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Introduction

Humanbirth is auniqueandpricelessmediumfor realizingone’s goalof existence.Having

attainedsucha birth one is well-advisedto embarkupon the pathof spiritual upliftment.

The goal is undoubtedlydauntingandseeminglyunattainable;however, if it were indeed

unattainable,the Lord would not have instructedArjuna to basehis every actionuponthe

instructionsin the śāstra (BG 16.24). Having acceptedsuchmoderatedconduct,which

resultsin spiritual upliftment, asthe goal of one’s existence,a personthenfacesthe issue

of how to proceed.It is verily a bewildering taskfor eventheintelligentto decidewhathas

to be doneandwhat not (BG 4.16). The easiestrecoursefor a seeker is to follow in the

footstepsof thosewhohavesetaprecedentby living a life in accordancewith the śāstra-s.

Śr̄ı Vādir̄ajaTı̄rtha (1480-1600),a prominentpersonagein theMādhva sampradāya, com-

posedimportantpolemicalworkssuchastheYuktimallikā,etc.,andalsocontributedgreatly

to thecommentarialliteratureof his traditionwith workssuchastheBhāva-Prak̄ásikā, the

Gurvarthad̄ıpikā, etc. He wasalsoanardentdevoteeanda very gifted poetwho composed

works suchasthe Rukmin. ı̄śa-Vijaya which give ampleevidenceof his gifts asa poetand

asa devotee.He alsohasgivenusmany stotra-sglorifying Vis.nu (in His many forms),and

alsoĀcāryaMadhva. In these,hehaslucidly delineatedtheprescriptionfor living a life ac-

cordingto the śāstra-s. Moreaboutthisauthorandabouthisworksmaybelearnedfrom the

History of the Dvaita School of Vedanta and Its Literature by B.N.K. Sharma(Motilal

Banarsidass,1981),andothersources.

TheDásāvat̄arastutiis perhapsthemostwidely known stotra andworshipsVis.nu in His ten

avat̄ara-s. TheTrivikramastotraextols Lord Trivikramain Sode,theabodeof Śr̄ı Vādir̄aja

Tı̄rtha. In the Hitopadésahe sumsup the importantteachingsof the śāstra-s andcounsels

theseeker to be rid of vicesandto practicedharma.1 In theKurustutihe teacheshumility

towardseldersandteachersin acceptanceof the Omnipotenceof the Lord andthe fulfill-

mentof theprescribedduties.His stotrassuchastheChint̄akhand.anastotraareintendedto

alleviateworldly worriesandsuffering. The Haryas.t.akamvividly describesthe precarious

positionof an individual in theworld by comparinghim/herto ananimalwhich hasfallen

into a well andis unableto rescueitself. In theŚr̄ıśr̄ıśagun.adarpan.a-stotraheworshipsthe

Lord of Laks.mı̄, andat theend,asin otherinstances,boldly declaresthatonewho chantsit
1Thereis atraditionthattheHitopadésais by Śr̄ı Aks.obhyaTı̄rtha;howeverit is includedherebecausethere

is no credibleevidencefor thisclaim andthereis alsothetraditionwhichattributesthesameto Śr̄ı Vādirāja.



with devotionwill undoubtedlyattaingreatwealth.Only afew of thestotra-sarementioned

herefor thesake of brevity — interestedreadersareencouragedto studytheseandalsothe

restin detail.

I would like to thankMeeraTadipatriandKeshava Tadipatrifor their help in proofingthis

work. I thankall otherswhowerein any way relatedto this publication.

Pleasereportany errorsfound.

AnandRavipati

March23,2000

Vādir̄ajaĀrādhan̄a
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