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| ntroduction

Humanbirth is auniqueandpricelessmediumfor realizingone’s goal of existence.Having
attainedsucha birth oneis well-advisedto embarkuponthe path of spiritual upliftment.
The goal is undoubtedlydauntingand seeminglyunattainablehowever, if it wereindeed
unattainablethe Lord would not have instructedArjuna to basehis every actionuponthe
instructionsin the &stra (BG 16.24). Having acceptedsuch moderatedconduct,which
resultsin spiritual upliftment, asthe goal of one’s existence,a personthenfacesthe issue
of how to proceed.lt is verily a bewildering taskfor eventheintelligentto decidewhathas
to be doneandwhat not (BG 4.16). The easiestecoursefor a seeler is to follow in the
footstepsof thosewho have seta precedenby living alife in accordancevith the &astra-s.

S Vadiraja Tirtha (1480-1600) a prominentpersonagén the Madhwa sampadaya, com-
posedmportantpolemicalworkssuchasthe Yuktimallika, etc.,andalsocontributedgreatly
to the commentarialiteratureof his tradition with works suchasthe Bhava-Pralesika, the
Gunarthadpika, etc. He wasalsoan ardentdevoteeanda very gifted poetwho composed
works suchasthe Rukminsa-Mjaya which give ampleevidenceof his gifts asa poetand
asadevotee.He alsohasgivenus mary stotra-s glorifying Visnu (in His mary forms),and
aIsoA_\caryaMadh\a. In these he haslucidly delineatedhe prescriptionfor living alife ac-
cordingto the &astra-s. More aboutthis authorandabouthis works maybelearnedrom the
History of the Dvaita School of Vedanta and Its Literature by B.N.K. Sharma(Motilal
Banarsidassl981),andothersources.

The DaSavatarastutiis perhapshe mostwidely known stotra andworshipsVisnuin His ten
ava@ara-s. The Trivikramastotraextols Lord Trivikramain Sode the abodeof Sn Vadiraja
Tirtha. In the Hitopadéahe sumsup the importantteachingsof the &astra-s and counsels
the seeler to berid of vicesandto practicedharma! In the Kurustutihe teacheshumility
towardseldersandteachersn acceptancef the Omnipotenceof the Lord andthe fulfill-
mentof the prescribedduties. His stotrassuchasthe Chintakhan@nastotraareintendedto
alleviate worldly worriesandsuffering. The Haryasakamvividly describeghe precarious
positionof anindividual in the world by comparinghim/herto ananimalwhich hasfallen
into awell andis unableto rescuetself. In the SrTsrTsagqradarpaa-stotraheWorshipsthe
Lord of Lakgmi, andat the end,asin otherinstancesboldly declaregshatonewho chantsit

1Thereis atraditionthatthe Hitopadéais by S, AksobhyaTirtha;howeverit is includedherebecausg¢here
is no credibleevidencefor this claim andthereis alsothetraditionwhich attributesthe sameto Si” Vadiraja.



with devotionwill undoubtedlyattaingreatwealth.Only afew of the stotra-s arementioned
herefor the sale of brevity — interestedeadersareencouragedo studytheseandalsothe
restin detalil.

| would like to thankMeeraTadipatriand Kesh&a Tadipatrifor their helpin proofingthis
work. | thankall otherswhowerein any way relatedto this publication.

Pleaseeportary errorsfound.

AnandRavipati

March23,2000
VadirajaAradham
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