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FOREWORD.

.._——Wh—_——

All the stories contained in this book were orginally

written in English, three of which have already been
published 1n an English Journal. The object of my
translating them into Sanskrit was twofold. Firstly to
popularise the ancient language which has undoubtedly
a greater vccabulary and other wherewithals of
expression than any living language. Secondly, 1 was
impelled by the desire of presenting short stories with
modern technique in this language. Oceans of fables
and tales have been written in Sanskrit, but none of
them fulfil the requirements of a modern short story,
namely, one main incident, one or two predominating
characters, minor incidents culminating in a climax,
suspense and finally the denouement. The last of these

essentials being arrived at, the story must end.

The stories in this book have been written 1n the

Anustup metre which lends itself most admirably to this

form of narration.
Kshama Row.
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