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PEREFACE.

Among the eoliection of munuseripts acquired in 1909
from the Manulikkara 3ashiom near Padmanablhaparam, was
found a volunic of 4 Huddhist work called Bodhisattva-Pitaka-
vatamsaka or  Munjusei-iifiskadna. {6 i a pretiv large

salm-leaf manuseripe ceatuin g aboat . 13,000 granthels.
The palm-leaves are long, light aud voft and the manuscript
is written in Devanagari cioraciers with ink, Though the
leaves have un appearance of bedag frow 300 to 400 vears.
old, the characters (except it tie first and the las leaf) look
clear and legible us if they were just written down., The
copyist of the manuscript is oue Pandita Ravichaudra the
head of the Mulaghosha-vikira who went out from
Madhyadesa®™ as is evidenced from the colophon at the end
of the manuseript “shgwaiafrgafaaEar oiar + 4+ + -+ + 4
o+ + 4+ wemgmg EleR giwaereere g’ 1 The copy-
_ist also tells us at the end of the munuscript, ‘“af@aE T aur--
SEARTIRSY (36T Fey”, which means, ‘here ends the Kalpa of
Arya Manjusri ns is available’.  Itean be inferred from this.
that the manuscript from which the present- manusgript.
wis copied was itself an incomplete one. | -

The subjects here dealt with are the Mantric texts of
Kumara-Msjusri  Bodhisattva Mahasattva, which bestow
on all humanity long life, health, wealth, happiness and
other desired objects; the ways and means of attaining the
" Mantric powers; the science of astrology, omens and other
similar matters. The sermons given here are found in the
forny of a conversation between Bhagavat-Sakya-Muni and
Kumara-3Manjusri; between Bhagavat-Sakya-Muni and Par-
shan-Mandala (w&=rve=) and between K umara-Manjusri and -
Parshan Mandala (%=mes). Most of the words and sent-
ences used in this work pay little or 1o attention to the rules
of Vyakurana. Having learut from nie the discovery of the
manuscript, a few years-ago, Prof, Sylvain Levi, Professor
au CoI].ege de France wrote to uﬁ“f@ say that he had seen.
only a Chinese translation of the AManjusririla- Kalpa in
China, but nowhere ifs Savskrit original and that this rare
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work should be publmhed without delay. I have now under-
taken to publish this work with the hOpP that it will be
found useful by all who ave interested in Mantrie lireraiure
especially by the Buddhists and most of all by the stidents of
Indian antiquities. The work being a voluminous one, it
is intended to ])11 blish it in parts; and the first part is now
given to the public. This is a holy work of the Buidhists
and de»emo, to be placed along with the \edas As the
non-observance of tie rujes of . Vyakarana m regard to
geudev number and case, fcund throutlhout this w ozL 18 l)e
coming its sacred cha wacter, and as 1o gecond marseript. has
been obtained, the text in this edition is adopted  exactly as
1t 1s found in the 01101118.1 1n(1nu-u‘1] L.

-

Trivandrun,

7th August 1920. } T. GANAPATI SESTRE
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