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PREFACL.

The present edition of Swbhdishitanivi with the
commentary Ratnapetika of Srinivsa-sQri is based up-
on (1) a paper manuscript from the (overnment Oriental
Manuscript Library, Madras, and (2) the Mysore
Oriental Library copy kindly lent to me by the curator
Mr. A. Mahddeva Sastriar, n.a., M.R.A.8.  Though
these copies are traceable to different manuscripts and
supplement each other to a great extent, still in some
places both were found defective. Thus the Ratnape-
tika is not available for stanzas VIII—5, 1X—8, 9,
10 & 11 and X—9 & 10 and to make up for this
defect the commentary of Narakesari on these stanzas
has been added at the end of the book. No pains have
heen spared to arvive at the correct reading whervever
possible, but a few doubtful points in the commentary
have been left untouched, as I did not like, on my own
vesponsibility to modify them. Modern methods of
punctuation have been introduced into the commentary,
with a view to make it intelligible to the ordinary

reader.
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Of the two available commentaries, the Rutuu-

petika published here will be  found to contain almost

all the points needed for a critical study of the work.

T am indebted to my fricnds Vidvan Jayaranma
Venkatacharyar and Vidvan M. K. Tirunaraniengar
for some valuable suggestionsin determining the corvect

read ings.
M. T. N



Introduction.

HIS is a small poem on Morality by the Great
Visishtidvaitic teacher, Sri Veddintichdirya, who
lived from 1268 to 1369 A.C. The work consists

of 144 stanzas divided into 12 paddhatis or cantos
of 12 stanzas each: ¥ In the Ish five Cantos the author
condemns the ways of wicked men, while in the next five
the virtuous deeds of great men are extolled. The 11th
treats of ‘good poets’ and the last deseribes the wisdom of

‘diserimination.’

Aecording to tradition, this work was composed hy
the author for the edification of Prince Sarvajiia(?)
Singuppe Niyak who sought moral  and religious

instruction at his hands. Pleased with the Prince's

In an extra-verse at the end of the work, the author has
indicated these numbers by the mnemanic forms WIH (144) and

947 (12).
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eagerness und devotion, the great Acharya is said to
have written three other works to the sume end; viz.
(1) gragRw (¥) W@a=<A and (3) WEGQUlaa
Further he is said to have addressed to the Prince the
following stanza, which contaius in n..nutshell the

essence of his religious and philosophical teachings:——

qraIad 991gq gai 36 g3y

g@ agAgmaEgama Saffea aEa
AR GRE FRrafraal gaag sed

98 YT IAF FAMGT FROEHIERA: 0

Let us now see who this Stgappa Nayakinight he

*Professor Séshagiri Sastriyar, in bis Report on a
search for Sanskrit and Tamil Manuscripts 1896—97(No.
1. p. 9), identities this Prince with Sarvagia Smgana
Niyudu or Simha Bluipdla the author of Rasarnavasu-
dbakara, and says that he was one of the ancestors of the
present Raja of Venkatagiri, and that he flourished about
1330 A.C. It is also stated there that Naymdrdchdrya
(son of $ri Vedantacharya)went to his court and defeated

the opponents of the Vaishuava faith.

* _Iam indebted to Mr. R. Narasimhacharyar Avl. M. A,
M.R.A.8. for this reference.
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We have toexamine how far this identification is
«orrect.

Rao Bahadur K. Virezalingam Pantulu, while fixing
the age of the poet Srindtha)in his treatise on the Telugu
Poets, Part 1), has discussed the date of this author Sar-
vajiia Singama Nayudu and bas arrived at the conclusion
that he was a contemporary of Praudha Devariya of Vi-
jayanngar (1422-1447). He says further that he was the
10th in descent from Bhétila Niyudu or Chévi Reddr, the
progenitor of the Venkatagiri line of Princes, and that
his work on Poetics (Singabhnpaliva) was also known as
Chamat kira-chandriki. According to him, Srinditha was
the court poct of Vénui Reddi of Rajamundry, whose ins-
cription at Bhimavaram is dated 1434 A.C. The same

" Srindtha is said to have attended the Court of Sarvajiia
Singama Niyudwand to have prayed to Sarasvati that he
might also approve of the title Kavi-sirvabhawma confer-
ved on him by other Rulers.  Srinitha’s brother-in-law,
Bammera-Fotardjun, the well known author of Andhra-
Bhigavata, was the court poet of Sarvajia Singama
Navudu, who is said to have attempted to destroy that
work on the poet’s declining to dedicate it to him.

Again Mallinithe the great commentator of the
15th century (See Bhandarkar’s Preface to Mdlati-Mi-
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dhava) is said to have attended the court of vSarvujim
Singama Nayudu.

Thus we see that the renowned authorof Rasdrpava-
sudhakara or Singubhipaliya could not have been a cou-
tetr;p01'al'3' of Sri-Vedantacharya, who lived only up to
1369 A.C. Professor Seshagivi Sastriyar’s identification
in question is therefore untenable.

[t now remains to be seen who might be the Prince,
Singappu Nayak veferred to in the tradition. For this
purpose it is necessury to examine the following pedigree
.of Simha-Bhapila as detailed in the introductory chapter

of Rasdrnavasudhdikara:--

* This author is said to have written also a commentury on
Surngadeva's Sangitaratnakara. Professor Bhandarkar (in his
Early History of the Dekkan, 1895,. p. 113) says that this commeu-
tary is “‘attributed to a king of the name of Binga who is represen-
ted us a paramount sovereign of the Andhra circle,” and adds that
“‘this S8ingu appears in all likelihood to be Singhuna” (the Yadavas
king of Devagiri). [ doubt very much the correctness of this sur-

mise. The colophoun at the end of Rasdrnevasudhikara veads thus:-
i shngrgadimeesidigt sfnvede shigadiaaiegasga
Yo sffwasfiy wdagas@nE ameg-

AR —
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In this list there is mention of 4 Sing«-Prabhu who
was the grandfather of the author of Rasirnavasudhiakara.
A comparative study of the above dynastic list with an
account of the Rajamundry Reddi rulers will enable us to
see that this Singa-Prabhu was a contemporary of Hri-
Vedantacharya. The following is the summary of the
account of the Kondavidu (Krishna District) and Raja-
mundry Reddi Rulers as given by Mr. Viresalingam
Pantulu:—

1. Polayucéma Lleddi—1328--1339 A.C. (Senapati
of Prataparudra 1T of Orangal). Became in-
dependent in 1328, occupied Vinukonda and
ruled over it.

2. Adnavema Reddi—(son of 1) 1340—1369 A.C.
His capital was Addanki (near Nellove); con-
quered Rajamundry. Built sopdnavidhi for
Srivaila (near Patala-Gangd). Wrote a com-
mentary in Sanskrit on the Amaruka Kivya.

3. Alaya-Vema Reddi—(brother of 2) 1370—1331
AC

4. Annapotu Reddi—(son of 2) fought with Mdu
Ndyaka Venkatagiri and was killed in a battle

during his father’s life-time (before 1369).
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5. Kumdrayire Vemdi Reddi—(son of 4) 1382—1395

A.C. TPresented Rajamundry to his sister's
husband Alldda-Bhipati of Panta-kulam.

~

5. Allida-Bhapati —(Brother-in-law of 5) Ruled
over Rajamundry up to Simhddr? till 1415A.C.

7. Vémi Reddi and Virabhadra Reddi—(sons of 6)

—Ruled jointly over Rajamundry. Vemi
Reddi extended the kingdom up to the Chilka
Lake; and was the Patron of Srindtha (Telugu
Poet). His inseription at Bhimavaram is
dated 1434 A.C.

From this it is clear that Mddlhava Ndiyak or Mdado
Naiyak of Venkatagivi, (who killed Annapota Reddi in a
battle) lived about 1369 A.C., and that hix father Singo-
prabhin® must therefore have heen n contemporary of

Sre Veddantdichdrya.

4 Tradition makes him AMFCAST which may be a mistake
for ATARITAT. It is however uncertain whether the title Sarrajna
is applicable to this Prince. In fact, one of the Mss. of Ritnapetika
used by me, makes no mention of this title. Though we find no
reference to this title even in the Singabhupaliya (Rasarnavasudha-
kara), still we know, from the various references in contemporary
Telugu works, that the author was invariably known by that title.
‘That it has been continued to the Rajas of Venkatagiri even to the
present day, is evident from the title-page of Rasarnavasudhakara
(Telugu Edition) published in Venkatagiri, 1895.
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Further in the commentary Eutnapétiki, we meet
with the epithet USAGAANIT as applied to this Prince
If this be correct, we are led to suppose that Rajamundry
was under the authority of the Venkatagiri Rajas$ at the
time of composition of the Subhdashitanivi. This poem
cannot in that case be later than 1340 A.C., us the Reddi
rulers took possession of the country about that year.
Considering, however, the style and matter of the work, I

am inclined to place it hetween 1310 A.C. and 1320 A.C.

The poem (aifaiat), small as it is, is a masterpiece
of didactical composition, and deserves to hecome a com-
mon quotation.  The author’s main object hore is to in-
culeate moral and philosophical ideas in one and the same

"stanza by paronomasia (’@W) or allegory (Slﬂﬂ'liil). The
style is dignitied and the ideas are sublime, though in one
or two places the descriptions may not seen) quite suited
to the taste of a fastidious eritic. The author is generally
fond of the [’inchili style though there is a tendency
at times towards the (fwudi. The ease with which

our poet introduces the reader to philosophical maxims is

$ In the Rasarnavasudhakara it is said that their kingdom
extended from the Vindhya to Srisaila(in Karnul),with Rejachalam

as capital.
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marvellous, and would be well nigh impossible in a less
skilled writer. The versatile genius of the author which
earned for him the title of Swrvatuntra-svatantra’ is
exhibited in a remarkable degree in his numerous pro-
duetions covering almost every department of Sanskrit
Literature. Qut of the 120 works nscribed to him in all,
a few important ones are noted below:—$

Kiavys aigareggy, #€@aR@; Dramn  ages-
qéi'vaw; Didactic Poem gwifaddt ; Geography
yme@ey ;. Silpa Rwewdar ;. Dharmasistrn gRRa-
% ; Prayogn Fgmdlag@s; Mimdm:d axwE.
aigr , MAEmgH ; Stotra gAMNI@iF, FFNTF, a1 -
FARAT , =qaggs, qEFafy, sna@ss, gwEgy,
Afausan@ , agsTHiEd; Prose stotra ngegees, -
fizng ; Visishtadvaita Philosophy simustar, as-
Rawar, wawwr, daggsEr, daamdatas,
TMAEFIFA, AAIIZRE, AQTRFESIT, AAFIA-
3, gagwfi ; (Tamil) Religious works wg@ggan,
WwYWARY . ARG ; &e.

¥ For the complete list and for a detailed account of the
author's life,the reader is referred to the Tamil Guruparamparapra.-
bhavam and to the learned introduction to the Yadavabhyudaya
is=uted from this Press.
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About the commentator Srindedsasiri, we lean
that he was the son of Venkatachavya (Somayijin) of the
Srisasle (Tirumaliyar) community; and that he was the
author of a work known as Nuyawmiilika (see p. 59.) He
quotes copiously from Ndudrtharatnemdili composed
about 1385 A.C. He scems to have written some other

works also.

ualore ]
Al:;:ft‘ﬂlofl)(c)h , M. T. Narasimhiengar.
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