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INTRODUCTION

The present edition is prepared from a rare manuscript of the
work at present preserved at the Bhandarkar Oriental Research
Institute, viz. No. 537 of 1891-95 (vide Descriptive Catalogue,
vol. 13. Part II, No. 470). The name of the work reveals that the
number of verses in it should have been limited to one hundred
only. Therefore, if the number of verses as at present given
(i.e 126), be aceepted as right, 26 verses are to be accounted for as
interpolations. But as the manuscript is defective and verses 12
—(some portion of) 19 and (portion of) V. 72—(some portion of)
V. 82 are missing, we cannot be very sure about the nature of this
- disproportion. 2RI :

The name of the poet, namely, Raghava Vacaspati Bhattacarya,
is presumably a Bengali one. At the present stage of our know-
ledge, however, we are unable fo fix up the exact date of the poet
or to identify him. But as the manuscript is dated 1800 A.D.,
there is no doubt that the poet flourished before that date.

We cannot be sure about the authenticity of the authorship
of the verses as Raghava himself says that the verses were asadita
or apadita by him, evidently for the gratification of his patron.
We have not, however, as yet been able to locate any of the verses
in any anthology or trace any to an original source.

Subject-matiter of the work.

The work is exclusively devoted to the description of a king
as the title ‘Bhipa-Sataka’ shows but unfortunately no particular
king is mentioned by name. In this work the manifold qualities
of a king, his personal grace, charitable disposition, heroism and
the consequent repurcussions on his enemies and their wives, his
horses, elephants, sword, etc. etc. are beautifully described. In
the third verse the poet praises the king for having Goddess Laksmi
in his own abode, Sarasvati in his mouth, Candika in his arms,
holy feet of Siva in his mind and a galaxy of panditas in his court.
In the fifth verse, the fame of the king is described. It is said
here that Brahmia.who resides on the navel-lotus of Nar
to experience a world of difficulties on account of the
moon in the form of the king’s fame as the lotus clos
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its sight and consequently he (Brahma) is encased within the Iotus
itself. Narayana’s Consort Laksmi is, however, very much delighted
as on account of the disappearance of Brahm3 she can now freely
dally with her beloved Lord. In the tenth verse the prowess of
the king is compared to a light. Thus the clouds high above are
said to be the collyrium of the king’s fame, the earth itself is the
lamp containing oil, the tree of wishes (Kalpavrksa) its wick, the
sea its oil and the sun the lustre of the light ; the dread of his
enemies is the darkness behind the light (i. e. the enemies always
remain hidden and do not dare come forward) and the enemies
are the insects flocking into it for courting death only. The des-
cription in verse 70 of the moon of the king’s fame originating from
the sea of his gifts is really enjoyable (according to Shastric in-
junctions, while making gifts, some water is offered as a preliminary
to the real gifts. As the king went on making constant gifts,a vast
sea came into being thereof). In V. 83, the large knife of the king
is aptly compared to a female serpent and in V. 84 his sword to

a snake.

Rhetorical excellence of some of the verses.

Verses 23-24 serve as beautiful instances of the figures of speech
Ripaka and Parisamkhyz respectively ; verses 33-‘34 of Slesa and
V. 126 of Anuprasa or alliteration.

Description of the MS.

Substance : country-made paper. Character: Devanagari. Hand-
writing: bold and legible. Verse-numbers marked with pigment.
Age: 1800 Samvati. e, 1744 A.D. Size 9 X 5” inches. Extent: 18
leaves; 7-8 lines to a page; 25—28 letters to a line. Complete but
defective: VV. 12—(some portion of) 19 apd (portion of) V. 72—
(some portion of) V. 80 missing. Post-colophon Script :
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