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PANDIT M. LAKSHMANA SURI



OPINIONS

Smiclow, Kronenstrasse 16, Prague.
(Austria) 9-3-1914.

Dear Sir,

I am greatly obliged to you for your kindness
in sending me your Paulastyavadha Nataka. i admire
your extraordinary command of Sanskrit and the
Kavya style.

With thanks and compliments, | remain,

Yours faithfully

M. WINTERNITZ.

Utrecht March, 23rd 1914.
Dear Sir,

| have read the Paulastya-Vadham with the
greatest rpleasure. Your command of Sanskrit is
really admirable; the language of the drama is classi-
cal, the style clear, elegant, and in the poetical! parts
embellished according to the precepts of the Alankira,
but never artificial ; % agar, the whole composition is
a masterly piece of work, and worthy of the great
models of former times.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Meanwhile [ remain,
Dear Sir,
Yours most truly
H. KERN.
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INTRODUCTION.

I have the greatest pleasure in introducing to
the public this beautiful drama by Pandit Lakshmana
Suri. He has already won his laurels as a poet in
the divine Sanskrit tongue, and the present work
will undoubtedly add to his reputation in a considera-
ble measure.

[t is a real pleasure in this agde given to the
pursuit of material aims in life and foreign ideals in
language, art and literature to come across a man
who, while allowing his mind to be broadened and
liberalised by modern ideas, has retained his fdelity to
the great dreams of his race and has preserved
in his heart a passion for the great though neglected
ideals of his land in the realms of literature and art.

Such a task has to be pursued in India for its
own sake to-day, The times are gone when great
geniuses in literature and art were sure of loving
patronage by kings and noblemen, when no rich and
infiuential man felt his life to be complete unless it
was enlivened and ennobled by frequent,-nay, daily—
contact with some man ot genius. We hear of the nine
gems of the ccurts of Vikramaditya and Bhoja, but who
how cares for the gems of the spirit? The people in-
cluding the tichest, the most influential, and the most
cultered among them are profoundly supine and
apathetic in the matter of encouraging the divine
Sanskrit tongue and the living and beautiful Verna-
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culdr languages. There is no widespread system of
pensions and grants by Government for encouraging
literary and artistic talent, and unless this system is
recognised and adopted, it is idle to talk of the
patrcnage shown by the conferring of a meaningless
title like the Mahamahopadhyaya which till recently
was not accompanied by any grant and is now accom-
panied by a merely nominal amount as a pension for
literary and artistic work. Indeed, original work in
the English language itself 1s so little appreciated in
India that we Ifave no reason tn wonder at the above
state of affairs. Mrs. Sarojini, Toru Dutt, and Ravin-
dra Nath had to get international recognition and
homage before their compatriots would be aware of
their existence. Dr. Bose had to win his laurels
elsewhere befor he could win his fame in this won-
derful land. It is hence no wonder that the pursuit
of the pleasures of literary effort in India has to be
its own reward.

We may be well asked here, is there any place
in moden life for the writing of Sanskrit poetry ¥ No
one can doubt for a moment the great beauty and
harmony of the Sanskrit tongue or its efficiency and
power as an instrument of expression. Mr. W. C.
Taylor says of it that it is *“ a language of unrivalled
richness and variety, a language, the parent of alf
those dialects that Europe has fondly called classi-
cal—the source alike of Greek flexibility and Roman
strength”,  Sic William Jones has described the
Sanskrit tongue as “ of a wonderful structure, move
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serfect than the Greek, more copious than the Latin,
aind more exquisitely refined than either”. To speak
of it as a dead tongue in India to-day argues a
-horough want of vision. It is not dead in the sense
n which the Greek and the Latin languages are
lead. Even one of these dead languages was
adopted by Bacon and Newton for their greatest
works. The Sanskrit language has so become a
portion of us that it may well be said that our heart
beats in time with its golden cadences. On all the
ithportant occasions in our lives the Saaskrit language
plays a predominant part. Almost the first articulate
sounds that the child hears are in that tongue. The
gracious accents of that language fall on the ears
like a nectar-shower when we have to bid farewell
to the earth and leave “ the warm precincts of the
cheerful day ™. It is bound up with our wedded bliss
and the joys of home life. It links the generations
together by means of the smantya uttered during
occasions of oblations and offerings. Above all it
takes us on its far-spreading wings to the white
splendours of the Throne of Grace and dowers us with
the ineffable raptures of the spirit The epics and the
most beautiful devotional lyrics are read and chanted
or are listened to by all true Hindus, That the
Hindu race has all along regarded the Sanskrit
fongue as aliveis clear from the fact that the
practice of compgosition in that language has had an
unbroken his*tory in this land. Long after it ceased
to be spoken wilely and by all classes of people, it
continued to express the highest aspirations and



ideals of the race, and grew in flexibility, richness,
music and beauty. Great dramas were written in it;
the most moving devotional songs were composed in
it ; it became a powerful instrument of philosophic
thought in the hands of the three great bhashyakaras
and their successors; and it is even now vigorous and
powertul and gives promise of eternal life if only we
Hindus are loyal to our highest ideals and proud of
our past and resolved upon lkeeping up our unique
place among the nations of the world.

I have heatd it said by variovs shortsighted and
unpatriotic people that the Sanskrit and the Verna-,
culars are unprogressive : that their doom is sealed :
that they are a hindrance to the achievement of our
national unity; and that our salvation lies through the
adoption of the Lnglish language as our common
tongue. Of a[l the dark untruths inspired by the
prince of darkness this seems to be the darkest of all.
The vitality and beauty of the Vernaculars have been
vindicated at least now by the international homage
accorded to the genius of Ravindra Nath Tagore:
Languages in which Tulasi Das, Moro Punt, Kamba,
and other great souls have expressed their sublime
ideas can never be called barbarous and unprogres-
sive., Nor has it been proved that by sacrificing them
national unity can be achieved. Even if it can bhe
achieved at such a sacrifice, 1t is not worth havings
for the puny and miserable humanity then occupying,
this land would have forfeited all claim to be called
Hindus. The life of every race is in its language,
and if the language is killed the race disappears, Dr.
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A, K. Coomarasawmy well asks: ¢ Have you ever
thought that India, politically and economically free,
but subdued by Europe in her innermost soul i1s scar-
cely an ideal to be dreamt of, or to live or die for?”
As for substituting the English tongue for the
Sanskrit and the Vernaculars, one may as well
give up that task for the more profitable work of
extracting sunbeams from cucumbers. It shows the
utter demoralisation of the people in modern India
that such stupid proposals as the above should
be seriously put forword by any pergons with even
the slightest pretensions to culture. The method
adopted by the Senate of decreeing the Indian langu-
ages cut of their place in the curriculum of studies
by regulations that show a cruel tenderness to them
in the shape of the sc-called Oriental degrees is bad
enough. The proposal above-said is even worse and
we hope that wise counsels will prevail after all
and that our people will not give up their hold upon
the only means of preserving a distinctive and noble

national life

The great task before us now is to vitalise our
Sanskrit and our Vernaculars, Sanskrit must and
will contiune to live as the tongue for expressing our
highest philosophic thought and religious ideals. We
must vitalise the Vernaculars by translating into
them works in all branches of thought in the European
languages. \We want sanghams or academies that
will regulate the new growth of the Indian languages
and fix from time to time the required forms of
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expression and standards of style without assuming
a rigid dictatorial attitude. We have had enough of
sanghams of an ornamental character that merely
serve as a means of providing platforms for ineffec-
tual and inane spouting upon subjects that have
very remote bearing on life. Unless work is taken
up and done on these lines, our endeavours in other
directions will be fruitless, for what is the good of
decking the body if the soul be gone. ¥

I have writien thus at a comparatively dispro-
portionate length upon these introductory topics as
a geat deal of wrong and perverse opinion still
prevails in regard to them. | hope that it will be
possible in the near future to give up our policy of
drift and to adopt conscious and purposive lines of
work and march steadily forward towards a definite
and glorious end. The convening of innumerable
social and political conferences is not a bad thing in
itself  But it seems to me that preoccupation with
these matters 1s a baneful thing. They have a
further fascination on account of the frequent mate-
rial blessings that follow in their train,—more to in-
dividuals t:an to the people. The articulates have
always a tcndency to despise and spurn out of
existence the inarticulate, and hence if those who
tove our art, literature, philosophy and religion
do not organise themselves and conserve the higher
life of the race, they will find that they have no one
to hear them and that they have loct their oppor-
tunities for achieving the dearest dreamsof their lives.
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We must remember that there is in Sanskrit
dramas a singularly modern note. It has been pointed
ouvt that there are various points of similarity between
the Sanskrit drama and the modern romantic drama,
and that both ditter from the classical drama. They
are alike in their complexity of structure, their
realisation of the spiritual aspects of beauty, love
and passion, their mingling ol serious and comic
themes, and their idealism. But for these facts it will
be impossible to understand how Geothe broke out
into rapturous praise of Sakuntala it lines that are
foo well known te need quotation, Professor Wilson
says: “It may also be observed that the dramatic
pieces which have come down to us are those of the
highest order, defended by their intrinsic purity from
the corrosion of time. ”’

The conception of drama as was understood by
Hindu rhetoricians is equally true and modern’
Ward, one of the most recent of dramatic critics,
defines a drama thus: ‘ Dramatic literature 1s that
form of composition which accomodates itself to the
demands ot an art whose method is initiation in the
way of action.” A play has been detined by the Hindu
rhetoricians as a poem that is seen or a2 poem that
is to be seen and heard Both in regard to literature
and in regard to art, the Hindu rhetoricians were
Jovers and exponents of tdealism, and their doctrines
on these matters have got a strikingly modern note-
‘M ammata says: FEARGATANEAT HI{BASAATWAANG |

« 0SB~

AR ATEAFIEIE N FASAT 0
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(The poet’s speech creates a world which is not
ettered by the laws of Destiny, which is of the very
essence of joy, which is self-existent and not depend-
ent on any thing else, and which is made beautiful by
the nine rasas.)

But the rules of dramatic art in Sanskrit did
not allow the same freedom and had not the same
Hexibility as in the English literature. Strict rules
were laid down as to who should be the uayatas and
the navikas or the heroes and the heroines, what should
be the dkavas or sentiments and emotions which should
be described, and what things alone could be repre:
sented on the stage. Tragedy was not recognised as
a species of dramatic composition. Nor were the
great historic achievements of the race from time to
time allowed to be introduced on the stage to keep
alive the flame of racial and national pride and self-
consciousness. More variety and fidelity to life must b2
introduced into the Indian drama before it can rise to
the loftiest achievements possible in the realm of the
dramatic art. A great genius like Kalidasa obeyed
the rules of the dramatic art and yet made his work
a vital and beautiful thing; but most of the other
dramatists felt crushed by the rules. There is hence
a great future before the Indian drama if only we
set about the work in the right way.

Pandit Lakshmana Surt has chosen for his subject
the story of ithe Ramayana. In this respect he has
advantages as well as disadvantages. One advantage
is that the story of the Ramayana has a perpetual
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appeal to the Hindu heart. The Ramavatara is our
ideal hero, who exemplified in his life those great
Virtues which we cherish and adore as the highests
the noblest and the sweetest on the earth. The mass
of dramatic literature bearing on the story of Rama’s
life is very great indeed. Jayadeva says in his
Zrasannaraghava why the poets and dramatists feel
drawn to the story of Rama’s life. He says:

wgwiai A gacEas seqal
wHAt §1 F19: § g QAR
FFAM ARG -
wAEFAT gAagE@EAAIGA: |

(How is it the fault of the poets if all of them
choose Rama asthe hero of their writings ? The fault is
the evil effect of his store of great virtues, because he
alone in the world was the never-failing home of all
virtues which seemed to seek him in aspirit of mutual

rivalry )

Another advantage is that the various incidents
in Rama's life and the great love of Rama and Sita
have a pure and true human quality, while at the
same time we are conscious of their being divinities
who assumed human form to establish Dharma on
the earth. The story has an equal and equally
powerful appeal to the mind, the heart and the soul.

But there are disadvantages also. The great
1maginative beauty and.sweetness of style that char-
acterise Valmiki's work and distance all competitors
‘are facts that most make a poet hesitate before taking
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up the story of Rama’s life. Even the great Kalidasa
says in his Raghuvamsa:

[+ FEAAWAIAT MAARIIETETA |
PEFT S SIFIZRT A/ I

(I, who desire the fame of a poet and who am yet
poor of attainments, shall have only derision, as a
dwarf who seeks to reach a fruit which only a giant
can reach.) He has so much diffidence even though
he wisely chose as his subject not merely Rama’s
life but also the life of other kings of the solar race.

Another disadvantage is that great dramatists
have already aramatised the story of the Ramayana.
Bhavabhuti’s 1/ahaviracharita and Jayadeva's Prasanna-
raghava are among the mest beautiful of the many
dramas depicting Kama’s life and achievements.

A further disadvantage is that in dealing with
such a subject no poet can altogether refrain from
echoing some of the sentiments that adorn the
previous works on the same subject and on other
subjects containing similar situations. In the beautiful
drama under review, which contains many beautiful
episodes and really beautiful poetry, we have such
echoes here and there. The following verse in the
second Act

T qE GFIZA: TUWEAA § AR %39 |
Ty IN (E ANGATIGHAGITANT |

(Only my ears that have been filled with the
first musical words from my swcet-throated love are
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the fortunate members of my body. The remaining
portion of my body fulfils no other function than
that of completing my frame.) is a distant echo of a
similar beautiful verse in the Vikramorvairya. The episode
in the drama where Rama is affected by the loss of
Sita and apostrophises all Nature to tell him where
she ha gone contains unmistakeable resemblances
to VikramorVasiva, from which Jayadeva had already
taken hints in his Prasannaraghuva.

We hope that very soon Pandit Lakshmana Suri
will begin to work various unexplored mines of poetic
*material contained in our Puranas and Itihasas.
The story of Dhruva’s noble lite, the life of Prahlada,
the lives of other saints and sages, nay, the great
achievements of many a knight and hero of Raj-
putana afford a wonderful mass of beautiful, but
neglected, poetic material. If our poets will take up
this work and apply to it their genius and try to
breathe into such stories of national heroism the
breath of life by the power of patriotism and love,
then will come into existence a higher art and a
higher nationality nourished on such higher art and
on lofty national ideals.

When we come to discuss the merits of the play,
we are delighted at the technical skill, the simplicity
and sweetness of the style, and the general atmos-
phere of grace that are quite visible in the drama.
"We shall first take up the question of the plot. Here
,we find that the author has shown a great deal of
ingenuity, though the story is so well-known that
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much inventiveness is not possible and though the
display of much inventiveness would be felt as a shock
by all Hindus to whom the incidents of Rama’s life
are as real, as familiar, and as dear as the incidents
in the life of their beloved ones. The introduction of
of Suparsva, the episode of Sabari meeting Rama
and Sugriva, the episode of the s=adifzsr in the Sixth
Act, and other innovations are, very ingenious and
show what inventive skill and story-telling power are
possessed in an abundant measure by the author.

It may be soaid that, situated as we are, dramas
in the Sanskrit tongue cannot he staged and that hence
the inventive skill that imagines moving situations
and depicts them in beautiful and appropriate dialogue
is wasted if spent in weriting dramas in Sankrit.
But, though plays meant to be acted and actually
staged have a far greater and more important place
in life and art than plays merelv meant to be read
and enjoyed by the Student in the seclusion of his
chamber, these have their own place and have their
own special and peculi 'r appeal, like the great dramas
of Robert Browning. The dramatic form gives room
for certain artistic effects that cannot be had from
other forms of literature, and hence literary artists
are quite justified in employing it for the purpose of
achieving such ettects and realising the literary ideals
that they set before themselves and their countrymen‘-

Even more than interest of plot, interest of char-'
acter and interest of passion should engross the
attention of the dramatic artist, In this respect we
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have to learn the admirable method of Shakespeare
and of Kalidasa——the method by which they give us
charatters who are at once eternal types and living

and breathing men and women who are as dear and
familiar to us as the members of our own household:
In this drama we have very good characterisation.
The peculiar glories of Rama’s character are well
brought out in it. The following verse in the Sixth
Act is very beautiful and brings out Rama’s great
qualities very well.

A B AR T A9 21 FgHaEN 9 Yaqg

wEHl: qaTg qfay 9 gegiarta uaed mEdsni

There are various beautiful verses bringing out
Rama's divine virtues but as it will not be possible
to quote them at length here owing to want of space,
I shall make a cursory reference to them. Rama’s
protective love is well describzd in the thirteenth
verse in Act . His filial love is beautifully expressed
in the thirtieth verse in Act I. His faithfully pure,
devoted and passionate conjugal love is graphically
described in the thirty fourth staza in Act I, the
eleventh verse in Act 111, and various other places.
His love for his brothers is described in many a place
and in various ways.

If the characterisation of Rama is thus of great
and varied beauty, even greater praise is due to the
description of Sita’s divine qualities and virtues, Sita
is the ideal of all Hindu women, and the character
of Sita 1s the most beautiful in the whole. range of
literature and has had a universal appcal at all times
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and places to the Hindu heart. The poet has lavished
all his art on the pourtrayal of Sita. The sorrowful
plight of Sita in the Asoka forest is powerfully and
jathetically described. The following stanza has a
haunting melody and beauty peculiarly its own.

AT AUAAZARA (ATATYYE JEATHETY |

AMY GIAA FAT AAAEAST AT YFA [T 9Z9H 0

Her apppeal to the god of fire before her arn:
pravesa 18 equally beautiful and moving.

T QRIS YrAAr AAATT WG 9@ QA IACAAEAGE T |

wradigaTl ARG T THAE STeeT MEAATAGHATR 1

The character of Surpanakha is described in the’
play as being in thorough contrast to that of Sita.
She is sensual and bestial in her appetites and is
of the earth earthly in her tastes. Ravana is
described as being of the same type and as opposed
to Rama in every respect.

We should turn now to the other characters in
the drama. The description of Lakshmana is very
fine and attractive. His spiritual nature coupled
with his utter self-surrender to Rama makes his
character of extraordinary attractiveness. Equally
beautiful is the description of the heroism, the de-
votedness and the purity of Hanuman’s nature,
Equally fine is the description of Vibhishana who
gave up cverything and fled from evil to scek the,
lotus feet of the Lord and find his life’s happiness
there in an ecstacy of self-surrender and passion of
love. Special mention should be made cf the charac-
ters of Bharata and Satrughna though they are
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sketched only very lightly and are introduced only in
the last Act of the play. Both of them are depicted
as full of love and reverence for their mothers and
for thc absent Rama. 1 do not think that in the
whole range of literature there is any character that
can come near Bharata’s for purity, for steadfast love
of the right for its own sake, for reverence to elders,
for universal love, and for devotion to the loftiest
ideals of life and conduct. The character of Sabari
is described with a perfect insight into the highest
Mindu ideals. The following stafiza spoken by
Sabari speaks for itself,

AqEAT AT AAGATAT HABEI

amfy: ded IEIFINIA TG |

faar (Zaa1 Sisr Manly T ST-HFAGAT

AAIsgIATAT IAT X FAT 970 U

The character of jatayu also is brought out well.
I must stop here for fear of undue elaboration; but
any one who looks through the book even casually
will be struck by the appropriateness of the charac.
terisation and the general loftiness of the sentiments
expressed in this dramatic poem.

[ have reserved to the last the consideration of
the style and of the beauty of the reflections scatte-
red in profusion throughout the play and showing
that the poet has had a liberalising culture and has
observed human nature and life minutely, lovingly
and well. The style is throughout simple, sweet,
and musical, and is loyal to the highest and most
admired traditions of writing in sanskrit. We do
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not see in it any of those attempts at grandoise and
stilted writing that have been the great defect of
latter-day sanskrit poetry, It is impossible to quote
all the beautiful stanzas in the drama containing
precious reflections, I shall content myself by quot-
ing the following,

AqEqT Siaan Ty g @G g |

AAERAAT F1 A QAT T @A M

q qYT AIATI @A AT [FIBT T

G@IROAT 7 § 0T BAT T 9z 0

AASIFHTANG T8 FHA W5T (BHAHR: |

%3 Fqerqg wasiataedy qr FeRRgear o

TowiEa 16y aq:R@tgy ot woi

amieTer fHHd Ry adisRaEane: |

gid@ifdatasgamiaind qfa: awex g &

1% aqr T AWET INAT Egragegruar i

In conclusion 1 wish the author every success
and happiness and hope that this work will have a
loving reception everywhere. \We shall be very
happy to have other dramas from h’s pen and we will
tell him in his own words,

AqEIZGUAIERT Tq0 qu !

qATeq A1ZF AICTYH IR I U

I cannot conclude this introduction better than

with the beautiful words of Sita Devi in the sixth
Act of the Drama.

weq 4 TEEAOT TTvaRRENEan |
adfian gy JisFragaromg |
K. S. Ramaswamy SASTRI.
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