
. taeqkaòkm!. Totakashtaka of Sri Totakacharya 
 

The Totakashtaka has been composed in the Totaka meter, in which each 

paada (quarter) has four sagana's. Here a sa-gana is made up of two short 

syllables followed by a long one. The hymn naturally lends itself to be set 

to music. A suggested Raga is (Hindustaani) Todi. 

ividtaiolzaôsuxajlxe mihtaepin;TkiwtawRinxe, 

ùdye klye ivml< cr[<   Év z»r deizk me zr[m!. 1. 

1. O Thou, the knower of all the nectar-ocean of Scriptures! The expounder 

of the knowledge of the great Upanisadic treasure! I meditate on Your pure 

lotus feet in my heart. O Teacher, Sankara! be my refuge. (1) 

ké[avé[aly paly ma<  ÉvsagrÊ>oivËnùdm!, 

rcyaioldzRntÅvivd<    Év z»r deizk me zr[m!. 2. 

2. O You who are the Ocean of compassion! Save me whose heart is 

tormented /afflicted by the misery of the ocean of births! (By Your grace) 

make me the knower of the truths of all the systems of philosophy. O 

Teacher Shankara, be my refuge. (2) 

Évta jnta suihta Éivta injbaex-ivcar[-caémte, 

klyeñrjIvivvekivd<  Év z»r deizk me zr[m!. 3. 

3. The people have found happiness due to You, who have the intellect 

adept in the inquiry into Self knowledge. Make me understand the 

knowledge of Isvara and the selfl. O Teacher Shankara, be my refuge. (3) 

Év @v Évainit me intra<   smjayt cetis kaEtuikta, 

mm vary maehmhajlix<  Év z»r deizk me zr[m!. 4. 

4. You are verily Lord Siva Himself. Knowing this my mind is filled with 

an abundance of joy. Put an end to my vast ocean of delusion. O Teacher 

Shankara, be my refuge. (4) 



suk«te=ixk«te b÷xa Évtae  Éivta smdzRnlalsta, 

AitdInimm< pirpaly ma<  Év z»r deizk me zr[m!. 5. 

5. Only after numerous virtuous deeds have been performed in many 

ways, does a keen desire for the kowledge of Brahman through You arise. 

Protect (me who am) extremely helpless. O Teacher Shankara, be my 

refuge. (5) 

jgtImivtu< kilta k«tyae  ivcriNt mhamhsCDlt>, 

Aihma<zuirvaÇ ivÉais gurae  Év z»r deizk me zr[m!. 6. 

6. For the sake of saving the world, great (persons) assuming various forms 

wander in disguise. O Guru, You shine like the sun (among them). O 

Teacher Shankara, be my refuge. (6) 

guépu¼v pu¼vketn te  smtamyta< n ih kae=ip suxI>, 

zr[agtvTsl tÅvinxe  Év z»r deizk me zr[m!. 7. 

7. O Best among the Teachers! The Lord whose flag bears the emblem of 

the bull! You have no equal among the wise. You who are affectionate to 

those who seek refuge! The treasure of truth! O Preceptor Teacher, be my 

refuge. (7) 

ividta n mya ivzdEkkla n c ikÂn kaÂnmiSt gurae, 

Ô‚tmev ivxeih k«pa< shja<  Év z»r deizk me zr[m!. 8. 

8. Not even a single branch of knowledge has been understood by me 

clearly. Nor do I possess any wealth. O Teacher. quickly bestow on me the 

compassion which is natural to You.grace. O Teacher Sankara, be my 

refuge. (8) 

. #it taeqkaòk< smaÝm!. 

 


