








Y firsi Acquaintance with the exquisite poem of Mahisha Salakam was
M some decades ago when the late revered Kunigal Ruma Saétrigal,
Dharmadhikari of the Mysore Palace. reeited some ftanzas from it when we
were journeying together in a car and some buffaloes blocked the way. The simplicity
of the dyle, the fine humour, the facility of expression and the magnificent use of
double meaning words without 1he slight trace of arain or artificiality made a very great
impression upon me and, when | desired lo have a copy of the entire poem, he told
me that it had not been printed but the Mysore Paundits were very familiar with the
Aanzas as its commentator was ence a Pandit of the Palace and was a very popular
ugure respected and loved by all, [t gives me very great pleasure to find that a copy
of the poem and of the cemmentary thercon has been obtained from a dire@ descend-
ent of both the author and the commentator and that he has been kind eneugh to
furnish such information as is available to him about them. Brahmasri Venkatarama
Sastrigal has with his charaqeristic flow and clearness given in his Sanskrit Intro-
duction a suceinct account and | cannot do better than summarise it in English.

King Sahaji whe ruled Tanjere from’ 1684 to 1710 A. D. was a great
patren of learning and was himself a very learned scholar and poet. It was he
that founded the village of Sahajirajapura also known as Tiruvisanallur in the Tanjore
District and granted it to several eminent schiolars one of whem was the father of our
author. He seems to have held a responsible post as a minister of the king.

When the king weat to Madura and 4sod in the presence of Goddees Minakshi he
sang forth this extempore verse
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Our poet who was then quite a young boy and had accompanied his father in the
royal camp was Struck with the rare poetical skill of the king and immediately said
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The king at once recognised the greatness of the boy and with great affe@ion ecalled
him Kutti Kavi (young poet). ~This name stuck to him eclipsing his real name of
Vanchesvara,

After the passing away of King Sahaji, his son. Pratapa Simha ascended the
throne and, taking advantage of his youth, several undesirables got influence aver hitn
with the result that the sincere well-wishers of the state were not listened to and
scholars like Sridhara Venkatesa and Amba Deekshita were neglected and our
poct who held the post of his father thought it wise to remove himself from the
royal court.  His attempts to catch the ears of the young king were all futile when
he hit upon the plan of this poem wherein he has in his inimitable language extolled
the virtues of the buffalo and of agriculture 3o closely connected with it in comparison
with the service under a king surreunded by ministers and officers who had scant
regard for honesty or learning.  When this poem ultimately came to the notice of the
king, he repented for his follies, came to the residence of the poet and persuaded
him (o return to the royal court.  Besides this centum en the Buffalo, he has written
two others— the D};lil- Satakam and the Asirvada Satakam. ~ The iatter has already
been published by the Sri Vani Vilas Press and we hope the former also will find its
way into print before leng.

The Buffalo is decidedly a very usattra@ive animal and is more so by its
being associsted with Yama the God of Death as his vehicle. But to our poet it is
so sacred and inspiring that, when he thinks of it, thoughts and expressions well up
in his brain n such superabundance that he has got to pick and choose, thereby
denying to mo# of them the opportumly of sharing in the glory of describing this
‘wonderful specimen of God's creation.
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In fact the author has by the very fine handling of slesha equuted the
buffalo with every imaginable thing. Even the Acharyas, the Avataras, the Devas
and even the unqualified Absolute have to submit to such an equation at the hands of
this poet and it is no surprise therefore that he has been appropriately erowned

Slesha  Sarvabhouma I desist from. translating any samples of his fiyle for ae



iranslation can ever adequately eonvey the beauty and richness of the eriginal and
this is more so when the entire poem is founded upon an exquisite use of Slesha,

The commentator Kutti Suri or Vanchesvara is a namesake and a great grand-
son of the author and has faithfully recorded in his commeniary the interpretation
and explanations which he had handed down to him (rom his own father. The
commentary is very lucid, learned and to the point and but for it the hasty reader may
lose sight of many a point of beauty ia the original. He was himself a very eminent
scholar and had his early education at the feet of Isvara Sastri of Tiruvisanallur
itsell and later on of Srinivasarya of Manalur close by. From the latter he learnt
the intricacies of the medern school of Nyaya and mastered the Tatvachintamani of
Gadadhara just then coming inlo prominence, He easily worsted many a combatant
in the field of logie by handling this new weapon Chintamani and Amara Simha a
Mahratta chief who appreciated him gave him the appellation of Chintamani Kutti of
more shortly Mani Kutli. In acknowledgement of this henour, he has written four
books known as Datta Chintamani, Sraddlia Chintamani, Brahmasutrartha Chintamam
and Bhatta Chintamanu.

King Sarabhoji 11 of Tanjore started a Veda Sastra Pathasala at Orattanadu
village and appointed Kutti Suri as one of the staff. But after a short time he felt
the royal service somewhat irksome and decided upon a pilgrimage to Northern India.
Belore starting, he poured out his heart to the Goddess Dharmavardhini at Tiruvadi
in beautiful stanzas of which the only remnant now available is the line
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He went to Mysore and was detained there by Haidar Ali who had 'rnlr?
respeet for him. After Haidar’s death, Tippu Sultan also held him in high reverence
but one day he asked the Pandit in a very light manner when it would please him to
become a Muslim. This made him décide 1o leave the state and he started for
Benares and on the way went to Posna then ruled over by Bhaji Rao Peshva. The
Court Pandit Chanda Narayana Bhattacharya had a contempt for southerners as they
were not uptodate in the new school of Nyaya and declined to grant an interview
to Kutti Suri. The latter however persisted and the court Pandit thought it proper
to remain in a reclining posture whea Kutti Sastri was admitted to his presence.
But after a few minutes conversalion he realised the great learning of the visiter and
made [riends with him se much so that Kutti Sastri himself was soon after earelled
as a Pandit of the Peshva's Ceurt: At the request of the Peshva he wrote commen-
taries on the Hiranyakesi Srauta and Samanya Sutras.  Alter staying there for some
time he went to Benares. While there he had the rare fertune of studying Vedants



under Ahobala Pandita and of himself teaching the same to the numerous deserving
students whe flocked to him. ' .

- Itis interesting to recall that - among such students was the young man whe
was later on to becom= the Jagadguru ef Sri Sringeri Mutt under the name of Sri
Nrisimha Bharati and the werthy predecessor of the illustrious Sri Sacchidananda
Sivabhinava Nrisimha Bharati Swamigal. While at Benares Kutti Sastri wrote many
a book. Probably Kakataliya Vadartha, Dhurganachandrika and Tarkasangraha
Vyakhya are among those then written.  After some time he started for a retura to
the South.  While passing through Maharashtra on the way back, he was honoured
by Madhava Rao, Parasuram Pattavardhana and other famous Pandits of the time.
By the time he came to Mysore, the Hindu dynasty had been restored and Krishna-
raja Wodayar was the ruling Prince,  The king persuaded himto stay for some years
at Mysore and appointed him as a Dharmadhikari in his own palace. Thanks to this
roval patronage the Pandit perfermed the Jyotishtoma Yaga in a very grand style.
While at Mysore he heard about the greatness of the then Jagadguru at Sringeri
and went there to pay his respects tothim, He did not recognise in the Acharya
before him the young Brahmachari who was his disciple at Benares but the latter
could not fail to recognise his Vedanta Guru, When the recognitien was complete
on both sides, their joy at so unexpecledly meeting each other was necessarily
boundless.

The Pandit returned ta Mysore and thenee preeceded to Ramesvaram. On
the way he saw King Sarabhoji at Tanjore and the king was extremely glad te
sca the Pandit whom he theught he had lost for ever by his own fault. After his
" return frem Ramesvaram he stayed in his own village. Ripe in years and in

learning, he had intense devotion to God, especially as manifested in the Mahalinga
Murti at Madhyarjuna near his village and he has writien a Mahalinga Sataka in
praise of Him. He seems to have lived te the age of about eighty and then merged
in the feet of his faverite Deity Sri Mahalinga.

The reader will recognise from the above that the Mahisha Sataka is not an
idle Kavya written by a clever poet for the benefit of these who want to waste lime
pleasantly but that it is replete with eternal truths, is from the pen of a really very
serious author and has been commented upon by ne less than the Vedanta Guru of
a Sringeri Acharya, We have much pleasure and pride therefore in launshing this

" publication for the benehit of all lovers of Sanskrit and of wisdom,

26-11-46. : R. KRISHNASWAMI AIYAR.
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