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FORENWORD.

7Y REAT souls, like the late Sringeri Jagadguru
] Sri Sachidananda Sivabhinava Nristimha
Bharati Swamigal, are but the occasional

blossomings of a race. In them aro summed up the
experiences of the past. the energies of ;the present

and the prophecies of the future. Ttis India’s great-

ness and glory that she has been able to produce such
men in times of political decline as well as in times
of political greatness. India’s unexainpled vitality
has been the wonder of the world. In ftimes of
sorest need and greatest humiliation, her greatest,
and noblest sons have been born. Amoung such
unique men, the Swamigal, whose life and work
have been sung in this excellent poem, was one of

the noblest and the best.

e was born of learned and pious parents.
is father was the famous Pandit Kunigal Rama
Qastrigal. His elder brother was the equally
famous Pandit Liaxmi Nrisimba Sastrigal. Hiven in
his early life the Swami was initiated into the
Sanyasa Asrama by the then Jagadguru of Sringeri
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according to the usage of the Mutt. The young swa-
migal had not only a precocious intellect but a loving
heart and a pure soul. His smiling face was the out-
ward manifestationfof a glad and adoring heart which
was full of beneficence and blessedness. Very
goon his learning and his piety became the wonder
of all. He adorned the holy seat for many years
and went on tours to consolidate and improve
Hindu spirituality, The great Sanskrit College in
Bangalore and the beautiful temples bullt to Sri
Saradadevi and Adi Sankaracharya at Kalabti are
among the greatest of his achievements.

1t was the power of his purity and his wuni-
versal love that drew to his feet such a wonderful
variety of disciples and devoted admirers. Men of
various castes and creeds and countries were bound
to him by ties of reverence and love. An admirer
of his in Holland always wore a miniature of his
next to his heart. HFurther, he was a great 7o/, a
man of unique apas, and a learned man whose learn-
ing blossomed in the perfection of his life. He
was equally at home 'in all the sestras and yet his
humility was touching to behold and was an object-
lesson to all. Ile was not only a learned man
but he was a great poet and man of letters. His
verses were the spontaneous overllow of tense

o ————
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1noments of thought and meditation.—More than
anything else, his bhukihi was tlowing from himr
like o heavenly Ganga. Tt radiated from his whole
being, shone in his eyes and broke into music from
his gmiling lips. In short his was a blessed life and

1t was a blessing unfo all.

His works have been collected under the name
of ‘Bhakthi Sudha Tarangini’ and published by the
Sri Vani Vilas Press, Srirvangam. They display a
oreat variety of poetic and spiritual moods and
contain short and clear preszntations of the vital
and essential doctrines of the Hindu religion. He
has given a clear expositon of that subtle puzzle of
Advaita Vedanta—the doctrine of acidya. In Puru-
shartha Nirnaya he has given us a clear and convin-
cing exposition of the aims of life. In another worlk
of his he has expounded Advaita Brahma Vidya in
a brief and beautiful manner.

ITe was, in short, one of the makers of New
India. even though he did not adopt the modern
agencies of the press and the platform. Itis devo-
tion to Indian culture that will preserve the Indian-
ness of India and he was not only an incarnation
of Indian culture but he kindled 2 true knowledge
and love of that culture in the minds and hearts of

innurnerable persons in his generation.



1v _

This poem is full of reverence, of loveliness, 3
and of melody. The author deserves praise and '
the gratitude of the public for dealing with a great
soul and a great theme in a manner befitting
both. I wish him every success and pray that
the grace of our Guru and of God may rest on
him and lead him to further and even greater
" achievements for the glory of India and of God.

K. S. RAMASWAMI SASTRI
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