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PREFRACE.

The importance of Epigraphy for building up the early
history of Indin is unguestionable and can hardly be gainsaid.
A pgood deal of the sceurate information which we now
péssess in regard 1o ancient Indin is nndonbtedly derived
from the study of inscriptions but for which'even the names
of emperors like Samudragupta the great ¢ who conquered
nearly all India and whose alliance extended from the Oxgs to
Ceylon ”* would have been cast into oblivion. The connected
accounts of several periods in early Indian History which
1t has now become possible to write is the ontcome of patieat
and minute stndy of inscriptions chiefly. So the value of
these docnments for the history of Ancient India is admitted
by all but Idoubt if it has been fully recognised generally
althongh scholars like the late Professor Bahler emphasized
it long ago. The discovery of suthentic inscriptions of ascer-
tainahle age and oririn like that of Harishena or Vatsabhatti,
and the Girngr prasasti shows how hollow the old theory of
Renaissance of Sanskrit literature was; for it proves béyond
doubt that the Kgvya literature must have been in fall
swing not only in the Gupta epoch but even before the
commencement of the Christian era.® The composition of
‘such inscriptions presupposes the existence of some Alzi-

fara-3astra. For instance the pratasti of Harighena i. e.,
_the Allahabad pillar inscription of Samudragupta is a birst
Cclass little Kavys which is artistically finished in every
.respect and places its anthor, namely, Harishena in line
‘with Kalidasa aud Dandin, Some of the poetic figures in
. this composition remind ns of Subandha and Bznaand in the
choice of words it is, perhaps, unmsarpassed ; for where
Ho we find more concise nnd more graphic a picture, than
what it gives of the gitnation in which Samudragupta is
ordained by his father to be his snccessor 7 We are gquoite

* See also Prof. Hermann Jacobi on Cultaral, Linguistic and Literary
Hiatorical gleaninga from the Kautiliva; Tnd. Ant, Vol LIII, pp. 128 to
146. In this centribution the Professor concludes that the 4th Century
B.C. should belong to the Classical periud,mutnﬁng‘tu full development.
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justified to remark like Bubler that the verso which deseri-
bes this situation is one of the best productions which our
Kuvis have given us ¢ in tho domain of miriature portraits. ’

The GirnZr inseription of the reign of MahZkshatrapa
Rudradfman, which was probably written between 160 and
1%0 A+ C., isa mnch older work nnd also written in the
K&yys style. It possesses all the chief characteristics of the
Vatdarbhi riti which Dandin hag laid down in his Kdoypi-
dariz and are mentioned in Bharatn’s Nd{yasdstra. There

is no use of maltiplying examples. The fact is that the
inscriptions which have been published so far supply
material not only for building the history of Ancient India
but for the history of Indian Kivya or the artificial postry
of the court, nay. for all the departments of Indian Research,
This being the case1t behoves every Indologist to facilitato
the stady of inscriptions and popularise Epigraphy. Mr.
Diskalkar, thereiore, has done a highly wseful work in
bringing ont this edition and placing the fexts of some
of the very important inszcriptions before the public.

They are 0o doubt all publiched and fully discussed already
but the books which contain theit acconnts are rather
costly and not easily necessible to gemeral publie, This
compilation of Mr. Diskalkar will obviate sach drawbacka
and place the texts of very valuable dockments within an
easy reach of every student who would-care to study them.
His choice hagbeen a very happy one for he¢ has sslected
gach of the inscriptions as are useful not only for
the history of some of the old dypastiea but for the' study
of the evolution of the Kavya literaturs as wall. In the
present volume he gives the texts only adding references
to the publications where they have already appeared, Their
eritical acconnt he has ressrved for the next volume hois

preparing. I am sure his work will be of immense uso &0
those for whom it is intended.

Fernhill, Nilgiris H, Kriahna Sastr
Dated 27th A’Pﬁ] 1925’ ,} Covernmeent Epigrnp}:ist ?t;l' Tadja,
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The proverbial lack of the historical sense in theancient
Hicdu hasz no doubt considerably detracted from the value
of such a splendid heritage as India possesses in the Sans-
krit language and literatnre.The deficiency of material which
can be arranged in & strictly chronological sequence is to
goma extent made up by coutemporary records on stone
and copper which have been discovered during the last few
decades, not only in all parts of the Indian Empire but in the
adjoining countries towards north, east and south sach as
Nepal, Central Asia, Jivz, Cambodia and Ceylon, wharever
the inflnence of the civilization of India has penetrated. The -
earliest records found in India are mostly in Pzli and Prakrif
barring of courss the recent discoveries in the Panjab and:
Sind of a pictographie script the key to the decipherment of
which is not yet in sight. In the early centuriesof the Ghri-
stian era Sanskrit gsems to have established its position as
the langaage of official records and from this period onwards
.most of the inscriptions on stone :and copperplate are in
Sanskrit. The object that prompted the engraving of these
ingcriptions was'generally the recording of some pious dona-
tion of a village or the building of a temple or even that of
describing the explolis of a king. Inall these cases it is
thérefore fntile to expect any flashes of literary merit
it the compositions recorded in inscriptions. But
sometimes when a conrt post sets himself to the task of
extolling the virtues and exploits of his patron king and his
ancettors the reenlt is sometimes recorded in excellent speci-
mens of Sanskrit Kdvya or artificial pootry. These Prafasiis
very often contain not only the same ideas but also
words aud phrases similar to those found in the standard
classiesl poetry of the masters of Sanskrit literatnre.* This

¥ Bee Dr. Bubler's essay on'The Indian Inecriptions and the

Antiguity of Iudian Artificial Poetry® published jn the Indran 4ntis
quary of 1913, *

4
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has eveniwally been ithe mesns of proving thnt ﬂl.a'!iai-*
¢al literatare was cultivated in. India at a comparatively
later date rlthough the earliest compositionsin the Saaskrit

lsoguage must go back several millenia before the Christ.
ian era. )

4

The present edition of the text of Sanskrit inscriptions
hasg been undertaken with a twofold object in view. In the -

firgt place it ia pru}mg_ad to give a selection of BSamskrit
inseriptions from the second century to the eighth centary
A, D, intheir chronological order. The selection of texts
has been made more with a view to illnstrate passages
possessing literary merit than owing to their historical or
religions importance. Only the text of each inscription is
given here asthe notesard translations are resstved fora
goparate volume. The characters used are Deovanfigari which
are easily nnderstood by the students of Indisn Univerpities
for whom the book is mainly intended. Corrections have been
made in the forwa of the words as found iu the inseriptions
80 a8 to remove the orthographical peculiarities in the origi-
nels and bring the composition in s line wilh the langnage
of standard Sanskxit litérature. Another porpose expected
to be served by the editionis to popularise Indian Epigraphy.
" The stndent of Sangkrit literature in the Indian Universities
is st present completely iguorant of the ancient records of
this country the study of which islimited to a small cirele
of Epigraphiste. If this edition serves to demonstrate to the
stndent of literature that some of the inseriptions at least
poBseza real poetical merit and are besides of s Hpeciﬁl
valne asa means to defermins the historieal sequence of
Clasgical Literature, the Epigraphists’ interest will be shared
by the atndent of Litaratnra. The wider ¢edy of Tndiam
inscriptions by an ever increasing band of scholars is sare to
give much needed stimalus to research in the domain of
the literary and social history of India during the period
represented by the inscriptions. The gain to the higtory of

Sangkrit literpture by a more thorough study of inscriptions
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cannot ba exaggerated. Even the most wellknown of Classi-
cal posts viz. Kalidgsa hasleft, norecord as tothe time when
and the place where he lived. We owe it to an *inseription
that we now know the posterior limit to which he can be
assigned, viz. 631 A. 1), The inscriptions of the Gurjara-Pra-
tih&ra kings, Mahendrapala aud Mshipala, who, we know,,’
raled doring the last decade of £he ninth century and in the
beginning of the tenth century of the Christian era enable us
to fix the time of the dramatistand post Rajas’ekhar, whose
popils ani patrons they wers. In this way inseriptions
have bhzea of great uze to us in determining the approsimate
period of many of onr Classical anthors.

-1 must express my. obligations to the several scholars
on whose devated labours the subject matter of this edition
is based. I expressmysiocere thanks to Sicr John Marshall,
the Director General of Archwology in Iadia, for his cour-
tesy in .allowing me to copy the inscriptions from Govera-
ment publications issned by the Archwological Depirtment,
and t3 the proprietors of other Journals from which the
romaining inscriptions are copied. My special thanks are due
to Rao Bahadnr H.Krishna s'astri, Government Epigraphist
for India who kindly consented at my request to write
& preface to this small edition, I am also indebted to my

"friend, Mr. K. N. Dikshit M. A.; Superintendent Archeeolo.

gical Survey . C. Poona for making many valuable sug-
gestions in this work.

L

Rajkot }

20th March 1925, D. B. Dissavmsn,

* No 12 in the edition,
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Part I - Text,
Ay
No. 1,

Girnar Rock Inscription of Rudradaman
-of S'aka yr. 72 (1504.D. ) .
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No. 2.

Meharauli Posthumous.Iron Pillar Insoription
of Chandra.

Not dated { of sbout 3407 A, 1. )
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No. 3.

Allehabad Stone Pillar Inseription of Samudragupta
Not dated { of abont 350 A, D,) ‘
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No, 4.
@irnar Rock Inscription of Skandagupta
of Gupta Samvat 138 (457 A, D.)
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No, 3.
Mandasore Stone Inscription of Kumafagupta
and Bandhuvarman. |
of Malaya Saf 520 ( 473 A. D.)
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