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( By Pandit Mahamahopadhyaya Vasudeo-
shastri Abhyankar, Poona. )
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PREFACE

The present book is an offshoot of my labours on
Bana's Kadambari, which first took the form of an
‘abridged and re-arranged story in Marathi—®udl #1€gd-
w91 published in 1929. The book was well received,
and some friends, particularly my teacher, the late Mr.
M. P. Oka, the well-known Sanskritist of Poona,

strongly impressed upon me the advisability of publish-
' ing a similar book in Sanskrit, which would meet a
need, keenly felt by teachers and students of that
language in secondary Schools. I have, therefore,
followed the plan of my Marathi book in writing the
following pages. I have tried to abridge the great
work of Bana without impairing the beauty of the
original, The special features of the book are
the following:—

( 1) The story is told in its natural order, the three
births of the different characters having been taken
in their proper sequence, Thus the heroine Kadambari
is introduced at the outset and S'tdraka comes last,

(2) The book is divided into 36 chapters with
suitable headings.

( 3) I have exercised the right of omission rather
than that of addition, that is to say, have added
nothing of my own and have preserved the very
wording of the original, '
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( 4) wWith the object of making the meaning easily
intelligible even to the beginner, and facilitating
the loud reading of the book, I have mostly refrained
from joining words together according to the rules of
Samdhi, especially where there is a natural pause.

( 5) The bulk isreduced to about $th of the original.

( 6 ) The gwifids are printed in bold type and they
are collected at the end.

( 7 ) The book is illustrated with sketches in black
and white,

( 8) Such matter as appeared to be unsuitable for
young readers has been omitted.

In short, it will be seen that this book differs from
Apte’s Kadambarisara, which, though admirable as an
abridgment, does not aim at achieving the other objects
which I have had in view. Even in Colleges the
Kadambari is not studied as a whole but only in
parts. It is also my experience that Kadambarisara
too is not gone through beyond a few Dpages in
schools. This deprives the students of the story-interest
of the famous romance. I am sure, the present attempt
will create and sustain the interest of the reader in the
narrative as a whole, It is a complete reading-book
and can be used in higher classes of High Schools and
even by F. Y. students in Colleges,

A word about the notes, I have steadily kept in
view the needs of "an average Matriculation student.
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I found out where the difficulties of students lay by
supplying my students in the Matriculation class with
printed forms of the book and asking them to mark
their difficulties. These I have tried to solve in my
notes, mostly in Sanskrit,

By the bye, I think it necessary here to sound a note
of warning to the students. An 3{g&gR has been printed
in some places instead of the appropriate nasal
consonant. Students will do well not to imitate it. I
wish to leave no ground for complaint on this score in
my next edition of the book,

Much need not, I hope, be said with regard to the
necessity and utility of a book like this, It conforms to
the present Matriculation regulations and may serve
as an introduction to the advanced study of Sanskrit
literature, like the many series of ¢ Re-told Classics *
in English. I trust it will be found useful not only
by School and College students but by the Sanskrit
reading public as well.

Lastly, I have to express my sincere thanks
to Messrs. R. D. Desai, B. A, author of Samskrta-
praves’a, K. L. Ogale, B.A., Bombay, B. B, Kamat, B.A.,
B. Sc., Head Master, N. H, School, Sholapur, Prof. G. P.
Patawardhan, M. A., retired Head-master, H. D. High
School, Sholapur and Dr. V. G. Paranjpe, Professor
of Sanskrit, Fergusson College, Poona, for the help
that I received from them from time to time. I
am also indebted to Mr. G. K. Modak, Sanskrit teacher,
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E. School, Poona, who, with his usual vigilance,.
was kind enough to go through the proof-sheets and
make very important suggestions,

It is difficult, however, to express fully my grateful
feelings for my Guru, Mahamahopadhyaya Vasudeo-
shastri Abhyankar, He cheerfully responded to my
request to favour me with a foreword to this book,
which is both a blessing and an encouragement to me
for further efforts in this direction.

My thanks are due to the management of the.
Aryasamskrti Press for printing the book to my
satisfaction,

Sholapur,
15th may 1935 N. §. Navare
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Few Sanskrit writers of eminence have left us
" any reliable record of their lives, but &7 is a re-
markable exception to this rule. In his well-
known work §¥3Ra and the introductory verses of
zigFa{l he has given an interesting account of his
own life and his family-history. The following
sketch of s life is mainly based upon what he
has said about himself in those works.

T lived in the seventh century. He spent his
boyhood in f@%Z, an obscure village to the west of
the river % in the United Provinces. When
very young he lost his parents. But not being
disheartened by this calamity he studied hard
and mastered various branches of learning. He
then travelled over wWR@d¥, visited many royal
courts, attended several universities ( 3%%®&s ), con-
versed with learned men, took part in debates and.
returned home with a rich store of wisdom and
experience.

a’s reputation now began to spread far and wide.
s34, the great emperor and patron of learning,.
hearing about @, invited him to his Court and
- received him with great honour. Before long, %o
won his favour and became his court poet.

s§¥ has been doubly immortalised, by his own
achievements and by the biography ( g§9id ) which
i has left us. In this work we get a lively
picture of the king’s court and his exploits and
also many interesting glimpses of the customs and
manners of those far-off times.

[
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Two other works which are attributed to /o are-
a dramatic piece-wiaaianwg and “vélmas-a collection
of a hundred verses in praise of 9} or 3. But
MM ig not known for great poetic gifts and his
fame chiefly rests on his prose works.

The #&Fd* is the fruit of @mr’s mature genius.
It is the best prose work in Classical Satskrta.
Its plot is based upon the story of #®i&® in the
collections known as ggiar of gmea. But the dull
and unattractive material of the original has been
transformed by the genius of @i into a work of
fascinating beauty.

Fim had scarcely finished half his work when
he died prematurely. One wonders if the curse
upon a principal character in the #&3d that he
should not have his wish fulfiilled until he passed
through another birth, had fallen upon the author -
himself ! But luckily for us, a9’s son, 9999, who
was every way worthy of his great father, took up
the story, where @ had left it unfinished and
carried it cleverly to its natural close. On the
very first anniversary of his father's death, he
gave this great romance to the world in its com-
plete form. Thus is the truth of the old saying-
AR F gAT-* realised in this work, which was
begun by father and finished by son. It would not
be an exaggeration to say that such an occurrence
is-unique in the history of Sarnskrt literature.

. ~ N o~
* R HteFA{ gear A qrawriHar o —-HaHigal
* One reproduces oneself in one’s son,. (Literally— Thou art my self,
. ze-named as son.)
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Opinions

‘ Prof. P. V. Kane, M, A., LL. M., Bombay, writes:—
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Prof. G. P. Patawardhan, m. A, ( formerly Professor
of Sanskrit S. P. College, and rebired Head Master, H. D.
High School, Sholapur. } ;—

I am glad to congratulate Mr. N. 8. Navare on the
successful attempt he has made in bringing out his book
the Sanskrit Kidambari Katba, to present the master-piece of
Bina to the young reader in a form which makes the reading
of Sanskrit a plessure and an attraction. A real under-

.y standing and appreciation of Bana’s great work needs such
a degree of scholarship and patience that the averige student
of Banskrit usually shuns the task of studying that author
a8 beyond his capacity. But Mr. Navare has so re-arranged
the narrative and so simplified the diction of the author
that the name of Bana peed have no terrors even to a
novice in Sanskrit literature. Moreover the rearrangement
of the narrative according to the chronological order is suoh
a happy idea that for this reason alonse, if not for any other,
the book should make a distinct appeal even to more

advanced students cf Sanskrit.

‘é I hope that the book will meet with a warm reception,

1. which it so richly deserves, from teachers and students

X alike. I may also suggest that Mr. Navare should hereafter

@ publish similar adaptations of Sanskrit classics which will

‘"f'. go o long way, I am sure, in popularising the study of thak
J« language.
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Mr. G. K. Modak, Sanskrit teacher, New Englich
"8chool, Poona. :—

I have gone through the whole of your book °the H¥Fd- - )
FGFA(EAT . I am glad to say that the book is an intelligent
and successful attempt in helping students to understand
with ease the most complicated tale named HIFFET in
Sanskrit. Among its many merits, I may mention the
following few. ( 1) The captions of the several chapters of
the book used by you are most appropriate and catehing. ( 2 )
The arrangement of the events of the story in the chronological
order, though it is less artistic and less fascinating than the
original one used by I, will materially help the student in
unravelling the bewildering complication of the plot. (3)
The small size to which you have reduced the bulk of the ..

story is sure to encourage the studen$ in the reading of the
story, which in the original rather repels him from an
attempt to read, by its vastness and long chains of
compounds. ( 4 ) The notes added by you are mostly to the
point and free from the fault of verbosity. They of course
from their conciseness will not tend to make the student
idle and place him above the need of using a dictionary or
sexorcising his brains. In conclusion, I can safely say that
a study of this Book will prove both interesting and useful
40 the student of Sanskrit and will amply reward his labour
by the enjoyment which the story in the simplified form in
this book is sure to afford.
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