A

DRAMA IN SIX ACTS.

BY

BHATTA NARAYANA. :

EDITED

AWITH A COMMENTARY
BY S

PANDITA TARA NATIIA TARKAVACHASPATL

Drofessor of Grammar, "Sanscrit College,

AT THE REQUEST OF "‘Ié_ABOO
BHOOVANA CHANDRA VASAKA

CALCUTTA :
PRINTED & PUBLISHED BY

BABOO BHOOVANA CHANDRA V./iSAKA
At the Sangbdda Jndnaratndkara Press.
No. 32. Nimtollah Ghaut Street.

1868.




ST
. T TR It
. ES =



(YENISAMHARA.

DRAMA IN SIX ACTS.

BY

BHATTA NARAYANA.

EDITED

WITH A COMMENTARY
BY

PANDITA TA{R.-{ NLA:THA TARKAVACHASPATL

Professor of Grammar, Sanscrit College.

AT THE REQUEST OF BABOO
BHOOVANA CHANDRA VASAKA

CALCUTTA :

LA PRINTED & PUBLISHED BY ,
BABOO BIIOOVANA CHANDPRA VASAKA

At the Sangbdda Jndnaratndkara Press.
No. 32. Nimtollah Ghaut Strect.

1868.






AN EXTRACT

FROM
WILSON'S HINDU THEATRE.

CITARACTERS.
Yudhishthira—The elder of the Pindava princes and their kmg
Bhima—The brother of Yudhishthira.
Arjunn.—"The third Pandava prince.
Sahadeva. ‘\
Nakila. |
Krishna.—='The friend and ally of the Péndavas.
Dhkritarashtra.—The father of the Kuuruva princes, and uncle .
of the preceding.
Duryodhana.—The elder of the Kaurava prmces, the son of
Dhritardghtra.
Karna.— The friend and ally of Duryodhana.
Kripa.—An ally of Duryodhana.
Aswatthamé.—A martial Brahmin and sage, the son of Drona
and nephew of Kripa.
Sanjaya.—The charioteer of Dhritaréshtra.
Sundaraka.— An attendant on Xarna.
Charvika.—A Rékshasa, in the disguise of a holy ascetic.
A Rikshasa,or male goblin,
The Charioteer of Duryodhana.
Attendant, Soldiers, &c.
Draupadi.—'T'he wife of the 1’ ndavas,
Bhanumati.—The wife of Duryodhana.
Giindhiri—The wife of Dhritargshtra,
Attendant on Draupadi.
Attendant on Bhanumati. ’
"T'he mother of Jayadtatha, king of Sindhu.
Rgkshasi, or female goblin.
Attendants.

The Vent Samhira is a drama founded on the 3ahibhirat.
The name alludes to an incident described in the latter par of
- the Sabkd Parva of that poem, Draupadi's being dragged by

Thetwoy ounger P#ndava princes, twin brothers.
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the vent, or braid of hair, into the public assembly by the hand
of Duhsisana,~one of the Kaurava princes, a disgrace that

weighed most heavily upon the Pandavas, and was most
bitterly revenged.

The introduction of this play presents a nandi or prelimi-
nary benediction of six stanzas: an extravagance introduction
by the practice of the best writers, and prohibited by posit‘ive
rule. Two of these, indeed, are omitted by the commentator,
and the last is censured by the author of the Kavya Prakasa,
as inconsistent with the reverence due to Hari and Lakshmi,
whose amorous sports it déscribes in.a style suitable to mere -
mortals alone. o

The manager then informs the audience that the play is a
novelty, the composition of the poet * Bhatta Nargyana; " also
designated by the title Mriga Rdja or Sinha ; meaning the same
thing, the lion. It is an odd grouping of names, however, and
leaves the character and person of the bard rather doubtful, the
termination Sinka being most correctly applicable toa man of
the regal or military caste, whilst Bhatta is an adjunct belong-
ing to a Brahman. ‘

The occasion of the performance, which it is ughal to men-
tion, is not adverted to, and the manager and actor go off to
prepare for an exhibition of song and dance in honor of Krishna's
return to the P4ndava camp from a visit to the Kaurava princes,
as a mediator between the contending chicfs. ~The business of
the play begins with a conversation- between Bhima and Saha-
deva, in which the former expresses his refusal to have any share
in the negociations instituted by Krishna, and his determina-
tionto make no peace with the enemy until the insult offered to
Draupadi is avenged. He expresses his resolution, in case the -
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dispute be amicably adjusted, to disclaim all connexion with
his own brothers and throw off obedience to Yudhishthira.
Shall I not grind the Kaurava to dust,
Nor drink the blood of arrogant Duhsdsana ;
Shall not my mace upon the breast descend
Of proud Suyodhana, and crush the wretch,
Because your monarch seek the price of peace ?

The price is the demand of five villages or towns, Indrapra-
stha, Tilaprastha, Mansadam, V{ranavatam, and another : the
Mahabhérat gives different names, as Avisthalam, Vrihasthalam,
and Mékandi ; the fourth isthe same. Sahadeva attempts to
calm the fury of Bhima, but in vain; and Draupadi, with her
hair still dishevelled, and pining over her ignominious treatment,
comes to inflame his resentment. She complains also of a recent
affront offered by the queen of Duryodhana, in an injurious
comment upon her former exposure, which serves to widen the
breach. A messenger now arrives to announce that Krishna's
embassy has been unsuccessful, and that he has effected his re-
turn only by employing his divine powers against the enemy.
All the chiefs are summoned by the trumpet to prepare for the
battle.

Draup. Yetereyou go, attend tomv request
Let not my shame so far inflame your wrath

That heedless of your lives, you headlong plunge
" Into conflict: the chieftains of the cnemy
Are neither rash nor timorous.

Bhim. ' True, warrior dame.
The sons of Pdndu are well gkilled to ford

The ocean of fight, amidst whose wav s

Floats many a headless corse ; and howling monsters,
Gorged with the sanguine beverage, re-echo

The trumpet’s sound. Foremost they lead the troops
O’ecr crashing cars and dying elephants,
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The fierce encotinter of whose ponderous brows
Has strewed the floating field with brains and gore.

The second act commences before day-break, and introduces
Bhénumati, the queen of Duryodhana, repeating to her friend
‘and an attendant, a dream, in which she has beheld a Nakula *
or Mungoose destroy ahundred snakes. This is very ominous,
Nakula being one of the Péndavas, and the sons of Kuru amount-
ing to a hundred. Duryodhana overhears part of her story,
and at first imagines the hostile prince is the hero of the vision.
He is about to burst upon her full of rage, and when he catches
the true import of the tale, he is at first disposed to be alarmed by
it, but at last wisely determines to disregard it. For,

By Angirasa 'tissung ;

The aspect of the planets, dreams aud signs,
Meteors and portents, are the sports of acadent,
And do not move the wise.

Bhénumati offers an arghya of sandal and flowers to the rising
sun to avert the ill omen, and then the king appears and- soothes
her. Their dialogueis disturbed by a rising whirlwind, from
which they take shelter in a neighbouring pai’ilion. The mo-
ther of Jayadratha, king of Sindhu,then appears, and apprises
Duryodhana that Arjuna has vowed, if sunset finds Jayadratha
alive, he will sacrifice himself in the flimes. His wrath is
especially excited by the death of his son Abhimanyu, in which
that chieftain had borne a leading part. Duryodhana laughs
at her fears and those of his wife, and despises the resentment
of the Pandavas, He observes, that this was fully provoked
by the treatment which Draupadi received by his command
when, in the presence of the court and of the Péndavas, she
called out in vain for mercy. Duryodhana then orders his

war-chariot and goes forth to the battle,
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The third act opens with & scene of power, but of bad tasts
‘being full of revolting images. A RAkshasi enters, and exptitiates
on the stores she has provided for her cannibalism and that of her
partner; and when he makes his appearance, hungry, thirsty, and
Wearied, she gives him on the stage a feast of flesh and brains,
and a refreshing beverage of blood in the skull of an elephant
just slain. It appears from their dialogue, that up to the
period of the contest, the following chiefs have fallen : Bhaga=
datta, Sindhur4ja, Anghadhipa, Drupada, Bhurisravas, Soma-
datta, and Bahlika. Ghatotkacha is also slain, and Bhima is
about to avenge his fall, on which account Hirimba, the queen
of the Rikshasas and mother of Ghatotkacha, has ordered these
goblins to be ready to assist Bhimsena. whilst engaged in con
versation and feeding, this couple see Drona seized by Dhri-
shtadyumna and slain, and they finally retire before Aswae
tthima4, the son of Drona, who makes his appearance armed.
He is overtaken by his father’s charioteer, who tells him of the
treachery by which Drona was slain, having been induced to
throw away his arms by a false report that his son Aswatth4-
m4 had perished, and been then killed at a disadvantage. Aswa«
tthAm4’s distress is assuaged by his maternal uncle, Kripa, who
recommends him to solicit the command of the host from Dur«
yodhana. In the mean time, Karna is represented as filling
the mind of the Kuru chief with impressions hostile to Drona
and his son, persuading him that Drona only fought to secuyre~
Aswatthémd's elevation to imperial dignity, and that he threw
away his life, not out of grief, but in dispair at the disappointe

ment of his ambitious schemes. Kripa and Aswatthémé now
arrive, and Duryodhana professes to condole with AswatthAmé
for his father’s lost. Karna sneeringly asks him what he pur-
poses, to which he replies: '
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What is my purpose ? Hear it, king of Anga:
Whoever confident in arms is ranked
Amongstthe adverse host--whome’er the race
Of proud Psnchdla numbers, active youth,
‘Weak age, or babes unborn, whoe’er beheld
My father’s muarder, or whoever dares
To cross my path, shall fall before my vengeance.
Dark is my sight with rag>, and death himself,
The world’s destroyer, should not ’scape my fury.
Pupil of Jamadagnya, Karna, mark me :
Amidst these very plains, the wrath of Rima,
Roused by a father’s death, filled mighty lakes
With Kshetriya blood. Such formidable arms,
Burning for hostile life, I bear, and such
My eause of rage, my father’s fall ; nor Iess
Than Rima’s acts shall Drona’s son achieve.

Kripa then requests Duryodhana to give the command of the
army to AswatthAmf. The king excuses himself on the plea of
having promised it to Karna, to whom he transfers his ring
accordingly. A violent quatrel ensues between Karna and
Aswattham4, and Duryodhana and Kripa have some difficulty
in preventing them from single combat. Aswatthim4 at last
reproaches Duryodhana with partiality, and refuses to fight for
him more. They are disturbed by Bhima's proclaiming with-
out, that he has at last encountered Dushfsana, the insulter of
Draupadi, and is about to sacrifice him to his vengeance. Karna
instigated by Aswatth4m4, foregoes hisanger, and is about to
resume his arms, when a voice from heaven prevents him,
He is obliged, therefore, to remain an idle spectator of the
fight, but desires Kripa to assist the king : they go off for that
purpose.

The fourth act opens with Duryodhana's being brought in
by his charioteer,wounded : Duhsisana has been killed: and
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tire army of the Kanraras put to therout. On his recovery. the
charioteer announces Dulisasana’s death, and Durvodhana gives
vent to his sorrows. He is joined by Sundaraka. a fellower
of Karna, who gives in Prakrita a long and tedious account of
the conflict between Arjuna and Vrishasena, the son of Karna,
the death of the voung prince, and his father’s distress: e also
brings a leaf on which Karna has written to Durvedhana, with
an arrow dipped in his own blood, a message for aid. Durvo-
-ihana orders his chariot, and prepares to seek the fizht amain,
when he is prevented by the arrival of his parents. Dhritara-
shtra and Gandhari. who with Sanjaya commence the fifth act.
The old conple and Sanjaya endeavonr to prevail upon

Durvodhana to sue for peace, but he refuses,

My fall has Pirtha vowed. when he has left -

Me brotherless ; and all his brethren slain,

How shall Duryodhana endure to live ?

Nor will T hear of peace until my mace

Shall crush and scatter to the wind that foe;

Remorseles: Bhima, whoee ferocious wrath

Drank my yeung brother’s, brave Duhsisan’s blood*

A tumult behind, and the entrance of the king's charioteer, an-
ncuce the death of Karna. Durvodhana, after expressing his
grief, determines to go and avenge him, and mountz the car
of Sanjaya for that purpose, when Arjuna and Bhima arrive in
scarch of him.  On finding the seniors there, Arjuna purposes
to withiraw ; Lut Bhima insists on first addressing them,
whi-h ther do, but in insulting terms.

Arj.  Parents the middle Pindava salutes you,
‘Who in the hattle’s front has. victor, slain

The son of Radha, he whose pride beheld
The world ag grass, and by whose raunted prowess
Your children hoped to triumph o’er their foea.
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Bhim. Rhimain réverence bows his head to vori !
He, who has overthrown the sons of Kuri,

He who, inebriate, has like nectar quaﬁed
The blood of vile Duhsdsana, and soon
Shalllay the proud Duryodkana in dust.

Dhritarashtra fepfoa,ches them for this language, is told
they nse it not in pride, but in requital of his having witness
ed, without interfering to prevent, the oppression and harbarous
treatment the Pindavas experienced from his sons, Druyo-*
dhana interferes and defies Bhima, who is equally anxious for
the combat; but Arjuna prevents it, and the brothers are call- -
el off by a summone from Yudhishthira, who orders the
‘battle to cease for the day and the dead bodies of either party
to be burnt. Aswatthim4 then enters and is disposed to be
reconciled to Duryodhana : but the prince receives his advan-
ces coldly, and he withdraws in disgust. Dhritarsshtra sends
Sanjaya after him to persnade him to overlook Duryodhana's
“conduct. Duryodhana mounts his car, and the aged couple
seek the tent of Salya, king of Madra. :

In the sixth act PanchAla brings to Yudishthira and Drau-
pali an account of Durvodhana's having been discovered con-
cealed in a swamp, and compelled to fight with Bhimsena, by
whom he will be slain.  Yudhishthira orders public rejoirings
on the occasion. Chirvaka, a Rikshasa disgnised asa Mnuni,
then enters, requiring rest and water. He tells them that he
hasseen Arjuna engaged with Duryodhana, Bhima having been
praviously slain by the latter, and Krishna forcibly taken away
by Rima, and gives them to understand that Arjuna also has
fallen. Draupadi determines to mount the funeral pile, and Yun-
dishthira to put an end to himself, when the Rikshasa, satisfied
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withahe success of his scheme, which was intended to prevail
on this couple to perish, departs, The pile is prepared, and Yu-
dishthira and Draupa.di are about to sacrifice themselves, when
thoy are disturbed by a great clamour. Supposing it to pre-
cede the approach of Duryodhana, Yudisothira calls for his
arms, when Bhima, his club smeared with blood, rushes in.
Draupali rans away; he catches her by the hair, and is seized
by Yu lishthira —on which the mistake is discovered. The
episode is very absurd and impertinent.

The braid of Draupadi’s hair is now again bound up, Arjuna
and Vishudeva arrive, and announce that they have heard of
the fraud of the Chiyvaka, and Yudishthira adds that the men-
dicant has been slain by Nakula, on which Krishna expresses
great satisfaction. The author has introduced Charviika, ap-
parently, merely to have a hitat the atheistical sect, possibly
intending the Bauddhas.

There i8 much good writing in this piece, although the
‘style is rather powerful than polished : there is also poetry in
the thoughts, but it is the poetry rather of passion than fancy,
and the pathos and horror in which it delights are relieved by
no brilliancy of illustration : both too are overdone, and the
pathos becomes tiresome and the horror disgusting, The chief
merit of the drama is individuality of character; the ferocity
of Bhima, the pride of Karna, the fiery but kindly tempera-
ment.of Aswatthim, and the selfish arrogance of Duryodhana,
are well delineated. The chief defect cf the play is its undra-
matic construction. The business is clumsily contrived ; the
situations are ineffective ar ludicrous; the scenes are ayvkw_ard-
Iy put together, and much too considerable a portion of the
Piece is thrown into narrasive for the interest to be succesal‘ully
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supported. With exception of the last defect, the Veni Sam.
hira is calculated to remind us very forcibly of the early at-
tempts of the French and English dramatists.

There is nothing in the play to furnish a clue to its date.
1t is frequently cited in the Kivya Prakas, the Dasa Rupaka,
and Sihitya Darpana, to which works it is consequetly anterior.
According to tradition, the author, Bhatta NarAyana, was one of
the Kanouj Brihmans invited into Bengal by Adi Sura, from
whom the Brahmans of that province are descended : he was of
the Sindilya family. Adi Sura is supposed to have reigned
three centuries before our era; but if we may place any depen-
dance on Abulfazl's list of Bengal kings, he was the twenty-
second prince in ascent from Belal Sen, who it is wellknown
reigned in the thirteenth century. Assigning thenthe moders
ate duration of about three hundred years to these intermidiate
princes, and admitting the tradition with respect to Bhatta
Nirdyana, the Venl Samhira might have been written about
the eighth or ninth century: a period not at all incompati-
ble with the comparative harshness ofits styleand the rude-
ness of its execution, particularly if we conclude, agreeably
to the tradition, thatit was amongst the early results of the
introduction of Brahminical Literature into Bengal. There are
considerable varieties in the manscripts of this drama, and the
name isalso differently given as the Veni Samharana or Veni
Samhira : the import is the same, “The Binding of the Braid."”
There isa commentary on the drama by Jagaddhara, entitled
Mahopidhyiya implying a teacher ; and Dharmidhikirika,

“which may be merely an honorific epithet, although it should
signify a judge or administrator of the law.
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GLOSSARY.

A
3 Qﬁ'lfa'«'{’l’ Junmna. Ffa® A mountain, part of

Himalaya range and the seat of the

river's source.
y 1y wEL A braid or fillet of hair.
© 3 wfceg Audiance. Congregation.

T Y ﬂgﬁ'{ A bee.

1 2 TEw . An Actor. Derived from fyrery one of
AN A

the early teachers of the art of acting.
e ¥ smavg A musical instrument. (FT)
TR -;ﬁ'g A kind of hiron or curlew.

e

11 1y ¥A=T wyaw ( Efaq <fa ufag: 1)
2 Wﬂ'ﬁ' A white lotus. . .
g T SuraR Reviling. Chiding.

8 © ﬁ'} A creeping plant, from g to cover.
3y & wraarfa Having hands of crimson colour.

ge 4 TIg Axe.

o 3 =wfcz Some natural phenomenon indicating

calamity.

ge 1y furry Tawny.
,, 19 Trat Worship.

Ve 1Y HWI The sky.
by 5, ATQUA Lotus.

oy & §NAY Fear.
& HUTF The outer corner of the eye.

"

oy = fafa@ An arrow.



bk §
2
’”

L)
e
<1
[ Y

"
’”

”

18
Sy
1%
Tttt
iR
L
il

14

11

13

R AT

9y ST
», fEar

90 THE
& TIIEY
11 wrEw
R fesgTrsr
”m

X e

,, THETH
,,wrg"hr

© yegwW
y eI

Bow.

Bow-string, .

A scar.

Mail. Defensive armonr.

Son of Bhima, by Hirimba,

King of Bengal.

wragw King of Bindh.

A country enumerated amonst the
midland division of India in Mann,
Bon of Bomadatta ~( deseneded from
Kuroo's race. )

Father of ﬂﬁm

King of Ba,lk a country to the north.
west of Afganistan,

Son of Droopada. (King of Panchila
or Cononj,)
wagat | One of the descendants of

Jadoo’s race,
Qe ’g\s?-ﬁ' Shiva,
g wHIfsr Baitle.
x woraTA afafeT
¥ ] mtm Drona descendant of yTgT |
re gfga Wealth.
cgTafas A Kingof Yaduvansha.
¥ aT&fcy A Nams of Krishna.
T 9T Princes of Lunar Race.
T s 3 A country, Bengal Proper including
Bhagulpoor.
¢ oy & The Indian fig-tree.
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Karta,  Radha is the name of a
charioteer's wife by whom the prince
after exposure by his mother Kunti,
was found and fostered.
Flag.
Sword.
Iron crown.
An iron spear or dart.
A war chariot,
Air. Wind. derived from @ heaven
and f55 to increase,
A youz.lg shoot,
A bearded dart,
Son of Dushmanta from whom comes
the term mq'we |
Bhisma, son Gungs by Shantanu.
A beggt of burden.

A kind of arrow, one with a horse-shoe
head.

King of Madra. ®g A conntry enumer
ated amongst those to the N. W. of
Hindoostan Proper.

A name of Arjuna.

Great-great grandfather of Bhagiratha.

A river, the Sarsooty which rises in

the mountains bounding the north-east part of Delhi, whence
it runs in a south-westerly direction, and is lost in the sands
of the great desert in the country of Bhatti accoding to
Hindus the river only disappears in this place and continuing
its course under ground joins the Ganges and Jumuna at

Allahabad.
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