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ADVERTISEMENT.

This, the first edition of the Vira Charita—a Play com-
monly ascribed to Bhavabhiti—is grounded upon two De-
vanagari Manuscripts in the Library of the East-India House.
One of them, dated Samvat 1665, is written with more than
usual care and accuracy; but it is unfortunately imperfect,
and does not extend beyond the fifth act. The other, bearing
the year of Vikramaditya 1857, though complete, is the hasty
work of an indifferent scribe, teeming with errors of all
kinds ; and it was found necessary in more than one instance,
in the course of the last two acts, to receive in the Text the
reading of Professor Wilson’s copy, now deposited in the
Bodleian Library at Oxford. I have carefully compared
these Manuscripts with each other, and collated many pas-
sages of this Play with their re-productions, both in other
Dramas (as in the Uttara Rdma Charita, or in the Maha-
néfaka), and in rhetorical works where they are fre-
quently quoted and commented upon. But unless the sense
seemed absolutely to require the adoption of any one of the
various readings thus collected, I have generally abstained
from admitting them in the Text now offered to the Public,
as it was my plan to adhere to the London copies, which
differ but little from each other, and from either of which
the Oxford Manuscript varies but in a slight degree.
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In the Prakrit the orthography of many words will be
found at variance with the rules laid down by Varartchi ; but
as the Manuscripts are generally unanimous in their spelling,
I did not consider myself justified in altering it ; for this would
be to correct the language of one period by the rules of a
grammarian belonging to a different age—a proceeding, the
absurdity of which is apparent when applied to any modern
language. Nor will the reader find the letter w, which has
been introduced into all the Continental editions of Sanskrit
Plays, as the Prakrit letter corresponding with the Sanskrit w.
The Manuscripts make no difference whatever between the ¥
corresponding to the Sanskrit w, and the ¥ corresponding to
the Sanskrit w; and to judge from the languages of India of
the present day, or from the Spanish, it would be rather the
Prakrit ¥=to the Sanskrit w that would be pronounced like
b (w), and not vice versd. There are, moreover, rules in
Varartchi which prove that there was no distinction what-
ever between these two letters. With regard to the w, =,
and other aspirated letters, they should, when in the middle
of a word, always appear conjointly with the unaspirated
letter of the same class’ preceding them. In the Manu-
scripts this rule is often disregarded; and whenever they
all agree in doing so—and moreover, as it is in some mea-
sure only a matter of representing an additional letter, which
it is impossible not to pronounce in giving utterance to
the sound which follows — I have allowed some of these
single medial aspirates to stand in the Text. I have sub-
sequently, however, pointed them out in the Errata.

For the Sanskrit I have followed the usual system adopted
by the European scholars, with this only exception, that
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wherever, in this book, the Sandhi is broken, either by means
of a Virama, or by not combining two vowels which other-
wise would melt into one, the usual practice has been to put
a stop 1, a rule which I have followed only in the first two
sheets; when I was induced to adopt the punctuation of
the Manuscripts, because they invariably follow it, and it is
in perfect accordance with the rest of the singularly logical
grammar of the Hindas.

Other points in this edition, which might raise a doubt in
the minds of the reader, shall be discussed at greater length
in the Second Part, which is to contain a list of Various
Readings, Critical and Explanatory Notes, and, an English
Translation.

The Student who wishes to possess himself with a general
idea of this Drama, before he undertakes the task of going
through it with more particular attention to the language,
will derive this advantage from the lucid Analysis which
Professor Wilson has given of the Vira Charita in the
Appendix to his Hind Theatre.

The principal object the author had in view in com-
posing this Play, was, as he expresses it himself in the first
stanza of the Prologue, to delineate the passion or senti-
ment of Heroism as it manifests itself in different personages
capable of great actions; to shew it forth with all the varieties
and shades of intensity and quality it derives, both from the
diversity of the characters in whom it is exhibited, and from
the alterations in the circumstances which take place in the
course of the Drama; and in this Bhavabhiti has succeeded
most admirably. Nor is the fame he has acquired as a Poet
whose verses are remarkable for the beauty of their construc-
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tion, their rhythm, and their melody, at all impaired by a
few rough and unreadable passages: it will be observed that
they are always required by the subject, and that in this
likewise the Poet has shewn the most consummate skill.

I now leave this book in the hands of the Public, in the
hope that the more advanced Sanskrit Scholar, to relieve his
mind from the seyerer studies of the ancient literature and
institutions of India, will, in taking up this poetical effort of
more recent times, derive some pleasure from its perusal.
However, one of the principal inducements for publishing
this book was the scarcity of the Sanskrit Plays which have
been hitherto printed in Europe or in India; and it was
thought advisable to print the only unpublished work of a
celebrated Poet, in preference to making a new edition of
any of the Dramas which ‘have been circulated in Europe.

F. H. TRITHEN.

September 1848.
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