
 

 

Prefixes  

!ËÍ•Ë 'beyond', 'over' 

!ËÍØË 'upon', 'above', 'over' 

!Ë¥ËÏ 'after'; 'towards'; 'along'; 'over' 

!Ë¥•ËÕ} 'between', 'within', 'amidst', 'out of' 

!ËºË 'away', 'off' 

!ËÈºË 'on', 'close', 'by or to', ''within', 'before' 

!ËÍ¬Ë 'against', 'towards', 'unto'; 'near', 'into'; 'for the sake of', 'concerning'; 'over', 'above' 

!Ë’Ë 'down', 'off' 

!ËË 'near'; 'back'; 'a little', 'slightly', 'scarcely'; 'till', 'as far as'; 'from'; 'towards' 

$™} 'up', 'upwards'; 'forth', 'out', 'beyond' 

$ºË 'up to', 'to', 'near', 'within'; also expressing inferiority 

Í¥Ë 'down'; 'in', 'within'; 'back' 

Í¥Ë‚Ë} 'out of', 'away from' 

ºËÕË 'away', 'off', 'forth'; 'backward' 

ºËÈÕ 'around', 'about'; 'against', 'opposite to'; 'beyond', 'above', 'more than' 

ºËœ 'forth', 'forward', 'onward', 'away'; 'fore'; 'very', 'much', 'greatly' 

ºËœÍ•Ë 'towards', 'against', 'opposite'; 'before', 'near', 'on', 'by', 'at'; 'in'; 'again', 'back', 'in return' 

Í’Ë 'asunder', 'apart', 'away', 'out', expressing division or distance 

‚Ë«Ë} 'together', 'along with'; 'fully'; 'well'. 

Irregular prefixing 

The initial vowel of certain prefixes is sometimes 

dropped with certain roots. 

!ËÍØË with ‚©ËË         → e.g. ÍØËÍ·°•Ë  
!ËÈºË with ¥Ë‰} or ØËË  → e.g. ÈºËÈ‰•Ë  
!Ë’Ë with âËË‰}          → e.g. ’ËâËËÊÃ 

The final vowel, especially ", is sometimes 

lengthened, e.g.− 

ºËœ•ËÎÄÅËÕ     m. 'reaction' 

ºËœËòË         m. 'intelligence' 

Sometimes after the prefix $ºË Í¥Ë‚Ë} ºËÈÕ or ‚Ë«Ë}, 
before √Ä;Å, a ‚Ë} is inserted, e.g.−  

‚Ë@‚Ä;Å•Ë      a. 'well made',  

n. 'the Sanskrit language' 



 

Verbal compound of certain roots with adverbs 

Í•ËÕ‚Ë} 'across', 'aside' with Ä;Å  'make'         → 'abuse' 

ØËË  'put'            → 'conceal' 

¬ËÓ  'be'              → 'disappear' 

ºËÏÕ‚Ë} 'in front' with Ä;Å or ØËË             → 'honor' 

!ËËÍ’Ë‚Ë} 'openly' with Ä;Å                     → 'show' 

!Ë‚Ë} 'be' or ¬ËÓ    → 'appear' 

!Ë“«Ë} 'enough' with Ä;Å                     → 'adorn' 

‹Ëœ™} 'with heart/mind' with ØËË                     → 'trust' 

¥Ë«Ë‚Ë} 'bowing' with Ä;Å                     → 'surrender' 

!Ë‚•Ë«Ë} 'at home' with "  'go'               → 'set' (of the sun) 

Verbal compound of the roots Ä;Å ¬ËÓ with adjectives or substantives. 

The adj. or subst. final !Ë !ËË " becomes #, final $ becomes $Å, e.g.− 

’Ë¤Ë m. 'control' with Ä;Å  → ’Ë¤ËÎÄ;Å  'reduce to subjection' 

with ¬ËÓ  → ’Ë¤ËÎ¬ËÓ   'become subject' 

Õ¶Ëµ n. 'jewel' with ¬ËÓ  → Õ¶ËµÎ¬ËÓ    'turn into a jewel' 

 

Independent Prepositions 
There are seven independent prepositions in use since the Veda-s. They are nearly all used as 
postpositions, placed in prose sentence order after words in the below specific case-endings, that is, they 
govern the case of those other words. 

Case Preposition Meaning 

!Ë¥ËÏ    'after' 

!ËÍ¬Ë   'against' 

Accusative 

ºËœÍ•Ë    'towards, about' 

Ablative !ËË    !W (used before the ablative) 'from, up to' 

Genitive ºËÏÕ‚Ë}    'before' 

!ËÍØË   'over' Locative 

!Ë¥•ËÕ} (rarely also with genitive)  'within, between' 

 



 

Prepositional Adverbs 
There are forty-three adverbs used as prepositions. 

Case Adverb Meaning 

!Ë¥•ËÕË  
!Ë¥•ËÕ+¥Ë  (also 'regarding') 

'between', 'without' 

!ËÍ¬Ë•Ë‚Ë}   
‚Ë’ËŒ•Ë‚Ë}    

ºËÈÕ•Ë‚Ë}     
‚Ë«Ë¥•Ë•Ë‚Ë}  

'around' 

$¬Ë Ë•Ë‚Ë}   'on both sides of' 

Í¥ËÄÅ‡ËË     ‚Ë«Ë ËË     'near' 

ºËÕ+mË      'beyond' 

Accusative 

 ËË’Ë•Ë}    (also with abl.) 'during', 'up to', 'till' 

Í’Ë¥ËË     (also with acc., rarely abl.) 'without', 'except' Instrumental 

‚Ë‰        
‚ËËÄÅ«Ë}     

‚Ë«Ë«Ë}   
‚ËËØËŒ«Ë}  

'(together) with' 

!Ë¥Ë¥•ËÕ«Ë}  
ºËÕ•Ë‚Ë}    
ºËÕ+mË      

$ÅØ’ËŒ«Ë}  
ºËÕ«Ë}    
ºËœ¬Ë;Í•Ë   

'after (of time)' 

!Ë¥ Ë®Ë     
&•Ë+       

'apart from' 

!Ë’ËËŒÄ}Å    
ºËÓ’ËŒ«Ë}      

ºËÏÕË  
ºËœËÄ}Å  

'before (of time)' 

Ablative 

¿ËÈ‰‚Ë}     'outside', 'out of' 

!ËâËœ+                     
ºËÏÕ•Ë‚Ë}    
ºËœ• ËÖË«Ë}   

!ËâËœ•Ë‚Ë}  
ºËÏÕ‚•ËË•Ë} 
‚Ë«ËÖË«Ë}  

'before', 'in presence of' 

!ËØË‚Ë}                 !ËØË‚•ËË•Ë}  'below' 

$ºËÈÕ     ('with regard to'; also w/acc.)  

$ºËÈÕ·üË•Ë}  
'above', 'over', 'upon' 

Ä;Å•Ë+       'for the sake of' 

ºËÕ‚•ËË•Ë}   'beyond' 

Genitive 

ºË›ËË•Ë}     'after', 'in the rear of' 

 

Indeclinable participles used as prepositions accompany/govern the following cases. 

Case Indeclinable participle  Meaning 

!ËÍØËÄ;Å• Ë (lit. 'putting at the head') 'with reference to, about' 

!ËÍØË·°Ë Ë  
!ËËÍ‹Ëœ• Ë   

!Ë’Ë“«¿ Ë  
!ËË‚©ËË Ë   

'by means of' 

$È´¨¤ Ë   (lit. 'pointing at') 'towards. about, at, for' 

¥ËÎ•’ËË    (lit. 'leading') 'with' 

Accusative 

«ËÏÄ•’ËË    ºËÈÕ• Ëj Ë  
’ËjËŒÍ Ë•’ËË (lit. 'putting aside') 

'except' 

Ablative !ËËÕ¬ Ë   (lit. 'beginning from') 'since' 

 
 


