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PREFACE

Siva-Mahimnah Stotram or the Hymn
on the Greatness of Siva is considered
by many to be the best of all the hymns
found in Sanskrit literature. Sri Rama-
krishna once went into Samadhi, while
repeating it. It is grand in conception,
sublime in diction, and uplifting in its .
influence. Some of the wverses may
fail to appeal to the modern people, but
their cumulative effect on the mind of
the readers is none the less. The very
recital of this beautiful hymn raises one
to a higher plane of existence. There
are many persons who repeat it daily
though not fully understanding it, yet
they derive immense benefit, It goes
without saying that persons who recite
it after knowing its meaning will have
more spiritual advantage. For the benefit
of those English-knowing people who
have no deep knowledge of Sanskrit,
we give this English translation.
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Nobody knows definitely who is the
author of this book. There is a legend-
ary story that one Pushpadanta com-
posed it to please Siva, whose wrath
he incurred by treading on the flowers
which were left after worshipping the
Great Deity. The Verse No. 37 supports
this legend. It might be that some devotee
of Siva wrote this hymn under this
pseudonym. This is quite in keeping
with the Indian spirit which makes a
man shrink from the idea of seeing his
name blazoned before the public. Who-
ever may be the author, doubtless he is
immortalized in this hymn and will
receive silent homage from the devotees
of the Lord for all time to come.

ADVAITA ASHRAMA

Mayavati PAavITRANANDA
2éth February, 1938
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

Afgw: AT QAT agER
TR AT aEIEAREEE (I |
SIS A EARAIAIEET gor
AATAT T & AaEg: aRET ) g )

g€ O Siva & of Thee #fgst: of greatness
g great 91¢ limit s1f&g9: of one who does
not know &gfa: praise af¥ if srazaf unfit,
qd, then sREIT™IT even of Brahma and
others fi1x: praises @fr with regard to
Thee sg@4t: inadequate. 9127 and if TaRfy-
qiiomaATEfa according to one’s intellectual
capacity s praising |a: all w1 people
wiarea: unblamable @afit becomes ( =
then ) ¥id in composing hymn warfg
even my Q: this qitFw: attempt favqars:
free from blemish.

Page Two



THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

1. If the praise of Thee by one who is
jgnorant of the extent of Thy greatness
be unbecoming, then® the praises of even
Brahma and others are inadequate for
Thee. And if? all remain unblamable

by praising Thee according to their

intellectual powers, then even this

attempt on my part to compose a hymn
is free from any blemish.

t Then the praises etc—For even Brahmd and
others do not fully know the greatness of Siva.
2 If all remain etc—God forgives all imper-

fections in men, if they are sincere in their
devotion.
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

Tt A q T AfGAT qrgATa-
WFATT 4 AfhaAtTay S |
q HE TIAA: FiQTR: weg v
a3 =IRiET 9q T 7 A wew @A) R4

= because I Thy afgwr greatness
qEeAsEd:  of speech and mind q=Yr

object &fia: surpassing, ( s therefore )
g which 33;{%[: #fT even the Veda stagem-
AT by the method of ‘Not this? =f
fearfully sifirast  describes ' (#fEar)
that greatness %€ by whom T q: can
be sung Hfafaagm: contains how many
qualities ¥ to whom oo object of
perception  ¥WAfT  becomes? g

but
sl 92 to the form taken later T
whose #: mind q=: speech 71 gafy does

not turn ?
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

2. Thy greatness is beyond the reach
of mind and speech. Who! will (duly)
praise That which even the Vedas
describe with? trepidation, by the
method of ‘Not® this, not this’ 2—how*
many qualities does That possess ? and
can® be perceived by whom? Yet to®
the form taken later, whose’ mind and
speech do not turn ?

1 Who will etc.—i,e. none can.

1 With trepidation etc.—because conscious of
the impossibility of describing the Absolute.

3 Not this etc—One cannot say what the
Absolute is like; one can say only what It is
not.

4 How many etc.—i.e. nobody can enumerate
1ts qualities.

* Canbe . . . whom 7—i.e. the Absolute can
never be the object of perception.

¢ To the form etc.—i.e. when the Absolute took
forms to favour the devotees.

T Whose mind etc.—i.e. the thought and speech
of every devotee turn eagerly to the feet of God
with forms. .
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

ATERIAT T AAAS {fHaTa-

@ aem, i ami gurdferg |
AA AT T PUHRTTGET T
QAT ERT, gona glesdataan iz )

a@7 O Brahman #gesiar sweet qwae
supreme W veritable nectar AT the
Vedas fafaaaa: of the author @ to Thee
U of Brihaspati, the teacher of gods
@9 even am words of praise f (in-
terrogative) faemags object of wonder ?
gw®gd O Destroyer of Tripura g but wga:
thy gmsm{g-ﬁﬁ through the merit from
praising Thy glories #% my wgaf this aoff
speech gfa shall purify gfr this motive
aqf‘mﬁ\aiz‘f in composing this hymn #gm
my afg: mind s7=fdar engaged.
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

3. O Brahman! Does the praise of
even Brihaspati cause any wonderment
to Thee who art the author of nectar-
like sweet Vedas? O Destroyer of
Tripura, the! thought that by praising
Thy glories I shall purify my speech has
prompted me to undertake this work.

t The thought etc.—The reason is given why
he has undertaken the work, though the hymns
of even Brihaspati, the teacher of gods, are
insignificant to the Lord.
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

qasal TATIZZAESTT

gy A% (aQy o=y a3g |
STATATAIEAT, ITF THTAATATAAT

e sarereit fmaa % w=hm: 9

axg O the Giver of boons =fiaeg de-
scribed by the three Vedas snrggaman-
q9q%d  the creator, preserver and
destroyer of the world gufirang according
to different qualities fargg @gg in three
bodies sq&q divided aF Thy =9 which
@ad’ Divinity @ that fag=g’ to refute
g% some Wef&: thick-headed persons
affwg in this matter AFSATAR to the
ignorant  {AUAATY  pleasing ( FTHmIETT:

really ) @O hateful R 1E i

opposition fazad offer.
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

4. O Giver of boons, in refutation of
Thy Divinity which is described by the
three Vedas, which creates, preserves
and destroys the world and which is
divided into three' bodies according to
the different® qualities, some?® thick-
headed persons offer arguments, which
are pleasing to the ignorant but (in
reality) hateful.*

1 Three bodies—namely, Brahmd, Vishnu, and
Siva.

* Different qualitiecs—namely, Sattva, Rajas,
and Tamas. 3

2 Some—referring to the Miméimsakas who
maintain that God has no form, and 1is not the
cause of the creation, preservation, and destruc-
tion of the world.

+ Hateful—because their views go against the
Vedas.
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

it faaa: @ @y fwgafengad
TRATIOY AT G (HEIE i = |
ATFATT AT T
FARISH HIEFIET RZE 0@ | 20|

@g indeed &: 9rar that creator fisite:
with what desire f®m™@: with what body
f&gam@: with what instruments f&anam
with what support fgargra: with what
materials &rgad  three worlds Tafa
creates g ¥ of this nature ATFTAT
whose Divine nature js beyond the reach
of reasoning =fq with regard to Thee
AATEWTA: though having no scope for
% such Fa®  argumentation ST of
people HgF for delusion FifAF, some
gaf¥a  wrong-headed persons gawafa
makes vociferous.
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

5. To! fulfil what desire, having
what body, with what instruments,
support and materials does that creator
indeed create the three worlds 2—this
kind of vain argumentation with regard
to Thee whose Divine nature is beyond
the teach of intellect makes the pervert
ed? vociferous to the delusion of
mankind.

1 To fulfil etc.—When a man does anything,
he has a definite purpose ; he can work because
he has a physical body; and while making any-
thing he needs three things—some instruments,
some materials, and a support. Ignorant people
want to scc these conditions fulfilled in the
God’s act of creation. But such expectations
are idle, for God is God—He cannot be judged
by any human standard.

* The perverted—The atheists referred to in
the previous Sloka. Their wrong thinking is
due to their being under the sway of Mayi.
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

ATFATAT ST FRATAITAISIT FTAT-
AtIgEr W AT T96T |
ST T AN GAATAA & AT
AT AFIEAT TIAEC FATT @ N & |l

gAEET O Lord of gods sraaaaraista
though having body @& the worlds
ss=AT: birthless f& whether 7 sWEt of
the worlds w=fafa: creation wfagmns
creator siATEe without wafaw becomes f&
whether ? @aawi99 in the creation of
the worlds st+fia: except God % ar who
else qftwi attempt Fal@ can make ?
Iq: because g these wegwr fools ( ra:
therefore) &t afd with regard to Thee
®AITa raise doubt.
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

6. O Lord of gods, can the worlds
be without origin though! they have
bodies ? Is the creation of the worlds
(possible) without a creator ? Who else
but God can begin the creation of the
worlds ? Because they are fools, they
raise doubt as regards Thy existence.

! Though . . . bodies—Whatever has a body
must have origin,
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

et |ied AT aPAAAT I Al
qFA HEATH GUHZAT: T o |
Al F AT T (EAAATTIIAT
JUMART TIEEAT TIGAUVT T || S ||

F9t the three Vedas @i®d Samkhya
@i Yoga uqygufamad the doctrine of
Pasupati dend the Vaishnava doctrine
g these afsa different 9€aT¥ paths (=g
being ) g% this path 9§ best $1g: that
path 92 proper gfd = thus =fiamg of
temperaments dfsara due to difference
EIFRSAGUTGRL 0t of people following
different paths—straight or crooked gzmi
of waters &t0ig: ocean g7 like & Thou
aF: one WY goal @l art.
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

7. There are different paths (of
realization) as enjoined by the three!
Vedas, Samkhya,® Yoga,® Pasupata*
doctine, and  Vaishnava® Sastras.
Persons following different paths—
straight or crooked—according as they
consider that this path is best or that
one is proper due to the difference in
temperaments, reach Thee® alone just
as rivers enter the ocean.

' Three Vedas—Rik, Sima, and Yajus.

* Samkhya—as propounded by Kapila.

* Yoga—as propounded by Patanjali.

* Pasupata doctrine—which says that Pasupad
or Siva is the creator of the world and that
liberation can be had by meditating on Him.

* Vaishnava Sdstras—such as Nirada Pancha-
titra, which inculcate the worship of Visudeva
or Sri Krishna.

¢ Thee alone—Paths are different, but all are
unanimous that God alone is the goal,
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

ALY @G GTPTNA ER Hivra:
FUSTNTTY TG AT THIH |
gUeArarEtE 3ata g AIgganEat

7 {8 EFEATUH AT9gmasw gAa ||15)

g O giver of boons ®A&i&w great bull
@gﬁ' leg of a bedstead g3y axe wfws
the tiger skin W& ashes ®{Ur: snakes
Fq@ a human skull ¥ and g this g
Thy @#9F0 principal possessions, g
though g gods wagymlifEat given by
the casting of thy eyes @t @t those =f&
treasures g4f@ enjoy f§ indeed fawxm-
gagwn the mirage of sense-objects
g one whose  delight is in the
Self 7 not wFATT deludes,
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

8. O Giver of boons, a great bull,!
a wooden club, an axe, a tiger-skin,
ashes, a human skull and the like—these
are Thy sole possessions, though?® by the
mere casting of eyes Thou gave to gods
great treasures which they enjoy.
Indeed,” the mirage of sense-objects
cannot delude one whose delightis in
the Self.

' Bull etc.—Bull is used for riding. The club
and the axe serve as weapons. Tiger-skin is
the substitute for cloth. Ashes are used for
besmearing the body with. Snakes are a sort
of ornaments to His body. Human skulls serve
the purpose of drinking cups.

* Though etc.—His style of living isabjectly
poor, though at His mere wish gods possess
infinite treasures.

3 Indeed etc.—The reason why He lives so
poorly is that sense-objects have no attraction
for one whose delight is in the Self.
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

gE HEg §E GRGATEENT NG

QY SIS FOTE TR SASTETY |
RS R, g & (& RAT £
sgaaivE(n @t 7 Ty g g8 gEar )

gwgst O Destroyer of the demon
Pura &f#q some one @5 the whole ],
universe 3F eternal 9T some other g
while g5 this &% all Ze. the universe
WA transitory @gf@ says 9@ another
FATISAa AT sl in this whole world
Ht=andtad eternal and non-eternal sqzq-
93 with different natures wEfa says @
by them {afema: bewildered g9 as if &t
Thee ¥gawa, praising & not f‘a‘éﬁq feel
ashamed 43 Ah @g indeed g@awr garrul-
ity 921 audacious,
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

9. O Destroyer of Pura, some' say
that the whole universe is eternal while
others? say that all is transitory. Yet
others® maintain that all these are
eternal and non-eternal—having differ-
ent characteristics. Bewildered,* as it
were, by them I do not feel ashamed to
praise Thee. Indeed this garrulity
indicates my audacity®.

1 Some . . . eternal—The Simkhyans say
that the effect is asmuch eternal as the cause.
The universe has come out of Prakriti. Prakriti
is eternal, therefore the universe also is eternal.

* Others . . . transitory—The Kshanikavédi
Buddhists say that everything is momentary.
3 Others . . . non-gternal—The Naiyyikas

say that ether etc. are permanent; the jar etc.
non-permanent.

« Bewildered etc.—When a person is bewildered
he is not conscious whether he is making himself
ridiculous by his words and deeds.

s Audacity—] do not know Thy real nature,
yet I am forced by my audacity to praise Thee.
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

qasad ez agak fARfadRo:
T8 AATASATACHATIT: |

TAT ARASTAWEIUZAT [T T
TI% EF anAt a9 AT GBS || 20))

faftm O Girisha saeesrsaagw: having
for body a pillar of fire @@ Thy 9a which
T4g greatness 9 that 9af¥ on the above
faftfa: Brahma s below gl Vishnu
7arq trying utmost afi<3w to gauge sme
unable T became @@: then wiesal-
AULFINZFAT TAT to  these two praising
Thee with devotion and faith #q_ because
&g of thy own accord awer revealed
Thyself, (ﬂaﬂa‘: therefore ) @ Thy AgIt:
worship 1& whether | not ®@A bears
fruit ?
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

10. O Girisha, BrahmA! trying above
and Vishnu trying below failed to mea-
sure Thee who took the form of a pillar
of fire. Afterwards® when they praised
Thee with great devotion and faith,
Thou revealed Thyself to them of Thy
own accord, indicating whether® Thy

worship can go with out bearing result.

! Brahmd etc.—Referring to the story that
Brahmi and Vishnl once quarrelled between
themselves as to who was greater. God Siva
then appeared before them in the form of a
column of fire. Brahmi and Vishnu tried to
measure the body of Siva to prove their res-
pective supremacy, but both failed. At this in
all humility they began to praise Siva who,
being pleased with their prayer, revealed Him-
self to them,

* Afterwards . . . accord—God is far away
from those who approach Him with pride and
self-conceit. But He is easily realized by those
who are humble and prayerful.

* Whether. . . result i.e.—The worship of God

can never be in vain,
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

- ~ .
TAMETEE (IIAAITA TR
FUEAN AZATEAIT TWHISITILT, |
EGe e BUTWE R BRI E T
ferarEgR RagEs
B ECIECCUIRER
f&rgegt Oh Destroyer of Tripura gameq:
the ten-headed Ravana #aar easily
fagas three worlds saw=afa®i without
any trace of enemy @@ making

HIIEANTT eager for war FIgF arms I,

that s033a held g& this Grgmstiea-
SORAIREAR:  offering  the cluster of

heads as lotuses to Thy feet fRugim
steady @gw®: of devotion to- Thee

B
fareglsa result.
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

11. O Destroyer of Tripura, that the
ten-headed Ravana after! ridding the
three words of any trace of enemies
remained with arms eager for (fresh)
war is due to the fact of his having great
devotion to Thee—devotion which?
prompted him to offer his heads as
lotuses to Thy feet.

1 After . . . war—This indicates his great
prowess.

* Which prompted ectc,—Thereis a story that
Rivana while worshipping Siva cut off one by
one his nine heads and offered them to the
feet of the Lord as substitutes for flowers. And
while he was about to cut off his last head,
Siva appeared before him and offered boons.
Réavana prayed for the restoration of his nine
heads and invincibility in war, which were
granted.
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

T FAFRITTACMIET AT
TS FSTYSY SFFITFat FRgaa: |
AFHAT QAT SASTASATEI (T
afqgr @zArEg Sagai=ar

gaE@ @ 1 9= )

Ea@aaataTaEd whose strength was
got by worshipping Thee §was forest of
arms @gfagaat dem to Kailasa, Thy
abode #IfF even @@rq with great valour
famwea: applying #g of him (Ravana)
gfaer stay @fx segafEaFein@ on Thy
moving with ease the tip of Thy toe
Q@5 even in the nether world stevay
impossible #@q, became. EI:E; surely
gaf=a: affluent @@: wicked person gafa
becomes deluded.
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

12. When Ravana' extended the
valour of his arms—whose strength was
obtained by worshipping Thee—to
Kailasa, Thy abode, Thou moved the
tip of Thy toe, and he did not get a
resting place even in the nether world.

Verily, when affluent the wicked become
deluded.?

! Ravana etc.—Rdivana thought that instead
of going to Kaildsa every day for the worship
of Siva, he would pull down Kailisa and place
that in his kingdom. When he attempted that
Pirvati, the consort of Siva, became alarmed.
At this Siva moved the tip of His toe, and
Rivana was thrown away from heaven to the
nether world. Ewven there hisstay would have
been impossible, had not Siva taken pity on
him and lifted him up.

* Deluded—The wicked persons on getting a
good position in life become ungrateful to the
persons through whose help their success was
achieved.
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

az(E AT q9F TR Gal-

AT g qﬁmﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁga‘a: |

7 aigd afena aRafaak a=cgar-

ﬁﬁi} G”S!Egz =i f“mmmaaﬁ-r: EEY
a3 Oh giver of boons aftswfadafng=:

who had the three worlds at his com-
mand o Vana qeaia: very great {gf
possessing @fgq through gag: of Indra
(g wealth oq that stgas put to shade
&g of Thy feet aftafaafy with regard
to the worshipper @&\ him 7 not T
that fas to be wondered at. @fr to
Thee fIz@: of the head wgafy: bowing
down q;ﬁwﬁ what prosperity ¥ wWafy
does not conduce to ?
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

13. Oh Giver of boons, that Vana,’
who had the three worlds at his
command, put to shade the wealth of
Indra is not to be wondered at—he
being the worshipper of Thy feet.
What® prosperity does not result from
bowing down the head to Thee ?

! Vina—an Asura king, the son of Vali, the
grandson of Prahldda. He had a thousand arms
and was a great favourite with Siva.

* What . . . Thee?—i.e. one who worships
Siva becomes very prosperous.
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

ARSI FAA AT TG THU(-
fASgeasseiz ateEmad @ ggaga: |
g FHEAMT: FU3 qF 7 F&A A (IALY
fRrdIsiT s@ea gaawag-

e | 12 ||

fawga Oh Three-eyed One wimive-
AR EIR AR AIgEIEaaE  showing
compassion on gods and demons who
were panic-stricken at the whole universe
being suddenly threatened with destruc-
tion fa9 poison @gaaa: drinking = of
Thee %9 on the throat #: which #eATT:
stain & that 51 beautification 7 Fed
does not doEﬁrH not, garaa:zmﬁrauﬂﬁm:
of one addicted to freeing the world of
fear fa@rt: deformity wfy even gwrea:
admirable.
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

14. Oh Three-eyed One, it is not that
the dark stain on the throat of Thee
who! drank poison as an act of favour
to gods and demons at their being
panicky at the threatened destruction of
the Universe all on a sudden, has not
beautified Thee. Even deformity is
admirable in one who is given to freeing
the world of fear.

1 Who drank etc.—referring to the story that
at the churning of the ocean poison arose,
which threatened the destruction of the world.

At the supplication of gods and demons, Siva
drank that poison. The blue stain on His throat

is due to that.
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

At 43 &EiG g
faas e safa s
aeq (afgeEr: |
T ¢IHNY SAGCGTECTTRIg
TAT: TAQSATEAT 7 (& (WG
Qe QRGTE: || 9% )

g Oh Lord @& whose fafirat: arrows
|3gEAT with gods, demons, and men
safa in the world &fag =fy anywhere
afgamat:  unsuccessful & not faas=y
return, (e always sifam: successful wafsa
become @&: that ®¥: god of love |t Thee
FIIGIATEN like other gods agaq thinking
TAASATAHT an object to be recalled in
memory #gA became, {f§ because afarg
to the self-controlled gffaa: insult ger:
conducive to good  is not.
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

15. Oh Lord, the God of Love whose
arrows do not fail anywhere in the
world of gods, demons and men but are
always successful, became® simply an
object of memory by looking® upon Thee
as an ordinary god. For, an insult to
the self-controlled does not conduce to
good.

1 Became . . . memory—i.e. was dead.

2 Looking . . .god—The great God Siva
was day and night in meditation. But gods
wanted that a son should be born to Him to
lead them in battle against the demon Téaraka.
They sought the help of Kima, the God of
Love. Kima, conceited at his success everywhere,
tried to spread his influence even over Siva,
by throwing an arrow of passion. Siva, angry
at being disturbed in meditation, burnt Kima
to ashes with the fire of His third eye.
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

A TETEAE ARG FEET AT
93 [AengiERgRaasnHET |
gedi died aimsEiEa q
SEIgTY €d A ag AT {Fyar | & 0
& Thou STREA™ for saving the world
2fq dancest ( @F ) qrEana@id at the strik-
ing of Thy feet W&t the earth w{g{r all
on a sudden @A the conflicting
thought whether it will not come to
destruction aafd comes to. wmﬁ‘aﬁiqrﬁrﬁtﬂ-
Tg® with planets oppressed by the
movement of Thy iron-club-like arms
{awit: g the spatial region ( dmags asla
—as before ). @i: the heaven Afaga.
sizidifsaazr the side being struck by the
waving matted hair gg: just then eaniwey
g miserable becomes, ag Ah, faygar
AT mightiness unfavourable g ( indica-
ting wonder ) (Wafq is.).
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

16. In! order to save the world when
Thou danced, at the striking of Thy feet
the earth wondered whether it would
not come to a sudden end; so felt the
spatial region along with the planets,
oppressed by the movement of Thy iron-
club-like arms ; and the heaven became
then miserable—its side being struck by
Thy waving matted hair. Ah, Thy® very
mightiness is the cause of trouble.

1 In order to save the world—Once a demion
prayed to Brahma for the destruction of the
world.  The latter said that the boon would
be granted at some future time. This alarmed
the gods, who approached Siva for protection.
Siva at this began to dance; so that the time
for the granting of the prayer might pass
unnoticed. But it was such a mighty dance
that the three worlds were terror-struck.

2 Thy wvery mightiness etc.—Siva danced for
the protection of the world, but because of his
mightiness unknowingly caused trouble to many.
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

gt AETIa HA ARG
OATE! A A IS R o |
SZENAIRIT AEIATST A7 FatH-
A JqATEA 50 a2 qg: | 90 1)

faggardt pervading the sky Swronfara -
-i’r.ﬂasqgf%: the beauty of whose foams
is enhanced by having stars and planets
inside @: which 1%t of water S=1g: current
(@ that) & Thy fmel@ on the head
TAagLe: looked smaller than a drop of
water ; @@ by that ( g=: again ) ST, the
world s@f9g®d surrounded by waters
@R looking like islands Hd made,
gfa a194 by this ag Thy fgss divine ERE
body waAf@®w vast g@F should be
inferred.
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17. The! river which pervades the
sky and whose foams look all the more
beautiful because of stars and planets,
seems no more than a drop of water
when on Thy head. That® again has
turned the world into islands surrounded
by waters. And by this should be
inferred how vast is Thy divine body.

1 The river etc,—The same tiver flowing in the
sky is called the Mandakini, on the earth the
Ganges and in the nether world Bhogavati.

> That again etc.—It is said that the sage
Agastya once being angry with the Ocean drank
all its waters. Afterwards when the king
Bhagiratha prayed to Siva, out of the latter’s
matted hair flowed waters which covered the
world and divided it into seven islands.
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Top: SR FeaT MAIlEEEY Tt
TG TAEIRT IO T T4 |
el Risd Pracguarszaian-
fH3a: sgwedt @ @y weamm:
gaferE: | 1= 0

A0 the three cities like a straw
fawen: wishing to burn & Thy &fivit earth
: chariot ( 31&lq, ) was mr@af: Brahma
awar charioteer ( &l ) willeg the great
mountain Mery 9 bow (=@ ) et
and =Z1EY the sun and the moon 49rs
the wheels of the charjot ( \irEe, were )
WO Vishnu mr3: arrow (&) ;5
g@ in this manner = what @“q this
strgwEe: pParaphernalia ? g indeed
@9 with things at disposal  sigse:
playing 5gf&a: the intellect of the T,ord
7 not 9I&@+AT: dependent on others.
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18. When Thou wanted to burn the
three! cities which were but a piece of
straw (to Thee), the earth was Thy
chariot, Brahma Thy charioteer, the
great mountain Meru Thy bow, the sun
and the moon the wheels of Thy chariot,
Vishnu Thy arrow—why? this para-
phernalia? The Lord is not dependent
on others—He was playing with things
at His command.

1 Three cities—the three cities of the three
sons of the demon Tiraka. Siva destroyed the
three cities and the demons at the prayer of
the gods.

* Why . . . paraphernalia 7—Big equipment is
necessary for a big work only. One does not
use a sword to pare nails. The three cities were
but a piece of straw to Siva. Then why this
paraphernalia? Well, Siva was but playing,
taking these things.
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TR QIEE HASAGATATT TFAL-
43R TAT (AgRRTATFAT |
T IFIEH: RAlAAE TwHIIA
FATT T FgTER Ik
STIATH 1 28 ||

93T Oh Destroyer of Tripura gfy:
Vishnu & Thy 983 feet &% a thousanq
FATAMS offering of lotuses HATAA giving
(%171 then ) @ in that offering gay
one being less 7 that fsf his own Jasnes
lotus-eye Iq8TT, rooted out w@ that
migﬁ‘am exuberance of devotion AR
into discus qRwIfd @a: transformed (&g
being ) AWt W&t of the three worlds
T for protection AR remains alert,
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19. Oh Destroyer of Tripura, Hari®
rooted out his lotus eye (to make up the
deficiency) when one (flower) was miss-
ing in his offering of a thousand lotuses
to Thy feet ; this great devotion trans-
formed into a discus is alert in protect-
ing the three worlds.

t Hari etc.—The story goes that Vishnu
would daily worship Siva with a thousand
lotuses. One day Siva, in order to test the
devotion of Hari, stole away one lotus from
the collection of a thousand lotuses. At this
Vishnu plucked one of his eyes and offered that
with the flowers. Pleased with such great
Jdevotion, Siva gave Vishnu the discus, called
Sudarsana, with which the latter protects the
zhree worlds.
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Fat gR T @ART FA Hgaar
& FF AT FA(d FEUTAATS |
TATAT TIT FIJY FeEAgags
A4t AT THT TTARTT
FHG T || Qo |

wat gs\r sacifice being destroyed
WAL to the sacrificer ®@AA in getting
the result & Thou @ma awake wifyg
remain gEFIIES the worship of the Lord
a0 without aeqed destroyed Fa sacrifice
& where ®@fd@ bears result? st@: there-
fore ¥: man @i Thee #gg in sacrifices
wegmAfayga the giver of result ws}gq;
knowing &t in the teachings of the
Sruti #Igl F]GI putting faith FAG in
sacrifices ZaqfiFy:  resoulte ( wafg be-
comes ),
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

20. The sacrifice’ being destroyed,
Thou ever remain the connecting link
between the sacrificer and the fruit of
the sacrifice. When? does the destroyed
sacrifice bear fruit, if not® accompanied
by the worship of the Lord? Therefore
knowing Thee to be the giver of fruits
and putting faith in the Vedas, people
become resolute about the performance
of sacrificial rites.

t The sacrifice etc.—Sacrificial rite is an
action and every action is subject to origin and
destruction. Now how can a sacrificial tite bear
fruit in some other time or region after the
action of sacrifice has been destroyed? Some
say that the sacrificial rite produces, before
destruction, some effect called Apurva, which
bears result in the future. In refuting this
theory of the Mimémsakas, the author says that
it is the Lord who gives fruits to the sacrificer,
though the sacrificial rite may have an end.,

* When etc.—1i. e. it never does.

3 If not etc.—because the Lord is the giver
of fruits,
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frags 3= Sgaracneagar-
FRwATLsd U7 I GO |
Fgd NEAT: RIRSTAAAG AT
ad &g : ASTAIWTTTA &
A || R 1

mxng Thou giver of refuge (alEwT, et
in which sacrifice) ggwgat of embodied
beings erefiar Lord {wamger: expert in
sacrificial ritesger: Daksha by name swgafa:
sacrificer ( @ar @@ and where ) SR of
the Rishis snfiasd priestly duty (91 and)
g@Emm: gods @@L supervisors (& wify
even there) mgwelaIAsa@i@a: bent on
giving the fruits of sacrifices @w: from
thee sgsia: destruction of the sacrifices
(@1: became). g because stgifagd at
the absence of devotion ®@: sacrifices
%3 : of the sacrificer aifram@ for injury
& surely (wafea become).
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21. Thou Giver of refuge, (even) the
sacrifice where Daksha?, the Lord of
creation, expert in sacrifices, was the
sacrificer, Rishis® were priests, gods®
were supervisors, was destroyed by
Thee, (though Thou art) bent upon
giving fruits to the sacrifices. Surely*
the sacrifices cause injury to the sacri-
ficers in the absence of devotion.

1 Daksha etc—Daksha performed the sacrifice
with great eclat but insulted Siva. Hence the
great sacrifice was destroyed by Siva, though
He is always eager to give fruits to the
sacrificers.

: Rishis—such as Vasishtha.

¥ Gods—Brahmd etc.

4 Surely etc.—as in the case of the sacrifice
of Daksha,
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AT AT THART €0 grgas
e Qegat Reatigaeres agar |
FIGANR [FFAT FeEEaAg'
SEFa AsATY Awia 7
FAAMATHAR: || }1 )

a1 O Lord stfas seized with passion
@@ of the stag ag9r taking the body
ffggat who became a hind &t his own
§fgat daughter ftrafig’ desiring to get,
q@¥ forcibly 19 getting @IMFT keenly
pierced with the arrow @asa fearful fys
to the sky ard@ gone =g even 17" ssmaed
Brahma =geamt: of Thee holding a bow
in hand & Thy gmmsaMas: the fury of
the hunter s1@fT even now T @wfa does
not leave, '
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22. Oh Lord, the fury of Thee who
became a hunter with a bow in hand
has not as yet left Brahma though,
keenly pierced by Thy arrow and
terror-stricken, he has fled to the sky.
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FFEUAGET JAIITAIND I
9T gE QAR EIAA(T |
ATZ TR0 ST AACRAIEE A1
Fa T ST 99 T
g0 FIIT (1R3

gwaa Oh Destroyer of Tripura, a¥g
Giver of boons, 35t Parvati EF@ETIHE!
proud of her own beauty (@&t being )
gaugd holding the bow geqrgy the God
of Love g% in front (a1 by thee) gnas,
like a piece of straw g™ in a trice
“ge burnt TE seeing Al even afg if
FAfIEIREazaE, being placed on half
of Thy body on account of her austerities
i Thee A% uxorious #3f considers Ta
ah &gl surely T young women g
deluded.
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23. Oh Destroyer of Tripura, Oh
Giver of boons, even on seeing in front
the God of Love, bow in hand, burnt like
a piece of straw in a trice by Thee, if
Parvati', proud of her beauty, thinks
that Thou art under her fascination,
because? she was allowed to occupy half
of The body on account of her austeri-
ties, ah, surely all women are under
delusion.

1 Parvati—Consort of Siva.

? Because etc.—Pirvati  performed much
austerity to get the love of Siva. Taking pity
at her sufferings Siva allowed her to become
a part of His body. But forgetting this act
of pity on the part of Siva, Phrvati might
think, like ordinary women, that she got this
favour because of her fascinating beauty. In
that case she is wrong, as indicated by Siva's:

burning the God of Love. See Sloka 15, note 2.
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THGTAATHIST TAET [qAran: qg=q-
EIATAEATET: ST JHRODTRERT |
WA S qF \ag ARIAES
FATT A Ty, ATF TH

ARG 1R

zargy Oh Destroyer of the God of
Love aig Giver of boons @@ Thy thﬁg
in cremation grounds J1FI=T play faaman
ghosts @Z=A: companions {SarTEMRT:
besmearing the body with the ashes of
the burnt bodies =f§ and FFQafiwy:
string of human skulls | garland qd
this way =if@@ all e conduct g
indeed smged bad wag is, Uy yet
WELU]TI{ to those who remember Thee
qtH great AF® cause of good efy
becomest,
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24. Oh Destroyer of the God of Love
Oh Giver of boons, Thy play is in
cremation grounds, Thy companions are
ghosts, Thou besmearest Thy body with
the ashes of burnt bodies, and human
skulls are Thy garland—all Thy conduct
indeed is thus fulll'of. evil.: But® Thou
conducest to the great good of those
who remember Thee.

1 But etc,—This shows the difference between
men and Siva. Outwardly Siva seems to be

full of evil, but in fact He is the source of
infinite good to His devotees.
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[ TIRTS QA TATI ARG

TESIRIAN: QAR GBE Gz |
A TS 83 33 (aasaraany
FATFAETE (HATY ATHATTT

@ T =Y

afas: Yogis afad following the direc-
tion of the Sastras simH&: controlling
the breath H?qﬁj%% in the Self #a1: mind
AAMA concentrating Fq which Fafy
unspeakable &% truth s@iFa realizing
gz thrilling with joy nAgaET-
|fgaea with eyes covered with tears of
joy sgaad full of bliss % in the lake
fagssag swimming as it were REAUGE
inner joy 9@ get 9 that (< truth )
{#@ really w3, Thou.
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25. Thou art indeed that unspeakable

truth which the Yogis realize through
meditation on the Self, on controlling
the breath according to the scriptural
directions, and realizing which they
shed tears of thrilling joy and swimming,
as it were, in a pool of nectar, enjoy
inner bliss.
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TR TIAEEHT qIAH gaTa-
TEAIGESE AW &g aiurear
afaly =
IRESREAE @ aRkuar fwa frd
7 Aareaa AW g 99 &
T WIH 14N

@, Thou w1&: the Sun @7, @ the
Moon @® qaw: Air & gaag: Fire & ang:
Water @ si@ Space @#H 3 also wfop:
Earth &g st Self gfa = and sifg art
qftwrar: the learned people w&fr with
regard to Thee g these afifez=t limiting
fd opinion fsfd hold g but a5 we gz in
this world & Thou 79 7 which not wafiy
art @g that g== thing & ﬁ%’r: do not
know,
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26. The wise! hold this limiting
opinion about Thee—Thou art the
Sun, Thou art the Moon; Thou art
the Fire, Thou art the Air; Thou art
the Water, Thou art the Space; Thou
art the Farth and Thou art the Self.
But we? do not® know that thing

which Thou art not.

1 The wise—i. e. who consider themselves to

be wise.
2 WWe—i. e. we who do not pose to be wise.
s Donot . . . not—because Thou pervadest
all.
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4t {asit gRiEgITad Nafy gu-
AR FUHSTRIIIZ T, TS |
FAFa am FEARIEaEange:
[ARET =EA =1 [WiE FaOrdl-
fafraEg 1)

g Oh Giver of refuge =T three
Vedas fa=lt three gsfi: conditions fagas
three worlds @=it and HA{@ also three
U Gods simura: by ‘A’ ete. fafa: three
a: letters sifgaa, indicating sy gfa g
the word ‘Om’ s5%d separately @&t Thee
T mentions sgyfie: afnT: with subtle
sounds FFFFATE covered ( @0t 3T 92 )&
Thy Hoifasfy absolute gitd transcendent
a7 state @f Thee quzd collectively
( goulg ).
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27. Oh Giver of refuge, with the
three letters A, U, M, indicating the
three Vedas, three!® states, three worlds
and the three? Gods, the word ‘Om’
mentions Thee separately. United by
+he subtle® sound the word ‘Om’ collec-
tively? mentions Thee—Thy Absolute
Transcendent State.

<! Three states—namely, waking, dreaming,
and dreamless states.
» Three gods—namely, Brahmd, Vishnu, and
Rudra.
s Subtle sound —Technically it is called ‘Néada.
+ Collectively—The Mantra ‘Om’ when utter-
ed as one word indicates the Absolute Brahman,
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| 9&f &g qgaiacie: SEAgi-

Tqar WAgrATEta agirarEeT R |

;YR 9cd% XEUT 3T AT

—~ =3 -~ ~

TRAMITER ATEA AW(ETAASANS TR
COCHERT

a7 Oh Lord ¥wa: Bhava @& Sarva -6
Rudra qgqfa: Pasupati so: Ugra qEHTTR
Mahadeva #ta: Bhima 2ma: Isana It
( indicating that the list is completed )
79 g2 this wfwaraes eightfold name
Afq: Veda afd even na3F each sfymefy
mentions 1&H that faamr  beloved asr
name affgaaaa: sifkw I salute.
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

28. Oh Lord, Bhava, Sarva, Rudra,
Pasupati, Ugra; Mahadeva, Bhima, and
Isana—these eight names are mentioned
even! by the Vedas. To these beloved?,
illuminating® names I bow down.

1 Even etc.—What to speak of the Smritis
and Puranas.

2 Beloved—Of His one thousand names, these
eight, being very important, are dear to Siva.

s [lluminating—expressing Siva,
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any Az PagT gfiem = a6y

W BNfREA TR AfREE T A |

TR afrg FEaa afyee g a9y

W BdER & afEafagia T gy

fimga Oh Lover of forests aZee
living very near q@: my salutation G0
9 as also living very far away q to Thee
R my salutation T@ygr Oh Destroyer
of the God of love aifdmm to the
minutest I7: my salutation afgem as also
to the largest @: salutation. fraas O
Three-eyed One af@gm to the oldest ag:
salutation afAgM 7 as also to the young-
est a0 salutation FFEd to all 7 saluta-
tion sifgaata transcending all ¥ to
Thee afzg this 7@ salutation,
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29. Oh Lover of solitude, my saluta-
tion to Thee! who art very near® as 2also
very far, far® away. Oh Destroyer of the
God of Love, my salutation to Thee who
art the minutest! as also the largest.”
Oh Three-eyed One, my salutation to
Thee who art the oldest® as also the
youngest.” This my salutation to Thee
who art all® as also transcending all.’

1 Thee who art cte.—This verse indicates the
greatness of Siva as in Him all contradictions
meet.

3 Near—because He is the indwelling spirit
of all.

3 Far away—because beyond mind and speech.

« Minutest—being even in atoms.

s Largest—being in large bodies like moun-
tains.

¢ Oldest—existing even before creation.

1 Youngest—being untouched by infirmities.

s All—He is the substratum of all visible and
invisible objects.

s Transcending all—being beyond mind and
speech.
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TEeAY fasdiquat aara agy aa:
TRSEaRY aqEer U9 a97 98 |
FAGTEEA FATNEH (T AR 94
FaEf o el A
TAT TR 139

fadigg@t for the creation of the
universe agmi’r with excess of Rajas
9™ to Brahma a@t &8 alut'ttmn

FIEER for the destruction of that qqg-
TAH with excess of Tamas 0T to Rudra
am T\ @eAiEwt with  excess  of
Sattva stag@®a for giving happiness to
the people #I™ to Vishnu st =m:)
fAe9q9d beyond the three attributes
aagfa effulgent 9% object framr to Siva
s
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30. Salutation to Brahma in whom
Rajas preponderates for the creation of
the universe, salutation to Rudra in
whom Tamas preponderates for the
destruction of the same. Salutation to
Vishnu in whom Sattva preponderates
for giving® happiness to the people.
Salutation to siva who is effulgent and
beyond? the three attributes.

1 Giving . . . people—i.e. for the preservation
of the universe.
2 Bevond . . . attributes—Siva is with and

without attributes. The ‘three attributes are
Sattva, Rajas, and Tamas. With Rajas in the
form of Brahmd He creates, with Sattva in the
form of Vishnu He preserves, and with Tamas
in the form of Rudra He destroys.

Page Sixty-one



SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

FOURW(T Ia: ZOI9Y & 92

& o a7 QUEATGrgN mazh: |

T ACRAAAIEE Al AR

T TWTAIES JTFATANGERG || 32 |
axg Oh Giver of boons Faafimfx ill-

developed FAI3T subject to misery &

this 9@ mind & ¥ where JUERAGEAT

of infinite virtues @Ad eternal =xfg:

power @ ¥ where gf because of this afd

seized with fear @t me WW=fiFA making
fearless wf@m: devotion ¥ =EOTAM: to Thy

feet SraggeaqEd (#f) me—who has

this hymn as an offering @&mam has
thrown.
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31. Oh Giver of boons, where is my
ill-developed mind subject to misery!
and where is Thy Divinity—eternal and
possessing infinite virtues? Though
terror-stricken because of this, I am
forced® by my devotion to offer this

hymn at Thy feet.

1 Misery—According to Patanjali there are
five kinds of misery—namely, Ignorance,
Egoism, Attachment, Aversion, and Clinging to

life,
1 Forced etc.—Love for God forces a devotee

to think that God will overlook all his littleness.
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ofFafiiad &g Fiste fagas
FIEETENET QA T |
fewia aig ghHar T qawis
FE0T QT PTG QO T A76A || 3R )
g Oh Lord ( afy if ) sifaafifas like
the blue mountain =@ ink f&=g: sea
qrsf inkstand gi@waear@r the branch of
the heavenly tree @l pen 31 the
earth =i leaf ¥7q be, @®ar the Goddess
of Learning (uaifa these) ardftear taking
afg if @a®m@ through eternity foafa
writes @7 even then @& Thy o of

* virtues 9% the limit & not = reaches.
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32. Oh Lord, if the blue mountain
be ink, the ocean the inkstand, the
branch of the heavenly! tree be pen,
the earth the writing leaf, and by taking
these if the Goddess of Learning writes
for eternity, even® then the limit of Thy
virtues will not be reached.

1 Heavenly tree—named Pdrijita.
2 Eyen etc.—This Indicates my audacity, justi-

fied only by my devotion, to praise Thee,
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AGGIIE AaqergAa-
ST FITIEaTE |
RS TOGFATTATAT
sfraEgTe: WalamwmT ) 3 |

gFFmaRg: the best of the demi-gods
gegg=aifiare:  Pushpadanta by  name
aqg@tg#}:ig‘: by Asuras, gods, and the
best of sages wfaa@ worshipped g=@RR:
of one having the moon on his forehead
afyauumfgs: whose praises have been
sung fag o1eq without attributes $sveq of
God gaq this @y beautiful s hymn
mgﬁ: in all seriousness ¥FW composed.
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33. The best of demi-gods,! Pushpa-
danta by name, composed in great
devotion this beautiful hymn of the
Lord, who is worshipped by demons,
gods, and the best of sages, whose®
praises have been sung, who has got the
moon on His forehead and who is
attributeless.

1 Demi-gods—Gandharvas or heavenly musi-
cians.
2 Whose praises . - - sing—i.c. previously.
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TELEATT T Wranaq

I3{q qTARAT PEE: AT T |
| AFia (TS SEgeaEaaqTss
AGLATIAIE, GATT, RAGATET | 32 )

@ which gaw, person ggfaw: with
purified heart qg@9®AT in great devotion
swad beautiful gag this y&2: &Wd@ the
hymn to Siva =g always qafa reads,
&: he fara@i¥ in the abode of Siva sRge:
like Siva wafq becomes g4 and s in this

world agIRaag: IATF possessed of much
wealth, long life, and many children

ﬁiﬁ‘tﬁ[ﬁ famous = also ( ¥af@ becomes ).
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34. The person who with purified
heart and in great devotion always
reads this beautiful Hymn to Siva,
becomes! like Siva (after death ) in the
abode of Siva, and while in this world
gets much wealth, long life, many
children as also fame.

1 Becomes like Siva—i.e. Becomes one with

Him.
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AZICATALT T AT AT GUEA |
ST AT ATRS aed

A g3 1| 3% 1|

ARA better than Siva @iqw: another
2= god = there is not WEE: better than
the Hymn on the Greatness of Siva A
another &gf@ hymn 71 there is not AT
better than Siva @#9%: another awq:
sacred word a there is not [F: better
than the spiritual teacher 93, another
axd thing to be known @il there is not
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35. There is no god better than Siva,
there is no hymn better than the Hymn
on the Greatness of Siva, there is no
sacred! word better than the name of
Siva, there? is nothing better to be
known than the real nature of the
\ spiritual teacher.

1 Sacred word’—which is to be tepeated and

meditated upon for gpiritual unfoldment.

3 There « - » ceacher—The spiritual teacher is
the channel through which Divine mercy flows;
as such he is one with God. One who ‘has
known the spiritual teacher has known God.
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AT g qaENY e
AETZRT SR |
ARFEAIABE TSt
AEla T )| 38 )

QT initiation FH charity g
austerities ftsr’ pilgrimage F19 knowledge
of the scriptures armfgat like sacrificial
rites fRan  works afREEATEA of the
merit of reciting the hymn on the great-
ness of Siva dieall #@i one-sixteenth part
A not W&+ are not equal to.
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36. Getting initiation into the spiri-
tual life, charity, austerities, pilgrimage,
knowledge of the scriptures, the per-
formance of sacrificial rites—these do
not give one-sixteenth part of the merit
that is got by reciting the Hymn on the
Greatness of Siva.
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FHAZTAATAT ISR
fgTTRisEIIE e |
g Tg (AaafEs g8 aareg qarg
wEAtRZARTE fafsed At g
FgHgE™T  Pushpadanta by name
@aaaauet: the Lord of all Gandharvas
frgamaiesasaea of the great God
who has got the crescent moon on His
head F1&: servant & he @g indeed =1eg
of Siva 9@ ua from anger fawafEs:
from his glory ¥r: fallen Hﬁbemg fT=-

fa= very nice g< this afgaima+ hymn on
the Greatness of Siva ##H¥ composed.
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37. The Lord of Gandharvas?,
Pushpadanta® by name, is the servant
of the great God® who has the crescent
moon on His forehead. Fallen* from his
olory due to the anger® of the Lord, he
composed® this very beautiful Hymn on
the Greatness of Siva (to regain His
favour).

1 Gandharvas—musician demi-gods.

: Pushpadanta—literally ‘flower-toothed’, i..
whose teeth were like flowers.

s God who . . . forehead —refers to Siva.

4+ Fallen . . . glory—he lost the power of flying
through the air.

s Anger of the Lord—Siva got angry with
Pushpadanta as the latter trod on the flowers
left after His worship.

¢ Composed etc—It is said that Pushpadanta
had his power restored by composing this hymao.
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

¢ w .

FUEAMYST TR
gaia a1tz Agen gryfeat=Rar |
awfa (agatd fmad: gEan:
TATAUGAANS TEIFeaa@ad, || 35 ||

TTAlaERg giver of heaven and
liberation §w@& the Adorable of gods i.e.
Siva #fgsq worshipping @A with
one-pointed mind wmregf@:  with folded
palms ( &% being ) Ag¥: a person IfF if
geqgeasuita composed by Pushpadanta
wAlE unfailing g7 this ®ad hymn gafd
reads (& he ) f&=R: by Kinnaras LTREICE

worshipped far@#id to the presence of
Siva swfa goes.
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

38. After worshipping Siva, who is
adored by gods and who grants heaven
and liberation, if one with single-
minded devotion and folded palms
reads this unfailing® hymn, composed
by Pushpadanta, one goes to Siva, being
worshipped by Kinnaras.* |

1 Unfailing—sure of giving result, ie. leading

to Siva,
1 Kinnaras—a kind of beings who have got a

human form but whose head s like that of a

horse.
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM
MAAEEE Tl SaaaTauag
SFaH AATEIC U T, 1280

nw=aaaTiaa composed by the Gandharva
Pushpadanta §aauis describing  the
glory of God ¥gY# unparalleled gusf
sacred % this &5 hymn si@wg from
start to finish @ all ARgR fascinating.
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

39. This unparalleled, sacred hymn
composed by Pushpadanta and des-
cribing the glory of God is all very
fascinating from start to finish,
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

TEANT AISAA TAT 2ASDHIARAL |
TIfqar A 2 saat A EhYE: 18el

uar this ai@wAt of words st worship
s HFWEAL to the feet of Siva =tigay
offered gl 4= at this @il ever-propi-
tious @3m: the Lord of gods @ to me
sfigai may be pleased,
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

40. This hymnal worship is offered
to the feet of Siva. May the ever-
propitious Lord of gods be pleased with
me at this.
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

AT A A FATH RIEAISE 7oaw |
ArEISF AR qEWT AR "W 120

7wy Oh Great Lord &g Thy asd the
true nature of Thy being #zm: of what
sort aif@ Thou art a1 sy I do not
know. #gwed Oh great Siva mza: of
whatever sort @if@ Thou may be @

to that sort &t @m: salutation again
and again.
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

41. Oh Lord, I do not know the true
nature of Thy being—of what kind
Thou art. Oh Great God, my saluta-
tion again and again to That' which is
Thy true condition.

1 That . . . condition—implying that God will
accept the worship of a devotee, though he may
not know the real nature of the Lord.
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM
TRHTS BEIS AT RIS T G |
FITATG ®: REEtR adtay e

7: which AT person THF®& once =@
twice ar or @& thrice ‘ﬁ?{rreads, a: he

®/9q14: from all sins fafg & free e
in the abode of Siva w&iey is glorified.
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

42. The person who reads (this
hymn) once, twice or thrice is! glorified
in the abode of Siva, being free from
all sins.

1 Is . .. Siva—ie. after death he goes to the
abode of Siva and remains there in great glory.
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

TGRS et
TNEW {Hieaaam gTiEa |
FERIAAT qiEaa JEEIAT
gHitaT AS{a Jagiansg: 193

Higugragaugafriaa coming out of
the lips of Pushpadanta ffRaagim des-
troying sins gIB@N dear to Siva AW

by hymn &esfeaas committed to memory

qfdaw read seRud kept in the house
wagfa: Lord of the creation waam: great
god gHifordl greatly pleased wafw be-

comes,

gt shgwgratntad Gaaks: S
HHET |
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA

43. 1f a person learns’ by heart,
reads or keeps in the home this hymn,
which came out of the lips of Pushpa-
danta, and which destroys sins and is
dear to Siva, Siva—the Lord of creation
—becomes very pleased.

1 Leams . . . home—Three stages are men-
tioned —namely, committing to memory, read-
ing from books, and keeping the book in the
home. Simply keeping the book in the home
has some importance inasmuch as it will occa-
sionally remind one of Siva.

Here ends the Hymn on the Greatness
of Siva composed by Pushpadanta.
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