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PREBFACLE.
.

Searamelakalinidhi seems to have been once a popular
Look. Mauuscript copies of the work have been preserved in
many libraries of books on Music in several parts of India; but
ws these ave not easily available to the public, the book has
been printed so as to make it accessible to all.

RamAmatya, the anthor of the Yook, was a Niyogi Brahmin
of the Todaramalla family, which wus once woll-known in and
about Rajamundri, but is said to be now extinet, His father
was one Timmimityd, of whom very little is Jmown, Rémé-
mAtya seems 50 have been a distinguished musician and composer
(viggeyakira) and earned by his proficiency in the science and
art of Music the title of Abhinave Bharaticharya or ‘the
modern Bharata’ Among his musical compositions are men-
tioned ¢ Rigakadambakam’, of which the several portions are to
be composed-in differont rdgas ; ‘Panchatilesvaram’ of which the
different partsare to be adapted tothe once prevalent five c:n.‘igilm1
® Lilas; Swvarankams Mdtrid, Srirdngam, Srivilisam, &e , for
the composition of which prabandhas claborate rules are laid
down in Sangitaralnikaera, the standard treafise on B a
Musie,. RAmdmftya lived in the sixteenth century and was
& minister of Rama Bija, the ill-fated king of Vijianagar that
was defeated and slain in 1565 at Talikoba. The minister was
Lield in great vespeet by the kieg, from whom he received the
grant of a lurge estate on the Coromandel Coast and a fort in
rhe prineipality of Kondavidu (near Guuntur) that was then sub-
ject to Vijianagar. Nome of the works wontioned above seem to
have been presevved anywhere,

From the colophon 1 ab the end of the bhook, it will be
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Saka 1472—1 e, in Avpgust—September of 1550 A.D. The
cirenmstances in which the book was composed arve referred to
in the prefatory portion of the book. 'While Riima RAjA, king
of Vijinnagar waa, with his brothers Timma R4jd and Venkaba-
dri RAjh, listening to the sweebt discourse of RAmAmdtya’s:
music, Venkatadri Raja referred tor the conflicting views that,
then prevailed with referonge to the mauny questions connected
with the science and avhof Musie, and requested Rimambtya to
composa a work reconciling the diffurences. The request was
supported by the' king Rdima RAJA, who kvew of no botter
person for uudertaking the work, as he thought that, while
others knew only the theoretical or the practical side of the sub-
ject, Raminfdtya was an expertin both. The minister-musician
felt that he was bound to respect the wishes of the king from
whom bhe had received many favours and set about to compose
a simple faultless work based on the Sangitaratndikare.

The. book, which from this account may be taken to be
flawless, came in for very gevere criticism from Venkatamakhi;
(son of Govieda Diksbitar, a minister of a Naik king of T'anjore)
who, in his Chaturdundiprakasika, has written that, for the in=
ca’ alable' mischief that RamAmatya cansed by his wrovg classi-
ficition of melas, he could not escape.pumshment in the next
world, even though be might go to Rdmesvaram and havea
purificatory bath there.

The book is divided into five portions ag shewn helow 1—

(1) The prefatory portion, in_which the author gives
an account of the circumstances in which he wrote

.. the book and of the plan cn which the work was
composed,

3

(23 'I'he Svard portion, containing with other matter an
seeonnt of the Sratis and Svarans,

[aehl

(3} The Vire portion, in which four kinds of the Vine
insteuments are deseribed.

(4) The Xela portion, in which b is shewn that the

régas ean be divided ioto twenty (or fifteen) classes. .



(5) The Rdga portion, i which the peculiarities of
many [ftdgas or tunes are pointed out.
The manuscripts on which' this printed book is based are
those of the Svaramelakalinidhi in:— - '

A, The Madras O[‘i‘é-{ltiﬂ Manuscripts Library.

B. The Tanjore Palace Sarasvatimahal Library, (For a
portion). ; e

. The Library of Brahma Sri Subbardma Dikshitar,
o musician and composer of the Fttayapuram Samasg-

« tiinam.

" Of mannscripts A and B, copies were got through Mr.
P. Varaddchiryar, B. A. Tead Munshi, Oriental Mss. Library,
‘Madras and Mr. T. 8. Kuppuswimi Sastriyar, Teacher, Training
Rchool, Tanjore respectively, and the manuseript C was sent to
mo directly by its owner. I bave to thank these "three gentlemen
for their kinduness, as ‘also/my esteemed brother, Mr. S. Radhé-
“krishna Alyar, B'A , Principal, Maharaja’s College, Pudukkottai,
for several valuable snggestions that | have received from him,
and Brahma Sri Radbékrishna Sastrigar, Teacher of Sangkrit
Literature and Rhetoric, Sanskrit  Pathasila, Pudukk tai,
for his kindness in reading the proofs. '

1140 April, 1906.

P opUKKOTTAL THE EDITOR.
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