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FOREWORD

The problem of Evror, inits metaphysical, logical and
psychological aspects, has been accorded a prominent
place in every system of Indian Philosophy, both ancient
and modern,  The question has been discussed in each
school from its peculiar standpoint and the view consistent
with the standpoint bol-ly defended as against the various
other views current in the scheols. The history of Indian
Philosophy records numerous theories on tisis vexed que-
stion, of which the anyathakhyati, the akhyati, the atma-

khyati, the satkhyati, the asatkhyati, the sadasatkhyatiand
the anitvachaniyalhyati occupy the most prominent

place. The Vibhramaviveka of Mandava Misa brielly
touched on some of these theories,

The following pages embody a new but criginal contri-
pution on this subject from the viewpecint of Sankara
vedant®. The author in the booklet passes in review
the different  theories of Frror and points cat the logical
defects inherent in each. s he represents the monistic
position of S'ankaracharya, almost every theory not con-
sistent With his own has its share of sharp criticism,

The Anirvachaniyakhyati of Vedanta imaplies that the
entire Universe is an appzarance, unreal in content,
project®d by Reality and imposed on ltsclf through its
own stlfalienating Power, which though positivz in
nature is spoken of as indescribable on account of its baing
Lliffef‘f“li:lted from Pure Reality on one hand and from
Absoltle Non-cntity on the other  Reality s the bael-
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ground, so to say, of the piay of its IPower, which has
double aspect concealing as it were its unique substraie in
one and revealing infinite varictics of phenoimena in the
other. The vedantic literature explains in different ways
how this mysterious process in at all possible. The psycho-

logy and logic of Error in monistic Vedanta has to  keep

in view the basic peculiarity of the system and is therefore

a study replete with great interest.

The doctrine of Adhyasa, or erroncous superimposition

which has found a briliant treatment in Sankaras
commentary on Brahma Sutras and mcst of the subse-

quent works commenting or or based on it (.. Bhamati,

Ratnaprabha, PanchapaZiza, Panchapadika vivarana,
\'ivarapa prameya sangrai etc, ) accounts for t.he
possibility of confusion bzzween Self and Not-self, ber-
ween Spirit and Matter arnZ between the Eternal and the
Temporal,

I hope the curicus rzzizr intercsted in philosophical
studizs witll find in the beczizo ample fooc for reflection

Gevt. _Sanskrit Coilege. ¥ OPINATH KAVIRAJ
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