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T'he foregoing verse which sinoulacly strings
mﬁrether four  great pocws, Vararuei, Tswaradatta,
Syamilaka and Sudraka, who undoubtedly belong to
different parss of Indiaand to different periods of literary
history, is found at tho end of the Padmaprabhrtaka.
More singularly does it contrast the genius of these
revered Four to that of Kalidass whom eternal Fame
has marked as her own.  Whatever may be their morits
it the art of histrionies or in the exhibition of social
pictures of an age whiech history cannot repaint, the
modern mseagoh demauds enumeration of references to
build up a harmonious history of them. The following
ard the only eraps of stray notices of these poets that
a patient seatch has rewarded us and which do not after
all mark the fspeciﬁo points of their life in the “Eternity

“of Time with any certainty.

- Of these four authors Vararnei stands tivst in
chironological order.  According to Kathasaritsagara he
‘was & contemporary and co-puptl of Pauini, who is
assigned to the last of the Nandag, the rulers of Magadha.
While still young he lost his father and Vyadi first

“introduced him to his precepter Upavarsa. [n corrobo-
“ration of this statement, ‘the Avantisundari- Kathasara
_recites his story similarly locating his birthplace some-
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where on the hank of the (Gtodavari. His wother was
Satrayani, the daughter of Kabj;@yana} Among his
works other than those on grantmar, astrology and
Dharmasastra, a Kavya cilled Kanthabbharana, ment-
ioned by Rajasekhara, and Carumati aseribed to him
in the manuseript copies of Subhasitavali are among his
lost works. The verse 1740 of the printed text of
Subhasitavali is ascribed in our manuseript to Caramati
and Bhojadeva in his Srogaraprakasa quotes from the
same the following verse asg uttered before the hero by
a pair of Kinnaras sent on atnorous embassy.

FATFITENOZAMOTT FFFFFATEIA 17
FQTURAGT FTHTAT a7 AT [as qfioniaq o

SUDRAKA.

Sudraka comes next in point of chronology, We.
know him as an author of Mrechakatika and Vatsaraja-
carita.  But we ascribe Balacarita and Avimaraks to
him.  The Draraa Carudatta is only the first draft of
Mrechakatika. He was. a brahmin attached to the
sourt of Svati, an Andhra-Bhrtya king of Ujjain. When
still young he quarrelled with the prince and his friends.
Hiz intimate friend Bandbudatta saved him from -
difficulties which he repaid afterwards. A Bhiksu called
Sanghilaka, who iy a character in this Bhana, wag
induced to murder him. whorn Sudraka overpowered and
killed. Daundin describes his adventures in his Avani-
sundari, which bear striking similarity to the exploits
of the heroes of his dramas. A closar examination of
the language used in his own characterization of his
heroes such as Visamasila, Sahasalanghana ete, induces
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one tu kdenmfy hiw with the originator of Lhe Vlkzam%'
Era. We know that he defeated Svati and obtained
the throne of Ujjain. His adventures were sung in a
number of literary compositions : —

1. Sudraka-Katha of Ramila and Sowmila, his own
contemporaries, and apparently when the former left it
half the latter completed it.

. Vikranta-Sudraka, a drama by an unknown

author o \lulnmruf his political schemnes.  In one of the

ucts Haragana burns his wife. Harimati, to save his
- master, Sndraka, who seems to have rescued her.

3. Wudrakacarita by Pancasikha, A Prakrit
verse from it 1s quoted by Bhojadeva.

Muladeva, the hero of this Drama, appears to be
a poet and ascholar. The fragmentary verse of Dandin’s
Amntlsnm]an runs as follows : =~

8 atrmvrqﬂm TAFHAAT FAT qasra"nqat

Uevmdabﬂ the heroine of this drama, her sister
\Y 1puh, and hxs friend Sasa, the characters in this drama
are alluded toj by Bana in his Kadambari: —

Foffgasda aftgatagssr aamar 9

- Acala here means his capital Acalapura, modern
"_ Ellichpur. The commentator of Kadambart, commented
on the word Karnisuta as the author of Aphorisms on
theft. The sams fact is referred to by Mahendravarman
in his farce, Mattavilasa, and in Mrechakatika also.
~Sudraka’s name is mentioned by Bana, second Subandhu,
Dandin; Vamana and Ksememdea (who spells. Sasi
instead of Sasa as nsed by Sudraka). A host of Indian



 111} ers, ﬂspeomiyof the Pa,lla.va. and the We%-Gtwg |
families bore title e oonmshmg the word Swdrakm ay a
svmhal of va,lom* - SN

| hmnada.nm a work alluded to in thls Bhaua,
“wnust have been a Prakarana in 10 acis and probably
the pmduotion of Sudraka himself. He ridicules Dattaka

having used the sacred word Om at the beginning of his
~unvedic Sutras guiding the prostitute’s life. Dattakalusi,
a follower of Panini’s systemn is introduced to us fighting
against the vigorous Katantrikas. This illustrates the
the Period of controversy when Panini's grammar
“acutely struggled against other systems for superiority.

One verse from the Padma Prabhrtaka is gqnoted

by Hemacandra in his. Kavyanusasana (page 198--line
12); a few others by Nilakantha in his Kavyollasa and
~the first verse in the Manuseript copies of Subhasitavali .
among the verses devoted to Siva,

The fivst verse of Ubhayabhisarika is found quoted
in Tarunavacaspabi’s comnmentary on Dandin's Kavya-
darsa (page 196 edition of late Professor M. Rangacharya),
Two more verses are quoted by Nilakantha in  his
Kavyollasa. |

[SVARADATTA.

Isvaradatta was probably a native of Magadhu.
His date cannot be determined with the available‘fac-tzﬁ:.
His work is mentioned by Bhojadeva in his Srngarapra-
kasa and the sawe verse was borrowed by Hemachandra
' “Vide Kavyanusasana page 339--18). A number of -
~verses from this work are quoted in Kavyollasa and the’
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* third verse of our text is found in Lhe manusoript copy
" of Subhasitavali under the name of Isvarasena. This
. creates a doubt whether he belongs to the family of
- Pravarasena and Sarvasena. - Dhurtavita is a develop-
~ ment on Cﬂrtmn rumrhs of Bharata in his Natya Sastra
{Vide Chapter 22). There i strong resemblance in
" expre ssion between Dandin’s Avantisundari and Dhurta-
 viba, thungh that 1 the latter appears move refined.

"oYA\IILA,h&

_ &yazmla.ka, appears to bave heen a native of
ki‘iibﬁhlnll as he calls himsef an Udicya @ northerner).
As far as we know there are two authors under this
name, one » friend of Bhanabhatta and the olther, the
teacher of Mahitmabhatta, who calls him a  Makalkavi.
Mahiwa, the author of Vyaktiviveka, appears to be an
alder contemporary of Sriharsa, the Khandanakara.
Syamilaka, our author is entioned by Ksemendra in
his Aucit,yaviésara, aad the verse quoted is found in our
text. Abbingvagupta of 1000 &. D. also wgntions Sya-

" milaka and qniones from Padataditaka, so, 1t seems im-
probable thatglm 15 the same as the teacher of Mahima-
bhatta, whow date 18 still uncertain. Uud‘ouhﬁpdly he
“wag & native of Kashmir but whether he was a contem-
porary of Bhattanayaka, Abhinavagupta or smn later
has to be prm‘?e&. Syamilaka of our text seems to have
lived about 800900 A, . Verses from Padataditaka.

~are found quoted in Maduscript copies of Subhasitavali,
Kavyollasa, Hrdayahavini (A commentary ou Bhoja's

A:sﬁadhya,y i), besides.in Abhinavabharati, Aumty AVICHL,

and. Va.kmktmvxm of Kuntalaka.

Bob fsvi debbd mnd ‘vmnnlw quobe eiell one
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Sutra-from Dattnka’s Vaisika subrag, bixt they :nowhere
mention Vatsyayans.

We are deeply indebted to M. R. Ry. Narayapa
Nambudripad of Trichur who perwitted us use his Mes-
on condition, that these Bhanus shonld be published
very soolt.

M. Ramakrishna Kavi,

MAr B, ¢ . . .
ADRAS | S. K. Ramanatha Sastri.

R ARV "y
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