Barcode : 99999990173120
Title -

Author -

Language - sanskrit

Pages - 96

Publication Year - 1923
Barcode EAN.UCC-13

9999997017312

9



&, WP

AN R YRS,
)

FGHATEN

frEarTREEr

AI—UHFCOHEAAT

qH-F-YRATITGOT T
SEIEG(

T Al Y R B e e Yo

R

iR EEE R B LY B IR

\}k.‘f \ J— B
8 {3
‘\w

te_\./



BOMBAY :—Printed by Mr, Y. K, Padwal, at the Tatva-Vivechahe
Press, Parel Road, Byculla and Puhblished by Mr. M, Ramakrishng
Kavi, M. A. 366, Mint Street, Madras,

Copyright reserved by the publisher,



INTRODUCTION.

LT A N Y A Y AT AV AL VLV AV

The discovery of eome of the dramasof Bhisa in Malabar ivspired
hopes of research gcholars to search for the other lost dramas mentioned

in the works of DadarOpaka &c, The research in Maisbar for manu-
scripts resulted in the recovery of a host of works till now unknown in

every branch of the Sanskrit lesrning. Particularly Bhojadeva's
S'ringdravrakisa, the largest work on poetics ever written in any
language, wherein more than ten thousand quotstions from the
earlior authors are given, excites the admiration and curjosity of the
critic. Abhinavabharati, a learned commentary on Bharata’s Nitya.-

sastra, Bhavaprakds'a, ROpadipikd, Kavyolldsa etc. have given us the
names and someiimeg quotaticns from a number of dramas hitherto
unheard of. From various references we znow already that Tépaea-
vateardja and Udattardghava of Anangaharsha Mayuraja are in no way
inferior to Bhavabhuti’'s dramas. Pratibbi-cinakya, Mnknatiditaka,
Mudrisuveds, Devicandragupta, Vikrintas'Cdraka, Deviparinays,
Gangatarangikd, Tarangadatta, Padmiivstiparinaya &c., were the
productions of great poets which are now extinct. The fond hopes of
soms research stholars in the south to unearth rare dramas are realised

to somne extent knd in a few casdes they are rewarded with certain works

-

from which mede verses are quoted in works of Alankara without their
names, We have been able to issue a volume of four plays of the

Bhdina type, written by ancient autbors, viz., Vararuchi, I§varadstta,
Syimilaka and S'adraka. The scholars who have now read these works
hava said that the colleotion forms ¢ the solid contribution to liter-
ature.)’ Among many more dramas which we are fortunste to
discover or identify, Vatsardjacarita of 8'0draks, a fine drama, Vijjika's
KKonmudimahotsava, and Kuodamald of Diigniga arrest the attention

of the research student.
2. Kundamild was found in two public librnriéa in fragmentary

condition and two more fragments were obtained from private collece
ions, When all the fragments were read together they formed & com-
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plete drama. DBut they were full of seribal errors anfl the Prakrit
passages bad no Sanskrit rendering along with them. Kuudsmild
presented a living pieture and delicate characterisation and certairly
revealed the hand of a great poet. Subsequently it was proposed to
1ssue this work as the second in our series.

¢ The manuscript materials used in the preparation of this edition :—

Two Mss., one in Telugu characters, another in Grantha script
in the Tanjore Palace Library, in which the Telegn Ms. was copied
about 150 years ago frcm the Grantha franseript. Unfortunately
the Telugu copy is not only injured but is full of errors committed by the
scribe in deciphering his Grantha original, which is also faulty and
injured ;

Two Mss, from the Government Oriental Library; Myscre, in
which one is a Kanarese transcript and another in Grautha script, the

latter seems to be the original for the former or both of them wight
have been copies of a common original now extinct,

Both the transcripts of the Tanjore Library want the beginning
and they are defective by a namber of lacuna in the fifth and sixth
acts, while both the Mysore transcripts lost the latter half of the
first act, the whole of the second and the beginning of the third
act and 1t seems that in the eixth act the very first original from
which the two transcripts were prepared was broken in the middle
of the leaf missing one half of it, ‘Two other fragwents had ouly a
few verses each.

The present edition is based upon these transeripts, The whole
of the second act which is found only in the Tanjore Mss, and
which unhappily abounds in Prakrit speeches where the best scribe
blunders, is, in spite of all our efforts, still unsatisfactory. None of
the transcripts contain the Sanskrit rendering of the Prakrit paseages
and we are solely responsible for any bad workmanship whioh the
reader may find anywhere, It 1s hoped that time may grant us one
good manuseript to immmortalise the anthor's words in purity.

8. The prologne in the Myrore transeripts gives out that the
work was composed by Dingpdga, an inhabitant of Arlrélapura

L]
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The copies of the Tanjore Palace Library have lacuna here ; but at the
end of the drama the soribe says that it was by Dhiraniga of Ang.
purddha ( sty FAPRAREg ).! Now the question arises about the
authorship. Difigniga was the celebrated Buddhist logician and in
Sfiktimukt4dvali an epithet Bhadanta is aitached to the name Dhiraniga.
Thus both the writers are the Buddhists. Does a Buddhist condescend
to write on the theme of Rama's exploite? Of course Kuméradasa,
the author of Janakiharana will answer the question in the affirma-
tive, Now how to decide the authorship between them ? In the
manugoript copy of Vallabbadeva's Subbishitivali, which in the
beginning containg a number of verses of varions poets which are
misging in the printed edition, the second verse of this drama is given
tnder Difigniga. The work itself is mentioned by S'dradétanaya
in his Bhivaprakada in the following terme ;s A"

FRATeT giteet affarawégar. (VI Adhi)

The latter portion of the prastévand (prologue) is found quoted in
Skbityadarpana by Visvanfiths. The veree,

A QU7 RUIGH{ry HUSUE:

WIITIRANEL sqTA T
frflawet gRewomar

avd war Rfremizgada |

ia fotind quoted in two places (1X, X1II Pra.) in 8'ringfra Prakis/
by Bhojadeva, and the same verse is given in Mahéndtaks which
is older than S'Aradatanaya (1150 A, D.). Baburpamis'ra and the
anonymons author of Kivyakamadhenn mention this drama by name.
We are disposed to think from thepeculiarities in the Prakrit epeeches
that the work reveals the literary development of Prakrit of the

fourth and fifth centuries A, D. And we have no reasons to doubt
the suthentioity of the transcripts that we have examh‘ud and
the quotation in the Subbishitévall in aseribing the work to Difignéga.,

DitignAgs was & prolific writer on the Buddhist philosophy and
Nydyapraver's is now available to soholars. His views were oriticised
by Vindhyavdsin, whom we can identify with Vyiadi who is different
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from his namesake, s contemporary of Vararuchi. Vindhyavdein
was in his tarn attacked by Dharmakirti who is generally known as
Bhikshu in the writings of the later Mimansakas, Kumérila oriti.
oises the views of Bhikshu. Prof, Ui in his valuable introduction to
the edition of Das’apadérthi opines that Difigréga mnet bave flcuriehed
about the first quarter of tho fifth century A. D. This date for

Difigniga agrees with a number of synchronous references, In
Meghasandes’s, its commentator, Mallindths, commenting on the
Yerso—

“ I TREHMIS A ©
Reanmat ofy qfteq e,

interprets the lines to bear a latent ridicule to the poet, Diiigniga, as
intended by Kalidasa, Some modern scholars are disposed to think
that Mallindtha was somewhat far-fetched and that there is no warranty
for any such meaning. Now we find that Dakshindvartanitha, an older
commentator on the same than Mallinitha and of about 1100 A, D

has an elaborate reference pointing to the same econclusion in the
following words :—

srefigertas Rgedm AgetuE: FaT Rk, I
R grilda sag—
WIS A0 Rl i—
R AT AT ASTHAISH |
. Rummage Rgeas=-
¢ wrerEmTR Reegdma | ofe
vl P Ge safgerRTrEa g | v g
frgssRiuegana: wifdgeed gftn: asvEafl | aee@Re & i
QY | REgarEm—eraa RgmEE! fAaEa: | eyt
HeqIINENS TqegEnaa Rk | eaafiia-Rem gy
RSAAW;  BRQEIAAANRSIRT g eg@gwimIINahy |
GRIAE RTINS RGN AT SRENSAd & |

Thus Didgnégas, Nichula aud Kilidasa seem to be contemporaries
whom we associate with one Vikraméaditya, Pravarasena and Kuméras
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dies, Bhojadeva in his &/ringAraprakas’a (IX Prak,) says that Kaliddcs
who was sent on an embassy to the court of a Kuntala King wes
enquired by VikramAditya into the doinge of the Kuntala king and

Kaliddea replied 1

NGFSE WA AT Freeqr

GCAELEDEEIEER TR o
faf sygaedtraman® Mot

Y fafyaare sazmmdim o

Vikramaditya having read fosfar with &gfd together meaning thereby
‘“‘when you were sucking ” attecked Kilidfsa as to what he meant,

This will show that K4lidasa was sent as an ambassador by Vikrami.
ditya toa King of Kuntala. Kshemendra seems to certify this
statement by his quotation from Kalidasa’s Kuntesvaradautya, which
is evidently an error for Kuntale§vara.dantya. Who was this Kuntala
king? The scommentator on the Setubandha bas the following to our

reecueo tw—

dlant sreaIatagRatad AsaRaamr
g o HIeRrE: sATaERY: dgamsesag )

The author of Bharatacarita explicitly eays in the following verse
that the author of Betubandha was a King of Kuntala,

AT ETTA I~
uedsa e fﬁfiﬁ"i‘qﬁm l

AT FATIING
 amey wieqt @€ Feaom:

From these references we are tempted to identily the Kuntala King
of K&lidasa's embassy with Pravarasena, the author of Setubandha
which might have been retouched by Kailidisa, Pravarasens, the
King of Vakéitakas, who descended from Elichpur in the Central
Provinces into the country bordering the Godavari defeating the
Kadambas who were its rulers, fixed his capital at Ramagiri thirty
miles north of Waranga!, from which the immortal cloud of Kailidisa
gfarts on an amorous embassy, Pravarasena LI of the Vakatakas ig

epigraphically assigned to 420 A. D.
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Kumdradisasthe King of Ceylon, is daid in the Singhdlese tra.
dition to have died on the funeral pyre of Kélidisa and the aunals

of Ceylon give the tame date (420 A, D.) to that sovereign poet,
From all these references Difignigs, s contemporary of these poets

may be placed in the first quarter of the fifth century.

We are unable te identify Arirfla.-pura with any known places.
The peculiarities in the old Grantha seript which easily lead to
erroneous deciphering, suggest that the word might have been
An{Qradbspura in OCeylon, The Singhalese tradition farther
states that Nichula wrote a work called Tarali and that he was g
native ¢f that island.

4. Kundamdld as a drama.

The banishment of Sita by Rsma stirs up even the hardest
heart and Bhavabhuti almost in a language of ecstacy endeared the
reverent name of Sita as a perfection of purity and innocence to all
the world. Diilgniga’s work withont any poetis or histrionio
conventions, which Bhavabhuti used to a degree of nnnaturalness, is in
a natural and graceful conduct of events exhibita the various phases ol
separation ( Ay@Pnaevcd ) in concise and natural expression which
can be easily developed producing a kaledeiscopic effect on the mind
of the reader by a poet of Bhavabhuti’s ability. Some passages in
Kundawmaila, especially those in Prakrit uttered by Sita, touch the

heart very deeply.

We do not propose to go into the merits of the drama, for the
readers are indeed better critics and will surely appreciate the
delicate shades of the poet’s art, .

We most gratefully acknowledge every kind of help offered to us
in bringing out this edition by M, R. Ry. Brahmasri K.
Nageswara Row Pantulu Garu, the Editor of Andhra
Patrika, the lamous Telugu daily in South lndia. We offer our
hearty thanks to My, Y. K. Padwal, the Printer, Tattvavivechaka
Press, for executing the printing of the work to our best satisfaction.

M. RAMAKRISHNA KAVI,

8. K. RAMANATHA SASTRI,
Madus 1923. f e
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