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INTRODUCTION

The Kavimanorafijaka is a kd@vya belonging to the
class of campis which deal with the pilgrimage of some
noteworthy person and the glory of the . places visited, the
best. known work of this type beng the* Yairdprabandha
of Sumarapung vadlksital, The work is divided into four
wll@sas and deseribes the birth, education and the pilgris
mage of a groat bh@garata by name STtdr@ma.

From the account given about the hero in the begin-
ning of the ‘work, we are able to know that a Brahmin by
name Sesadr belonging to the SrTvatsa gotra and living in
the village Ved :bhrnga in Kanchi undertook a long  pilgri-
mage and 1n the »nd settled at Palamadat (99:5m@ 3y )2 in
the Tirunelveli district; his son Veakaturma married STta,
daughter of SIi#rama; and to them was born Sitarama, the
hero of the work3.  His edueation in Vedas and  Sastras is
then described4.  The rest of the first wlldsa and the other
three wll@sas are devoted to the deseription of the pilgri-
mage of the hero  The chief places visited are Nanguneri
(Zaaragegsy ),  Twuvkkorungudi (Fe¥g )6, Cape Cowmorin,
(zves@y )7, Tiivandrum (97378 )8, Varkala (ST&I89%)9,

1 As wmsiances of other works of this type mention may be
made of Vibudhd@nundaprabuandha of Venkatakavi and
Srutakirtieil@sacenipu  of Stryanadryapa (MSS. of both
of which are available in the Govt. Oriental MSS.
Labrary, Madras) and Manarikrammabhapalacarita of
Vedantardm2nuja (MS. Trivandrum, No. 888). The
last mamed work 158 in nine stubakas and describes the
pigrimage of Manavikraina, a Zamorin of Caliout, who
visited Palani, Madura, Ramesvaram, Srirangam and
other placess Its date is not known, but it does mot
appear to bo very early, and there is little of any histori-
cal int‘.erast in it,

2 pp. 12 —13. 3 p. 14,
¢ p- 1V 5 . 18.
¢ p. 18. 7 p- 19.
8 p- 20} 9 p. 91,
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Udupi (@waiagey )10, 'Mukambi (g@resracy )11, Go-
kerna 12,  Poona 13, Pandarpur (qugr)14, Panchavati 15,
Samantapanchaka 16,  Kurukshetra I7, Mathurals, Hari-
dvar 19, Badurivatha 20, Kedaranatha 21, Nepal (srfeasay ) 22,
. Mithila 38, Ayodhya 2, Sringivera 25, Chitrakuta 26, Bena.
res 27, Gaya 28, Jagaunatha 29, Bhadrachala 30, Kalahasti
(zzmeoraofia:) 31, Tirapati (Rwiwey ) 32, Kanchipura 33,
Sriranga 34, Madhurai 35, Setu 36, Rananatha 37, and Alwar-
tirunagari ($8%r) 38. After the pilgrimage ST(arfma returned
to Palamadai and narrated to his purents ull his eXperiences
during the journey 3%. He then visited Tiranelveli (zufe-
qrideIgeL ) 40, Banatircha 41 and  Srivilliputtur (eifdmags-
90y ) 42 and finally settled at Thintiruperai (31%r) near the
famous Alwartirunagari in Tirunelveli District, being m-
structed to do so by sage Agastya and the River Tamra-
(parni) in a dream 48. The work cloges with an account of
the religiou: activities of the hero at Sribera-

Fromn other sources we are able to know that this S1ta-
rAmaguru continued 28 o nafsihfkabrabhmacdrin throughout
hig Iife, that he wus greatly responsible for the propagation
of the Bhagavata cult in the Southern districts and that
though he was a Smd&rta by birth, his lcanings were more
towards the cult of R&manuja. It is said that he took to

10 p 22. 11 p. 23,
12 p. 24 13 p. 25.
14 p. 25. 1 p 27,
16 p. 28. 17 p. 29,
18 p. 30, 19 p. 81.
20 p. 32, 21 p. 39,
22 p. 88. 28 p. 84,
24 p. 8¢, 25 p. 48.
26 p. 48, 27 p. 44,
28 p., 45, 29 p. 486,
80 p. 47. 8I p.” 48,
82 pp. 40 —69. 83 p. b9.
84 p. 656, 35 p. 67,
86 p. 68. 87 p. 69.
88 p. 70. 89 pp. 72-=T8,
40 p. 74 41 p. 75,

é2 P 75, 48 Pn 15,
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satnydsa of the tridandi type in Sr1 Ram@uuja’s order,
and passed away in about 1882 A, b, Most of his life was
spent at Thentiruperai and he had disciples even at such
distant ylaces as Mysore.

The author of this Camp# is a« namesake of the hero
and trom what he tells us about hym 1u the work itself, wo
undcrstand that he belonged to Garga gotra and was the son
of Ramakrsnat4 and grandson of RaghunBithastiri4s. His
father's maternal grandfather wus a Venkatardwasari, tle
author of Ramavil@sat6. Among his teachers was one
Ramga7.

From the descendants of the author we are able to
know some more details about him. He was born at Tiruk.
kurungudi ir. the Tirunelvcli District in 1856 aud he wuas
named ‘STt8rama’ after the hero of the work, us a result of
whose blessing he was boru-  He was well.versed in Vedas
and Sastius and was a great exponent of the Srimadbhdva-
vata- He wus an updsaka of Hayagrtva and this is believed
to have becn responsible for hix supreme talents in Bhdga-
vata-pravacana. Besides this Kavimanoraajaka, he has also
written a commentary on the Sruzigitd and a small pcem
named Sragd@ramanjari. He was popularly known as Rania-
svBmi Sasirin of Tirukkurungud: and th gura Rama men-
tioned 1 the work iz Ralladaikuriehi  Rama Sastri, the
father of Chandrasekhara Sastri, the late Principal of the
Mylapore Sanskrit College, Madras. e passed away in
1906, The latc MM. Dr. T, Gaunapati Suastri wus a nephew
and disciple of the author.

The work, as is scen from the colophon at the endds,
was finished on 1Yth Visdkhs, 1045 m. E, (1870 A, p.) and
the last verse in it49 indicaies by Aatapaydds uvotation the
number of verses iu 1t to be 333 (M&@r) and the prose
passages 166 (fea®%). * It shows the author as a fairly good
poet but observing the poetic conventions rather too closely.

4 p. 3. 45 p. 2.
46 pp.. 2—3. 47 p. 8,
48 p. 89, 49 IV. 78,
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and delightiﬁg in artificial conceitss He is particularly fond
of descriptious - deseriptions of cities like Sriberaso, Tri-
vaudrumbl, Poound2, Benarasess, Tirupntibd, Kanchids and
Srirang o6, of rivers like Gangad?, scasons like springb8 and
Summerd? cte.  The work is alvo studded with stotras on
the deitier of the temples vigited, those on Padmanabha6o
and SrInivas: 61 being instances.  The whole story of the
Ramad yanais beautifully summarised in the second ull@sab2-
The auihor seems to be very partiad in the usage of artifici-
alities 1ike sles v virodh@bhdsa and yamaka- ‘

The present edition i« based on fwo manuseripts in
this Library.  The first is No. 348, 4 pali-leaf manuseript
written in Tamil ¢rantha seript and procured from  Nareri
mana, Kutallar, Ma'alar, and the other, No. 12983, « paper
manuseript written in Devanagaer seript, supplied by Sri
T, K.~ Sustin, Eleetrienl Maine Eugineery Tiivandrum,
the grardson of the wathor of the work63, The lacter manu.
seript was avinlable orly affer (he matter was sent to
the Press. and sinee no important varmtidon in reading 18
noitced, thie varimnes have not heen aiven i this edition,

The author has also written a copmentary on the work,
and a wanuscript of this is available in this Library, MS,
No- 312, pulm-deaf, procured from the same source as the
first of the manuseripts of the work mentioned above,

S. VENKITASUBRAMONIA IYRR-

50 pp. 3 —s8, 51 p. 19,

92 p. 25, 58 pp. 44 — 45,
54 pp. H2 — 55, 55 pp. 59— 60,
o6 pp. 6hH, €86. 57 p. 81.

58 pp. 49— 52, 59 pp- 61, 62.
60 p. 19, 61 p. 68.

62 yp. 34 — 42,
63 We are indebted to Sri Sastri for also supplying us
the informatiou relating to the author of the work

and the hero in addition to what is contained in the
work itsolf.
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