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PREFACE

Mr., Y. Mahalinga Sastri needs no introduction to the
“world of letters in Samskrit. He comes of a family distingui-
shed for generations for great scholarship in Samskrit, and he
is, besides being a warthy representative of the family, a
graduate in law of the Madras University. He is the author
of a number of original works in Samskrit, prose, poetry and
drama, one of which Pratirajasuyam was adjudged by the
Samskrit Academy as the best amidst a number of dramas in
a competition open to all Samskrit writers.

The present work is a drama called Kali Pradur Bhava,
and is intended to bring out how the spirit of the Kali age
works for the corruption of moral standards all round. The
story begins on the last day of the Dwapara Yuga. Katyayana
is a Brahmin who has a large family to maintain and is in
debts, He sells his land on that date toa Vysya money-
lender. Whep the Vysya ploughs the land, he. discovers a
treasure trove. He considers that he has no moral claim to it,
and seeks his seller and offers to deliver the pot with the
treasure to him. But the Brahmin refuses to receive it. He
maintains that, when he sold the land, the purchaser became
entitled to everything in the land. But, the Vysya replies
that the existence of the treasure was unknown tc them when
the sale was effected, and that the price stipulated for and
paid was only for the land. The Brahmin ultimately proposes
-that he would refer the matter to the decision of the learned
men, the next day, and they depart. That is the first Act
in the drama.

Then follows the night, and at midnight— this is, I sup-
pose, a western notion—there is a change over from the
Dwapara to the Kali age. The change is marked by violent
winds, fires, and other manifestations, Kali declares that

thereafter money will become the breath of life, (@raﬁ ﬁ’aﬁ?ﬂ
ETEFQ) that people finding their strength in upion will start
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fighting against each other and for their self enrichment,
(GReaIEAgan; FEEN Farg 38 [g?) ond thet Dharma

- s
could no longer be seen owing to countless delusions. (SI@I?-B

TRl fuftaary). That marks the end of the
second Act.

In the third Act, there is a conversation after midnight
between the Vysya money lender and his wife, The advent
of Kali has already changed their mind. The wife rates her
husband for foolishly offering to return the treasure to the
Brahmin. The Vysya confesses that he had been very stupid

(3@6 T-ﬁﬁ{) and promises not to return the treasure to
Katyayana.

At the same time, after the advent of Kali, the Brahmin
ruminates over what ha had said and regrets having declined
to accept the pot when it was delivered, and proposes to seek
the Vysya in the morning and persuade him to return the
treasure, “If he refuses to do so, [ will go to King Chala
Dharma for redress” he swears, That is the fourth Act.

Tn the fifth act, after the eventful -midnight, King
Chala Dharma is holding a consultation with his ministers.
He was the follower of Duryodhana, and having been
overcome by the Pandavas, became their tributary. He
considers that, as Krishna has left this world, the time is
ripe for his reasserting his independence, and is supported by
the Commander who states that the army is equal to it. The
Prime Minister states that the financial position requires to
be strengthened before the army could be marched. One of
the ministers suggests that a new law might be enacted that
all treasure troves should be handed over to the King, and
that whoever suppresses their discovery should be punished.
It was true, he stated, that this was not in accordance with
Manu’s laws, but they could be changed to suit the needs of
the times, and this was unanimously agreed to.
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- The next act witnesses the agsemblage of learned Brah-
mins before whom Katyayana has laid a complaint against
the Vysya for the return of the treasure. Both the parties

. are equslly assertive of their exclusive right to it and are
adamant in their attitude. The assemblage suggests that
they may divide the treasure equally between them, but the

Vysya refuses to accept it, and charging the members with
partiality, he yuits,

The last act represents a Court Scene. On the complaint
¢ of the Brahmin, the judge asks the Vysya whether he had
‘discovered the treasure. The Vysya declares that there was
Go treasure ever discovered in the field, and that it was a
false and malicious invention of Katyayana, The house of
the Vysya is then searched, and his wife hands over the
treasure trove to the Officer and prays that the husband’s
life might be spared. The Judge then tells the Vysya that
under the law it was an offence on his part not to have dis-
closed the treasure, but that being the first offence of its
kind, he was not going to punish him for that, and that as he
.gave a false statement in Court, he would be punished there-
for by being deprived of all his properties except his resi-
dential house and the capital of his business. He also direc-
ted that the field should be delivered to Katyayana asa
reward for kLis having brought the discovery to the notice of
the King. :

This is, in brief, the story. The drama is short but
impress‘ive. 1t brings out forcibly how the time spirit affec-
ted the Dharmic outlook of the Bralimin the Vysya and the
King and made them wealth—and—power—minded. The
great mastery of the poet over the language is seen through-
out the work. Occasionally, we get expressions, which, though
modern in thought, are, nevertheless, natural in their setting
and present an almost ancient aspect, When the wife of the
Vysya disapproves of his action in disclosing the discovery

of the treasure pot to Katyayana, she says eIt
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which can be fully translated as
d your action.”? I conceive the older
ea with words such as

AgREHAERaT

«J] am unable to commen
‘writers would have conveyed the same id
(G @g{aﬂ[qﬁaqﬁfm’.' Another notable feature of the writings
of the poet is the large use which he makes of proverbs and
popular aphorisms. Thus, in the fourth Act, Katyayana
regretting his refusal to take back the treasure pot observes
«Well, do the people say that Brahmins are given to repen-
ting after the event 22 ‘@ﬂﬁ' (CI7) @%Hﬂlasa Tﬁ[ﬂﬁ[ﬁlﬁr
&1 3. In the sixth Act, the learned men refer to the attempt
of Katyayana to persuade the Vysya to return the treasure
as an attempt to clutch at the tail of the beast after letting

the frontal rope to go ‘3 ¥ WG BIFTEABT FATE

The drama is original in its concept, and neat in its
execution. It will be read with interest by all students of
Samskrit Literature.

New Delhi, }

' 5th Jan, ’56. (Sd.) T. L, Venkatarama lyer.
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Author’s Preface.

The Kalipradurbhava is the second of my minor drama-
tic works to see the light of the day.

I had published the Kaundinya Prahasanam a quarter
of a century ago. I have many more dramas to publish,
major and minor, but don’t know when I will find the time
propitious. Where is the money to throw on them, where
are the readers to purchase them, where the patrons to finance
their publication, where the Rasikas to enjoy them ?

- When [ think of all these problems, the writing of poetry

and drama in Samskrit appears to me a crime in these days,
Still I have written, do write, and publish too!

The Kalipradurbhava was inspired by a story narrated
to me in brief outlines by a senior friend of mine, who also
stated that the same found mention in the Mahabharata.
I have not taken the trouble to trace the origin of the story
in the Mahabharata. I put it in the garb of a short story and
published it in the “Udyana Patrika’ in Feb and March ’30,

I dramatised it in Jan '39 and published a Tamil travs-
lation of it in the *“Silpa Sri”’ in Feb ’39, under the caption
Coefullar pBeu Gmeur’’.

The drama is now published through the ¢Udyana
Patrika”, with a valuable Preface from the pen of the Hon.
Justice T. L. Venkatarama Iyer of the Supreme Court, New
Dolhi, °

I am much obliged to my old friend for the very encourag-
ing Preface. He can be authoritative in matters of Samskri$
criticism as well as in the art of Music. I trust that his
introduction will stand in goodstead by my play and bring
about its wide appreciation by the Rasikas and patrons of
Samskrit, and that the latter circumstance will pave the
way for my publishing my major dramatic works wvery soon,

Mayuram, }

7-1-56, Y. Mahalinga Sastri.
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DRAVIDARYA SUBHASHITA SAPTATI 1952
(Foreword by Justice N, Chandrasekhara Iyer,
Supreme Court) l— 0—0

VYAJOKTIRATNAVALI 1953
(with English Translation and Introduction ) 2— 0—0

DESIKENDRA STAVANJALI 1954
(with a Foreword by K. Balasubramanya Iyer) 0~ 8—0

BHRAMARASANDESA 1954 :

‘. (Foreword by N, Raghunatha Iyer, Assistant Editor, .
4 The Hindu, Madras,) 1— 8—0

?‘v’ VANALATA 1955 (A Lyric Poem in 5 Cantos, with a
Foreword by Professor M. R. Rajagopala Iyengar) 1— 0—0

Dramas:
KAUNDINYAPRAHASANAM (a Comic Play) g=tig=0

T

“ KALIPRADURBHAVAM (in 7 Acts with a Preface
; by Justice T. L. Venkatarama lyer,

Supreme Court) 1— 0=0
|
\
|

SRINGARANARADIYAM (in the Press) 2— 0—-0

—_——————

LT
SRR

Apply to:

R 4

SAHITYA CANDRASATA,
liruvalangadu, B. 0.,
[ (Via) Narasingampot,
Tanjore Dt. (Madras State.)
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