. 12), but all the same has some loose con-
structions, and is promiscuous in the use of Atmane
and Parasmai Padas. His acquaintance with the
ancient literary models is borne out in more than one
context: The hymn to Siva in dandaka (pp. 7-8) and
anare so the similar one to Devi (pp. 18-9) recall the
Syamalidandaka; verse 37 in the lafter hymn is a
recast of verse 20 in Ambastava in the Devipaficastavi
collection. The words of wisdom that the minister
Devadatta speaks to Prince Devacola (pp- 33-35) are
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the Kddambari. The description earlier (p. 26) of the
maid-servants in the queen’s apartments is in imitation
of the similar one in Bana in the description of
Kiadambari’s apartments,

Tame and modest as all this would make out our
author as a poet, we should not fail to note that at
times his capacity waxes, and puns and conceits appear
which are really clever executions; many a poet took it
as 2 test of his powers to fashion a fresh conceit to
explain the dark spot in the moen; our poet’s conceit
that it is really the blue sky shining through the hole
bored for fitting the axle when the moon was made one
of the wheels of the chariot on the occasion of Siva’s

destruction of the Tripuriasura, may be cited to illustrate
the author’s ingenuity.

- VIl

Between these legendary accounts of the Colas
and their real history, all that is common is a few
names of kings and a few of their achievements.
Cola history, more than that of any other Indian
dynasty, is writ large on the walls of the numberless
temples erected by them. Indeed the temples that the
Colas built or renovated, particularly in the Cauvery
delta, and the devotional monuments that they fostered
thereby form their most substantial and enduring
services; and, whatever the cooking-up of the data of
events in the present compositions, their authors have
been true in one respect, namely the emphasis and
unity that they gave to the lives of the Colason the
basis of devotion to God, Siva-bhakti; this bhakti is
the Cola heritage, still prized in their land, and if its
cause was made the mission of their emergence into
power, and the burden of these works, and not histori-
cal data, our poets had only responded in an authentic
manner to the popular genius of the country.
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VIII
Summary of the Contenis of the Campit
Page 1. Obiesance to Siva’s chief Ganpas (who

are said to have incarnated as the
sixteen Cola kings).

Pages 1-4. Description of the village Kharvata on
the banks of the Cauvery, and its
inhabitants. :

Pages 5-6.  Description of Kulottuiiga and his wife
Komalangl of that village; the
former is introduced as a Siadra
engaged in agriculture at that place,
and devoted to Siva.

Pages 7.9. Description of his adoration of $iva
and prayer to that God.

Pages 9-10.  Description of the rains that set in.

Page 10. Siva takes the form of a Brahman and
visits Kulottuniga.

Page 11. Kulottunga receives Him; description
of his hospitality; the God in Brah-
man guise blesses Kulottunga that he
would become a King.

Pages 11-12. Kulottuniga is not enamoured of king-

ship and expatiates upon the evils of
high affluence.

Page 13. Siva points out the great opportunity
for service and protection of Dharma:
He emphasises especially that as king
he might build numerous temples,

repair old omes, and spread devotion
by festivals.

Pages 13-14. For inducing Kulottunga to accept

kingship, Siva narrates the example
of king Candramauli, 2 Siva devotee,



Page 15.

Page 16.

Page 17.

Page 18,

INTRODUCTION Vii

Pointing out again the work of reno-
vating and building temples,

§iva promises that the divine architect
Visvakarman and His own companion
Kubera would assist Kulottunga in
his temple-building work. Siva then
reveals His true form and disappears.
A few days pass and autumn comes;
description of autumn.

Kubera now arrives.

Kubera mnarrates to Kulottunga the
story of the importance of Samivana
(lying adjacent to Tanjore, on the
banks of the Cauvery-branch called
Vennar); there stands the temple of
Siva and Pirvati in the forms of
Tafijapurisvara Lifiga and Ananda-
valli.

The story of TanjapuriSvara and
Anandavalli is then told: The deity is
called also Vijayesa, as through His
grace the Devas once got over the
trouble from an Asura chief named
Tafijasura, Tafijasura fortified with
Brahma’s boons vanquished the Devas.

The Gods prayed to Siva for relief
from Taf@ijasura. Siva thereupon
commissioned Devi to desiroy the
Demon. She took the form Ananda-
valli and with Her eight manifesta-
tions taking the eight quarters in the
battle, destroyed the Demon’s army.

Defeated, Tafijasura realised Devi’s
greatness and praised Her with a

bymn.
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Pages 19-20. Tafijisura’s prayer to Devi. Devi
offered him a boon according to which
the place became sacred and known as

Tafijapura after the Demon,

Page 21. Kubera adds that in that very place, he
too had worshipped Siva and gained
the Puspakavimana and lordship over
riches; and that consequently that
place had come to be known as the
Southern Alakad (i.e., Karandai, the
suburb of Tanjore on the north,)

Kubera says he would perform at the
very spot the coronation of Kulottunga
as king, and that, on Siva's command,
he would place at Kulottunga’s dispo-
sal, riches for the work of temple-
renovation and that Visvakarmi too
would come for helping the king in
this work.

Pages 21-22. Kubera takes Kulottuniga to the spot
called Tafijanagari and performs his
coronation.

Pages 23-24. He points out Visvakarman, the archi-
tect who would incarnate for helping
him, and a Brabman named Deva-
Sarman as his minister.

Description of Kulottufiga’s rule. Many
temples were renovated by him, festi-
vals conducted and devotees of Siva
helped.

Pages 24-28. Description of night and the moon, and
the pleasures enjoyed by the King
and the Queen.

Poges 28-30. Description of sun rise and the morn-
ing routine of the King.

Page 30. Sirth of a son to Kulottusga.
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Pages 30-31. Description of that event, and the child.

Page 32. Sage PardSara (of Samivana) visits
and blesses the King; he says that
the son too would be a great devotee
of Siva and the propagator of Saivism.

Pages 33-34. Boyhood and education of the Prince
under the Brahman Yajfladatta.

Minister Devadatta’s discourse to the
Prince, @ la Sukanisa’s to Candrapida.

Page 35. Prince Devacola marries the daughter
of a Siva-devotee of Kamika family,
and is crowned as King,

Page 36. Kulottufiga attains salvation. Descrip-
tion of Devacola as King.

IX
APPENDIX

Extracts from the BrhadiSvara-mahaimya

Page 3/. From end of Ch, 1II onwards:
Siva narrating to Devi the story

of the Cola kings,

Page 37-38. Ch. IV Siita’s narration to sages at
Naimi$a:
Siva’s ganas born as Colas, greatly
devoted to Lord Siva; the repair and
erection of temples, tanks, rest-houses
etc. by the Cola kings.

Page 38-40. Ch.V: Parvati asks about the stories of
the sixteen Cola kings; Siiryavarhsa
their race; the founder Kulottuiga, an
agriculturistof Kharvata village; a great
devotee of Siva; his wife Komalangi;
Siva once coming to him in the guise
of a Sivabhakta and telling him that he
would be made king, that his line would



continue to the sixteenth descendent
and that Kubera would be sent for
his help.

Page 40-43. Ch. VI: Siva asking Kulottunga to build
temples and to live in and rule fiom
Samivana, one krofa south of Japyesa
(Tiruvaiyaru) in the hcly spot where
the shrine of Anandavalll and Tafijesa
stands, at the spot called the Southern
Alakd (Karandai, suburb of Tanjore
now); Kubera on Siva’s behest placing
Kulottufiga and his wife Komalangi
on the throne; Siva giving him also the
assistance of Visvakarman in the task
of building and renovating temples.

Page 44-46. Ch. VIL: Kulottuiiga credited with the
deforestation of the Cauvery banks,
the cutting of a hundred branches of
that river and the building of shrines
there; a number of such Tanjore
shrines mentioned;

The shrine of Anandavalli and Tafija-
puriSvara at the capital; the story of
Devi killing Tafijasura there through
her eight Saktis placed at the eight
quarters; the story of sage Vasistha
worshipping Siva there at Vasistha-
tirtha; the shrine of Vaidyanatha
on its south; on its southwest, Devatir-
tha and the Sivalifiga Karatale$vara
on its bank; on the west of Tafijes-
vara, Nilamegha (Vispu); other
shrines of Nrsimhba and Konkane$vara;
Kulottuniga ruling for ninety years and
attaining salvation after making his
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Page 46. Ch.VIIl: Devacola marrying Saundarya-
valli of Kaémikavathsa; Devacola’s
devotion to Siva and to the work of
temple-building. After a rule of
sixty years, (his being succeeded by
SasiSekharacola).

My thanks are due to the authorities of the Madras
University for permitting me to edit this work and to
Messrs G. Harihara Sastri and K. Venkateswara
Sarma for helping me in reading the proofs.

University of Y. RAGEAVAK

31-12-19351 }
Madzas.
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