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FOREWORD

To write a Sanskrit drama 1n the present day may seem
to be an anachronism but we should receive, rather with
a kindly eye, the last signs of life of this ancient language

_of our land

The present drama purports to be a ndtaka Whether 1t
can be designated as a ndafaka from the point of view of
the later theorists i1s doubtful However, the present
drama professes to be prayoganugunakrama’ The reader

should judge that for himself
The 1dea of the plot has been taken from such sources

as Adhyatma Ramayana (Ayodhya K 80 &) and the
Krthivdsa Ramayana in Bengali, but it has been refashioned
by the dramatist almost beyond recognition From the
above sources we know that Ratndkara was at first a robber
and that he afterwards became a saint This nucleus has
been given the present shape by the author

The drama opens with a famine-stricken scene
Ratnakara the pious enters begging A whole day s toil 1n
securing alms has brought him nothing The picture of his
fasting parents, wife and son moves him deeply But those
who have ample food will not part with it, and the poor
are left only to starve At first he makes up his mind to
save his family by taking to robbing But good sense
prevalls, and he gives up that project Next, he determines
to put an end to his miserable hfe

At this critical moment he finds a woman about to be
molested by a robber He postpones his contemplated
suicide and saves the woman by completely out-manoeuvr-
ing the robber  The robber happens to be the dreadful
Virabala, the head of a gang He 1s the son of a Brahmana
and bas taken to robbery from dire want He advises
Ratnakara to take to this profession, when he hears of his
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sad phght Ratnakara hesitates and then decides to joim
the gang as its chief, for that 1s the only way to save his
starving family He shall destroy the miserly rich and shall
uphold the starving poor The two become fast friends
and prepare to fulfil therr mission Ratnakara saves his
starving family and prepares to save others who starve
(Act 1) He 1s to destroy the cruel king Kamesvara and to
establish a new kingdom

Next follows a scene in the court of the king Kame-
Svara bearing instances of the kings cruelty and high-
handednesswhich add to the misery of the famine-stricken
land A Brshmana unable to bear torture curses him with
utter destruction The king intent to pacify his troubled
heart decides to go to Lilavati, his object of lust She became
a widow 1n her early years The king fell over head and ears
in love with her His love was reciprocated So the king
killed her aged father and brought her into his harem
Here the Second Act ends with a scene of drunken
revelry (1I)

Ratnakara using a strategy robs the royal treasury of
king Kamesvara The king 1ssues orders for the imme-
chate detection and arrest of the gang of robbers (llI) The
sage Cyavana, the father of Ratndakara and Ratnakara’s son
Atreya go to pay up their debts to Dhanadatta, a merchant
They owe him two hundred comns and they pay off the whole
amount out of the money which Ratnakara hasrecewved
“from one of his loving friends who prefers to remam
incognito ’ But suspicion arses 1n the mind of one of the
members of the Intelligence Branch, who was perchance
present at the time of payment This leads to the arrest of
the father and the son of Ratnakara and as they are being
thrashed so that truth might be extracted, Ratnakara enters
with a few men, kills the officers outright and carries away
his father and his son who have fainted away He takes
refuge with his whole family in the newly founded city of
Ratnapura (IV)
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The Fifth Act begins with a discourse between Sumat
(Good Reason) and Kumati (Bad Reason) Kumat 1s
exhilarant of her success with Ratnakara while Sumati 1s
deeply grieved but optmistic of Ratnakara s ultimate
revivification into piety Then we find Ratnakara in Ratna-
pura, the refuge of all poor and oppressed people One of
his comrades returns from the aity of the king Kamesvara,
as he 1s talking with his son Atreya This man gives an
account of his activities 1n the city of king Kiamesvara,
of how he has arranged, with his magical arts for the
murder of certain important personages He further informs
that the king would be coming on a naval excursion on the
river Sarayii very soon Ratnakara prepares for the capture
of the king so that he may retahate the thrashing that was
meted out to his father and his son by the king’s men (V)

The Sixth Act opens with two fishermen who are busy
with their baffled efforts to collect fish They retire to see
the fun as the king s boat approaches The king and the
woman are seen absorbed 1n drunken revelry on their boat,
as the boats in train pass away 1Then comes on a
boat Ratngkara with his gang He prepares a strategy
for the capture of the king The fishermen who had
been observing all this from a concealed nook retwre 1n
horror even leaving their boat the only means of ther
hiving, behind at the very prospect of this daring feat
of Ratnakara Then Cyavana enters the stage with his
wife Cyavana looks dejected his wife asks the reason
thereof Though unwilling, he relates to her the fact
that Ratndkara has taken to robbery The old sage even
contemplates committing suwicide 1If that would mmprove
his wayward son (VI)

In the Seventh Act we find Ratnakara with his captive
king Kamesvara Cyavana takes charge of the captive and
the tired gang retire to rest, after having tied the king to a
tree (VII) Cyavana, however sets the king free mn the
darkness of night, writes a letter to Ratnakara to that effect
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and adds that he 1s commtting suicide so that even this
may put a stop to Ratnakara s ignominious activittes Then
he puts an end to his ife by hanging himself Even before
the day has dawned, Ratnikara comes in exhilaration but
discovers the calamity with a shock His wife, his child
and lhis mother come, and they all faint away at this

awful sight (VIII)

In the last Act we learn of the melodramatic death of
Ratnakara s mother, of his child and of hus wife A great
change has overtaken Ratnakara , he sets free the recap-
tured king, makes arrangements so that the poor men of
Ratnapura may live honestly and happily and dissolves
his gang entreating the members not to take to robbery
again 1 hen he contemplates suicide , but Good Reason
dissuades him and advises him to take mitiation from a good
preceptor Narada sent from heaven imitiates him mto a

new and pious Iife  (IX)
The style 1s luctd No prakrit has been used 1in the drama

though theory requires it DBesides the common classical
metres such as Anustubh, Upajati (of Indravayra and
Upendravajrd, and of Vamsastha and Indravamsa),
Vasantatilaka, Salini Sardiilavikndita, etc ; some novel types
of yat1 verses have been used 1n songs

Amareswar Thakur
Lecturer, Calcutta University
and
Secretary, Sanskrit Sahitya Parishat



INTRODUCTION

In any literature the drama 1s invariably regarded as
the sublimest product of the poetic mind summing up 1n
» oitself the essential conception of literary art It 1s only the
drama of all forms of poetic composition that seeks to
deal with the deeper questions of human hife and as such
may rightly be called ‘the vital spark 1n literature A few
centuries back, the Sanskrt literature too had been mn
the height of glory, and signs of its vital exuberances are
still to be traced in the extant dramatic works of Asvaghosa
Bhasa, Kalidasa, Siidraka, Harsa, Bhavabhiiti Ksemiévara
Visakhadatta Rajasekhara and others But the necessary
reaction set n and a rapid decline reduced the language
of the immortals’ to such a decadent state that in recent
years 1t came to be seriously ignored as a dead language
In more modern times however a fresh laudable endeavowr
13 being made for its resuscitation and the authonties
of the Sanskrit Sahitya Parishat deserve the warmest
congratulations of all lovers of classics for the wvaluable
service they have been untiringly rendering to the cause of
the revival and popularization of the Sanskrit language and
literature for the last twenty-five years
Pandit Kalipada Tarkacharya the author of the present
work, 13 one of the band of energetic pioneer workers
who founded the Parishat and made it what it now s He
was at one time the Professor of this Institution and the
Editor of the monthly Journal of the Parishat in which the
present drama has been serially published He devoted
the best portions of his lhife and energy in moulding the
present batch of youthful workers and scholars of the
Parishat The humble wnter of this Introduction feels
proud as he recalls to his mind the happy old days when he
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had the unique privilege of sitting at Pandit Tarkacharya s
feet to take his first lessons in Sansknt literature

Pandit Tarkacharya belongs to a family of erudite
Sanskrit scholars, famous for their versatihity It 1s the
renowned Pandit-family of Kotahpada, Fandpur which
produced, among other reputed savants, the celebrated
Advaita philosopher and devotee Sr1 Madhusiidana Sarasvati
(¢ 16th century A D) Pandit Tarkacharya was edu
cated 1n Bhattapall: (the well-known centre of Sansknt
learning in South west Bengal) under the paternal care of
the late Mahamahopadhyiya Pandit Sivachandra Sarva-
bhauma of hallowed memory

If m his early youth Pandit Tarkacharya had worked
for the renascence of Sansknt, in his present advanced age
too, he has not left off his noble habit Durning these years
he has never been found failing 1n his valuable contributions
to the Sansknit literature, mn the form of poems lyrics,
dramas and philosophical treatises And the present drama.
1s the most recent of his productions

If the staging of dramas wnitten 1n any language shows
that the language 1s not yet obsolete then the Sanskrit
Sahitya Parishat, which has staged no less than twenty-five
Sansknt dramas, may justly claim that Sanskrit 1s still a
hving language If, agamn, the normal practice of wrnting
Sanskrnt dramas 1n any language be any proof to 1ts
currency, then the Sanskrit dramas of Pandit Tarkacharya
can certainly falsify the allegation of lifelessness usually
bhrought aganst the really immortal language

The present work, which 1s the outcome of the mature
pen and natural poetic talents of the learned author, has
for its background the well known popular story about
the early hife of the sage Valmik: the celebrated author of
the Ramayana

From the versified Bengali version of the Ramdyana
by the renowned Bengali Poet Krttivisa, we come to know
that the revered sage Vialmiki was a wvile robber named
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Ratnakara im his early youth But his early history, as
detailed in the onginal Ramayana itself, contains no such
reference The Adhyatma Ramayana, on the other hand
seems to be the possible source of the well-known story
carefully interwoven by the Bengali Poet in his vernacular
Epic

In the Sanskrit source, we find the sage Valmik re-
counting before Sr1 Ramacandra the i1gnominious account
of his past ife Onginally he had been a Brahmana by
birth, but by close associations with foresters fowlers,
thieves and robbers, he gradually turned a robber himself
Subsequently, however, he met seven saints whose edifying
instructions produced a sanctifying nfluence on him
He gave up his vicious mode of living and began to lead
an intensely rehgious lhfe  The sages advised him to
mutter the syllables MA RA (=Rama inverted) Ages
passed by and he became so intent 1n his devotion that his
body became gradually covered all over with ant hill Yet
he stirred not Long after the same seven sages, passing
by the ant-hill, heard the muttering sound within it and out
of pity took him out of that curious tomb As he had
been entombed in an ant-hill (valmika) he came to be
known as ‘Valmik:’ from that day forward

It should be noted i1n this connexion that the Adhyatma
Ramayana does not mention the name ‘Ratndkara’ which
seems to be an orniginal contribution by the Bengali Poet

This resurrection of the bandit Ratnakara as sant
Valmiki, bas been hinted at in one passage of the Brahma-
vaivarta Purana, in the introductory portions of the com
mentaries on the ongmmal Ramayana by Ramanua and
Govindaraja Similar stonies of Valmikir’s early life are also
current in provinces other than Bengal The outhne 1s
everywhere the same with but mmor differences here
and there For example we may refer to the story current
in Karnidla that the robber muttered the syllables M R 4
{and not MA-RA) But with regard to one factor, all these
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accounts agree viz, that the name Ratnakara’ 1s no-
where to be found except in the Bengali Ramayana of

Krttivasa

Be that as it may thelearned author of the present drama
has adopted only the barest outhne of this popular story
and has completely remodelled 1t to sut the purposes of his
drama The vicious bandit Ratnakara of the traditional tale
has 1 his hands, changed to a humane outlaw, who has
taken to robbery not as a selfish profession, but with the
noble mission of helping the destitute and depressed by
saving them from the tyrannous oppressions of the rich and
powerful Pandit Tarkacharya’s Ratnakara reminds one of
the notorious outlaw Robinhood of the West and presents
a very close approach to real life The author therefore 1s
sure to be successful in capturing the sympathy and admira-
tion of the reader 1n favour of the hero of his drama But for
all that he does not, for one single moment even, try to
ustify the conduct of Ratnakara from the ethical viewpoint
The mission of the hero i1s indeed neoble though the means
selected by him for its fulfilment 1s certaimnly ill-advised So,
in the denouement, the author unfolds the tragic scene
of divine retribution for the final spiritual uplift of this noble
but misguided hero The expiation of Ratnakara, at first
sight, may seem to be rather too drastic 1n comparson
with all the sins he might have commtted.. But 1t should
always be borne in mind that perfect peace can only be
realized at the cost of the heaviest sacrifice and self-immola-
tion Bandit Ratniakara 1s required to be immured alive,
so that Saint Valmik: may be resurrected from his living
tomb Pandit Tarkacharya has successfully brought out
this mner significance of Valmikis metamorphosis by
¢ ompletely wipmng out all associations of his past life

In composing the present drama, the learned author has
not at every step nigidly followed the traditional prmciples

* TFor details, vide the illuminating Sanskrit Introduction by
the author himself
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of Sanskrit dramaturgy According to the traditional con-
ventions, a Sanskrit type drama (Nataka) must be i1dealistic
in spirit The hero 1s required by the canons of dramaturgy
to be either a divine or a semi divine bemng But
strangely enough, the hero of this drama 1s painted as
an ordmary man of the world swayed by passions and
eémotions _ virtues and vices In portraying his chaiacter
the author has revealed the ternble internal struggles
which a man of flesh and blood normally experiences
under existing circumstances but which an 1dealist
playwright would avoid to depict in his work  Pandit
Tarkacharya s attempts at realism fall in more with the
line of the modern dramatist than with the ancient tradition
of Sanskrit dramaturgy

To suit the taste of the present-day audience the author

has tried to introduce i1n course of the dialogues and stray

incidents popular i1deas current in contemporary society-
Modern technique of introducing characters has also been
profitably adopted Bat at the same time, the handling of the
main plot, the usual introduction of the prologue, the divi-
sions into Acts and the conventional mode of composition
(viz , the intermixture of lyric verses and prose dialogue)
show that the auhtor has not swerved much from the tradi-
tional path The mnor departures 1ntroduced here and
there only emphasize the influence of the age and environ-
ments on the author, who like a man of genuine culture
has not been a slave to the conventional rules of Sansknt
dramaturgy but has ever kept his mind wide open

Another striking feature of the present drama 1s the
exclusion of Prakrnt dialogues altogether from the body of
the work  All the characters speak Sansknt which 1s
indeed a novelty We can appreciate the motive of the
author in banning Prakrit from his drama when we take into
consideration the fact that the different Prakrit dialects
ceased to be spoken languages even as early as the third or
the fourth century A D Though the canonical works on




[ x ]

Sanskrit dramaturgy require the mmclusion of Praknt dialects
in a major drama, yet by blindly following these authorita-
tive dictates mn these days no practical purpose s to be
achieved Sanskrit, on the other hand, can be more easily
understood than the hiterary Prakrits which invanably remain
unintelhgible even to the most cultured audience And
hence the author deserves no unfavourable criticism for
what may be called a happy departure from the ageold

tradition
The intensity of Ratnakara s expiation suggests the real

tragedy , but unlike the western tragedies the present
drama does not leave us utterly disconsolate at its final
conclusion The sublimity of the hero’s self-immolation
evokes the sentiment of Quetism which 1s umversally
acknowledged as the characteristic trait in the character
of the resurrected saint Valmiki Hence the title of the
drama—°'Praéantaratnakara’~1s logically and dramatically
signficant ” B

The character of Valmik: has been differently pamnted by
different authors But 1t gives us immense pleasure to
find that the portraiture or the saint by Pandit Tarkacharya
has its own commendable touch of originality and at thé
same time fully retains the spirit of the ancient tradition

It would be out of context to say anything more in praise
of the work in the body of the Introductish Thé pramse
should come, and we hope 1t must come, from the reading
public We, therefore conclude here with the words of a
great Indian dramatist, whichh aptly fit with the present
situation-——

We have now been left only with the task of request-

g the audience to listen to this drama with proper atten-
tion and courtesy in consideration of its sublime subject-
miatter and ont of respect for its learned author '

Ashokanath Shastn
Lecturer, Calcutta University
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