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INTRODIICIION

We have great pleasute 1 bringmg out
STTARAGHAVA, a diama m seven Acts by Rama
Pamwvada associated with the court of Maharaja Marta
nda Varma (1729-1758) of Travancore Pamvada 1s known
to have produced seveial woiks Sanshnt, Piakrt
and Miayrvam* There 1s 2 good deal of controversy
about the dentity of Pamvida Some scholais neluding
Mahabav: Ullur S parawe vaia Aiyai, hold that Ruma
Pamvada was no other than 1unchan Nampiu, the
great Malayalam poet well 1 pown for s Tullal werks
$But oth=1 scholais have tiled to prove that fiom
avidence available the wdentification cannot be considear ed
to be beyond doubt A discuesicn on this question mey
be found 1 the wmtioduction to the Raghanya publiched
fiom this Labvary as TS5 No 146 Here 1t may be
sufhecient to note thit thele 15 a good deal of evidence
i support of the wdentification  although the question
cannot be considered to be settled for ever JIn the colo
phons of some works populatly believed to be composed
by Nampiu, Bema Punvida 1s mentioned as the author §
There are also several panillehsms mm the Sanshut

sl e IS P PR TR = LA L

€ A hist of Rama Pamvida s works 19 given as appendix
+ Vide Kerala Sahitya Caritra by Mahahavi Ullur S
Parame vaia Aiyar, Vol IIT P 332
{ Vide colophon 1 the Malay vam manu<eript No L.
619 (Mss Labrary collection) ot Pancatantra-
qra-a e W aivama )
RO gTREEA @A AEEAT 1
Panecatantia 18 popularly known to be the work of
Runchan Nampiar
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works of Panivida andthe Malagilam works of Nampiar,

Those who oppose the view however point out that
Nampiar's Sansknit scholarship asrevealed in his Tullal
works 18 not sufficiently deep to justify the identiheation.

As the evidence available is not conclusive, we can only
leave the question for further researchs

Fixing our attention on the known Sanskrit and
Prakit works of Rama Panwvada, we find him to be a poet,
dramatist and commentator of 1cmarkable talents Visnu-
vilass and Righaviya are Sanshiit Mahahavyas by Pinivada
Kamsavaho and Usiniruddha a1e lns Prakit Kivyas, His
Bhigavata Campu as well as his Stotras a1e also com
mendable lteray productions His commentaties and
his works on Chandus snd TaJa reveal the profandity of
his learning in several btanches of knowledge.

Four works of Rima Panwvada belonging to the
Rupaka type have been discoveretl, Lilavati, Candiihs,
Madanaketucnut&, and Sitaiaghava. Thess works aie
beautifol productiong entitling their author to a place
of honour among the dinmatists n Sanshnt. Lalivat,
Candrika and Madansketucainta aie shorter waorks,
the first two being one act plays {Vithis) and Madana
ketucarita & Prahasans Sitatdghava 1s the only Lnown
work of Rama Pamvida belonging to the Ndtala type
and admittedly one of is most important works.

A few facts about this Niataka and a brief
analysis of 1ts contents are given below:—

Fiom the Prasthdvana (prelude) we understand
that the author of this prece 19 Rama Panivada, and
that he wrote this for enactment before the assembly
of learned Brihming who had come to Trivandrum in
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response to the invitation of Mahiraya Martinda Varma,
presumably on the occasion of the Muraqjapam festival
1n the temple of 811 Padmanabha 1n 1756 The poet best

ows gh praise on his patron, Mahiwraja Martinda Varma
in the following verse —

FYAM-L q{d FITHI@AR
g7 SARzegRvIzgaRTEa |
qIFACAAAAA(GSITANA A g W
guocgatuaai arfrega® 0 (1.5 )

The play opens with the scene of Da‘arathg
and Kausalya anxiously awaiting the news about Rama
and Laksmana wh) had gone with Visvamifia to 4fford
protection for Ims }ayiia Then a messenger by name
Chatiyana, aruives there and ratrates the exploits of
Rama friom the slayimg of Tataka till Rama and Laks
mana were taken to Mithila by the sage

The second Act precents a well concerved seene
where two Asiias Mayavasu aud Earambaka, determmined
to take vengeance on Rama for the slaughter of Tataka
and Subahu and for putting to fight Marica, appesr n
the court of Janaka disgmsed as Dasaratha and Sumantra
Their amm was to dissuade Rawa fiom stunging Sivas
bow and thus talnng the hand of Sita m mairiage In
this and 1n simlar other scenes Tamivada shows his
1emarkable ability to handle delicate sitnations The
second Act closes with the sudden exit of the disguised
demons on the arrival of Dafaratha and g party from
Ayodhya to attend the wedding of Rama and Sita Maya
vasu was however deteimined to contmue his designs of
hostihity against Rama, ana swore that he would mneite
Parz wtama against Rama fu bresLing the bow of Siva
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(Pira’urimyy preceptor), and persuade Rivana to abduct
Sita. .

TR gdeam grideaY auat |
W% g A Uqu"ian'&asﬁ‘ﬁaﬂ D (1L 45.)

The third Act 1safarewell scene Where Sita,
Ormila, Srutakivti and Mandav (who wete married to
Rama and higs three brothers Laksmana Bharata, and
Satuwhna) take leave of Junaka. This scene reminds
one of the fomth Act of Sikuntala of Kalidasa.

In the fourth Aet the dramsiist introduees a
new character Ayomukii {a friend of Stirpanakha) who in
the guise of Manthara incites Eaikeyi to expel Rama
to the forest and secure the kingdom to Bharata,
éﬁrpanakha was possionately in love with Rame and it
wag her ardent wish {o get Rama near her sylvan abode,
Rivana i also intioduced in this Act ss deeply yea-
rning for the union with Sita, To heiehten the effect of
the scene Prahasta is made to present a picture of
Sita Lo Ravana, which {uither arouses Rivana’s passions
and makes him aet almost like a mad man,

The ffth Act is mainly taken up with Rima's
alliance with Sugriva and Mayadvasu's attempt to thwart
it in the guise of Chirana. This iz an agreeable repetition
of the enrlier scene where we saw Chirana in the guige,
of Dafaratha, This scene has a two.fold purpose, () of
continuing the Miyivasu story, and (2) of nanrating the
exploits of Hanuman in Lanka and the incidents con.
neeted with that episode. The report of Miyivasu wag
of course calculated to drive Rams to despondence b
falsely narrating the killing of Sita by Rivana ﬁnding



-5-

her to be uutractable. Miyivasu's intention as he him.
self states was—

931 3rad PrETEr arags 93, |
-t - [ al Ll o L
73T FAA A FAA IR 1 (V. 34 )

‘ Buf the attempt of Mayavasu was thuarted in tiwe
by Dadhimukha, the keeper of Sugriva’s garden, who came
complaining about the pillage of the gaiden by Hanumin
and the mounkey forces who had vetuined fiom L#nka

The sixth Act opens with a Pravedalg in the
form of a dialogue between a Vansdévati {who came to
Lanka in search of Sita at the instance of Lopimudra)
and Tanhilaksmi. The gloiy of the reconstructed Lanka
after its destruction by Hanumao forms the theme of the
d:nlogue. The mission of the Vanadivata was to know the
plight of Sitadivi, This naturally leads to the next scene
where Sita i3 introduced as seated inthe Afoka garden
guarded by Trijata and Sarama. The Iatter part of this
Act presents also the tumultuous scene of the battle
in Lanka.

The play closes with the last and the seventh
Act dealing with the returnof Rima and Sita to Ayidhya,

Pamwda has succecded in an eminent degiee
in securm" dramatic effectiveness in the presentstion (f
the plot. No doubt he boriowed the story from Rimi-
yann But the presentation is Jargely originsl. He had
derived inspiration for his innovations fiom other
Sanckrit dramas based on Rimiyaps, like Uttararima.
carita, Jinakiparinaya, Afearyacidimapi and Anurgha.
righava. But he has Leen able to show his individuslity
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and hag never &egenerated into imitation. No great claim
can be made in the matter of characterisation although
the delineation of Mayivasu ceirtainly deserves praise,
Panivida’s special skill lies in creating and - handling
situations commendable for their thestriesl effect. The
dramatist has succeeded in connecting the early inci-
dents of Rima's life in killing Titaka and Subihn with
the whole of the later events in the Rimiyana as being
brought about by the hostility of the demons.

Like several other Sanshrit Natakds, Sitirighava
also deserves greater praise as a poetic work, Panivida
shows himself at hig best in this work as a master of
ornate expression We may quote a few stanzas by way
of ilinstration:-

Fal A ?lﬁmﬂaaaw’tma A3
raTgAnAlEAEAwe R RaEd |
Y

=i graal g wE Ry
Hew yiszgaaali als FwRE 0 (1 14)

AR AT A A 375~
qs=alasraR e IRAS TN AR |
SEEHIEIagn el A-gazigarg:
U, RITR WARUAGY 97gal ARIRIE: I (IV, 19.)

IIg@ (ARG aRERIgAA JTRTTH-

T faiie: Raraveamntons Rasd |
aRieysledimanszezdanydigan

Gl ﬁimi&:ﬂ?ﬁ?{ﬂmg{ﬁ%ﬁ ARy I (VI 1)
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There are five Manusenipts of this work n
this Labrary —

Mg No 11¢cz marled ® was obtained fiom Sni

. Visnu Namputin, Ettikkada Iilam,
Ayanl udr T adutturutts in Noith
Travancore

ALs No 1cg23, marked w, fiom Nilakanthan Sulu
maran Muttitn Chozmkksnia 1llam
I adutt nuttt

Ms No 115z, mmled @, belopgs to Naaysies

Muattunnt Mencn, Ampalapruza
Ms No 12344, mariked ¢ brcught ftem  Akayur
Mana Cochin

Ms No L 478, mathed T brought fiom Pumulh
Mana, South Malabar

All the manuscLipts are written 1o Malayilam
seuipt and are well preseived Of these the first one

alane contains the Chaya for the Pralot passages
m the drama

St i 8 Mahadeva Sistir the foomer Cmator,
Sm V G Namputitiand Sn1 V. Naayanan Namputin,
M A B Se BT Pandits i this Labrary have assisted
me tn the preparation of this edition

Labiary, Trivandrum

Suranid ! uman Pillay,
do~D 19HE

Tt ereet 5 Maenusoripts
Honoral y Directoy

r



APPENDIX
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A list of Rima Panivida’s Sanskrit works:-

Visnuvilisa'~ A Sanskiit ! ivya with the com-
mentary Visnupiya, edited by Dr. P, X, Na
tayana Pillm, M A; Ph, D, No, 165, of the:
Trivandiom Sanshrit Seiies. )

Righaviya:- A Sanskiit Mahikivys, edited by Dr.
L. A Ravi Varma in 1942, asT 8.8 No 146.

3 Iamsivaho — A Pkt ] dvyas, edited with Eng-

lish notes and translation byDl A N.TUpadhye,
Bombay, 1940.

4 Usinnuddhai— A Prakrt Kavya, edited with an

" introduction and Skt Cebay; by Dr, C. Kunhan

Raja and S Subrahmonya Sﬁstri, Adayar, 1943,

5. Talivati:-- Publiched in the Sanskrit Quarterly

Journal of the University Manuseripts Library,

Thiivandium, Vol, 111, Nos. 2- 4,

6 Candrika — Published by Prof. Rima Pisiroti
in the Bulletin of the Rama Varma Research
Institate, Trichur, 1914 No. 3.

7. Madanakétucaritai—~ A Prahasanapublished with
an introduction by Lh. P, K. Narayana Pillai,
M. A;Ph, D, Trivandrum, 1948,T.8.8. No! 161

8. Sitaraghavai— Edited by Saranid Fufijan Pillai

utvmrb;ttﬂu w1 DHD. No 1y, 1'93%. W Pury o
this work has been published in the Sihitya-
ratndvali Series, Trichur,

g Siryadataka and Ambarinadi‘a Stotiai— Both
published by K. Natdyana Pisiroti in the Sihi
tya Parishad Traimasibem, Ernakulam, Vol, 7.

| 3
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