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INTRODUCTION

The Lilgvati of Ramapanivadal is a work belonging
to the type- of drama called vithi, which, though it forms
oné of the ten major varieties of Sanskrit drama, has but
very few known representatives. The author has him-
self written another vithi by name Candrik@® in which
he gives the charucteristics of this type of drama in the
verse

ARSI ARG [Fafaa |
FrFEIHINaad aRaRRgTaEar fift o

e, a vith is an onc-Act drama with an artificial plot,
having two characters, two junctures (mukha and nirva-
hana) and abounding in @kdsabhdsitas. The Dasarapaka
gives two more characteristics, namely the kassikivreti
and Srigdrarasa. cf:

&t g FRHNTA wreamieg WO )
g O R EEe i
(Dasarapaka [I1. 68, 69)
All these characteristics are well - exemplified in the
Lilavazi.

The king of Karnata, fearing the abduction of his
daughter Lilgvati by his enemies, places her under the
caro of Kalavati, the wife of king VIrapala of Kurtala,
Kalavati keeps hor out of the sight of the king fearing
the possibility of the development of a.love affair between
them. They, howevcr, happen to meet and fall in love
with each other- Vaihasika, the boon companion of the king,
comes to know of this and arranges with a YoginI by
name Siddhimati to bring about their union by magical
means. But, unable to bear the separation from Virapala,

1. Kor anaccount of the life aund works of Rimaplunivada
vide Introduction to Mukundadateke& in Vol, II, No,
2, of this Journal.
. 2. Published by Prof. K. Rama Pishavoli in the Bullctin of

the Ruma Varme Research Institute No. 8, Trichur,
(1984)
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Lilavti sends-a love leiter to him along with the signet of
her ivory ear-ring, which is, uufortunately, discovered by
the attendant ma'd of ‘the queci, who thus comes to know
of this. In the weantime, the magical art of Siddhimati
heging to work, by which a cobra ix made to appear on
the spot and biie Kalavati, who however later on revives
at the approach of Vaihadsika, disguised, according to
previous arrangement, as a snake-charmer named Bhadra-
siddhi. Bhadrasildhi is offered a present, but he refuses
it saying that he would receive it in due time and disap-
pears. The king and queen meet, but Kaldvali would not
forgive him. She only tormentx him by asking her maid
to read out LTl&vati’s love-letter. But the ari of Siddhimati
works further, That night the queen is made to see in a
dream Lord Siva appear before her and tell her that it was
he who, in the guise of Bhadrasiddhi, saved her ‘from the
snake, and, as a reward for it, she should marry Lilavati
to Virapala, as this alliance would elevate him to the
position of an emperor. She agrees and the next morning
narrates to the king her dream, and asks-him to take the
hand of Lilavai. On the day of the marriage, when
Lilavati is going {or worship in the temple, she is caught
by the demon Tamraksa, sent by the king of Kalinga, the
encmy of her father. Virapala fights with him and kills
him, The marriage is then celebrated with due pomp and
splendour. In the end, Vaihasika informs the king of the
stratagem by which the hand of Lilavati was procured for
him., This is the plot of the play.

The play has three divisions. The Amukha is in the
form of a aialogue between the Sttradhara and Natl, and
mentions the author R&mapanivada, his patron Deva-
narayana and his uncle Raghavapanivada and indicates the
time to be the rainy season. The Viskambha is mostly a
dialogue between Vaihasika and Kelimala, the queen’s maid,
the speeches of the latter being all @k@sqabhasitas. In the
dvama proper VIrapala and Vaihasika are the only charac-
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ters that appear on the stage and the speeehes of the other
characters ave heard from behind the scenes,

The two Sandhis, mukha and nirvahana, are well
represented, the first ending with the king's meeting with
the queen after the cobra incident,

The dominant sentiment, is love, gr'r'z.gd‘ ra, the main
element in the drama being the love affair between Lilavati
and VTrapAla, and this is well depicted. But in keeping
with the rule €I/ @Ay the author has also depicted
as subordinate rasas adbhuta in the stratagem of Siddhimati,
bhayanaka in the cobra incident, vira in the Tamraksa
episode and Adsya in the Vidugaka's disguise and h.ia
speeches.

The author has chosen a simple and elegant style as
being the most appropriate for the main sentiment $yngarq,
There is a marked absence of long compounds, and the
expressions are direct. The descriptions of the rainy season
and of the condition of the separated lovers are beautify].
The author has preseuted the play in such a manner that )]
the incidents -appear quite natural and they possess a
dramatic vigour, The dfama may well be called a model
vithi,

The present edition is based on Ms. No, 9584 of e
Curator’s collections™in this Library, procured from Nayg.
yanan Narayanan Elayathu, Yempanattillam, Ampalapuzha,
N. Travancore. It is legibly written in.Malayulam seript
and is generally free from mistakes,

——p——
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