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FOREWORD.

7% roner

I am glad that I have been accorded the
privilege of writing a foreword to this excellent
devotional poem 1n Sanskrit by Paudit Kavya-
lankara G-V Padmanabha Sastrial Avergal. He
hes written various poems 1n Sanskrit and Mala-
yalam, 1mecluding a long poem on our beloved King-
Emperor In this poem the Pandit takes us to
the lotus feet of the King of Kings and expresses
the moods and longings and raptuires ot the man of
punty of life and devotion of soul

I have always felt that one of the greatest of
our national duties 18 to carry forward the great
and glorious tradition of Sanskrit composition in
the realms of devobional poesy, pbilosophy, and
religion  Sauskrit 1s even to.day a hiving langu-
age in the truest seuse of the phrase and will be a
living language so long as the Hindu 1ace lives,
and the Hindu race dowered above all other races
with refinement, insight, and glory of vision and
glory of achievement can live a great and memor-
able and virgorous life only so long as the Sanskrit
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language is with us as our God-given guardian-
angel HEach age must compose its own devofional
songs, write its own philosophical works, and utter
its own spiritual intuitions to soothe and heal
the sorrows of the heart. I hence welcome the
Pandit’'s work as a valuable contribution in this

direction

The poem is full of the charm of" simplicity
and sincerity and the occasional flashes of hum-
our in it heighten the effect of the pathos and
yearning that necessarily underhe all spiritual
aspiration that realises the guif hetween the joys
of Grod-love and God-vision and the bondage of the
ways of the world and the life of the senses. The
poem is singularly free from all sectarian feeling
and expresses those noble and natural feelings of
dependence upon and love of God which are the
deepest, sweetest, and highest of human emotions.
I shall quote here a few of the beautiful stanzas
in the poem.
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I am very glad to lesrn that M. R. Ry. Diwan
Bahadur M. O Parthasarathi Iyangar Avergal,
whose interest in Hindu religion and Dharmsa and
whose wide sympathies and high culture are well-
known, has interested himself in the publication
of this work. I wish the author every success and
heartily join with him in hig view that all that we
do should he dedicated to the Liord.

Srirangam. } K S. R
v . INAMASWAMI SASTRI.
26th. November, 1917, Dastrict Munsiff, Srirangans.
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