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PREFACE

‘We have great pleasure tin presenting the readers
with the first volume of the Series The contributions of
Muslims to Ssnskrit Literatare. The second volume of
“this series viz. The Bamudra-Sasgama of Mahammad
Dara Shukoh on a comparative study of Safism and
Vedanta in Sanskrit and the third volume containing the
Contributions of Muslims to Upanisads, Sanskrit Poetry,
Hindu Astrology, ete, will also be soon published.

The present series 18 4 companion one to our “Muslim
Patronage to Sanskritic Learning” Series of which the
Tirst volume has already been published

Thanks are due to the authoritics of Bikaner State
Library for sending me a transeript copy of their valuable
MB. as the Originu! could not be lent, The ;?resent
cdition has been preparcd from this MBS, alone as no
other NS, of this work is known to exist. The prepara-
tion of a eritical edition from = single MS. is undoubtedly
a hazardeous task.. Still, I faced thisrisk as the preseat
work is finvaluable for reasons stated in details in the
Introduetion.
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MUSLIM CONTRIBUTION TQ SANSKRIT MUSICAL LITERATURE
INTRODUCTION

As regards the propagation of Sansknt Leaming durng Mushm
Rule 1n India 1t may be stated at the very outset that not enly a large
zumber of Sonskmnt works were composed andfor transiated into Sertic
languages and wice verss under the patronage of the Muslm rulens of
India but also sany poetical and scentific works m  Sansknt were
composed by Mushms themselves In this latter group1e the coutwbutions
of Musl ms to Snnsk}t Literature the Sangita malika of Mahammad Shah
15 certamly one of tht most important Iis mmportance on account of its
author who 15 defimtely a Mahomedan Sanskritist can hardly be overrated
Secondly, not manyiworks oy Musi on Dancing in particular, have 28
yet been published and 1t 15 only hoped that a entical edition of this work
will be » valusble addition to this mmportant branch of our Indin
Literature ’

The earliest work on dramaturgy 13 probably the Natasutra of Sililn
and Krsasva mentioned by Paqm  Nandikesvara s Bharatarpava of wh ch
the Abhmaya darpana 1s dered to be a sub t  abndg 18
known only 1 name The Natya sastra 15 of course the earliest work
that systematically deals with this subject in several sections »The
Abhmaya-darpang attnbuted to Nandihesvara 1s another eafly work
exclusively devoted to this subject The seventh chapter of the Saagita

kara of S. d posed 1 the first half of the thirteenff
century AD 13 also devoted to dancng  Ever sme its composition, 1t
became the standard work on the subject and many subsequent writers
ste more or less mdebted to this wirk for thew trestment of the pubjest
Mahammad Shah 15 also no cxception to it The Sansknt Musical,
Literature 13 however very vast and many of them deal n therr last
chapter 1 particular with dancing  Many subtleties i a subtle mspinng
subject like Music naturlly evolved in course of its development and
mdividual scholars had their own say in the matter  Though the Sansknt
MSS catalogues reveal that thete are cven to-day not less than $09 works
on the subject not more than a few of them have as yet been pubhshed
end of them agam only the Natyasastra of Bharats snd the abbmays-
darpana and recently, the Sangita mtnshara have been ably edited  One
culy wishes that at least some 50 of these that are thoroughly ongmal m
therr greatment of the subject matter could be cntieally edited qnd g
thorough comparative study of thera be made m order that the Teal hustory

of the development of our Indian musie melusise of damng ruught e




2 SANGITA-MALIEA

restored. Under the circumstances it isto be regretted that only the
Nrtyadhyiya of the Safigita-maliki of the Mushm Musician is extant and
that also a very defective MS, as preserved at present in the Bikaper
State Library,

DESCRIPTION OT-THL MS.

As the original MS was not lent out, the present editor was obhiged
to work on a transcript copy of the same made under the direct supervision
of the Library Anthoritres, The original MS. in ‘question js undated. It
storts with a Hind: work—a collection of Hindi songs cslled the Sangita-
shrn by Mépilacandra. The first. ten sheets of this collection are wmissing
Our Satgitn-miliLa begins on folio 81 and ends in the 53rd It is followed
by a runmng Hindi commentary on it, probably by the same author ie
Makammad Shah  himself, whick has proved to be of some use to vs.
Probobly the serbe is respousible for leaving out altogether from the text
the relevant passages on the Dysti bheda, mandala-bheda, etc. that usually
form & part of the Nrtyidhyiyn. The sectional arrangements as at present
are also very defective, ¢ . eight “akisiha Margacaris” (4-11) are included
m the section on Karana, Similarly, 6 Karanas {3-8) are included in the
section of “Desisthinakns”. Another mislending feature of the MS. that
can, hardly be sufficiently decricd is that though the pagination in the MS
is found, quite in tact ﬂ{e sections are intermingled here and there, eg
vv. 125-132 are written in between vv., 204 205 and vv. 102-198 are wntlen

i between vv, 185 and 180, and v, 199 runs concurrently with 191, 'This
is ot all, = look at $he footnotes to the text will at once reveal the nature
of earelessness and gross neghgence on the part of the geribe. It is indeed
o very difficult task to prepare a critical edition from a single MS, parti-
cularly from a MS. like the present one  Still no pains have been spared
by me to present the readers with a readable edihron, particularly because ,
the work is so very important LYY . "

THE AUTHOR AND DATE

The author himself says that "he was the son 6f Tattsr Khin and a
destendant of Firuz Shak. Unfortunately we eannot identify the author
2 the basis of this evidence; we egnnot trace in the pages of our Mistorical
wark.s a Mahsmmad Shah, who was the son ot a Tattar Fban and also
Jourished in the family of Firuz Shah  We know of ono Mahammad Shah,
who was not the son of, but was bimself, Tattir Khin ; again, Makammad
shah as a descendant of Firuz Sheh there are more than ane.
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Again, the MS in question {s undated and of no help to us with'Tegard
to the date of the work, nor is there any internal evidence on the basis of
which we can come to a definite conelusion about it.

But from & comparative study of the Nrtyidhyiya section of the
Safgita-ratndkara of Sirigadeva, son of Sodhals, it is, clear that
Mahammad Shah was much influenced in lis treatment of the subject by
the author of the Sangits-ratnikara (sce below). It is expliotly stated
in v. 5 of the Ratnikara that Sodhala was patronised by King Singhana,
Smghana ruled in Deogiri 1e. modern Daulatabad from 1210 to 1247 AD.
As such, Sarngadeva must have been a junior contemporary of Xing
Stnghana snd his work is only likely to have been composed about the
middle of the 19th century AD. Therefore, it can definitely be said
about the Sangita malika that it was composed later than this date. But
of the Hindi v is to be attributed to Mah 1d Shah, the
Sangita-mihk3 cannot be assigned to such an early date. Tts language
betrays rather a comparatively modern date for its author, The Sangita-
m3bki does not appear to have been composed eatlier than the 16th
century AD.

SUBJECT MATTER OF THL WORK

The work was ostensibly on music in all its aspects as its name implies
but only the section on Dance appears to have survived  There s 1o doubt
that the work was intended, to deal with all the subjects the Sangits-
ratnikara docs and as such it must have been a voluminous work. In the
Nrtyadhydya, it deals with (1) the dancing-hall, (2) thte assembly, (8) the
President, (4) dances, (5) the features of female-dances, (6) the fentures
of male-dances {7) varicties of dances, {8) parts of the body employed
1 dances, (9) subsidiary parts, (10) different gestures of the head (11)
different postutes of kands uufolded, (12) those of hands folded, (13)'
Nrtya-hasta lahsanas, (14) different postares of the hips (Kati), (15), those
of the feet, (18) Cirls® or vaneties of gait (Bhauma-mirgacars, akasikn-

1 ffefi wotonden it gL
anft e e € oo e n ER 1004
Curt e dorivad from tho root WL+ E—FAT 1T 1 It ehout, _
mentioned tn this connection {hat in the XS (vids Chowkbamba Banskrie .
Tt of Riittnicle the mame of ST and ~Nupuraids™ are ousrieq _:d""“d)
«qoeaily, the Bumber is reduosd to 16 only. conss.
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margacaty, Desibhaumacesrd, Aknaka-dedscan), (17) sthanska? or modes of
sitfing (purusa sirinaka, strf sthapahe and deésthanaka), (18) Karanas®
{10) Avigraha laksanas (20) Reeaka lakganas and (21) Nytya laksanas

As regards the vanety of danees (No 7 above), there are four types
viz Tupdava and Iasyn 1c. dances of men nnd women respectively
The Tindava dance 1s named after the sage Tandu who populanised 1t
The last mentioned Nrtya laksana scction, dealing a9 1t does with some
particular vaneties of dances could very well have fuerged mto sechion 7
oun vaneties of dances  This separate trertment appears uncalled for

This work follows at times the Natya Sistra of Bhatuta but 1t 15 pre-
dommantly mBuenced by the Sadgta ratnikar of Samigadeva The NS
(Natya-sastrn) of Dharata mentions 82 sub-divisions of the Carl1e moving
about on one leg but the SM (Sangita malika) deals with 64 of them This
number 1s obtatned by further sub-dividing the previous $2 ¢lris under
the heads Desi and Cari The SR {Sangita matnakara)  however
mentions 86 vaneties Desi Bhaumacan 85 akfisiki 10 and  margaemi
30—8§6 m all The NS records only six sthanakas (%) (all w th refercnce
1o man only but the SM ™ notices many more under the heads siri sthanakas
and Desi sthanakas) The SM adds to the NS st of Xaranas another
harapa called Nohan quite m agreement with the SR Both the SM
and the NS give o Dist of thirteen varet es of §robhedast 1e Bifferent
gestures of the head though there 1s some discrepancy between the two
wth regard to therr names  Both the SR and NS mention 67 vaneties
of gestures by hand The AD however gives a hst of 64 vaneties 1 all—

2 qRARMERIN UTTE, etc AD 274 The Abkinsva Bharat (10 51) and
the BR (7 1022} polat out that both after and before mot on, etatls condition prevells
 other words Carf alternates with Btbanske,
3 Karags {s sn sbbreviation for Nrtyakaraps, fust as Bluma s en abl revia
tion for Bhimasena, It is the graceful vomb nation of hands ard feet that generstes
smcoasant pleasures, v do Catura Kalknatha ¢ corumentary on the SR 7 554 55

4. The AD (49 50) bowever mentions onlp 9—
g neEn
nﬁwm qugegafis sfmfies
atwy sfire e wrogresfremd: ke
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'single hand 28%, combined 23° and Nrita 18%. According to &mgadeva,
this enumeration is only lankiks ie. in conformity with commen
usage only (and therefore, scientifically unsoundj, While describ-
ing the Suka-tunda-hasta ie, the hand resembling a parrot’s beak,
&imgadeva (7.140-141) and Bharata, (9.53-54) recommend the bending
of both the forefinger and the ring-finger while Mahammag Shah advocates
the bending of the ring-finger only®,

At times, there are stnking similarities between the SR and the SM.
e.g. the third and fourth pidas of v 24 of the SM. is just the same as those
of the SR The definitions of different gestures of the hip in SM. are
also exact copies from the SR.

The following chart will bring into bold relief the significance of our
contention above:—

- S3L NS. AD SR.
Surobkeda 13 3 9 14
Asmamyuta hasta 23 2t 78 24
Samyuta hasta 138 13 23 13
Nrtya hasta 80 () "t 13 30
THasta-laksanas 67 69 (21 67
Caris 64 s2 8 86
Sthinakas 1 6 e 51
Pidas [ & 4" Gor13

Thus it is clearly established that Mahammad Shah was not only
thoroughly conversant with the Ancient Indian Musical literaturesbut had

5 v os—gmmegEgeRTTRn fAoffier n
6. VV.173-175t—
wenfira e % cafemarar 1
- L4 . .
gt frea KRR W T W
wdtfeufuftegen wibttmfifi: o
7 v, 39T e ¥y weRTegfion o
8 This view is In conformity with that ef the AD 115-
wlerwmfaey ext gormet winn
?  AD. 237 and 260 {a)—
s areitet vt e
wresiERTR S Wl wynoer min
wgat qrrim e g
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his own views as well about many subjects as the entrics under Carisy
Sthinakas and Pidas above would show. Ile was very confident about
his own opinion and neyer hesitated in his assertions whenever necessary.
His command over the language of his choice also deserves much
approbation.

In conclusion, I desire to emphasize one thing and therein lies the main
interest of the publication of this work—it is Hindu-Mustim Fraternity.
‘The contributions of Muslims to Sanskrit Literaturc at once reveal their
Tov e for Sanskrit Culture and Civilization as well as for their Hindu brethren.
“There.is no doubt that after Muslim conquest of India, the relation between
the conqueror and the conquered was soon replaced by that between two
great communities, hiving in perfeet peace and fraternity, mutually assimilat-
ing and coriching the culture of each other, Thus, after the advent of
Buslims Indian Civilization remained neither Hindu nor Mustim Civibzation
exclusively, but  became a very happy synthesis of both  Just as it is
impossble to separate the water of the Ganges from that of the Jamuna
nt the confluence in  Prayng, so it is impossible to separate  Hindu from |
Afuslim Culiure and vice versa, “This * Meeting of two Scas * a3 the great
Savant Dara Shukoh has put it, has taken place once for all right in the
beginning of Muslim rule in Xndiz, never to be undone, Itis very
regrettable that in our study of Medizevn] India, we are gencrally apt to
overemphasize the alleged bitter strife and hatred between the Hindlus and
the Mushms during the middle niges but do not ordinarily care to note lhc
mort domis spirit of 1 if and mutual P
_The time hay come to change this dogmatlc attitude and revise our ideas
m the Iight of truths revealed through careful rescarches into the literary
}ustury of Medineval India.

We give below an exhaustive list of contents of the SM for easy
refezence to, and proper understanding of, Hs verses
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APPENDICES
v 1 ABBREVIATIONS
AD —Abhinayn Darpanr
NS —Natya Bastra
SM —Sngta Malika
SR.~Sangita-Ratnakara
2 BIBLIOGRAPHY
Abhinay-Darpana By Nandihesvara, Calcutta Sanshnt
Series Ed Caleutta 1934
Ablinava Bharati By Abluavagupt. See Natya Sastra
By Bharata with the commentary Ablinava Bharatt
Kavyamala No 42 1894
DNatya Sastra By Bharata Ed By Pandit Batuk Nath
?})l;lsm'x 1 the Chowkhamba Sansknt Series Banaras
Sangita Maliky By Mahammad Shah (M8) For details
see Introduction p 2
Sangata Ratnakart By Samga Deva Nihsnka with the
commentary of Ctura Kall patha. Ed from Poonma
n the Antndasrama Sanshrit Seres, No 35 1896
by Mangesa Ramakrgna Telang
3 GENERAL INDEX»

- e

Ablunava Bhratt

Ablunaya Darpana 1,45
Thadacaris rv—e
Thasihis -3
Angaharis 33—3%
Asamyuta Hasts \ ¥
Bharta 14
Bhwumacais Pe—1
Bhunaswna 3
Bikaner 2
Carnabheds —1k
C ns =3

us vanetics of the different gestures
wce It of contents of e Nmtyy
 ta M1hk y, Introduction, pp. 712

« For the nuncro
and postures, ctcs
dhy ya of tle San,



42 SANGITA-MALIKA

Cindugita Laksana , 1t
Darashukoh R
Daulatabad 3
D'eogm 3
Deticinis ;_—IR
Desibhaumaciris W
Defisthinahas w—3E
Firuz Shah 2, ge
Hasta-Lakganas ¢
Kalpanntya o
Karanas W32
Kashmir 1
Katibhedas ©®
Knagva 1
Dohiammad Bhh L%
Mairgacaris e
Nandikesvart 1
Natasiitrs 1
Nutyadastra 1,34
Nntya, vanttes, -
Nrityahastas s €
Nrityalahsanas £l
Netyadals 1
Purusa-sthinakas Rl
Reeaka-lakganas 3R
Samyuta-hastas &
Sangitr-ratnahar 1,34, 3%
Sanhara 3
Sarangadeva 1,3
Silalin 1
Swghana 3
Sirobhedas k!
Soghala 3
Sthanihas 23—
Str-sthanakas EE)

Tattar Khan 2, ge



