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INTRODUCTION

. The one distinguishing feature of the Dravidian culture is the
existence of the soul-stirring hymns of the Samayachariyas which
when set to music, not only infuse a highly devotional spirit in the
minds of the hearers, but also appeal to their asthetic sense. A large
portion of these hymns were sung by the three Saivite Saints, Appar,
Sambandar and Sundarar and their life-history as that of the other
Saivite Saints numbering sixty-three is the rich heritage of the Tamils,
This life history is but the story of the spread of Saivism and the cuit
of Bhakti in South India and the decline, nay the disappearance of
Jainism therefrom. The lives of these saints are told in Sanskrit verse
in this book styled Upamanyu Bhakta Vilasam as they are stated to
have been first expounded by Upamanyu at Kailas to the assembled rishis
when they enguired of him abcut the nature of the spirit of Saint
Sundara which advanced and merged into Makadeva at the time. These
stories have a permanent hold on the minds of the Tamils and the
Sanskrit version of them is of great value in bringing them home to the
devotional public in other parts of India. The stories are also full of
interesting particulars regarding numerous shrines of Mahadeva and
their surroundings which are of historic value. This book follows an
old and authentic manuscript of the purdna, which has been carefully
examined by Brahmasri Karungulam Krishna Sastrigal, Principal of
the Madras Sanskrit College who stands for foremost amongst the
‘expounders of Saiva Purdnas. The book deserves to be in the hands
of every devotee for daily study or parayana.

15—4—'31. } T. S. RAMACHANDRA IYER,
MYLAPORE. Retd. Disl. Regisirar.
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