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FOREWORD

BY

Doctor Sachivottama Sir C. P. Ramaswami Iyer, K C. S I, K. C. L E.,

DEWAN OF TRAVANCORE

It has been both a pleasure and a privilege
for me to contribute a foreword to the narrative
poem 1n easy and mellifluous Sanskrit by
Gayakasikhamans Muthia Bhagavatar, dealing
with the life and achievements of Sr7 Tydgara;a
who was not only a great composer: hut an
authentic Bhakia and Saint.

Asobserved by Pandit Venkatarama Sharma
in his introductory remarks, there are many
reasons why this book 1s particularly timely and
appropriate. Muthia Bhagavatar himself is one
of the foremost exponents now alive of the
theoretical as well as the practical aspects of the
musical heritage of South India. He is not only
renowned as a gayaka, but 18 versed in many
languages and has composed poems, songs, and
kirtanas in  Hindustani, Kannada, Tamal, Teluguw
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and Sanstrit He 1s a true follower of Tyaga-
r7,a and thanks to the large-hearted and
far-cemrz patonage of Thewr Highnesses the
Mahiriit and Mahirani Sethu Parvat: Bayi of
Travancore, he 13 now engaged . long with some
colleagues 11 the welcome as well as arduous
task of collecting, editing and publishing the
musical compositions of Maha @ja Swats Twrundl,
a roval musician and patron contemporary with

Tyaya, aju. Sudaty Twuna' and Tyagardja were
well acquainted with each other’s works anc
Tyaga,a,a learnt to admive the ver atility, abi-

ding devotion to his Ishtadev.i@d and manysided

musical gifts of the talented ruler  Muthia

Bhigavatar 15 also engaged in spreading the

knowledee of Malhara;a Swaty Tirunal s musical

achievements through the medium of the Musical

Academy founded about three years ago by His

Highness the present Mah3rija

The story narrated on pages 49 to 51 of the
poem relating to the contacts between Swdadt:
Tirundl and rri Tydgaraza 1snot only historically
authentic but displays a mutual generosity and
appreciation not always common among scholars
and artists. It recounts how Mahdrdja Swdats
Taruwndl, having heard of the musical talent and

skill as composer of T'yagaraje and, at the same
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time, having learnt how abeolutely iree Tyaga-
rdja was from the desire for money, sent to him
specimens of his composition i various languages
and ragas through an emissdry the celebrated
musician Shcthdlagayr Govinda Marar, how
Tyagardse. heard these musical preces recited
and sung by Marar and sent a reply of congratu-
lations and greetings and how that letter is still
preserved 1in the Travancore archives

At a time when the din and dust of contro-
versy arise out of dispules regarding the nroper
medium of music 11 South India, 1t 18 refreshing
to bear 1in mind that more than half a century
ago, 1t was recogniced by both these illustrious
scholars and musicians that 1f the intrinsic
technigue of music was imminent and 1f those
feelings and emotions which are the motivs
power of all true music are also present, 1t does
not matter mn what language a poet or a musician
sang  what medium he emploved and what
modes were chosen  The author of this poem 18
mmsell a good example oo the value and 1mpor-
tance of catholicity  Born in the Tinnevelly
district but clozely connected with that great
centre of intellectual and musical creativeness
(valley of the Kawer:) and realising the oneness
of all art, Muthia Bhagavatar has mcluded mn
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this poem both a biography and a criticism of
‘12 Tydgardja' s contribution to the theory and
practice of music Beginning with a history ot
the simple and saintly life and the qualities of
the father and the moether to whom Tyagaraia
owed so much, Muthi1a Bhagavatar sets out bow
the couple who lived in the reign of Shaj: of
Tanjore were oblivious to the claims of wealth
or worldly advancement and how Tydgaraja s
parents were initiated into the worship of Rama
who became the {amily’s Zkuladevata. Readers
will be specially struck with the description of
Tyagaraja’s apprenticeship under the celebrated
Vawika Sontr Venkataramana and how, under
nim he learns the habits of rigid analysis and the
technical linking of language, of melody, of
ydga and tala, as expounded by his preceptor
both 1n the Sanskrt and Telugu languages, the
latter being the mother-tongue of &77 Tyagarara
The marriage of (&r2 Tydgaraja with Srimats
Visaighsh, the humble hife of a Hindv house-
holder led by the couple and their daily practice
of devout worship interspersed with song are
described with loving miinuteness. There occur
in the poem accounts relating to the revelation
and even the direct appearance of the divinity
on certain specific occasions, and to the visit paid
by Narada and his fruitful blessings.



On page 31, is a very skilful account of the
literary and musical output of Srz Tyagaraie

which 18 not only & musical tour-de-force but a

concerted hymnology. The description of the
master’s work is well worth quoting—

AFTAT NG JTALAE Ry |
FARIEAEUIREIR@T: 1]

AU NAZ A AT (eg Al |
AFINIU THIITZGHSTL |

S A REET o |
IRRINIIIR e T gEan |
AAEAEAITT AT |
qioAfy U RT3 |
CIEE CRIEEEARPIES o
AIGGURTIAL €A1 CaaTieaas |

The story of the relations between T'yagaraja
and the Rdja of Tamjore, Saraboyr and Tyaga-
rara’s ndifference to money and position for
their own sake, of the Raya's sudden and my-
sterious malady and the result of his repentance
and his ultimate appreciation of the real worth
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and quality of Tyagardja are aiso deseribed 1n
simple 'and melodious verses The pvem con-
cludes with a recital of the tours of pilgrimage
undertaken by Tyagaigja to Twupair and
Goq.@ma with a description of his steadriastness
under calamity and in the face of robbers and
bandits, with his visit 10 Madhyarjuna and Nega-
patam and his compositions at these various
places. After the death of his wife, an event
signalised by the comiposition of Naukdcaiia
and Pjahladatijaya, Tydgardja entered the
order of Sanydsis, and 1n peace and full cons-
ciousness surrounded by L~ admiring and sorrow-
ful disciples he passed away from the world

leaving an 1mperishable heritage of music
behind him.

The whole s*ory 1s full of the devout under-
standing of a true dicciple. Apart from the
remarkable happenings referred to above, the
life of Tydgarda was that of one who united
plain hiving with very high thinking and great
achievement He was the progenitor of the
present day musical methods and technique and
the significance and glory of South Indian
Musical art derive from him and from few others
like Syama OSastrin and Dikshitar and Swats
Tirunal. He established and immortalised South
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Indian Music, enriched Telugu and Sanskrit and
made themy apt vehicles of the most exquisite
melody and the most variegated mu~ical appeal,
and above everything elee, he has established a
tradition of unialtering devotion which has made
h1s songs a guide-book for Blaltas

Muthia Bhigavatar 1s to be congratulated
both on the matter and the manner of his poem
and on the method he has chosen to bring home
{o the people of South Iundia in the most perfect
language that humanity has evolved, the life
story of one of tne real makers of India. A
nation 18 made, 1ts genius moulded and its spirit
kept alive mainly by 1its dreamers, 1ts thinkers,
1ts poets and 1ts musicians and this volume 1s 2
fitting tribute by a musician and a composer {o
a great and illustrious predecessor.

C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar.
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