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INTRODUCTION

(1) THE EDITION

Tur Avapirasataxa or Century of Noble Deeds of Lord
Buddha was edited by Dr. J. S. Speyer of Leiden University
( Holland ) and published in the Bibliotheca Buddhica III, in
19069 (B in marginal references). The present edition is based on
this edition, with such modifications as required by modern trends
of thought and advance in textual criticism. For fixing his text
Dr. Speyer utilised four Mss., three in Nepalese and one in
Devanagari scripts and fragments of a fifth. He utilised also the
Tibetan and Chinese translations, Féer’s French translation of the
work, as also the texts of the Divyavadiana, Kalpadrumavadina,
Bhadrakalpavadana, Adokivadina, Vicitrakarnikavadana, Ratna-
vadinamala, Dvitrimsatyavadinamala and Avadinakalpalatd of
Ksemendra. His careful study of this vast material has given us
a very readable text of this work. Many of his foot-notes may
appear to be superfluous now as textual criticism has made a
great advance since the days of Speyer; they only indicate a very
methodical handling of his Mss, material. I have retained as
many of his foot-notes as appeared to me quite necessary.

(2) THE AVADANA LITERATURE

The term Avadana, Sk. Apadana, primarily means good,
iltustrious, heroic or mnoble act. It sometimes designates
Buddhavacane and counstitutes seventh of the twelve Dharma
Pravacanas of Sanskrit Buddhism. There must have been a vast
literature under this clags of which only a fraction is preserved
in Mss. We have got only four works in print, viz., Divyivadana;
Jatakamals, Avadianakalpalata and the present work. A few more
are printed here and there. It appears from references in the
Kalpadrumavadianamala, tenth story of which is printed here in
Appendix I, that some scholars specialised in this class of litera~
ture and were known as Avadinarthakovida (St. 162) or
Avadinika (St. 106), just as some monks were called Suttantika
or Abhidhammika or Suttadhara and Vinayadhara. The
Avadina type of literature, is closely related to the Jataka litera-
ture with this difference that Jataka stories usually refer to the
past life of Buddha as Bodhisativa, while in avadinas Buddha
himself plays an important role.
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The Avadapas and Jatakas do not belong to the higher
plane of Buddhist teaching ; they do not pretend to afford scope
for higher philosophical study or meditation, and hence perhaps
works like Jataka, Apadina, Petavatthu, Viminavatthu, Buddha-
vamsa, Cariyipitaka, Theragith3 and Therigatha do not ﬁr}d
place in Siamese Tripitaka. They are found to have a place in
the Vinava and Sutta Pitaka in their Pali and Sanskrit versions.

The Avadana literature can be classified into three types,
two of them canonical and the third post-canonical. The firstis
to be found in Vinaya texts or Siitras in the episodes or examples
of rules. The Divyavadana belongs to this class. The second
canonical type is represented by Apadana and Jataka, The third
is represented by all later collections of avadanas or single
avadinas, remnants of which in Sanskrit constitute only a small
portion of what once existed.

(3) THE AVADANASATAKA AND 1TS TRANSLATIONS

The Avadanasataka, according to Wessillief, belongs to
the first preaching period of Sakyamuni, indicating a high
antiquity of the work. It was translated into Chinese in the first
half of the grd century 4. D. as stated in Nanjio’s Catalogue,
No. 1324. In Avadina No. 83 there is 2 mention of Dinira asa
minted coin {laksandhatath dindradvayam ). 'This indicates
that the present collection must be placed later than the beginning
of the Chistian era. It would not be far from wrong if we place
the date of the present work at about 100 4.0, The Tibetan trans-
lation of the Avadinadataka is found in Tanjur, Mdo. XXIX,
Burnouf drew attention of scholars in his work Introduction &
1* Histoire du Buddhisme and gave translations of portions from it.
Léon Féer published a translation of the whole work in French
in AMG. Vol. XVIII, using the Tibetan translation. Dr. Speyer
frequently refers to this translation as well as personal corres-
pondence with Féer in his notes in deciding doubtful passages of
the text. He has also utilized the Divyivadina, and several
unpublished avadanas in manuscripts.

{4) THE CONTENTS

. The stories in the Avadinafataka are divided into ten
sections or vargas of ten stories each. The fifth story is unfor-
tunately lost in the original Sanskrit, but is preserved in its
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Tibetan translation. Each section has a special feature of its own.
The first and third sections deal with prophecies or wyakaranas of
future Buddhahood and Pratyekabuddhahood. The second and
fourth ( with the exception of No. 40 ) contain avadar.as of the
Buddha in his former existences; though in the second section
the story of the present is the main tale, in the fourth the story of
the past is predominant, and in that respect resembles a Jataka.
The fifth section is devoted to stories about Pretas, several of
which resemble those in the Petavatthu. The sixth section
contains stories of persons, who, due to the merit of some pious
act., obtained Svarga, In sections seven to ten, the heroes
become Arhats. The heroes of the seventh are all Sakyas; those
of the eighth are all women. The tenth section contains stories
emphasizing the evil effects of b-d acts in former existences which
have caused sufferings to holy persons even in their last existence.
The last avadana of the collections brings the main story up to
the days of Asoka and Upagupta.

It should be noted here that the Avadanasataka is a
Sanskrit work belonging to Hinayina or Theravada School.
According some scholars it belongs to the Sarvastivada School of
Hinayana. The Chinese Buddhism knows it as such, for the
Hinayana type is noticeable by complete absence of Mahiyina

concepts, by relative simplicity of style, and by repetition of several
stereotyped phrases,

This topic of repetitions of set phrases in the work requires
further elaboration. I have given in Appendix I1, over twenty-
five passages which may be said to be-constituent parts of stories
in the Collection. I may mention a few:—The opening passage
describing Buddha ; the closing phrase of approbation of Buddha’s
discourse by monks; description of the smile of Buddha and its
significance ; Buddha’s looking over the world for somebody in
distress whom he might rescue; qualities of Arhatship ; natural
causes of begetting children; treatment of pregnant lady, and
nurses for the baby; the country and the king; the formula of
Karmavipaka; nocturnal visits of some newly-born gods to
Buddha, and the introduction to the stories of the past by Baddha
at the demand of his monks. Many of these passages are found
in the Divyavadana, sometimes in full, sometimes in their abrid-
ged form introduced by ¥y=a. But Avadanadataka never uses the

usual forms of abridgement such as =37 or ¥=¥, and always
gives them in full,
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T should like to draw the attention of the reader to a
chronological statment in story No. 100, in which the time which
elapsed between Buddha’s Parinirvina and the days of Asoka
and Upagupta is mentioned as hundred years, while the tradition
as recordéd by Buddhaghosa, with a detailed chronological data,
gives this to be 218 years. A good deal of the text of Nos. 40 and
100 has been borrowed from a Sanskrit redaction of the Maha-
parinirvana Sitra. There are similar parallelisms ; e.g., a portion
of No. ggis equal to Majjhima Nikiya No. 74, and of No. go
equal to No. 8.

There is one more point to be noted. The difference
between Avadanasataka and other Avadanamalas is that the
authors of the latter works were followers of Mahayina. The intro-
duction of Bodhisattvas among attendants of Buddha, references
to Amitibha and Sukhavatl in those works clearly prove this
point.

Darbhanga,
20-I~1957

Mithila Institute,
| _
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3 The gap may be filled by snfzarf. X Speyer suggests, on the
strength of Tibetan translation, that we should read F¥t: Tmea,
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30 WITHRTHTATIG I | T 99—

9 The gap does not seem to exist in the Tibetan translution.
I ¥A9q is the portion wanted for the birth of a girl as well as
of a son.
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9 Speyer cites a gloss from the version of fewt as found in staRer-
FarAATwT-10, which gives the list of eighteen signs of ugliness. -
v, TS, ey, S, suewe, e, gtvea, sicer, T, AR,
sfREATg, awade (2), AREw, e, M, SRER, S, SiedeE-
QAR S,

3 The explanation of the nickname e is found in swhFEgm
e WA e el T
§F & TR AT G
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¢ @€ means lock and key. Compare et and @@ in Hindi,
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3 The gap can be filled by gas@igs: which is confirmed by emi=r-
SR
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1 gRme is Vedic, and rarely used in Buddhist Sanskrit. It means,
one whose wealth consists of strength (g%). Compare gR®t, gRwms

and several other formations from 7, to be strong. = The right

phrase would be #i&=g rather than 3373,
o, ;8
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3 g3aa:, a daily visitor to the family. < Rawwgawes:, one who
has obtained high powers as a result of maturity of his acts, 3 FiH
or FH, & garment of celestial flowers.
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3 The usual phrase: s is wanting in Mss. and Tibetan translation.
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3 Compare the story of g4t as given in wewgarsm (App. I to
this Volume).
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3 sRwsRied w|rEE, observing rules (wfig) of forest life. 2 smom-
fagriet, one who leads a quiet and peaceful life.
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9 Mss. g w; so also wevgmrager, 159. The emendation of
Speyer is justifiable as g7 canuot mesn early morning. 3 The
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3 The usual reading in Mss. is %fift® which Speyer has emended
into i, comrade or friend. < The harsh word of the monk as
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3 Mss, gsmwsai for gms=ar by metathesis.  The gap probably refers
to the inability of other monks to master as quickly as miirg does.
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9 Mss. weeq for wa=a:, 3 The gapis also found in Tibetan
translation,



% SRFTTIAE |

T TR | WEE-GaRtE e g Sy e
FAFTUREIRT Zergumr  qRUGHEETR el TSR |
GaRUT FA FAFgIrAAIR | s gerEMEsai ¢ F frgE e
FaFqaTE ARy oREl fee, ATE, T S, T g,
5 9l qURRA EFETATEART HA T freEs gaemgwia =)
A FUEaRa FAI mEREaad |
Tt I w9 Gk @y SRErll Ul
qar frsiisrafen Wy a PeferesaE® g
s HIN A GEEEGE A% SRTIR, BUMOETA: R SHEEEN
10 JETEAET: TTET XaAgent g8 Wi | @ Aot andgstiiie
Py ey reny | IR e A SRR FAa: |
g 7 WERISE, § TIRNE: | gEas X3 09 GguRedd, | aaeme-
forggon wfR S-Sy MEwm TREE I | oER or -3 oy
T, T dEgaetd afaerEl | R PR awofhgger wiet
15 STy Mo iy 3fy | B PRl ef] sme—aeg emnfy
TEE, T aEgaerd aREaR | aoed qenigon  WEaEe o
ARy RraTRaT—a o TR SRR ARIhTes, s B o1l

T wer (HerEl s T ST a9 TR aeviiig:,

s GAIC | SEwMEAsEah e agw el ey Wakaw, ae &aon AT

20 U WA 99 ©F A gafWa: | iy 19y SRey -

AT AN, | AaEEgEl Sei—g @ da:, [WHgE Gar 55 |

ggae BaEaReTE wREEd 3Re:, sednay oo, R34

e AT | I B fee qweamaE sRenmraa B,

CERFIGEAEraE:, s sakiie | qemal fHeT qRragwnte

95 FHFTIGTE SARFNT =, TRFTIRE SETT: o | 39e a g
Rriggasaw i

FAREEER | AR T wadr swiaara ||
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q The name of this famous sea-portin western India is vari-
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according to sinful acts done in the previous life,
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9 The passage is copied more or less from Pali as in Mabi-
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9 The name of the town is wanting in Mss, Tibatan transla.
tion gives no help.
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3 Mss, read T after amgr which Speyer has omitted as being
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3 Speyer has added the word fard by conjecture to give &
suitable sense to the phrase. x The missing portion relates to
4 repenting for his defeat at the hands of his sister, and decides
to stay at another place,
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