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Jivanmuklikalyana nataka is an ailegorieal drama by Sri Nalladhvari after the
model of Prabodnachandrodaya, Sankalpasuryodaya ete. Tius drama 1s
full of Santirasa dealing with the mariiage of Jivanmukti with King Jiva  Several,
sublime Vedantic truths such as the nature of piatyagatma, hidden i the Vedanta
texts and difficult to understand even by those who alwavs revel m the shastras are
casily revealed m this drama n a very dexterous manner ond in easv simple style.
The hero of the drama King Jiva with nis consort Buddhy, after constantly roaming
with her in the waking, dreaming and sleening states, hecomes disgusted and desires to
attain the Jivanmukh sukha. He 1s obstiucted in this desue by the six enemies viz.,
Kama, Krodha, Lobha, Moha, Mada and Matsarya whom he tnally subdues with
the help of the sight Atmagunas such as Daya, Nshanti, Anasuya, Anavasa, Saucha,
Mangala, Akarpanva and Aspriha.  He then enfers the tourt!, astama and endowed
with Sadhanachatushtava and helped by statana eic., obtams Brahmasakshatkara by
the éracc of Sivaprasada and Desikanugiaha, becomes Brahma and enjovs the
pleasures of Jivanmukt.  Such 1s the agument ot the plav  The plot 15 developed
with great skill and abstruse philosophic truths are expounded w very smple and
easily understandable stvle

The autho! studied under one Ramanatha Dikshita a contemporary of Sii
Ramabhadra Dikshita who flowtisned m the cowrt of Sri Sahaji Maharaja of Tanjore.
Even before he was twenty years of age he had composed Sringarasarvasva Bhana
and Subhadraparinaya Nataka. In his later age he siudied Vedanta under Sri
Paramasivendra and Sri Sadasivendta and after caretully observing the nature of
Jivanmuktas in the course of his association with Sri Sadasiva Brahmendra, he com-
posed the two dramas Chittavrittikalyana and Jivanmuktikalyana as also the Vedanta
Prakarana Advaitarasamanjari with his own commentary He appears to be a
devatee of Ganesa as 1s evident from his introductory stanzas in all his works In
the end of Advaitamanjan he himself says Wmﬂiﬂbﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁm. We
do not dilate on the various merits of this drama but leave them to our readers to
judge for themselves It gives us great pleasure to be able to publish this hitherto
unpublished drama for the first time and we hope to publish later on his other

hitherto unpublished works also.
J. K. Ralasubrahmanyam,
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