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Foreword

TheSumadhwavijayais abiographicahccounbf AcaryaMadhvacomposedyy Si Narayara
Pandiacarya, the sonof S TrivikramaPandi&carya,who wasa contemporanof Acharya
Madhwa. The generallyaccepteddatesfor Madhwa are 1238-1317CE, while thosefor
Narayara Pandiacaryaare 1295-1370CE. It is very likely that the young Narayara was
associateavith mary of theeventscoveredin detaileddescriptionof A_céryaMadh\a’s life
— especiallythosewhich occurin samga-s twelve throughsixteenof the Sumadhavijaya.
This s evidentfrom the wealthof detailandcloseobsenationthatonenoticeshere,in con-
trastto the earlier sectionswherethe descriptionsare very brief or accompaniedy only
poeticembellishments.Thereis no doubtthat the entire family — the fatherTrivikrama,
Sankarahe brotherof Trivikrama,and Narayara the son,weretremendouslympressedy
thepersonalityof A_\cﬁryaMad hva, whosebeauty physique personalitystrengthendurance,
pleasanandattractve mannerserudition,andall roundscholarshipetc.,find repeateanen-
tion in the compositionf all theseauthors . Narayara Panditacaryahasusednearlyathou-
sandsynoryms in describingMadhwa in the Sumadhwavijaya, essentiallyreferringto his
vastknowledgeand greatintellect. Thus,thereis no doubtthat the Sumadhavijaya is a
first-personaccountof thelife of A_\cérya Madhwa asseenat closequarterspy a gifted au-
thor, atleastin thelatterportionsof thetext, while the earlierportionsarebasednauthentic
hearsayfrom hisimmediatedisciples.

Writing the biographyof A_\cérya Madhwa, he of the multifacetedand divine personality
would have beena difficult assignmentor anyone. The requirement®f presentinghe ex-
traordinarylife in its differentaspects— the precociouschild bornto piousparentsaftera
long wait andardentprayersto Lord Ananteévara;his early renunciatiorof the world, con-
fronting the-thenpowerful Advaita head-onwithout any compromisesthe seriesof mirac-
ulousdoingsindicatinghis divinity; his detailedandauthenticknowledgeaboutthe ancient
scripturedik etheVedasUpanisadsandltihasa— wouldnotbeeasy It certainlywould need
afine balancebetweerfactualpresentatiowoupledwith admirationfor the gloriousperson-
ality, a clearsummaryof esotericandprotracteddiscussionsvith opponentsanda portrait
of the subjects personalraits, wherethe full andmarwelouspersonalityis delineatedn a
word picture. It is not for nothingthatit is believed that Madhwa is presenthimselfin the
form of Sumadhwavijayaandno one,eventhe othergreatpersonagesf the orderevertried
to write anothersimilar work. The compositionhassecuredgreatrespectand acceptance



comparabldo the original compositionsof Madhva himselffrom all succeedingavantsof
Tattvavada.

It is worth noting the explanationgivenby Narayara Panditacharyahimselfaboutthe man-
ner of his writing the composition. In the Bhavapralashila, an auto-commentaryn the
Sumadhwavijaya, he says:

“Whatever hasbeenstatedherehasbeenmostly narratedto me by morethan
onesource:l have seersowith my own eyes) thushasbeensaidin mostcases.
Wheneer therewasa differencebetweenhe accountgyiven by two sources)
have acceptedhe onewhich was stronger(morereliable). | have neithersaid
things herejust for poeticembellishmentnor to praisethe Guru, nor to shav
my own scholarship.Therefore readersoughtnot to doubtthe authenticityof
my accounthere’

It is clearfrom this that Narayara Parditacharyacomposedhe accountafter he had care-
fully analysedhe dataavailable. The organizationof thetext alsoindicatesthis — thefirst
ninesarga-s carryaccountshich arenotvery detailedin nature with circumstantiabletails
generallynot available. For instancewe noticethattheinstallationof Lord Krsnain Udupi,
amajoractionof Madhwa, hasbeendescribedn only four slokas. It would appeathatthe
eventsdescribedn thesechaptersradhappenedong beforethe Sumadhavijaya wascom-
posed.In particular the poetstartshis accountof this momentousventfrom a description
of theimmersionof theicon of Lord Krsnain theMadhvasar@arafor washingandprovides
no hint abouthow it wasobtained.(Therearemary storiesattributableto greatsaintssub-
sequentlydescribingthe circumstancesf thefinding.) All the eventsright up to Madhwa’s
two visits to Badarikesramaapparentlyhad taken placelong beforeand could be known
only from anecdotesarratedby his disciples. The tenthsarga seemgo be a summaryof
somethen-prealentcompositionslescribingthe earlierincidentsassociateavith Madhwva’s
visits to the northernpartof the country The eleventhsarga is anexposition' in highly po-
etic languageof the philosophicalpositionof the Tattvavadaconceptof moks. Thesamga-s
twelve, et seq. clearly shov detailsof namesplaces(mostlyin Keralaand SouthCanara),
andsequencesf eventswhich becameknown to the authorby directexperienceor by lis-
teningto first-handaccountsThedetaileddescriptiorof Madhwa's daily routinegivenin the

LAscribedto 'Se,a basedn anincidentof a brightlight beingseenin themoon-lessky whenMadhvawas
giving adiscourseasexplainedin the Bhavapralesika.



thirteenthsarga appeargo be an eyewitnessaccount. Thefinal sargais clearly onewhere
the poethasconsiderabl@letailedinformation. Incidentsdescribechereinclude: bathingin
the sea(describedn fourteenslokas); defeatingthe Gardavata brothers;going aroundthe
Kantheswaratempleon the shouldersof a youngboy; defeatingPurvavata, Shivagni etc.;
renovatingthe Parant temple;gettingthe pondin Yerki Mathafilled by rain; composinghe
Krsnamita Maharrava andthe KarmaNirnayain VaidyarathéwaraandUjire, etc. Only the
incidentsof Madhwa'’s establishinghe validity of the Vedason thebanksof the Gomat river
(possiblytheonenearDwarala) andof hislifting andcarryingthehugebouldernearKalasa
seento bedistantto the poet,andmayhave beenincludedhereratherthanin thetenthsarga,
wherea numberof suchwondrousincidentshave beendescribedfor cornvenience.

The poet, while discussinghe basisof his accountsof the superhumaractionsof Acarya
Madhwa, saysthusin the Bhavapralesika:

“Of thesg(miracles)seenby humanssomewereforgottenby theactionof deva
maya, andevenof thosewhich werenotforgotten,we did not cometo know all
of them. Evenout of whatwe heard,we have not describedsomeasthey areto
betreatedasdivine secrets.

Therefore the poeturgesthathis work be considered historiographyratherthana hagiog-
raphyregardlesof themiraclesdescribedn it, andindeed his sincerityandskill areclearly
discerniblein his carefulapproacho the subjectandmasteryof presentation.

Thereis authenticevidenceavailabletodayaboutmary eventsdescribedn the Sumadhev-
ijaya, of which we just mentionthe following:

1. The hugestoneboulder(6.1 metersx 3.6 metersx 10.98meters)carriedby A_\cérya
Madhwa nearKalasais still therewith aninscriptionon it. This evidencehasalso
appearedn a Gazetteeof the erstwhileprincely stateof Mysoredated1901CE. The
incidentis narratedn the 16thsarga— shlokas7-9.

2. The namesNadillaya (Madhyageha&hata), Paje (PajakaKsetra), Kunjaru (Vimana
Giri), etc.,exist eventoday Similarly, namessuchasGardavata, Purvavata, etc.,still
continueto beusedin thearea.

Even so, we shouldaddthat the historicalaccurag of someaccountdike that of A_cérya
Madhwa meetingthe Muslim king, his meetinglswaraDeva, etc., needauthenticverifica-
tion, thoughnothingis presentlyknown that contradictshemclearly The actualperiod of



Madhwa itself had beenunderconsiderableloubt, till it was revealedthat the Sikurmam
inscriptionsclearly indicatethatMadhva’s datesare1238-1317CE. It hasbeenopinedthat
“|swaraDeva” wasMahadeva,aY adva king whoruledDevagirifrom 1260-1271CE,while
the Muslim king was JalaluddinKhilji of Delhi (1290-1296CE). It appearaunlikely that
Madhwa’s northerntrip, apparentlydistantin time to Narayara Pardita, wasso late in his
life; Balbanin Agrais dated1249-1266CE andseemdo fit in better

It is alsoamguedthat the identitiesof Vidyasarkara, Padmatrtha, etc., who featurein the
Sumadhwavijaya asprominentscholarsof Advaitawho lostto Madhwa, arenot clearasper

tainingto the headsof AdvaitaMathasin thatperiod. (Therecordsof the Advaitic Matha-s
andlineagesarenot clearuntil afterthetime of Madhwa.) But peopleremembewwinnersand
notlosers!lt is alsohighly unlikely thatthetraditionalMathaguru parampaa-s,which extol

their pastasceticsyould highlightdefeatsandignominy of someof them.An exampleis the
famousdebatebetweernVidyararya and AksobhyaTirtha (adjudicatecby VedantaDeSika),
wherethe latter won, but which would not be acknavledgedby neutralscholarshipput for

the inscriptionalevidenceand the recordsavailablein the neutralgroundof ViSigadwaita
tradition.

Therearesomeotheraspectof the Sumadhavijaya which desere specialmentionin this
introduction.

As Mm. Dr. B.N.K. Sharmasays(privatecommunication);[Madhva’s] biography unlike
othersof its kind pertainingto 'Sa_rkaraand others,hasa perfecthistoricalperspectie and
never indulgesin anachronismandepisode®f a compromisingnatureto the subject. We
get, accordingto Dr. Sharma(ibid.), a “pen-pictureof Madhwa sayingthat he hadall the
mahapuruslaksana-s. Madhwa was a greatsportsmanand also a good wrestler moun-
taineer etc’ The early incidentsof digestinghorsgramasa baby still on mothers milk,

eatingthousand®f plantainsand drinking potsof milk asa younglad, andeatingall the
food offeredby severalhostsin Badarinath— aswell askeepinga completefastwith total
silencefor 48 daysin thatextremelycold anddifficult placebeforegoing to meetSi Veda
Vyasa— all portray Madhwa as one who was not an ordinary persondependenbn food.
Similarly, Madhwais saidto have shovn thatGodis presenteverywhere gvenasatoddlerof

two years by his actionsin visiting thetemples.Theattachmenof his parentgo the beauti-
ful child, andtheir sorrav whenherenouncedheworld attheyoungageof eightyears,are
poignant,but Madhwva maintainshis dignity andcorviction without hurtingthem.



The descriptve verseson Madhwa arelyrical andheartwarming. The greatlove of the poet
for his subjectshinesthroughbrilliantly in these. One getsa narratve of the greatGuru
thatis profoundyet simpleandaccessibl¢o all, andwhich shavs him to beall-knowing and
kind heartedo devotees)oyal to his childhoodfriends;with enormougpowers,but choosing
to take all his disciplesandhis own nominal Guru alongwith him like anordinaryhuman
being.Madhva, accordingto his biographerwasonewho alwaysactedashe preached.

The lyrical descriptionsof Madhwa meetingVedaVyasaand Narayara which have come
from the imaginationof the poetappearasif Madhwa himself wrote them— suchis the
linguistic skill, fervor andintensityof devotion displayed.The ability of the poetto usethe
maximumflexibility of the Sanskritlanguagan cornveying, in an appropriatemanney two
or threemeaningswith eachsetof words,while preservinghe musicalrhythmof thelines,
is amazing.The useof upana andotherembellishmentaspowerful mediafor emphasizing
the essentiahspectss resortedo freely, andin somecasedhe poettouchesa chordin our
hearts,suchaswhenhe talks of Hanumandevoutly using both handsto carry flowersfor
worshippinghis belovedRama,while he carriedthe Gandharadanamountainwith justone!

Thereis atraditionin Sanskrithatamalakavyashouldhave certainfeaturedik e aherowho

is exemplary descriptionsof towns, ocean,mountains sunrise/moonrisenarriage travel,

war, etc. Thesama-s shouldnot betoo long or too short,andat the endof each the subject
matterof the next mustbe indicated. The Sumadhwavijaya is seento containalmostall the
mainrequirement®f amalakavya

It is alsoseenthatin the caseof mary otherpersonalitiedike 'Sa.rkara,etc.,thereis more
thanonechroniclewritten long afterthe persons demise.Thesethusgive causefor genuine
doubtsaboutauthenticity andrely for the mostparton traditionalstoriespresered by word

of mouth. Thereare also conflicts betweenthe accounts. The Sumadhavijaya doesnot

suffer from ary of theseshortcomingsalso becauseof its unique status. Thanksto the

commentaryvritten by theauthorhimself,the detailsaremadeclearandunambiguousThe

methodadoptedoy the authorin presentinghis materialis unexceptionableandshaws great
mastery Thereis a casefor furtherstudyin fixing mary historicalelementsnentionechere,
but the honestyand integrity of the authorshinesthroughthe compositionlike a beacon
guidingusin theright direction.



| amvery hapyy thatthe Dvaita Home Pageis publishingelectronicallythis greattext for
the benefitof all admirersof A_\carya Madhva. They alreadyhave to their credit the suc-
cessfulpublicationsof the MahabtarataT atparyaNirnayaandthe I5avasyaUpanisadwhich
have beenwidely welcomed.The late reveredSi 1008 Vidyamarya Tirtha Swamijr, of the
Palimaru/Bhanlaraleri Matha-shasalreadycommunicatedis blessingsfor this greaten-
deavour for the publicationof all the Madhwa sarvanula andsuchcompositionsn the Net.
| would lik e to addmy own bestwishesto themfor all succesén this andin future efforts.

D. Prahladacharya
Vice Chancellor
Ragdriya Sanskita Vidyaptha, Tirupati

October26,2000
Dipavall
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