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PREFACE

The Puripas are the most marvellous documents written by
the Pilgrim Fathers of ancient India. Leaving aside the chaff
which has aloné attracted the attention of many, we find in them
a living literature which has guided the practical and philosophical
life of the Indians since times immemorial. This statement stands
true in regard to all the branches of culture. However, we propose
to deal here with the problem of the words of wisdom so finely
depicted in this rich mine of Puranic Jore.

The expression that is genérally applied to such kind of
literature is ‘Subhasita’ or ‘Nitivakya'. Though Niti has in later
times included so many other topics as polity and economy also,
still the earliest significance of it seems to have been restricted

to that of the sense carried by the term Subhasita, The Siva Purapa
describes the three~fold characteristic of the Subhisitas thus:
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Thus the first kind may be defined as the one which is

pleasant to the ears instantaneously but untrue and unwholesome in
the long run. It is never advisable (to follow) and is spoken by

an enemy with a good heart (31). The second is uttered by
a relative, who is kind and intelligent. It is unpleasant at first sight

but happy ultimately (32). The third type is the best which is

wholesome and the gist of truth, and like nectar immediately it {alls
on the ears, and which is wholesome all the time (33).

Keeping these essentials in view, we may just see what
a vast field the Niti passages may cover in literature. In fact,

they become all-inclusive—always having their own say in connec-
tion with all the philosophical outlook of man.

The Purapic Subhisitas, which are -equivalent to the Niti
passages, are numerous and varied. In fact they cover the various
tonics regarding women, the wise and the good, the friend and

the enemy, true life, wealth and poverty, destiny and action, and a@{
other topics—which directly affect the culture and the ordinary life

of 'a. In fact, being sometimes humorous, at athers reaching attd
rendiag the hearts of those against whom they are dirented, thev on
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the whole, form themselves a moral code for humanity in general
and Indians in particular. .

The Paiicatantra, Hitopadeta, the Satakatrayl, the Subhagita-
sarigraha, the Anyoktyastaka-sarhgraha and others form a few works
on Subhasita literatore. But the Purinic literature on the same
including the Brhaspati and Saunakiya Nitisiras (Garuda Purana,
Purvakhanda.Acarakanda, Adhs. 108-114 and Adh, 115) are of an
all-inclusive nature. It may be on an occasion of the observance of
a vow or Vrata, or the narration of a tale, or the description of
a particular scene like the Rasakridg, or a discourse on a philosophi-
cal topic, that a Subhzgita might have emerged itself,

The Purinas being for both the rich and the poor, the,
imnocent and the wiser folk of the nation, we find in the Subhasitas
also an address to humanity from a common platform. In fact while
laying stress on Varpa and Aérama, we find that they have not lost
sight of Dharma or right conduct. Further the Brhaspati and the
Saunakiya Nitisaras, while dealing with the problem of the duties of
a king, deal also with other factors concerning the whole of humanity,

The Puranic Subbasitas convey the ideals of the Hindu mind.
While condemning a miser, they also condemn the sentiment of
vanity possessed by the rich, While condemning the world of
womenfolk for their crooked nature and cunning, they have also laid
bare before us their true value as the builders of society. While
recommending the practice of Yogic and other exercises, they have
also idealised the more simple and nobler ideals of a householder’s
life. .

It is worth noting that the Vignu Purina specifically states
that Prahlada first of all was made to learn the Subhasitas, Ah! how
wise it should be if the same curriculum is kept before the younger
generation of India to day,

The Puranic Subhasitas have much in common with the
contents of the Satakatrayl, the Gita, the Hitopadesa, the Paficatantra,
Manusmrti and other works. The Brhaspati and Saunakiya Nitisaras
are exactly similar to the Satakatrayi. As observed by me else-
where they seem to belong to about the tenth or the eleventh
Century A. D,

As space does no permit us, we wish to leaye more to the
@ﬁfa?ad:ans to appreciate the contents of the Puranic Words of Wisdom.

Bombay, Caitra Pratipadd,
28rd March, 1947, A, P. Karmarkar
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