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INTRODUCTION

It wag one of the desires of my late revered Professor,

Mr. Kuppuswami Sastrigal, that I should help his old friend’
* apd classmate Sri S. Ramaswami Sastrigal of Tiruvisa-
nalloor to bring to light the commentary written by the
latter’s father, Sri Viraraghava, on the celebrated hymn of
Sri Ayyaval, the Akhyashaghti, It is a matter for congratu-
lation for both myself and Sri Ramaswami Sastrigal that,
though after some years of difficulty of every nature, we
have been able to offer to the public an edition of the Akh-
yashashti with the said commentary. Considering the in-
superable difficulties of war-time controls over paper and
publication, it should be mentioned that but for the gracious
command of our ever benevolent Acharya of Kamakoti and
the kind willingness of the late, Sri. D. Balasubrahmanya
Aiyar, Proprietor of B, &. Paul & Co., to'include it in the
Kamakoti Series, this work would not have seen the light
of day.

We had only one manuscript of the commentary kindly
given to Sri Ramagwami Sastrigal by the late Vidyaratna
Pandit K. R. Visvapatha Sastrigal of Kanadukattan to guide
us, My diligent search for mss. of it in the Mss, Libraries
could unearth only a few pages of the beginning of this
commentary extending up to the first verse of the hymn,
mixed up with the commentary on the Akhyshaghti by one
Venkatesa, contained in & ms. inthe Adyar Library. In view
of the different readings which even this fragment in the
Adyar Library ms. offered and of the many defective lines
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in thems. on our hand, it would indeed have been a great
help if a second full ms, of the work had heen secured.

The author Viraraghava of Kaundinya gotra of Tiru-
visanalloor on the banks of the Cauvery inthe Tanjore Dist,
describes himself in the introductory verses as the son of
Isvara and Kamakshi and disciple of Sri Ramachandra yati.
8ri S. Ramaswami Sastrigal, his son, gives the date of the
author as circa 1820—1882 A.D. An examination of the
Mss. Catalogues of the Government Oriental Library, Madras
and the Sarasvati Mahal Library, Tanjore shows that the
author Viraraghava wrote also two plays, the Valli parinaya
nataka (Madras Government Ori, Msg. Library D. No. 12643)
and the Ramarajyabhisheka nataka (Madras Government Ori.
Library, D. Nos. 12634-5 and Saragvati Mahal, Tanjore, Nos,
4708-9). Tbhe prologues in these plays also mention hig
parents as Isvara and Kamakshi, his native place as Tiru-
visanalloor or Sahaji maharajapuram and his gotra as Kaun-
dinya. In the latter, Krishna Bhupala is referred to as the
Sabhanayaka, while in the former, siid to be staged before
the village Siva deity Kuleeresvara, mention is made of
King Sivaji of Tanjore, 1832-1855 A.D. There is a hymn of
hundred verses on Parvati in the Madras Government
Oriental Librery, (D. No, 9600) by an author Viraraghava of
Sahajirajapura, who may be identical with our Viraraghava
Sri K. R. Subrahmanyam is wrong when he ascribes the
two plays above mentioned, as algo the Parvati stotra, to the
Viraraghava of the time of Sabaji of Tanjore, an ancestor
of the present author. (Mahratta Rajahs of Tanjore, p. 33).

1t is needless to emphasise the importance which
- deyotees attach to the writings of Sri Ayyaval (Sridhar,

b
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Venkatesa), particularly to his hymn of sixty verses on the
Lord’s Name, Akhyashashti. Attention may be drawn here
to my detailed introduction to the Akhyashashti which
I brought out in the Kamakoti series gometime back. In
the introductory verses in hig commentary, Viraraghava, a
native of the same village from which Sri Ayyaval hailed,
refers not only to the esteem in which Sri Bodhendra and
Sndasiva Brahmendra, themselves Sannyasins of high
gpiritnal attainment, held Sri Ayyaval, but to the miracles (if
Sri Ayyaval bringing rain and bringing back a child with
his hymns Kuleeresa stotra and the Taravalistotra, and the
more widely known incident of Ayyaval and the hunger-
stricken chandala. A

Sri Ayyaval is one of those saints who had entered the
pantheon of the Bhajana matha, and a verse sung on the
saint by the Bhagavatas was given by me in theintroduction
to Akhyashaghti referred to earliar. I may add here a
Telugn song sung by the devotees on this saint, which I
discovered in a music ms, secured by me from the village
of Vaiyacheri from the house of some descendents of the
composers Anai-Ayya.

T —ATE
qaar gy IgTHT oA
afgng sog MfFAe—N  (waEn)
g3 913 Prwiagg sNER AT
AT FEIIE—Ia EHAHAl
Floregog i M7
TGIIYEAT TG SNEAS




iv
Gy afw  «ifafk
- gEaly aft—aawg Afeq
¥ Mg Afc Afeag  (waar)
It is but pataral that the Akhyashashti of this great

soul was the subject of constant and detailed study. One
Venkatesa, whose work is preserved in a ms. in the Adyar

Library, wrote an elaborate exposition of the hymn, divid--

ing it into four Tarangas and designating his work as Madh-
urya-Jhari or the Wave of Sweetness. The commentary that
is published here is salso a very detailed one, explaining

‘even grammatical and rhetorical pointg, Its main feature

is the number of alternative explanations it fréquently
offers which, though sometimes out the way, have ‘a value
of their own for spiritnail Buggestiveness and helpfulness to.
the devotee, justifying its name Bhava roga bheshaja, May
it help us asa true medicine to cure our illg of Samsara |

Mahodayza
9—2—48. Y. RAGHAVAN.
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