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PRASADA MANDANA.
PREFACE.

Prasadamandnam 1s a brief tieatise on Hindu
Architecture and scuipture, outlining the procedure
to be adopted in the construction of temp]es for gods
and goddesses. It 1s for the first time that an edition
of the work of this tvpe 1s being brought out by this

Department.

Following 1s a short description of the
manuscript which forms the main basis of the present

edition —

No : of manuscript : 2803 [ R.N, Library Catalogue ]

Name of the manuscript: Prasadamandanam,
Name of the author : Mandana Sutradhara
No: of leaves: 21

No : of lines per page : 9

No : of letters per line : 46

Scrpt : Devanagri

Shape : Talapatra

Condition : good and complete:

The manuscript is almost correct, notwith-

standing the unfamiliar construction of the technical



language used in the text, where tbe copyists are gene-
rally expected to commit blunders. There arealso a few
lacunea which could not be filled up in absence of other

manuscripts.

The manuscript begins with the following lines :—

Nnyarg 791 NEssaqs aq; |
anang aweAey Afaatafzzad
ArfgmEg gAawaiaaTrT § 1
TETHIAA A1 A et gfawen: |
AAlg ME-FEAZrE T fagmt ar agewat 1
TS sitasaweT sRigifEsawanr |

TIHITRIT] A GIILY ®AST: 13
It ends i-:
Afgaramarar Az —

sifeaesandrargragg |
ATHIFAITATNZ KA ARIT—

dtavgal guoaat yE asan: o

g stigsaveafaEa angans
TTRTEHISASERISETIT: LN
As alluded to above, the manuscript is a brief

compilation of the books on the ancient Indian architecture.
It consists of eight Adhyayas or Chapters. The first deals -
with fA9&@&gm je, the preliminariss in the architecture

of temples; the second tells us about the mouldings of
the base; the third describes measurements ctc; of the



Pitha the [Pedestal], Mandovara (Munder) Garba griha
( the sanctuary of the temple ) and Udumbara (the
thieshold); the fourth Adhyaya treats of the various
sizes of statues, their positions, flag-staffs and Kalasha
or the finials; the fifth, sixth and the seventh give details
of Phalana, Nandna, storeyed buildings, various cons-
tructions of the temples, Kesari etc., fifty four classes
of Meru (a class of building mostly storeyed), Man-
dapas (pavilions and open halls and Balanaka, a raised
platform along the wall of the council hall of a temple):
the eighth bricfly mentions the ways regarding the con-
servation of the temples and the religious mevit which
one attains as a result of the work of repairs done te
them; flaws in the architecture of the temples are alseo
enumerated. The chapter =nds with brief details regard-
ing the construction of Mathas - monasterics, the
institution of a stationery idol, worship to the Chief
architect, laying the foundation of a Jaina temple and

the installation of the Vastu_purusha [ home diety].

| am pleased to record my thanks to the
editing staff and other members of the Department,
who have 1n various ways helped me 1n bringing out

the present edition of the Prasadamandana.

JD. ZADOO






INTRODUCTION

. Prasadamandana litera,ly means the ornament of
the Tidle yomples or palaces, whereby the author seemste
presume that the book under edition is one of the best
treatises on the Indian architecture and sculpture. The
word Prasada, generally, means a palace. It also conveys
the meanings of a temple. an edifice, a platform, and a
Buddhist assembly or confsssional Hall, here seems to
be a signiflicant usage of the word Mandana in the title
of the hook, Mandana besides conveving the 1dea of an
ornament signifies the name of the author . Mandana
Sutradhara who is the compeser of the present book
Prasadamandana may, therefore, mean a treatise out_
ining the principles of architecture of  temples and

palaces set forth by Mandana,

As 1s evident from the brief cocntents of the
text, it seems to be an abstract ot Vastu-shastra, ene of
the works on Indian architecture by the same author, Dr
P. K. Acharya meations 300 manuscripts on [ndian
architecture lying scattered in the various iibraries in
and outside India, Very few of them have been pub-
lished on modern lines of Rescarch and  criticism, one
among them being Manasara edited by Dr P.X. Acharya
in O volumes, It 1s a monumental work of his 17 years
hard and patient labour, which has shed a considerable
haht on the Indian architacture and a branch of litera-
ture which was neglected and dubbed as the most

barbarous piece of sanskiit literature



Beginning of Hindu Architecture can easily
Otigin  be traced to a period earlier than that
of the Vedas. We find architectural terms mentioned
in the literature covering a wide range from the Vedas
down te the Kavyas and Nataks. Like all other shastras
Hindu Architecture and sculpture also claims divine
authorship. Vishva Karman i1s a divine architect and
sage Maya another mythical engineer who 1s reputed
for his wonderful construction of the council hall of
king Yudhishthira, described in detail in the Mahabha-
rata. Several works in sanskrit on Hindu architecture
and sculpture have been ascribed 1o these heavenly

architects.

A great mass of this type of literature seems
to have been written by various authors, some of which
must have been of a pretty high standard. All other
later works are simply compilations. The compilers of
such works have clearly acknowledged the sources they
have drawn upon. Some of the compilers of the archi-
tectural treatises made futile attempts to pass off their
books as original works, but a cursory study of the
language, style and construction of the works conicbo_
rated by other internal evidence, has clearly  revealed

the authors’ failure to save them from exposure.

Treatises on all branches of Vedic and post
vedic literature besides the Buddhists works seem to hav,
reserved some chapters for the elaborate detalis regard-
ing the erections of temples, palaces. town planning,
monasterles, pavilions, including numervous varietiss 1n
the architectural domain. 1u the Vedic texts wmention



is made of the stone walls, stone-houses, stone-f rts
and the walled cities, Five kinds of abodes for the
residence of the Bhikshus, have been ordained by the
Buddha, which are the Vihara [ monastery], Ardha-
voga [bungalow], Prasada [storied mansion]. Harmya
[palace] and Guba [cave temple]. Epics and Puranas
not only give elaborate descriptions of the structural
varieties of Hindu architecture but also the details
about a score of important ancient architects who
seem to have been authors of standard works on

Indian Architecture and sculpture.

The authorship of the Prasadamandana has been
The Author agcribed to Mandana or Mandana Sutradhara
He must have been, by profession, it is presumed, a
Sutradhara - a carpenter, a mason or both. Or, on
account of having compiled a few hand-books on
fHindu art and temple architecture, people gave him
a nick name of Cutradhara by way of playful intima-
cv. Other treatises on the construction of royal man-
sions — Rajavallabha-mandana, and on the general
principles of the Hindu Aichitecture - Vastu-Shastra,
are aiso from the pen of the same author. His com-
pilatiens are brief and succinct.

Prasadamandana or  other compilations on
Hindu Architecture and sculpture by Sutradhara
Mandana secem to b: modern compilations. The spe-
cific usage of some of the words, Bhitta, Phalana
Mandovara etc. which | have come across in the text
under editien testify also to that direction. Compilations

of thistype se:m to have been written not as much



with a view to contain instruction to the would-be
builders and carpenters as with the aim of advising
the kings and oth  men intending to build temples.
as to bow they should direct the artisans to proceed
with the censtructional work on lines and forms ordain
-ed by the Shastras. In a way, it or any other book
on the subj:ct Indian architecture of mcdern times,
1s not so much as a guide book for young artisans as
it is more or less a book of injunctions on the Vastu-
Kriya. i don't think this statement pertains to the older
works of high standard and orginality. They are the
fountain heads of the science of Engineering which
have afforded great resources to later authors who
unmindful ef the scientific treatment of the subj=ct,
seem to have written numerous compilations for the
use of religious-minded people, who out of faith or for
attainment of religious merit, erect temples for the pre-
pitiation of their beloved deities. Much stress ha« been
laid on the particular period of time, the auspicious con-
junction of stars, the pacificatory rites «nd all other
items conducive to the successful completion of  the
constructional work of the temples and «difices, by the
different group of authors of such compilations to en-
sure happy future of the constructors of the holy abodes

of gods.

Text  General topics dealt with in Prasadamandana
are not original but repetitions of the items already
treated exhaustivelv in older works It begins with the
usual solutations to Ganesha for warding off of the obs

tacles. Another homage s paid to Karanjeshvarj - —-



the Divine Mother of trees, which are the main
sources of timber for constructional work of the
temples and mansions. !n Manasara, a long detail is
given regarding the collection of logs of wood, with
unique formalities to be observed by the chiel archi-
tect - — Sthapati, who will be incharge of the cons-
tructions.  [he same procedure to be gone through at
the laying out of the foundations or on the opening
cevemony of an edifice, says Mandana, 1s to be
observed in the case of temples also. God Shiva is
aiso propitiated being presumably the presiding deity
of the science of Architecture. As a result of Shiva's
propitiation there arise, it is said, fourteen kinds of
the temples out of which eight are considered to be
the best.  Then comes the selection of site and the
examination of the soil.  The plots thus chosen for
constructional work should be demarcated and worship
offered to them with flowers, rice, and other material
for worship. The guardians of the quarters and
cub-quarters are also to be worshipped, Importance 1s
laild on the careful observation of the auspious-
ness of the time, the day, the month, the hour, the
minute or the fraction of a minute when such construc-
tions are to begin. Foundation should be dug down
says the author, till the appearance of stone or water
bed, when a tortise ( Kurma ) should be firmly fixed.
During the process of masonary work songs, music,
dancing should continue, Regarding the ment which
arises out of the construction of a temple of any
material, it is said that out of temple made even of
grass, spiings up merit that kills one crore sins; the one
made of earth bestows the merit ten times the former



the one made of bricks gives merit capable removig
of one hundred crore of sins; bliss adinfinitum accrues
from stone=built temples.

Details about the construction of Jagati —
the base of the temple are next discussed, Its impor-
tance 1s* magnified in the same way as that of the
construction of a Simhasana — the royal thrcne. It should
the erected in five different mouldings In accordance
with the shape, and size of the temple. In design it
may be high, middle or low according to the construc-
tion being three-fold, four-fold or five-fold. Auspicicus
signs should adorn it and enhance its artistic beauty,
Its cornors sh uld number twelve, twenty, twenty-eight
or thirty_six in consistence with the various designs of
the bases of columns. The pavilions with flights of
steps and arches may be constructed with skiled work-
manship wherever necessary. Chariot sheds, the monas-
tery and other minor temples dedicated to various gods
should be beautifully designed at their proper places
The construction of Jagati shculd be commensurate

with the height and magnitude of the temple-

Great emphasies islaid on the apportioning of the
quarters for the institution of the images of various gods
and godesses. The arrangement of idols housed 1n the
temple must be strictly according to tbe Shastras The
position of some of them should be such as to save
them from the direct gaze of one another, For exam-
ple, the position of the goddess (Devi) should not be
in front of a phallus.lingam. Position of Brahma,Vish-
nu, Shiva, Sun and Kumara should be directed towards



the east or the west. Better it would be :f the temple-
faces would be directed towards the cities. Positions
of Genesha, Kuvera, and Lakshmi are considere(
auspicious if they are arranged at the temple- door.
Ganesha, Bhairava, Chardi, Matrikas, Kuvera will
forestall prosperity if erected to face the south.
Haneman <hould face the North-east. Positions of the
various gods should in no case be changed as they
portend evil.

Next the constiuction of the foundation, the walls
and the position of theinner walls, the pedestals of the
columns, the Munder with different mouldings, the height
and measurement of the sanctuary and the threshold of
the Prasada are touched with brief descriptions. Dif-
ferent designs in the construction of doors with  the
various types of the temples such as Bhumija, Drav-
da etc., are enumereted. |he wings of the doors.
should be in the ratio of three, five, seven and nine
respectively accerding to  the different types of the

temples.

A few pages of the text encompassa brief
summary of the constructional ways regarding the
Shikhara, the lower part of the finial andits size and
measurements with other details, inter alia, pertaining
to the construction of the upper portion of thetemple,
Among all the auspicious items of constructions the
Kalasha, the eldest son of milk-ocean, and the fore.
most part of a temple, 1s said to be conducive to
enormous bliss and prosperity of the master, with its



unfurled flag-staff which should be circular and made
of strong and durable wood. In ne case should there
be an omission 1n the erection of a Dhvaja on a temple
a well, a pond, a chariot, a rampart or  royal mansion
Demons, 1t is said, come to re:ide in temple without
flag.staff with the unfurling of which the gods, the
manes and other higher divinebeings become gratified.
There are also enumerated the various kinds oftemples
with their pavilions running along side of the council

hall-walls in the temples.

The book ends with the salutory advice or
rather a cautionto those who build the temple, or cause
them to be built, to the effect that they should not over-
look the injunctions of the Shastras enjoining the vari-
ous auspicious ways and designs or particulars to b
observed in the process of the constructions of the
temples, All the minute details should be strictly ad
hered to. Not only the erection of the temples (mav
be of wood, earth, bricks or stone): digging wells
ponds and monasteries etc. does bring everlasting  re-
ligious merit to the person whose life-mission 1s the
devotion to mankind at large, but also their conser-
vation and repairs executed with a view to r1emove
certain flaws 1n the component parts of the idols

enshrined in them.

Srinagar, } J.D. ZADOO.
22.7-47,
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