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PREFACE.

This volume contains the followmmg five plays, (1) Madhyama-
vydyoga, (2) Datavakva, (3) Dataghatotkacha, (4) Karpabhéra
and  (5) [}rubhanga, each of which consists of w <ingle Aet,  In the
first of these plays, Bhtmasena 1~ represented as rescuing a brahmin fa-
mily from the hands of (zhatothacha, in the second, Sitkrishpa acting the
pait of a messenger on behalf of the Pagpdavas ro the court of Duryo-
dhana, in the third, hatotkacha instigated by Srtkrishpa who became
indignant at the murder of Abluimanvu serving as a mes<enger to
Durvodhana’s party, in the fourth, Karga hestowing on lndra Kavacha
and Kundala as boon, and in the last, Bhtmasena smashing Durvodhana’s
thighs in the fight with gada-.

[n the introdection to Swapnavasavadatta. reference was made to
the fragment of a play with no name, 1t is now learnt to he *Dita-
vakya ', a complete copy (a worn out manuseript marked ®&) of the
same with colophon, ‘{d’ﬂ‘lﬁ AREA subsequently being obtained from
Mr. Hubrahinanyzm Moottatu of Harippad. The <ume manuseript
contains :lein a complete copy (marked &) of the play, Karpabhéra with
the aid of which the portions lost at the heginning and at the end of the
copy & of the sume were inserted. If the title Karpabbdra i. e. respone
sibility of Karnpa as a commander 1 to he significant it seems probable
that tho play can bave at least one Act more to describe the feats of

Karpa.
Of those plays, Ddtavakya alone contains no Prakrit dialeets,

While Sanckrit dramas invariably end like comedics, the play,
'\ . L)
Urubbanga winds up with a tragic ~cene and Dataghatotkacha with
heither,

TRIVANDRUM, T, GA&}&PATI SﬁSTRf,
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