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- PREFATORY NOTE

It is a matter of great satisfaction that the Asiatic Society has
now been able to present to the world of scholars the commentary
called Srikanthatippanaka edited by Professor Anantalal Thakur.
This short commentary covers the Nyayadastras of Gautama, Nyaya-
bhiasya of Vatsydyama, Nydyavirttika of Uddyotakara, Nyaya-
varttikatatparyatikia of Vicaspatimiéra and the Tatparyapari$uddhi
of Udayanacarya, the five together being called Paficaprasthana-
nydyatarka. This is for the first time that the scholars are being
presented with this book in the printed form. This publication is a
part of the Society’s programme for propagation of ancient cultural
treasures. Hope, this book will be useful to scholars and researchers,
specially to students of Indian Logic.

November 10th, 1986 Jagannath Chakravorty






Preface

The undersigned is glad to present in the following pages the
available portions of the Srikanthatippanaka edited from a photo
copy of a paper MS. received through the good offices of his late
lamented friend Dr. J. S. Jetly. The original is preserved in the
Jaisalmir Jaina Bhandara. It covers ff 567b-615a of a big bundle
of MSS. comprising the Nydyabhasya, the Nyayavarttika, the
Tatparyatika the Tatparyapari§uddhi, the Nyayadlamkara of
Abhayatilaka Upadhyaya and the present work. Unfortunately one
complete folio (No. 598) escaped the camera. As a result, the
comments on the portions covered by pp. 376-388 of the
PariSuddhi along with the related portions of the Tiki, Varttika
and the Bhasya could not be gathered. There are a few lacuna
also due to the defects in the MS. The MS. uses the following
abbreviations a—for Ff¥dH -

fai—for fFEmE,

ga—for =z2m i.e. in the awwEvRyls
References in the miargin are to the printed editions of the basic
texts of the Tatparyapari§uddhi edited by L. S. Dravid and V. P.
Dvivedin, Bibliotheca Indica Series No. 1911-24 and the Nyaya-
bhasya, Nyayavarttika and the Tatparyatikd edited by Taranatha
Nyayatarkatirtha and Amarendramohana Tarkatirtha—Calcutta
Sanskrit Series No. 18, 1936.

The undersigned gratefully remembers his late lamented friend,
Dr. J. S. Jetly for supplying the photo copy of the only available
MS. He thanks the authorities of the Asiatic Society for its inclusion
in the Bilbliotheca Indica Series and the officers and assistants of
the Society and Messrs-Modern Printers for undergoing serious
difficulties in connection with the publication work.

Rathadvitiya, 1908 Sakabda
49/1, Rammohan Sarani
Malirbagan, Baidyabati
Hooghly 712222

Anantalal Thakur






INTRODUCTION

1

When faced with the problem of the antiquity of the Nyayaéastra,
Jayantabhatta declares that it is eternal like the Vedas and the
respective authors have either elaborated or summarised what they
received from tradition. In fact, we come across Vedic passages
which bear close relation with Nyaya categories and the history of
the system.

The Nydyadaréana of Aksapida Gautama is a vada-treatise
dealing with sixteen categories which are directly or remotely
connected with the ascertainment of truth or establishment thereof
in a debate. The sage Bhargava Yamadagni of the Rgveda prays
to Mitra and Varuna for protection from the onslaughts of the
enemies who do not offer sacrifice, make repeated enquires about the
true nature of things nor enter into debates with the adepts for
ascertaining the truth%. Evidently, respectful enquires, sacrifies, and
debates formed the main characteristics of the cultured Aryan. We
come across numerous samvddas in the Vedic and classical literature.
Aksapdda’s treatise must have been composed to regulate the sam-
vadas which were held in the sacrificial assemblies, the d$ramas of
the sages and the royal courts as the epics show.

The history of the pre-Aksapada Nyadya speculation can only be
partly reconstructed with the references and quotations in the lite-
rature. Here the Mahabharata offers the most valuable materials.
It speaks of Gautama, the propounder of the §astra, of the logicians
like Astavakra, Narada and others, of the actual debates heid and
of the Nyaya categories with occasional reference to experts in the
use of syllogistic reasoning or wrangling. References to the ortho-
dox and unorthodox logical treatises have also been made with a
prescription to follow those supported by reason, authority and the
acceptance of the honest peoples.

1. enfigria st afa far s | d@ulRarfaga g s @@ wa-
9@ | Nyayamafijari, Kasi Snnskrit Series, 1936, p. 5.
2, Aqq GI=Y A gHRIGA o GIER T |
A o8 TIARRSAG AgYal 9 Jegad || Rv. VIIL 101.4.
3. SqEAFERINRIE d& et qith |
. XENWERITRAE, 35 78 SUIREE || Mahabharata XIL 210, 22,
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The Nyayasiitras seem to have accepted the Samkhyas, Mimam-
sakas and the Buddhists as opponents. Besides they refer to the
views of the pravadukas who might not have been able to establish
themselves as good debators. But at least the view of the I§vara-
karanikataviadin has been accepted by Aksapdda’s followers, of
course, in a modified form.

Aksapada’s treatise served his followers and their opponents
alike in the establishment of their own tenets and the refutation of
those of their adversaries. After Aksapada, the Buddhists gradually
became the formidable opponents of the Naiyayikas. But in their
initial speculations the Buddhist - logicians followed the logical
structure as propounded by Aksapdda. The pre-Difniga Buddhist
logic uses the same categories, the same subdivisions and almost the
same definitions thereof. The Vaidalyasatra attributed to Nagar-
juna accepts the sixteen categories of Aksapada while his Pramana-
vihethana is said to have refuted the definitions of the same cate-
gories of the Nyayadar§ana. The four means of knowledge, the
five-membered syllogism, the five characteristics of the probans, the
five defects thereof, the subdivision of the futile rejoinder and the
same points of defeat were held in common by the Naiyayikas and
the Buddhist lagicians of the pre-Difndga period, of course with
small deviations here and there.

The earliest known commentary on the Nyayadar§ana is the
Nyayabhagya of Vatsyayana Paksilasvamin, who refers to some
Buddhist tenets in general. The subsequent Buddhist logicians in-
cluding Vasubandhu and Dinnaga criticised the position of Vat-
sydyana. The next important author of the Nydya school is Uddyo-
takara Bharadvadja, who declares his motive in writing his Nyaya-
varttika as removing the ignorance of bad logicians, Vacaspati-
miéra identifies Difindga and others with the ‘bad logicians’ referred
to here. It is difficult to ascertain if any more Nyaya authors came
between Vitsyayana and Uddyotakara. But among the host of
Nyaya-subcommentators quoted and referred to by §éntaraksita,
Kamalagila, Jayantabhatta and Jidnasrimitra, a few might have
preceded Uddyotakara. The most vigorous defender of the
Buddhist position appeared in Dharmakirti, the grand-disciple of
Dinnaga who criticised not only Uddyotakara, but all the philo-
sophers of the orthodox schools of his time. VacaspatimiSra in all his
work, including the Nyayavarttikatatparyatika, refuted the position
of Dharmakirti and in his own turn was criticised by Jﬁénaérimitrag
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whose original treatises in Sanskrit have recently been discovered
in Tibet and published from Patna. Udayanicarya came to refute
Jiidnasrimitra and defend Vicaspati.

Thus the Nyayadar§ana of Aksapada gave rise to the four im-
portant expository texts, viz., the Nyayabhasya of Vatsydyana, the
Nydyabhasyavarttika of Uddyotakara, the Nyayabhasyavarttika-
tatparyatika of Vacaspatimisra I and the Nyayabhasyavarttikatat-
paryapariSuddhi of Udayanacarya. They have been eulogised as the
Nyayacaturgranthikd in Mithila, and along with the siitras of
Aksapada they are regarded as the Paficaprasthananyayatarka in
Western India. ,

Aksapada indirectly helped the rise of the Buddhist logical sub-
schools of Nagirjuna and Maitreyanatha. The Buddhist authors
in these two sub-schools on the one hand and the Naiyayikas on the
other, helped each other to grow from strength to strength until the
Buddhists were wiped out of the arena as a consequence of foreign
invasion. All the Buddhist learning used to be accumulated in the
monasteries from where the Bhiksus were slaughtered, the money
looted and the manuscripts burnt. The orthodox scholars because of
their policy of decentralisation could somehow protect their tradi-
tions. But the absence of able opponents checked the growth of their
system asa whole. Thus the advent of Islam in Eastern India brought
an end to the ancient schools of Indian logic which was characterised
by vigorous opposition between the Buddhists and the Naiyayikas.

II

Apart from the main exegetical works of the Aksapada school,
there arose other important texts either in the form of sub-commen-
taries or digests or prakarapas covering individual topics of the
Sastra during the epoch of Pracina-Nydya. Thus Sankara, the
Naiyayika, Adhyayana, Aviddhakarpa and Bhavivikta were ancient
Tikakaras. So were Visvariipa and Sandtani. Jayanta’s Nyayakalika
is a digest of the Nyaya categories. His Nyayamaiijari is a desserta-
tion on select Nyiyasitras covering the definitions alone. The
Nyiyasdra of Bhdsarvajfia is a prakarapa dealing with only three
pramanas. His Nyayabhusana, called a Samgrahavarttika, evinces a
serious attempt to free the Nydyadastra from VaiSesika influence.
Trilocana’s Nydyamafijari was a Nyayasitra commentary. The
Nyayavérttikatitparyavivaranapaﬁjik2'1 of Aniruddha, a pre-Udayana
commentary on the earlier three major Nyaya texts, has partly been
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published from Darbhanga. Udayana’s Atmatattvaviveka and
Nyayakusumaiijali are two prakaragas and his Laksanamaila is a
Laksapa work giving scienfific definitions of the Nydya categories.
The Nyayapari§ista of Udayana was an indeperdent commentary on
the Nyayadar§ana. The fifth chapter of it is extant.

III

Udayana has been accepted not only as the last great acarya of
the ancient Nyaya school, he is the starting point of neo-logic also.
The topics generally dealt with in neo-logic have all come from
Udayana’s works. Neo-logic of Mithild and Bengal evolved a pre-
cise language of its own. [Itis again characterised by antagonism
towards the Prabhdkara Mimamsakas. The Tattvacintimani of
Gange$a Upadhyaya is generally accepted as the source of Neo-
logic. But it actually is a digest of the speculations of a good number
of Neo-logical works including the Nyayabhaskara, Nydyalocana,
Ratnakosa (of Taranimisra), Nyayaratna (of Manikanthamiéra) and
some VaiSesika texts. Besides the above, there were a number of
Nyayasitra commentaries or digests of this period having very little
or no influence of Neo-logic. Their main object was to keep the
lamp of ancient wisdom of the Caturgranthikd burning. We may
mention here the names of the Srikanthatippanaka, the Nyaya-
lamkara of Upadhyaya Abhayatilaka, the Tarkikaraksakariki with
the Sarasamgraha of Varadardja, the Nyayatatparyadipika of Bhatta
Vagi$vara and the Tarkabhdsa of Kesavamisra. The Nyayalamkara
is a commentary on the four major Nyaya texts. It was written in
Gujarat. The author, Abhayatilaka belonged to the Kharataragaccha
of the Jainas and flourished during the third quarter of the thirteenth
century A.D. Abhayatilaka’s commentary throws welcome light on
expressions left unexplained by his predecessors and adds additional
information on topics and authors. The conception, of a commen-
taryfcovering four texts came to Abhayatilaka from Srikagtha and
he received immense help from Laksmitilaka Upadhyaya of his own
school in its execusion and revision.

Srikantha’s Tippanaka was conceived on a grand scale. But the
only manuscript thereof preserves the comments on the first four
stitras of the Nyédyadarsana. :There also, the fourth satra is left
incomplete. The MSS. preserved in Jaisalmir covers ff 563 kha to
615 ka with fol. no. 598 missing from the photo copy received
through the courtesy of our late lamented friend Dr. J. S. Jetly.
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‘Against the general practice, the Tippanaka has no benedictory
verse. It begins with em namah Sri Nyayavadibhyah and after its
abrupt end we read Subham astu sakalasamghasya. These, as well
as the mode of writing of the manuscript show that the scribe was a
Jaina by faith. The correct quotation and explanation of Vedic,
Upanisadic and philosophical passages speak of the author’s deep
erudition in the orthodox lore. Our present state of knowledge
does not allow us to assert anything beyond that he flourished in
western India between Udayanacarya (c. 1070-80 A.D.) and Abhaya-
tilaka Upadhyaya (1263 A.D.). Abhayatilaka in the introductory
verse no 5 asserts that he consulted a portion of the work of
Srikantha which he calls Paficaprasthananyayatarkadurgamarthavya-
khya¢. The author himself calls his work an avaciirni, an epithet,
generally used among the westerners, especially the Jainas. Srikantha
may also be a Jaina by faith. But the available portion of the text
does not supply us any further evidence to confirm it.

The Nyiya works of Srikantha and Abhayatilaka received con-
siderable recognition among scholars as we find them mentioned in
the short bibliography added to the Nyaya section of the Saddar-
§anasamuccayavrtti by Gunaratnasiiri. But the mode of mentioning
the two texts raises some doubt regarding actual handling thereof by
Gunaratna. He attributes the Nyayalamkara to Srikantha and the
 Vrtti i.e. Tippanaka to Abhayatilaka®. Prof. Dinesh Chandra

Bhattacharya discovered a reference to the Nyayalamkira in the
Khandanakhandakhadyatika of Jianapurna Vidyasagara®. Neither
Abhayatilaka nor Srikantha evinces any knowledge of the Neo-logic
of North-Eastern India which flourished by their time. This may be
due to geographical reasons. _
 The style of Srikantha is simple, grasp of the subject thorough
.and knowledge of kindred disciplines commendable. Vedic texts
like the Taittiriya Brahmana and the Chandogyopanisat have been
quoted. The Prakaranapajika of Salikanitha has been utilised. The
Arthasastra of Kautilya bas been hinted at. Dharmakirti and Dhar-
mottara have been quoted. = The Tattvopaplava of Bhafta Jayarasi

4. shefimosaiEn gasarearmfEiaRegng |
TR Nyayalamkara, p. 1.
5. -oRgferaamgrgTa: &R - sfiegaasiFesmaiaamaEE T |
Tarkarahasyadipika, Bibliotheca Indica Series.
6. History of Navya-Nyaya in Mithila, Darbhanga, p. 43,
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has been used. The Padarthadharmasamgraha of Prasastapida,
Mandana, Kumarilabhatta and the Bhinnakas have been touched.
Vacaspati’s Tatparyatika is here called a Vrtti, while he himself has
been referred to as siri. All these point to a grand preparation on
the part of the author in order to elucidate the most impertant
Nyaya texts when their regular flow was checked due to the dis-
appearance of the Buddhist rivals.

Iv

In Mithila and Bengal, the study of the ancient texts went on
during the modern epoch. Resulis of new researches have been inte-
grated in the numerous Nyayasiitravrttis. Vardhamana Upadhyaya
son of Gangeda wrote the Nydyanibandhaprakas$a and the PariSista-
prakdsda to bridge up the guif between his illustrious father and
Udayanicirya. Texts like Sankaramisra’s Trisatrinibandhavyakhya,
Krsnananda Vidyavirifici’s Nibandhakrsna, Nyayanibandhoddyota
of DivakaramiSra and the Tatparyadipika of Janakinidtha Bhatta-
carya Cadamani point out to the influence of the PariSuddhi of
Udayana long after the hay days of the ancient school of Indian
logic. Padmanabha commented upon the Nyayanibandhaprakasa.
The critical edition of our Nydyacaturgranthikd was taken up during
the fifties of the present century. The newly discovered Buddhist
logical and excegetical texts like the present one had to be consulted
in this connection. A few excegetical texts, thus collected, have been
published by myself and my young associates. The Tippanaka lay
with me for long. It is now being presented to the scholarly world in
the hope that it will be of some real help to those who are interested
in the origin and development of Indian logic.

Anantalal Thakur
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