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FOREWORD.

As in our Archaeology some ancient relic throwing light on
thn history and civilizabion of the past is unearthed now and
as 1in by cur savants, so in our literature one mors classic has
b en recovered from obscurity by the endeavours of the scholar
and divine, His Holiness Sri Yadugiri Yathiraja Sampathkumara
Ramanuja Muni.

““ Tapasa Yatsaraja" of Anangaharsha, evidently well-known
in early times to Indian literati, had vanished from the reach of
scholars in recent years. Students of Sanskrit knew of it only
through a stray reference or quotation in ancient works on
Sanskrit Poetics. In Hemachandra’s ‘Kavyanusasana,” Bhoja
Deva’s  “Saraswaly-Kanthabharana,” Mummata’s *‘ Kavya-
prakasa,’ Abhinavagupta’s “Dhwanilochana,” and Ananda
Vardhana's “Dhwani "—all of them works of the 11th and 10
centuries,—" Tapasavatsaraja” has been quoted from, in illus-
tratin of principles of Dramaturgy.

Some twenty years ago the present Editor came across the
quotaticns in Abhinavagupta's ‘*Dhwanilochana,” and lafer on
across further references in the works of other dramastic critics.
But the vhereahou's of the original work itself remained a mys-
tery. Rccently however in Professor Susil Kumar De's edi-
tion of © Vakrokti Jeevita” it was stated that a manuscript of
the play was'to be found in a library at Berlin.

Working on that clue, His Holiness got into touch with Dr.
F. O. Ssbraeder of Bonn and Dr. Noble of the Preussische
Staasbibiiothek, and ultimately Dr. Noble was kind enough to
transcribe and send himn a copy of the original manuseript which
was in a Kashmeri script. The original was not perfect; its first
and last leaves were damaged, and the writing was full of mis-
takes,
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However, by the combined efforts of the two German and
Brahman enthusiasts, this ancient and valuable play has been
saved from destrucrtion and is placed before the readers, to relish,
to dissect, and to digest. It is a very pretiy and popular love
ghory, and is writben with a facile literary skill. It is now
placed before the world of liferary critics, to diagnose its merits,
and assess its values, both literar~ and historic. Their warm
thanks are due to His Holiness and to Dr. Noble for their
efforts in bringing the play into lizht and securing its perma-
nence.

MYSORE, INDIA,
G. R. JOSYER, M.A., FRES,,

16th Jan, 1929
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PREFACE.

Only ono man w:cint of the dryna on the “King of Vasia
wio furned an ascedic” has unsil now found its way 1260 a
} :blic library, viz., t13 one ccquired in Kashmir by the late
1 cofessor Hulbzseh el now preservad in Berlinin the Pr ussi-
srhe Staatisbibliotnek where it i3 No. 2166 of the Indin
manuscripts deserissd by Weber., A photographic copy cf this
manuscript was obiained, through Mr, M. C. Tirumalachar of
Bangalore, who wrote to me for it, by His Holiness Sri
Yatiraja Swami of Meikote (Mysore), and on if is based the
present editio princeps.

Considering the faultiness of this sole manuscript, where
the Prakrit passages arein an almost hopeless condition, one
cannot help admiring the boldness of His Holiness and might
even question the usefulness of his undertaking. However, the
drama, though perhans of little artistic value, is of considerable
interest for the history of Sanskrit literature : first of all, with
regard to the Bhasa problem, i. e., because of its connection with
the Brhatkatha ( Kathasaritsagara, ete.) on the one, and the
Ratnavali and Svapnarvasavadatta on the other hand (see Hult-
zseh’s paper “Ucber das Drama Tapasavatsaraja” in ** Nachri-
chten der Koeniglichen Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften zu
Goettingen’’, 1886, and Felix Lacote, * La source de la Vasa~
vadatta de Bhasa' in Journal Asiatique, 1919) ; then as belong-
ing to the material used by Anandavardhana for his! much-
admired Dhvanyaloka and extensively quoted by his cominen’a-
tor, the great Abhinavagupta ( c¢f. Hultzsch, Loe. Cit. ) ; and
thirdly, because of its age, it being evidently earlier than the

second half of the ninth century ( do ).

Thus, then, even this imperfect edifion wanting both begin-
ning and end is likely to be welcomed by all lovers of Sanekrit
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literature. But the list of errata is painfully long, and some

other errors ( such as AT for ¥l on p. 38, 1. 8) may probably
be detected by comparing the Berlin original.

Nothing seems o b known about the author of the drama.
According to the prastavana he had the two names, Srimatra-
raja and Anangaharsha, and was a son of one Srinarendravardh-
ana. That helwas a Kagshmirian is likely enough and apparently
corroborated by the fact that the ohe manuscript available is
written in the Sarada character.

Kiel, é

16th August ‘¢8. F. Otto Schrader, Ph. D.
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