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Ghanasyamapandita, also known as Aryaka was a famous writer of th
first half of the eighteenth century and flourished under the patronage of th
Mahratta King Tukkoji 1 (1729-1785) at Tanjore, Most of his works ar:
preserved in the Tanjore Palace Library. Besides being a talented writer o
repute he was fortunate in possessing two wives Kamala and Sundari who wer:
also equally gifted writers in Sanskrit.

The Damaruka of (rhanasyama is a rare dramatic work, dealing with
contemporary social manners complete in ten Alankaras. Qur edition is based
on the only manuscript of the work available in the Madras Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library—D, No. 12819 which is a paper manuscript in

Devanagari script.

A detailed Introduction, Table of Contents and critical remarks on the
author and the literary circle in which he lived, will be furnished on the
completion of the Volume. "

PresipENCY COLLEGE, P. P. Subrahmanya Sastri,

Curator, Government Qrientel Manuscripts Library,

Madras,

MADRAS.
Dated ;: 30—3—19959,




INTRODUCTION,

Royal patronage In a generous and disceming measure has always heen one
of the important causes for the promotion and expansion of Sauskrit language and
Literature in India, The Seventeenth and FEighteenth centuries of our era were
narked in South India by the composition of numerous works in Sanskrit, representa-
ive of all branches of learning, thanks to uninterrupted patrqnage learning and wit
njoyed at the munificent hands of the Mahratha rules of the Tanjore Kingdom.

Among the galaxy of poets who adorned the court of King Tulaja (alias
“ukkoji, 1729-1735) Ghanasyama Pandita was easily one of the brightest stars in
ie Literary firmament. Besides being a minister to King Tulaja, administering to his
litical and economic wants, he was also successfully ministering to his aesthetic and
siritual wants by composing numerous works of art in all the well-known as well as

scondite modes of Sanskrit composition.

Of Ghanasyama, we have fortunately abundant details regarding his parent-
re, his own life and lineage, preserved in his own works as well as_in the works of

mtemporary writers.

Born of Mahadeva and Kasi, Ghanasyama had an elder brother who retired
the fourth Asrama under the title of Cidambarayogin. His two wives Kamala
d Sundari not only helped him in his literary adventures but immortalised lhcgn
ves by commenting on his works. His son Govardhana, followed in some
asure the literary path of his erudite father. TGovardhana though blind from
 youth composed a commentary on Ghatakarpara'’s works.*

Ghanasyama 1s the reputed author of more than one hundred werks, 64 in
skrit, 20 in Praket and 25 in Vernaculars. His works include Dramas, Kavyas,

® For further details, see Mr, V. A. Ramaswami Sagri's intrutive monograph op ‘Pandit
ARssyamA ‘—Part |}] Vol. I]1 of the Journd of Orienta) Reseprch, Madras.




esmmentaries on dramas and kavyas, works on lexicography, Rhetoric—in fa@, all
branches of Indian languages and literature.

Professor Macdonell remarks that * The Sanskrit dramatists......do not
show much fertility of invention ” (History of Sanskrit Literature Page 349). It 1s
not that the Sanskrit Dramatists are net possessed of the inventive faculty. The
reason is rather the limited and redtricted knowledge that we possess of compositions
in Sanskrit. Owing to various reasons our knowledge of works in Sanskrt even
today is neither full nor deep. Even if we take one type of Sanskrit Literature, the
Drama, the Rbhetoricians speak of as many as ten varieties of dramatic compositions,
though we know of only two or three representative specimens in some of the
rarer varieties. [he Manuscript collections in the various Libraries in India and
abroad have to be systematically explored before sweeping remarks could be passed.

*“ Prahasana = or Farce is a type of dramatic composition which calls for the
inventive intellect of the author in quite a good measure indeed. To be able to
compose a successful farce, the author must not only be a master who can wield
his literary pen 1N whatever crooked or clever manner the situation warrants but
should also have drunk deep from the well of human experience, in all its varied
and varying shades. No apology is therefore needed for the publication of the
Damaruka which is a farce of the first magnitude. Ghanasyama, the author, was

well-known In his own day by the honorific epithets of Vasyavacah, Sarvajna and
Sarasvati, signifying his unparallelled command over the Sanskrit language.

On account of the uniqueness and excellence of the Damaruka as a faree, the
publication of the work was begun, even though it was represented by only ene
manuscript which was fairly full of lacunae alsoo. When the work had been printed,
we were fortunate I tracing a commentary on the work by Candrasekhara son
of Sabdasesha in the Tanjore Palace Library.

The Commentary, though very short, is useful in explaining some obscure
passages and in giving better readings where the original manuscript of the Text was
not satisfactory. The Commentary as well as a list of additions and corrections
based on the commentary are also printed as an appendix to this edition. The
edition of Damaruka 1s based on the single Manuscript D. No. 12519 ( a paper
transcript in Devanagari script) available in the Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library, Madras. The Damaruka Vyakhya is based on the Tanjore Palace

Library manuscript No. 3793 noticed in Volume VI of the Descriptive Catalogue
of the Sanskrit Manuscripts in the Tanjore Palace Library.
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| The Sri Vani Vilas Press, Srirangam deserve our thanks for coming for-
;'ard to publish this rare work under the conditions laid down In G. O. No. 148

ated 2nd February 1925, whereby the Curator is empowered to publish rare works
vith the co-operation of private printing presses.

Thanks are also due to my efteemed colleague Pandit V. Krishnamachariar,

wr:skrit Pandit of the Presidency College, Madras, for his valuable help in

eparing the press-copy.

Presidency College, P. P. Subrahmanya Sastri.
| Triplicane, Curater, Government Oriental
Madras, 15th July 1940. Manuscripts Library, Madras.
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CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS.

The Text of the Damarukam was recondructed from the only Manuseript
available in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras. When the
text had been printed, a commentary on the text, called Damarukavyakhyanam
by Candrasekhara became available {rom the Tanjore Palace Library. The Com-

mentator, a son of the author, has been very useful in preserving corre® readings
where the Original Text had many lacunae. The {ollowing additions and corrections

based on the commeatary will be found to be very useful and in@tructive. The
commentary is also printed in Extenso after the Text.
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