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X1v INTRODUCTION

Dharma and sometimes Sulba sutras. The Srouta
sutras form the major portlon of it but Grhyasutra
and Dharmasutra are dealt with in a few chapters.
It is certain that they are all interdependent,
and we cannot isolate any one of them and estimate
its value. Apparently one can see thateach is
entirely a separate and individual work. Many
scholars have also expressed the same opinion.
|But, to a practical man interested in Dharma, all
these parts are equally important as well as
recessary in order to comprehend the religion
the Vedas. Just as there is a single author for
the whole work on religion known as the Kalpa
sutra, the whole work must be a single one al-
though consisting of many subsidiary points.

A ’Dharma sutra works form generally

eﬂucal ruies recommended
rehgmas textﬁ viz. the Vedas. In the

the term Dharma 1s taken 1n a restrict-
nse. But, [ wish to point out to my readers
that the title need not create an impression, that
the m her sutras viz. Srouta and Grhya do not come




INTRODUCTION XV

branch of knowledge. Itis believed that all branches
0 ' r are, correlated and hezce, conducive
in one way or other to the realisation of Dharma,
Karma or Brahma. Most of the scientists of Wes-
tern countries attempt to isclate religion from
the domain of knowledge, and do not even hesitate
to do away with the term ‘religion’ and its injunc-
tions. Whereas in the Brahmana soil, politics,
economics, education, commerce, industry, engi-
neering &c. are all closely associated with religion
and are inseparable from it. Similarly the sciences
of Ayurveda and Astrology which involve the
application of physics: chemistry, psychology,
physiology, biology &c, take their origin from
Religion. The several sciences including Music
may be considered to be mediatory towards the
process of realisation of the ‘Great Truth’.

Mr. M. K. Gandhi, the political hero of
this Historic land of ours was, in the beginning,
thinking only of political salvation for his country-
men. To him, politics was for some time the chief
subject of study. But his study of politics in general,
and that of our country in particular, as an aspect
of her religion has enabled him to realise after all
the religion of politics. Many scientists have no
doubt attained, tc-day, to the comsummation of
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Apastam ba seems to have delivered lecture
qregETREes ( 1-1-1 ) Each khanda may be
said to ha.ve been a day's work. The division into
patalas and prasnas indicate, generally, the subject
matter. As regards the arrangement and order
of sutras and subjects, the same general remark
mentioned above is applicable in this case also.
The reader will see some sutras like & drafimr”
(1 *3“455* without a predicate, and ' others like
=1 (1-14-22)1 the sense of which is
continued and completed in the next section. From
these and other things, we may infer that the lec-
ture was abruptly stopped in the middle owing to
the disturbarces like those that are enumerated in
his ANADHYAYANA PRAKARANA.

The authors like Gautama and Bodhayana
have shown some discrimination in dealing with
the subject, suggesting thereby that their works
are an improvement on that of Apasthamba.

The fact that many sutras of Grhya as well as
Srouta are found in the D harmasut}a;, shows that
he author relerred to them by the way ' or when-
ever necessary; and these the students have record-

= Page 56 lme 7.
T Page67 line 9 and page 12 line 16.



INTRODUCTION X1X

Apastamba the great sage may be said to
have lived in a village where fuel and water could
be procured in abundance such processes of
purification like Achamana were under one’s con-
trol. (1-15-22)* As the followers of Apastambha
are found mostly in the so part of this Bra-
hman land, scholars wish to infer that he was a
southern man.

" He was a srotriya and had studied thoroughly

that branch of the Vedas known as ‘Yajurveda’,
in accordance with the principles and rules of
Brahmacharya. In Lis opinion, no great rishis
vould be born am@nv people of lgte, owing to
theu" “deviation from the d1scxphnar} rules of
conduct. He was one of the most remarkable
sages. His scholarship and experience were of a
very high order. Being a Dharmajna he was an
authority on the subject of Dharma. He had
performed many sacrifices and had been assidu
ously observing domestic rites such as Pancha
mahayajnas, and the sacrifices such as Saptapaka
yajnas, Saptahaviryajnas and saptasomayajnas in
addition to a great number of sacrifices such a:
satras to be performed occasionally As he was a
great Acharya he might have been conﬁ'uhed b}

e e b el

* P. g4 Line 6.




XX INTRODUCTION

the people as well as the Kings and Emperors of
his time. Apastamba must have been therefore
very busy in studying the Vedic texts and explain-
ing the sacrifices and rituals described in them.
Hence, he could not but make use of many words
and stanzas that are peculiar to the Vedas. He
cites here and there some stanzas from puranas.

number m ‘ a.nd Vasmhta "So, it is evi-
dent that ‘2 Pastha ba’ had not paid much atten-
tion to the study of the puranas or the epics.

He was a strong advocate of
nd therefore did not hesitate to violate d1~
ary customs that did not come under the province
lof srutis. According to him Sruthi was "more
authoritative than Aanumanikachara. (1-4-8) «
But Smruthis. Itihasas. Puranas etc. and even the
opinions of women and sudrast based on experi-
ence were held as an authority on @& by our
- great Sage. Whereas the Arya Samagists are too
proud to recognise any authority other than the
f Samhita portion of the whole Vedas: the future

generations of the Arya Samagists may even dis-
egard that. But let us hope that a person of the
ype of Day m’mmda Srotrwa may be born to gmde

R ALt
il P
I L
. - "

f i i L N

ge 2 Lme 3~4. Page 2 Line 9.




INTRODUCTION XX1

us in the path of truth, casting out the narrow
views of the old originator of the Arya Samaja.

Though our sage was well versed in the
Karmakanda portion of the Vedas, he did not :
neglect the studies of Jnanakanda. In him we find
both a Mandanamisra and a Sankaracharya. He
was a practical Sanyasin as well as a Shrotriya
Yajamana. The people who have recognised the
merits of Appayya Dikshita of high reputation can
understand the life of Apastamba better. The scho-
lars like Kumarila and Mandana were extremists
only for the sake of upholding the cause of the kar-

of reahsmg the doctrines 0% Vedanta. We see hou it
was possible for Mandana to enter into the last stage
of life. As for Apastamba he was a Parnvrat in
spirit and a’performer of sacrifices. To him, ‘there
was no distinction between the two ashramas. He
specifically states that even ‘Sanyasa’ the last
stage of life 1s not superior to the other Ashramas.
(2-24-14)* All the stages were of equal importance
so far as the object of life 1s concerned. He says
“Hree T w9 H@wd’ (1-22-2)1 1 think, that with-

Page 7 line 14.
T Page 4 line 7 & page 44 line 3.




XXl INTRODUCTION

out the realisation of self no religious action is
perfect and the realisation of self is void, if 1t

does not express itself in the form of meritorious
actions.

{  Apasthamba, like all other previous sages was
ﬁnne of the best judges. His generosity, clemency

‘and learning enabled htm to prescribe Athmalabha

as a sort of expiation. Repentance is the best ex-

piation for sins. Sir Thomas Mcore has very

well depicted in his Paradise and the Peri, how
repentance could be a redeeming factor. In fact,
repentance is the underlying principle of all expia-
tions. But readers may find in Apastamba’s work
some of the ghastly intolerable and inhuman rules
of expiation for various sins. Many such rules of
Dharma Sastra have been misrepresented by
people like Swami Ramatirtha, Mr. B. Govindadas,
Mr. M. K. Gandhi, Arya Samajists and many
Western scholars. But most of these rules have to
be interpreted according to the principles of Pari-
bhasha, which will be dealt with in this series.
Scientists like the logicians and philosophers could
take them in their true colour. It is a question of
canse and ef] The great Kumarila Bhatta has

xample in regard to this affair. We
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are given to understand that he was quite ready to
burn himself slowly and steadily under the burning
husks, for a trivial mistake which he considered to
be a great sin. The learned Bhattapada says
that he once gave utterance to a doubtful state-
ment regarding the truth of the Vedas conscious
as he was of their truth. This worked in his mind
so very keenly that until at last he decided to
undergo a ‘prayaschitta’ 1n the form of causing

his body to be burnt slowly under the burning
husks. a

Men who desire to be liberated from their
sins are directed to perform expiatory rites.  “aufi
g7eal AT ( 1-1-34 )* says Apastamba to
indicate that no expiation is compulsory but
optional. It is understood that no action goes
unrewarded or unpunished either in this life or mn
a life to come hereafter. Everybody is constrained
to reap the fruits of the seeds sown by him. ‘As
we sow, so we reap.” We see and hear daily
several beings burnt in fire, and crushed under
motor cars or Railway Trains. These mishappen-
ings are not without a cause, and such accidents
are sur2ly the results of one’s own actions. There-

i L e il b Lineie, e e i

* Page 37 line 135.



XX1V INTRODUCTION

fore, the reader is requested to realise this truth
at the outset before passing any remarks tending
to belittle the greatness of the sage, Apastamba.
His view will be abundantly clear if the reader
refers to the sutras which ordain the duty of a
thief (1-25-4, page 38-5). With regard to the
apparent partial treatments, meted out to the de-
faulters of several categories, the man of science
gifted with an analytical and scientific mind must
alone try to understand the fundamental principle
underlying them, and be satisfied.

Th&ugh the sages chose for their residence a
place like the one which is described 1n page
(1-15-22, 44 6} their knowledge or experience of
the political world was nmt hmxted Like all other
SAZES, A s %Sm mba too has g iven some of his views

politics, sociology, education, engineering &c.,
which have all been recorded in Srouta, Grhya,

does not seem m have dealt much with Vais Sya

Dharmasutra works and others reveal the
m civilisation,— a civilisation in the
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itted many customs of

es in So far asi

{
i

{
1

Apastamba has adn
different persons, places and tin
they were not contradictory to the injunction of
the Vedas. In his Dharmasutra he refers to many
Dharmajnas of his time  Hareeta seems to have
been more authoritative and older among them.
Apastamba differs from him in many respects.
Dickens is right in saving that ‘ Every man of
true genius has bis own peculiarity . It can be
regarded as an echo of Apastamba’s statement,
“ g gwenfeww AEE ¥ @AMy Y (2-13-7 ) #
There were many Dharmajnas who were authorr-
ties on Dharma. Kanva, Kaanva, Kauthsa, Eka,
Pushkarasa and others have been cited by our
author. Apastamba has boldly contradicted Sveta-
kethu's view of visiting gurukulas often, as well as
certain Desadharmas of Dayavibhaga which 1s
opposed to Manu's view point. (2-14-6, 7, 8, 9
10, 11)f On many occasions Apastamba has
clearly shown his simplicity and spirit of tolerance
towards the customs of others representing there-
by the true type of an orthodox Srotriya noted
for his ¥A, ¥W and ™. Much can be said
on Apastamba Maharshi and his views about reli-

Page 2 line 17. T Page 36 lines 4 and 6.



XXV1 INTRODUCTION

gion. But, as time and space do not permit me
to dwell on them any more than what I have been
able to do here, I leave the rest to my readers,

who may try to know more about the great sage
and appreciate his greatness.

In regard to the fixing up of the dates of the
earliest history of Brahman land, great care
should be observed. Guess-works will find no
place at the present day. The recent excavations
of Mohenjo Daro and other places have uprooted
the theories of early Sanskrit scholars. Archaeo-
logy i1s making wonderful progress so much so
that no wonder if it shakes the foundations of all
guess-works of even eminent scholars of old.

gy and Religious History contribute much
towards the determination of the periods of early
history, especially that of the Vedic history. In de-
termining the date of the extant Vedas, we should
udy the pre-Krishna-Dvaipayana-vedic-history
so. When the problem of the date of the said

edas 18 sull a matter for conjecture, we cannot be

certain of the dates of the post.vedic and pre-
historic periods.

It has been admitted, beyond, all doubt, that it
edavyasa who analysed the whole of the
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Vedas and grouped them into four distinct branch-
es of the Vedas and handed them over to four of
his disciples. This period is assigned to that of
the Mahabharata and the various Puranas. It 1s
certain that, under the supervision of this great
sage, these works were undertaken by many sages
who co-operated with each other to record things
recommended by him. The lectvres or discourses
of Jaimini and Vedavyasa are preserved in their
Mimamsa texts. The works like Niruktha, Vya-
karana, Kalpa &c., were gradually developed by
great many sages from time to fime.

Among the kalpasutrakaras, Apas
who belonged to s3zF@! of the Vedas, was very%
famous and the foremost of all. It is quite prob-.
able that he lived in the tenth century B. C. or 500
years at least before the decline of the BRAHMA-
NACHARA and the rise of the two Acharas
namely the Jaina and the Bauddha. The former
seems to have resolved to rebel against Srothriyas
of inferior learning and establish a new Achara
on a constructive basis. Whereas the latter was at-
tacking the degenerated BRAHMANACHARA
and trying to overthrow it in a friendly manner,
Maxmuller places Apastamba between So00-300
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B. C. Many scholars endorse his opinion. Mr.
P. V. Kane too assigns the dage of
a period between 600--"'*00 B C Mr. Govind Das
observes that the sutra works were composed
most likely between 500-100 B. C. It appears that
many scholars are of opinion that the two great
epics the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, were
composed somewhere about the third century
B. C. But the study of the religious history wipes
out all these mistaken notions. If we compare the
conditions of the people of the time of Apastamba
with the conditions of those during the times of
Mahavira and Buddha, we are sure to prefer the

1o0th century B. C. as the date of Apastamba.

In regard to the question of priority of the
- then wellknown Dharmasutrakaras, namely Apa-

said by Buhler and Maxmuller., Here, again, the

- ike Philology and religious history con-
of the mct that Apastamba was the
Since Bodha-

tamba. Among these,
1as iried to define the term Dharma
- He dwells elabo




INTRODUCTION XX1X

Sandhyavandana, Brahmavajna and other subjects.
But Apastamba is almost silent on these points.®
On another occasion, Apastamba points out
that no Srotriya should take up arms even for
the sake of trial.¥ Gautama slightly modifies 1

But, Bodhayana, who might have sympathized
with the then degenerated condition of the Brah-
manas, who were forced to withstand the later
foreign invasions, recommends it  These and
many other things go to prove that Bodhayana
was the latest of all these three authors. Mr.
Balakrishna Ghose too rightly thinks and observes

o

* This makes us realize as to what the atti-
tude of the then peOp]e was towards religious
functions en}omed by the Vedas. In Bodhayana’s
time the knowledge of Brahmayajna and other
rituals might have been very much attenuated, to
such an extent that many pecrle were curious
to record ‘éven the ﬁmlyﬂ duties.  The fact
that Bodhayana gives 'us many details of rites,
is a clear proof to vindicate that the people regard-
ed them because of their incapacity to learn the
same from the Vedas and other authoritative kalpa-
sutras.

f Page 44 line 19,
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that Apastamba was the earliest of these. On the
contrary, Mr. P. V. Kane refutes the inference of
r. Ghose and tries to place our author after
Bodhayana. The philologists can easily admit on
the Emgmstm grounds that Apastamba must have

| these three authors. The object
0& giving stability to the Smartha rites and other
usages, had inspired Bodhayana to note every-
thing in detail in popular style of language so that
the people of lis time might appreciate and under-
em. For, according to Pt. Sridharasharma,
Bodhayana is more well-versed in Smartha works
than in Srouta works, in which Apastamba is an
expert. On these and other grounds, we can
safely arrive at a decision that Apastamba was the
oldest among those three sages and that his date
cannot be fixed later than the 1oth Century B. C.

ymm,y o
Kali 5034 Mina masa 20 R. N. S.
2 —4 — 1933.
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GLOSSARY

| The meanings given hereunder are chiefly
taken out from the commentary called ‘U7/vala’ of
Haradatia Misra, who 1s a great commentater and
has written commentaries on many Sutra works
of Apastamba, Asvalayana and Gautama. Be-
sides there are many original works. Mr. P. V.
Kane has given an adequate note on this author
in his history of Dharma-Sutras. According to him
Haradatta is a Scholar of the twelfth century.]
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