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PREFACE.

The text here printed is believed to be the closest possible
approach to the original Paficatantra, that is, the work from
which are derived all the numerous ‘Paficatantras”, and the
works called by such names as “Paficakhyinaka™, Tantrd-
khyayika”, ¢Tantrakhyina®, “Hitopadesa”, or the like, which
are so familiarly known in one part of India or another, in Sanskrit
or in various vernaculars. That original ““Paficatantra’ has not
been preserved to us directly. Allits descendants, that is, all the
ahove-mentioned works and other extant versions, have departed
from it more or less radically,

In 1924 T published the first attempt ever made to reconstruct
this lost original “ Paficatantra”, on the basiy of a minute eritical
study of the chiel extant versions.* The text was printed in
Roman characters, with a Critical Apparatus giving the readings
of the known texts on which it was based, sentence by sentence
and verse by verse. There were included also an Bnglish trans-
[ation, and an elaborate introduction, in which T discussed the
relationships of the various versions, and explained and justified
my methods and results.

In this volume T am reprinting the text alone, without change,
but in Devaniigari characters. By this means 1 hope that this
oldest form of the Puficatantra will hecome better known to the
edugnted Indian public, as T think it deserves to be. One who
compares this text with any of the extant vemions will, T think,
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descendants, and when they changed it they almost invariably
made it worse. I hope, therefore, that Indians of discriminating
taste will welcome this text as an even greater ‘Paficatantra’
than the works which they already know and love under that or
similar names.

For a statement of the exact extent to which I think I have
gucceeded in ‘‘excavating” the Paficatantra, I must refer the
curious reader to my previous publication. IHere I will only say
this : I think I have proved that the text here offered contains
precisely all the stories of the original, in their original order, and
no others; and that the language in which they are told closely
approximates the language of the original throughout, and ix in
large measure literally identical with it.

Like many other great works of ancient Indian literature, the
Paficatantra is anonymous. I see no reason for supposing {hat
the author referred to himself as Visnu§arman in the Kathi-
mukha ; for aught I can see this name is presumably just as ficti-
tious as any of the other characters in the Paficatantra. Iven
if it were the author’s real name, it would tell us littJe, for certainly
nothing else is known of such a personage. Some have tried to
identify him with “Visnugupta’==Canakya, reputed author
of the Arthadastra. This seems to me idle guess-work. The
Paficatantra, to be sure, quotes from the Arthadistra; naturally,
since it professes to be not only a story-book but a work illustrative
of niti. But its genmeral style is the very antithesis of the stifl,
crabbed style of the Arthadistra; it is hard to believe that the
same man could have written both. And there is really not a
scintilla of genuine evidence for such a theory. Except that the
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Nothing is known which connects it definitely with any parti-
cular locality. There are one or two straws which scem to point
to Southern India as its home, but they are hardly conclusive.
There is no basis whatever for the theory advanced by a German
scholar, J. Hertel, that it was composed in Kashmir.

The gencral character of the Paficatantra is so familiar to
the reading public of India that 1 considor it unnecessary to de-
seribe it. I shall, however, devote a few paragraphs to its history,
which is perhaps less well-known.

Few books in the literature of the world have enjoyed such
great popularity over so wide an area. Tt has penetrated practi-
cally all the literatures of Europe and Southern and Western
Asia. Tt is known to exist in over 200 versions and translations,
in about 60 different languages and dialects, spreading from Java
on the south-cast to leeland on the north-west.* This unexampled
popularity may itself be considered a tribute to the genius of the
work.

Let us, by way of illustration, irace & fow of these lines of
descent.

In the 6th century of our era, under the famous Persian King
Khusrau Anusherwan, lived a physician named Burzoe, who
travelled in India and brought home with him about 550 A.D. a
translation into his own language, Pahlavi, ol some Indian stories,
which he had prepared with the help of Indian pandits. The
first and major part of his work consisted of a version of the Pafica-
tantra. The Sanskrit text used by Burzoe already differed. fxom
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work, thus enlarged, Burzoe seems to have given ‘the name of
“Karataka and Damanaka”, or rather Pahlavi transcriptions of
those names. As every one knows, these are the names of the
two jackals who play prominent roles in the First Book of the
Paficatantra (Mitrabheda, the Lion and the Bull).

This Pahlavi translation is unfortunately lost. But two
further translations were made from it at an early date; and onc
of these was destined to carry a knowledge of the Taficatuntra
all over Europe, many centuries before any Indian form of the
work could become known there.

Of these two, one was made into Syriac, a few decades after
Burzoe’s own time, in the same 6th century. This Syriac version
left no descendants, and was itself unknown until it was accidentally
discovered in the middle of the 19th century. Since then it has
been twice edited by German scholars and translated into German.
We have of it only copies of a single incomplete and imperfect
manuscript ; nevertheless it has great historic value, since it throws
much light on the Pahlavi, to which in many places it is demon-
strably closer than is the Arabic.

The other translation of the Pahlavi was made into Arabic
by Abdallah ibn al-Mogafia in the 8th century.* It is entitled
Kalilah wa-Dimmah, an Axabic transcription of the Pahlavi equiva-
lent of “Karataks and Damanaka”. It probably included the
whole of Burzoe’s work ; and to it the translator Abdallah prefixed
a pretace of his own and added various other stories, some of them
his own inventions. In this form the work has become one of the
most familiar and popular books of Arabic litersture; it exists
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of India, which did not derive directly or indirectly from the Arabic
Kalilah wa-Dimnah. Of its numerous immediate derivatives I
shall mention only [our.

1. A Greck version was made by onc Symeon Seth at the
end of the 11th century; it is the oldest Buropean descendant
of the Paficatantra. Through it the Paficatantra reached the
Russian and other Slavonic peoples of Eastern Europe, who in
thoge days derived nearly all the culture they had from the Byzan-
tine Empire. The Old Slavonic translation of the Greek was
made by an unknown author, apparently in Bulgaria, in the 12th
or 13th century; it spread to the north and west over all the
Slavonic lands belonging to the Eastern Church. Later Symeon
Seth’s Greek text became known in Western Europe also; and
from the 16th century on it was repeatedly tranglated into Latin,
Ttalian, and German.

2. An anonymous version in Old Spanish, dating from about
1251, may possibly be the oldest descendant of the Paficatantra
in any West-European language.®

3. There was an early translation into Hebrew, of uncertain
date and authorship. It derives its historic importance from its
more celebrated offspring, the Latin ““ Book of Kalilah and Dimnah,
Directory of Human Life” (Liber Kelilac ¢t Dimnae, Directorium
Vitae Humanae). This was a translation from the Hebrew made
by a Jewish resident of Capusa, in Southern Italy, who became
converted to Christianity and took the Christian name of John;
whonee he is known as John of Capua (Johannes Capuensis). His
work, which was composed between 1260 and 1270 A.D., was very
popular in scholastic Burope during the Middle Ages. In the
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the “Book of Examples of the Ancient Sages”’(Buch der Beispicle
der alien Weisen). There is some reason to suspect that this was
translated from a lost Italian version, rather than directly from
the Latin. It was first published about 1480 and went rapidly
through edition after edition, so successfully did it appeal to the
public ; it is said that more than 20 editions of it appeared within
less than 50 years of its first printing. It was also translated into
Danish, Icelandic, Dutch, and “Yiddish™” (the popular dislect
current among North-European -Jews).

John of Capua’s Latin was also translated, directly, into
Spanish, Czech, and Ttalian. The Italian version (by one Doni,
1552) is of special interest to us, because from it was translated
the first English descendant of the Paficatantra. This was made
by the celebrated Classicel scholar Sir Thomas North. He called
it “The Morall Philosophie of Doni*, which is a literal translation
of the name given to the Italian original by its author, who glori-
fied himself unduly by thus inserting his own name in the title.
North’s English version was first published in 1570; a second
edition was called for in 1601 ; and recently the fine old texi has
been attractively reissued in facsimile, under the editorship of
Joseph Jacobs (London, 1888). Relatively few English-speaking
people are aware, I believe, that during the lifetime of Shakespearo
English literature was enriched by a work which was nothing but
a sixth-generation descendant of the Sanskrit Paficatontra, from
the Italian, from the Latin, from the Hebrew, from {the Arabic,
from the Pahlavi, from the Sanskrit!
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It was also translated into French, under the title “ Book of Lights
or the Conduct of Kings” (Livre des lumieres ou lo conduite des
roys). This was first issued in 1644, and was often reprinted ;
Jater it was commonly referred to as the “Fables of Pilpay”. The
French fabulist Lafontaine drew a considerable number of his
fables from “losage Pilpay”, as he calls the reputed author. About
80 years later, in 1724, appeared another French work called Contes
et fables indienmes de Bidpot et de Lokman, by one Galland. This
was o French translation of the Turkish Humayun Nameh, which
is itself & translation of the Persian Anwars Suhadli, so that it is &
cousin of the “Fubles of Pilpay”. Both of these works became
extremely popular, both in the French originals, and in trans-
lations which were made into other languages (English, German,
Swedish, Duteh, Polish, Hungarian, and Greek). The English
version of “ Pilpay™ was first published at least as carly as 1699,
and wag very frequently republished throughout the 18th century.

Through these two French works the names “Pilpay” and
“Bidpai” became household words in the literature of Huropean
fables and stories. They are both variants, or corruptions, of the
name given in the Persian Anwari Subaili to the “philosopher”
who is there represented as telling the stories to his royal patron ;
some have conjectured that the name was originally meant to
represent o Sanskrit form vidyapati.  When at last Western scholars
became acquainted with the HitopadeSa and other Indian forms
or offshoots of the Paficatantra, they at once recognized that
they had found Indian forms of the “Bidpai” which they already
knew so well. In Europe this name is even yet sometimes applied
to this eycle of stories.
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by high authorities, that the original Paficatantra was a Buddhistic
work, There is absolutely no basis for either of these theorics,
and no reputable Indianist of to-day holds them ; yot echoes of
them, or at least of the second one, are still found in the writings
of uninitiated persons. The text here reprinted, with the Jabors
(of the writer and others) on which it is based, constitutes the final
refutation of such theories.

A word of caution may be needed on one point. Though
this is the oldest form of the Paficatantra as a literary work,
that does not mean that every story found here is presented in its
oldest known form. The author of the Paficatantra did not
invent most of his stories. He took them from older sources,
either literary works or (in most cases, probably) floating popular
traditions. Great artist that he was, he knew how to vivify them,
to animate them with the breath of his own genius ; just as Shakes-
peare took stories from old chronicles and made immortal dramas
out of them. Compare the Paficatantra stories with the same
stories told elsewhere, no matter where, and the greater cleverness
of the Paficatantra’s author will, as a rule, be self-evident. But
that does not necessarily mean that hiy version of a given story
is the oldest version of that story in existence. It is the oldest
in the Paficatantra cyele, but that is all. It iy older than, say
the HitopadeSa version, which is derived from it; but it may
possibly not be as old as a version appearing in the Mahibhirats
or in a Buddhist Jataka, which will presumably have been derived
from the same popular source used by the Paficatantra’s author.

In fact, the dates of literary occurrences of originally popular
stories do not tell us much about the age of the stories themselves,
That is, they prove that the stories in this forn are at least 5o old ;
but no one knows how much older they may be. It is important
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altered the stories more than the Paficatantra. This conclusion
would not bein any way vitiated if it were proved that the recorded
versions of the Jatakas are actually older than the Paficatantra ;
a t'ing which has, however, not yet been proved.

The same consideration holds when it comes to the comparison
of ladian and Greek [ables; relative dates can have little value.
The subject of Greek and Indian fables is a large and complicated
one, which T cannot discuss at length here. T will only venture to
state my opinion that the great mass of fables in India and in
Greece are quite independent of each other. In very few instances
can a plausible case be made out for borrowing in either direction.
As regards the stories of the original Pafieatantra, T think that
just two are found also among Greek and Roman fables. These
are : the Ass in Panther’s (or Lion’s) skin (Book IIL, Story 1), and
the Ass without Tleart and Bars (Book TV, Story (). The carliest
Greco-Roman oceurrences of both are of the second or third century
A.D.; thatis, of about the same date as the Paficatantra, perhaps.
At any rate a comparison of the dates would tell us nothing. But
a comparison of the details of these two stories, as told in India
and in Greece, seoms to me to indicate with considerable probability
that both of them originated in India, and somehow wandered to
Grecce. T may add that I know of several other stories, outside
of the Paficatantra cycle, which seem to have heen borrowed by
the Greeks from the Hindus ; and that no plausible case of borrow-
ing in the reverse direction iy known to me. I should not, however,
wish to deny the possibility that there may be such cases. There
was, no doubt, more intercommunication between Eust and West
in antiquity than many of us onee supposed.  And when a Tlindu
and a Greek met, it is quite to be expected that the exchange of
intellectual as well as commercial wares would have been mutual,
Moreover --Jet me repeat - it seems to me hardly to be doubted
that the great mass of fables among both peoples arose quite in-
dependently ; just as fables have originated independently in
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