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merable short and sweet poems with which
Srimad Appayya Dikshita (1554-1626 A. D.)
has enriched Sanskrit devotional literature. It is, as .
* the name itgelf denotes, intended to establish the -
supremacy of Paramasiva 28 Parabrahman. The -
commentary which accompanies the text is also from.
- the pen of the illustrious Dikshita. It containsa sys--
tematic exposition of the doctrine of R+ by a
brilliant and thoroughgoing discussion of the many
scriptural passages bearing on the saubject.i'We do not
know which to admire most—the brilliancy of the
Dikshita’s advocacy or the marvellous skill with
which he has evolved an orderly system of theology
out of the seemingly chaotic elements which go fo
form the literature of the Puranas. He accepted
all the puranas as equally authoritative; and unlike
the Vaishnavas he did not explain away inconveni-
~ent pauranic texts by stigmatising them as Tamasic.
His attitude towards the puranas may be described
in the following words of the Sivatattvarahasya of
his brilliant grand-nephew, Nilakantha Dikshita—

EHE BRamMATARKASTAVA 18 one of the innu-
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* In faict, the credit ‘of constructing a philosophy
--of’the puranas is primatily-due to the great Dikshita.
“"Phe: Brahmatarkastave -and the Pancharatnastuti
‘tihich-accompanies it in the present - volume may
wgerve: asdfitting introductions to the - Sivarkemanidi-
-. pika, the Stvatattvaviveka and other voluminous:works
+ which’Dikshits composed in defence of his g,
L ' The -quesitionr now arises—iwhy''did * Srimad
¥ Appayys Dikehita -who-was one- of the 'shining

edights of‘the Advaita §ohdol -iof»Sri’ Sankardeharys

d§ind to whom s-grateful  posterity"-has. appliedthe
Yaggiificant: itle - of "WRAAAE —whydid Dikshita
o3pging -himself: -to -engage-in:this*’ ill-¥ill~-provoking
beigiurian controversy to which thegreat Sankara had
o3iig8n the firial quietis by promulgating his catholi
-imnhcyeacerspreading;ﬂdﬂits(IVada.“‘-?'L‘hisu question
.igemaAdsan answer both:iri-the interests'of ‘historical
bettiaepeknd-for & just apprecistionof 1 the" Dikshita’s
lomunydsided contributions to’ ths. Sanskriti literature.
—RYidegi6la ;great-déal'of misgonception vegarding the
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» zeligious views of the leshlta. The late Mahama-
hopa.dhya,ya. Ra.ma,subrahma.nya. Sastri of Tira-
~visanallur refers to the kashlt.a. a.s 8 ﬂaﬁa in h;s

.ﬁwuat?twam

Even now we ha.ve the sad spectacle of Smarta
scholars engaging in  fruitless * controversies
-regardmg the sdperiority of Siva to Vlshnu and vice
-versa and appealing to the Dikshita's ummpea.cha})le
.a.uthonty without understa.ndmg the t‘.rue splnt
and ra,tmna.le of his controversm.l works:

-

Snmad Appa.yya, leshlta was & dlstmgmshed

-8cion of a dlshmgtushed fa.mlly of Advaltnc achoﬁérs.

Ee refers to his gra.ndfa.ther, Acharya. " Dikshita

& Nas miaﬁ‘cg@am%ﬂm His fa.f.her Bangara]a
.Dikshite. was the author of . W THa I

.and other works on Advaita phliosophy Descnbmg

ithe a.ncestors of the leshlta, Nlla.ka.ntLa Dikshita

R RN I '
says in the prologue to his FFANGAEE— | no
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- The Dikshita, hlmsglf who lea.rnt the Adva.nta.
philosophy atthe feet of & hlS fa.ther was a. coxﬁaﬁced
a.dherent of the Adva.lta. school ﬁ Was & cardina}

' artlcle “of ‘Bis faith’ that the various schools of

A ‘ V‘eﬁanﬁa phllosophy ha.ve their nataral and loglcal

wiRlgve
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culmination in “the one only without a second’
of Sri Sankaracharya’s Advaitavada. The follow-

ing unequivocal declaration of faith occurs in the:
very beginning of his SIRIIHGT—

Wmmwﬁ?aﬁwﬁﬁ

mr&m%mgﬁanmuﬁﬁwmu

Even in the midst of his fierce and militant con-
troversies with the Vaishnavas he never forgot his
allegiance to the Advaitavada. He begins his
firqawf9® with & pointed expression of his faith in
the attributeless Brahman. The following apologetic
statement occurring in the beginning of his magnum

opus, RrE@ARARST which is itself a commentary
on Srikanthacharya 's JARRICTZAATST  speaks for

itself:—

m%a wq gRRrERGAREE T e
are aa: guﬁ SR EERETR T |
e smgEvan < Rrgaat wita Rkaafa
AR TRAGR Fruda’a I
(This stanza also occurs in the FraveSed in a
slightly modified form). The very fact that Dikshita

wes led o compose his STA=gEE and RraigaacE
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—works which were intended to demonstrate that
there was no antagonism whatever between Sri-
kantha’s Visishtadvaite and Sankara’s Advaits and
that the real views of Srikantha himself unmistak-
ably leaned towards Advaita—this fact clearly indi-
cates that the Dikshita never wavered in his con-
viction that the Advaita is the last word in Indian
.philosophy.

‘We should like to deal here with a prevalent
misconception to which the Dikshita himself appears
40 have lent countenance by composing the initial
sloka of his Parimala :—

qEfwgaRead Rregaafy aa difE: @ |
Aoy aadta=rmaft sarsanit sevaeq |

In the brilliant and appreciative introduction
prefixed to the second volume of the Sri Vani Vilas
Press edition of Sri Vedants Desika’s JEaRIET
Mr. A. V. Gopalachariar M.a. B.L., of Srirangam
says as follows :—*“Although his (Dikshita’s) father
had instructed him completely in the Nirgunavidya
of Advaitism his love of Siva got the better of the
impressions made by his father’s teachings and he
began to labour hard for the cause of the Saiva
cult and worte many powerful books to make it
unassailable. Tradition has it that Sri Nrisimha-
erama Swami, a great Advaita Acharya, the author
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of the Bhedadhikkara and the Advaita Dipika
hearing of the greatness of Dikshita and his inac-
tion in the cause of Advaitism went to him from
his hermitage on the banks of the Narmada and
made him recall to his mind the Advaitic instruc-
tion given him by his great father and resolve to
work in that field. He then wrote his great Advaita
works-the Parimala, Nyayarakshamani, Slddhanta-
lgsasangraha and others. The tradltlon recelves
considerable corrobora.tlon from the author 8 own
statement in the Parimala that he had forgotten
for a time the_ truths he had been taught by his.
Guru and that he was awakened by a great person-
aée » T Bas to be noted that the tradition” regard-
ing the contemporaneity of Nrisimhasrama with the
Dikshita and the former’s exhortation to the latter
tq devote, his energies fo the defence and _propaga-
tion oﬁ the Adva.lta.va.da ﬁnds supgorb in the follow-
ing sloka of Ahobila Pandita’s éma@%

iw i@ '4;:-"':.:"‘. : iﬁ EF %
fgrmﬁsém&wsﬁa m‘tﬁlﬁw n

On this, the commentator Ramesvara® says:—

-* Ramesvara wrote his commentary in Kali 483%

(Wm) corresponding to A. D. 1731.
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To. infer. however.from this. fact.thast .the:.
Dikshita's ‘‘love for Siva. got-the.. better of:the im-:
pressions made:by his father’s teachings’’ is toignore.
the:general tenour : of his s controversial works.. As:
already pointed out.by. us, even iin.theznost militant.
period of his controversial career, he: did not: for. a:
moment loosehold. of his firm:faith .in . and:: ardent:
lovefor, the Advaita: Vada. In ouri opinion the:
truth of the episode lies in the. fact that Nrisimhas
srama: . successfully. endeavoured to: convince: the:
Dikshita thati his: (Dikshita’s) controversies: with:
the Vaishnavas were not consistentiwith his reputa¢
tionias an: Advaiti and- that' instead of: engaging:
Himself in' thissdreary cortroversy We should employ
His’ imtiense léarning and’' matchléss powers of
composition for furtherifig-the cause* of’ the peace-
spreading dbctrines' of Sri- Sankaracharya. We
bave also’to point out in' this connection' that the
qeaaiaAdd one of the most solid contributions of
the Dikshita to the literature of Advaitism - was
anterior to his Fraawafaas, Ramafiifsr and other
controversial works,
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We now propose to inquire into the circum-
stances which led the Dikshita, a confirmed Advaiti
to throw himself ardently into the Saiva Vaishnava
confroversy. A story is told—and we give it for
what it is' worth without committing ourselves in any
way to its genuineness—that some of the Vaishna-
vas of Conjeevaram once invited Dikshita to witness
the enacting of Sri Vedanta Desika’s philosophical
drama YHEGART- It is stated that in the course of
the dramatic performance and with a view to wound
the feelings of the Dikshita, a character was repre-
sented as putting his foot on the head of Siva.
Dikshita was stung to tbe quick and from that
moment he made up his mind to take up the
cudgels on bebalf of Saivsim and put forth & series
of 'marvellous literary productions devoted to
establishing the supremacy of Parama Siva.
It seems however to us that the true cause
of Dikshita’s entering into this controversy
ghould be found in the writings of the great Vaish-
nava teachers beginning from Sri Ramanuja him-
gelf and ending with the author of the . GEENEE
and the famous Venkatanatha Vedanta Desika,
Their denial of the authority of the Saivasastras,
their doctrine that God Siva belongs only to
the category of jivas (souls), and their arbitrary
rejection of the Saivapuranas as Tamasic—it Was

&
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these elements in their teachings that excited the

-wrath of the Dikshita. An impartial and careful

perusal of the Pasupatadhikarans of the FaS®IRAST
will bear out our contention. The Dikshita
himself has explicitly stated in the following stanzs

-the motif of his controversial attitude—

?q-ugﬁ T a1 R TR
ANE T G TG Feult WEREAWIST |
% SedTeMeHeaEdl gadAr gael-
ﬁg’- T@ WA 7§ wag qar AsysTag
The above sloka is found quoted in the %%

FI@ATH* of Raghunatha Varma who introduces it
with the following words:—

“orq oy sl ReaiasrEaeeg-
sTgaat:  sRaRmReEtRERTdds-
SrEfTEaR: RefrgErene egata fa-
TreaRTETTRgeTgIRErenT Seg 11”

#* A complete manuseript of this very interesting
book is in my family library. Colonel Jacob makes
constant reference to it in his SHHH-AATSRS, Raghunaths,
Varman himself composed an epitome of this work and
it was published some years ago in the Benares Pandit
Series upder the name of ST,
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Sivananda’ Yogindra- in his: sftageaagimaRa
gives currency. to the story of an unsuccessful
attempt at Dikshita’s life at the instigation of
Tatacharya, the famous Vaishnava Acharyapurusha-
and this story  finds-corroboration in - the following.
statements contasined in Dikshita’s- fAagIes—

“ ARTaEE W

Reger Reafas frRiGisRa ©”
- _ .. _bnd .
“ Rpfafa @ gRcEEiRm: SgHee 1

We merely advert to this story to show that-
p&radfal considerations also exercised their influence
i miotlding the controversial attitude: of Dikshits:

We shall now turn to a considération of the.
real-views of- Dikshita-regardifig Irord- Vishnus

“ T Kxar sifcere: emd conivinced Advaitin: he
belicved in the essential identity. of Sive" and
Vishnu. He would gla.dly acho the sentlment
enshrinéd in the mermorablé words of Kalidasa in
his Kumamsambhav Canto VII:

“ g AR Prar &
ami'—'aﬁqf FYARATAH, |

fRreoigee g wRii-
ar@dranafs agaet 1)
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The followmg gloks of Bhartrihari, the great.
grammana.n expresses in a nutshell the" Dikshita’s
own view in'the mafter :—

A AT SRR
ST AT SRR |
amﬂﬁ‘rﬁﬂ@a

The following passages from fraarearaas will
amply bear out our contention

(1) st Mewrimfiaan FiaeE -
aﬁﬁ'{ﬁm svedT S -
‘1 I
(2) =an mgﬁﬁ:m atwmﬁamm
7 fuged ddaiaary R I
) %ﬁr% %‘ﬂﬁﬂw qfiﬁat'q sm-aa ]

—,\

TERTAEIS (eTE srﬁml‘%aq i

% demiRriaY: gl daam |
a‘mﬁurtascgas w%iartvwr%g "

gt e EnaTng R |
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IL.. Instead of imitating the procedure of the
Vaishnavas and declaring that Vishnu belongs to
the category of Jivas, the Dikshita unequivocally
declares that Vishnu is none other than Para-
Brahman. In the Anandalahari after expounding
-at length with the support of scriptural authorities
‘the view that Vishnu is only a Jiva, he goes on to
declare his real views on the subject in the following
memorable passage which though somewhat long
richly deserves quotation :(—

“g Regeie TR g Swifagaaia: |
o WS RER—
HETHTAT g SNSRI HITE:
Sa =T SR SN AGTARAT TR (...
agfrarEAarEaio SesagarIaiaT a9
FRGIARET AT 435164, JSGaI QST
LGS E e L B o e I B E S
gofidg shwgTRETasgqUUniyy AbgaeemaEe
W SITHRIRE TORIAT e I
RN ARZeETE T RIE A TAae=a -
JAT aFG ARG A5 | qAT IRAT T WA
Ry | YARFIE JqaTEigs Sy | e -
[ TEFBIRIRAAAE TR 1)
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The following passage from his RIaa®@A3% may also-
be considered in this connection :—

SgaTeg gUaHEEN AREIR: | 9’ g
Quperased e v e |

In the IH@FHWM he says :—

“ 9 T WIPRE AR e g e
HEMRATFTEARPICA g aEr: | aeq
AR R E SRS -
TREIE TAERG TIPS R
AT | AT T Mg eRREaIg e aaang-
fruReRgRiECTE |

These passages simply give the go by to the
erroneous notion entertained in certain quarters that
Srimad Appayya Dikshita was a sectarian Saivite
radically opposed to the supremacy of Vishnu.

III. The Dikshita did not simply rest content
with the theoretical formulation of the essential
jdentity of Siva and Vishnu. He gave expression
to his intense devotion to Vishnu by composing the
Varadarajastava, the Krishnadhyanapaddhati and his

commentary on Vedanta Desika’s IRIRFIIERIE..

He is said to be the author of iﬂﬁm of which the
following sloka is the beginning :
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. G G GO BRI |
AAMGAMAN q7¢ FOMRATAROML i
Unfortunately the Sataka is not available in its
-entirety. The slgka

“ ot e T Rar @
/AT A FHIAT A0 |
 Fng n g il
¥R A A WA Y
rlB also from his poem. He begms hlS famous #=-
ﬂm‘ﬁ‘f by saymg

- - -

« Rk freg a1 TaRaRn T
| AR A A SR TR s |
The Dikshita, may therefore be equa.lly regarded a8

AL del

i a-"i'il‘“ﬁ ané ) ﬂ‘{lﬁ'ﬂ
Jt,is.given to.the Adyaitin alone to popsess this

ore, privilege of WOIBhlpplng with equal devotional
raptnne the va.rlous aSpects of ‘Tavara described in
‘.,,the Sastres. With & view to ha.va this ideal con-
o Bii;n"ﬁ; \before i?he mmd‘s eye every Smarta. is
) g&:omed to pemxs\fofrp the &a,lly worsghip of the -five

Devatas~Adltya, Devi, Vlshnu Ganapati and.-Siva

The Smntl s&ys
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At the same time the utmost liberty. is allowed to
every oue to choose for his worship. tha.t; particular
-aspect-of Isvara. which most.appeals: to;his mind.
-In.ghert the. doctrine. of FSTITIYIET, is,a natural . gnd
necessary, gorollary of the Advaita Va.da A clagsnca.l
sta.ﬁement of this doctrine of g8 is contamed in Sri
‘Lilasuka’s declaration in his F16uaa
“ T 9% W @G a7 Fraron
ERGSIRET P F |
&L A g
S, S AR

In concludlpg these stray observations, we
should like to say a few words regarding the under-
1ying principle of Sri Appayys Dikshita’s philosophy

siof: Saivism.7 He accepts .the.doctrine. of the; Nirguna
sBrahmaen.as taught. by the -Sruti.and. the sAdvaita
.acharyas. :“When Brahman associates. Itself..with,
i»Its own.insorutable .power, called; Mays,; the: first
~step-towards cosmic evolution.,is taken. - If.is:then
called Jsvara. :
T (SeergmARAMESNTE 1)
and this Isyara afteryards manifests Himself as
Brehma, Vishnu and Siva who constitute the
»/Prinity of ' Aryan: thelogy. ‘The Isvara aspect of
s$he ‘Absolute-is termed:-the Turiya or:the’ fourth  in
.contradistinetion-to-the later manifestation of the
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Trinity. Appayya Dikshita, relying upon Upani--

shadic texts like

“E%ﬁl‘q” ~ . \' AN o = ﬁﬁ %‘

Frafr wg iy ST HRONAT 9TAT SAaT RO
g S awEET: g SuemaE”

(srasfireEr)-

identifies this Turiya (foufth principle) with Para-
masiva whose abode is in Somaloka. He says in the

Ragwfds
“ gagASTy ANATAFIBICHO: FT: |
SANTAGIAATRIAT AT 0
AT AT AT shgaRa |
AT BTNl I aq n”

It is the supremacy of this Paramasiva aspect that.

forms the subject of his various controversial works.
In fact he makes a clear distinction between Para-
masiva, the fourth principle and gisgx the third
member of the'Trinity. As among the members
of the Trinity, there is no question of superiority
or inferiority. They are all equal.

TEATRAISRy Goagedl @l g |
The Vaishnavas on the other hand do not

admit the existence of an Adi Vishnu as distinct
from the second member of the Trinity who alone
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is in their doctrine, the Parabrahman of the Sruti.
The Dikshita makes this clear in his Anandalahari:

« Jeoar afy RY@radaRGEIRETS ag-
At Y& sxAFaEEi wIe Y

and be supports his statement by quoting the un-
impeachable authority of Vedanta Desika’s Zattva-
muktckalapa. By thus positing the fourth principle
(gU=T@agid) over and above the Trinity the Dikshita
has, beyond doubt, raised this seemingly sectarian
controversy to a distinctly bigher level. If ome
bears in mind this characteristic feature of the
Dikshita’s farga philesopby be will be in & position
to follow, with his devotional susceptibilities unruffi-
ed, the Dikshita’s arguments as they are developed
in the Brohmatarkastava and the Pancharatnastuti.

The Dikshita’s learning is, in the truest sense
of the word, encyclopaedic. There is rot a2 branch
of Sanskrit literature in which he has not comgosed
treatizes which later writers uranimcusly acclaim
as authoritative. Bbattoji Dikshita, the great
grammarian, the author of the fegrasgdr and a
direct disciple of Srimad Appayya Tiksbits, states
but the bare truth when he says thata thorough
knowledge of the Dikskita’s works is a sine qua non
of real sckolarehip and iz a ture critericn to differ-
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‘entiate a learned man from an ignoramus.
AT IZT-
AETIEAE & |
qeF ATy
fragfstTsET

.TIRUTURAIPUNDI

- 5—9—192T7. } R. Krishnaswami Saslri.
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