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PREFACE.

R.anadlplka is a rare work in the form of Karikas in.
tended, as its title signifies, to kindle the zeal of kings for
battlo by removing ignorance of the art of warfure from
their minds. From the concluding stanza of the work,

EIECTEUE IS LEANEIEESEEE
S RrgadgiEgreiaag |
TGt ARBTIA T IR
RHIGAYTT FACF: g, T 1"
it is evident that the author Kumdra was a Ganaka and a
protége of Devasarman, and that the latter wasa brother
of the Brahmin Govinda who was highly honoured by all
Kerala kings. If Govinda was also a king, then, he should
have bblonoed cither to the C'hampakasseri Royal family or
the [a’apallz Royal family, for the members of these two
families were saicd ro be Brahmins i the Kerala country.
The stanz may also be taken 0 mean that Govinda was
Brahmin Acarys highly respected by the kings of Kerala.
The work is cited as an authority in the Prafuamarga

thus :—

‘e gashiag i

FAFIGE AT T T it 0"
which 18 known to have been written in 825 of the Malabar
Era corresponding to 1650 A.D. It is therefore certain
that the author flourished earlier than 1650 A, D.  From the
word ur in the above quotation it seems that Ranadipika
was a well known work at the time of the author of the
Pragnamarga; and as it is natural to suppose that the work
should at least have taken a century before it could become so
popular, I think we may not be far from right if we assigh
the date of the author « century earlier than 1650 A. D. It
however, we take the word Rajaraja mentioned in the
verse UWEHEUAIAAFA to mean the sameas the king of
Mahodayapura described in the Sukasandesa

‘iR RO BT
TR TR |
LIRS RIS e DB E S L
et Tvaaed May ke 17 (Slo. 48).

then the dute of Kumiraganaka falls at the latest to the
middle of the 11th contury Al D, as the last Lmn of Mahos



K1

duyapura who sustained defeat at the hands of Rajendra-
chola is kuown to liave ‘reigned between 1052-64 A. D.
The work has epitomised in eight chapters the following
eight topies respectively, viz., (1) wafads, (2) s,
3) waatads, (4) weEds, (5) qeewnRies, (6) wwac
3%, (7) gratss and (8) q@e@Eas, which are found elab-
orately dealt wich in the Arthagastra, Jyobistantra, Svara-
gama, PuksiSastra and other sciences. The author was well
versed in various branches of §astras and is also known to
have heen a successtul astrologer gifted with wonderful power

of prediction. It is interesting to note that the author fore-
casts in the verse,

“amiy et agegEATTT | _
TR, Rt get W iR (Cha, 3, Slo. 30).
the supetsession, in course of time, of what is known as the
marumakiathayom system of inkeritance by inheritance from
futher 1o children umong the marumakkathayees of Malabar;
and that cenuwies afterwards, it has been the Royal pleasure
of Her inust gracious Highness the Maharani Regent to give
the sanctity of low to the lutter system in our own days so
Far us rhe maenmakkathayees in "I ravancore are concerned.
The foliowly solscisms are found in the work:-—
L. glussi fuesii sowait T |
i A Tt awhEgrAsi@ 1 (Cha. 2, Slo, 29),
2. SRII OO TENT P ) ;
aad aed wef ¥ gead ¥ agwag” (Cha. 2, Slo, 32).
B, EERTY O AT F@ageRdy |
Egth w mmw frad waly gagu (Clha. 5, Slo- 25).
The work quotes us awlivities such ancient teachers as
Lo Brlispati, 2 Gareva, 8. Kupila, 4. Vedavydsa, 5. Atri,
6. Jundrdain, 7. Madhava, 8. Vorahumihiraand 9. Yavana,
Thie wlition of the work is Lused on four manuseripts
marked %, @& @ wd 7, which excepting the second are
complerc copies Iwlougivg o the Valace Lilrary, Tri-
vandening while e secoud, wis incomplete Copy coutuining
e fivse, the thivd, and the fifth adhyayes and portion of
the Lt adhivasa was obtained frow” Mr. Govinda Pill of
Mutwhiva A Veedu,

Urevandrian, | K. SAMBASIVA SARTRIL
5=11-1103. 1 -
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