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FOREWORD

In presenting the Balabodhini, a Sanskrit commentary on
the Pratyaksa Khanda of the Muktivali (also known as Bhdsa-
pariccheda), popularly ascribed to Viévanatha Battacarya but
believed to have been composed by one Krsnadasa Sirva-
bhauma towords the beginning of the 16th century according
to modern Authorities on Nyaya®, I have a feeling of double
satisfaction : on the one hand the satisfaction of bringing a
hitherto unknown commentary on the said work to light and
on the other, the satisfaction of doing a humble duty as a son
towards my respected father who authored this work more
then sixty years ago as a young scholar of Sanskrit but who
could unfortunately not get it published in his life-time—

Full many a gem of purest ray serene,
T he dark unfathomed waves of ocean bear |

—-Thomas Gray

The work on Bdlabodhini must have been started by my
revered father, Dr. Rain Sharan Shastri, M. A. (Hindj,
Sanskrit), Ph, D., Kavyatirth, (1 08-1977 A. D.) in the years
1928-30 A. D. when he was a student of Uttara Madhyama
with his Guru Shri Pt, Jayadeva Sharma Tripathi at the Shri
Bholanatha Sanskrit Vidyalaya in the village Ukni at Jaunpur,
I have been told that the Pratpaksa Khanda of Muktdivali was
then prescriBed as a text-book for the students of Grammar
studying at the Madhyami standard of the Govt. Sanskrit
College, Benares. The author very respetcfully pays his

* Cf g% asgearg 99t by D. C. Bhattacharya, p. 117 and History of
Indian Philosophy by Dr, Umesh Mishra p. 422,
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regards to his Guru in the opening verse of the Prasnottar;

(cf. p. 125) printed as an Appendix to this commentary in the
following words :

et oY @waafe foraissaTasTRaT |
qragst  FEIFEY  AEMIFATGI 1|

1t seems that he jotted down in his notebook the salient
features of the intsructions which he received from his Guru
and later elaborated it in the form of a regular commentary on
the text in the years 1930-32 when he was serving as a teacher
in the Shri Ramanama Sanskrit Vidyalaya at Chitrakita.
The press-copy of this work was made partly in the year
1932 and partly in 1933 when he was residing at Rajim,
Raipur, M. P., preparing for the Kdvyatirha examination,
since the press copy in its later portion has some pages written
in the hand of his elder brother Shui Pt Muktadatta Tripathi
who was then the Principal of Shri Rajivalocana Sanskrit
Vidyalaya at Rajim.

Father was born at the end of the year 1908 (on the
30th of December). This means that he started work on this
commentary when he was hardly 20 years of age and finished
it when he was barely 22 and had passed only the Madhyama
examination of Benares. It is amazing to note what high
standard of Sanskrit learning the students of those days really
have had. Today you cannot expect of a student of Madhyama
that he even copies out his Prasnottari correctly while chcating
in the examination hall | The Bailabodhini especially its
Prasnottari section, demonstrates not only a good command
over Nyaya of its Aathor but also his excellent knowledge of
Vedanta, Samkhya and Bauddha Philosophy.

Béilabodhini is most probably the first work of the Father,
along with his Siddhantadarsa and the Rdjivalocani Vyakhys on



(ix )

certain Siitras (qggfra) of the Kaumudi (both are still
unpublished) which were all composed before he left for
Lahore in July 1933 in order to continue his studies for thc
Shastri degree at the Oriental College there,

For the details of his further academic achievements and
the course of his life, the reader is referred to his short
biographical sketch published in the Dr. Ram Sharan Shastri
Commemoration Volume of the Journal of the Ganganatha Jha
Kendriya |[Sanskrit Vidyapeeth (Vols. XXXVITI-XXIX,
Pp. i—xvi). After serving as the Head of the Sanskrit Dept. at
K. G. K. College, Moradabad he left for his heavenly abode at
the holy city of Prayag on the 4th of December 1977.

This is the Seventh work of the father to see the light of
the day and the second published by this Vidyapeetha (the
first being Vydkrti-vatsardjam, 1990). His other writings include
such famous works as Kaumudi-katha-kallolini, a prose novel
illustrating the usage of Paninian satras (Chowkhamba 1961),
Vedintasira with \Bhivabodhini (Chowkhamba 1954, oft reprint-
ed) and Brahmasutra-Bhdgsyapasicaka-samiksapam (Ghowkhamba
1971).

The Siddhintamuktivali composed by .its author for his
favourite pupil R4jiva, is a hot-favourite with the students all
over India who wish to have an access to the higher strata of
the Navya Nyaya Philosophy. May this commentary finished
at the holy ksetra of Rgjivalocana (Rajim) fulfil the desire of the
students and inspire them towards further and deeper study
of Nyayasastra and may the heavenly soul of my father, who
has also been my fq=rTE, shower his blessings upon me.

It is realy true that —
TAIAEY AW AW gV A9 )
7 ageg fasgfa: waar & avgwafa o
— AETAITATY
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We, all his three children (myself, my younger brother
Prof. Rama C. Tripathi of the Psychology Dept. of Allahabad
University and our sister Dr, Aparna Shukla, Senior Lecturer
in Psychology at the Basant College, Varanasi) shall forever
remain obliged to him for whatever he has done for us
functioning, as he did, both as a Mother and as a Father to us
after the demise of our affectionate mother prematurely at the
tender age of 26 when we all were small children. I bow to
him with his own words which he uttered for his mother—

qASTrE FANT AIFW
qutfe  qeaeafarfadg: |

In fine my sincere thank are due to my loving pupils
Dr. Ram Kishore Jha and especially to Dr. Prakash Pandey of
this Vidyapeetha who took the trouble of preparing a Press
copy of this Bdlabodhini which had been written in a continu-
ous manner without the original text of the Muktivali, by
adding the relevant text pieces of th¢ original Karikds and the
text of the Muktdvali to it. May God bless them,

G. N. Jha K, S, Vidyapeetha Gaya C. Tripathi
Allahabad Principal
July 1st, 1993
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