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The following short poemt in Sanskrit composed
by Pandit K. V. Krishnamachaviar, © Abhinava Bhatta
Bana ™ Senior Professor, Sanskrit College, Tiruvad, in
commemoration of Their lImpertal Majesties’ Coro-
niation Durbar needs no introduction to the literary
public. The Paudit 13 well known as a Sanskriv Scholar
and writer of no mean order not only in ludia hut also
1 foreign countries. His wide reputation 18 a suflicient
passport for the excellence of his literary productions.
The present picce composed in « spirtt. of renuine
loyalty and written in sweet and elegant lonenage 13

<bound te enhanee the author's e an o Sanshos Poet,

The Pandit 15 an orthodox Brahmin; but his is
not the narrow orthodoxy that retards the progress of
the world and its ideas, His orthodoxy enables himn
to regard devotion to the throne as a religious  duty.
In verse 89 he writes “I'he king is in 1o senso an
ordinary mortal.  He is a portion of the Divine
lissence.  This lias been umpressed on our minds by
e ancient sages so much so that lovalty to the
Crown has become part of our very wvaturo.”  The
Pandit realises that a religious doctrine may not he
sutficiently stroug to constitute the basis of loyalty
and that a surer foundation is nocessary. Therefore
in the concluding verse he sings “We fully apprecinte
the priceless blessings eonferred on us by the British
Adunurstration.  We wish that your Majestv'e Royal
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Race may continne to govern fs fer ever, The
wonderiul plant of svmpathy towards the people of
India nurtured by Queen  Vietaria began to put
forth blossoms by reason of the tender care taken of it
by King Fdward, May i bear fruit during your
Majesty’s reign. . May the Royal Family of England
be blessed. ™

The poem begins by eiving appropriate expres-
gion to the universal jov felt, by all elasses of Indians
in connection with thenr Majesties” Coronation Durbar
at Delhi.  In the next verse the poet makes a passing
reference to preliustorie India when the land 13 said to
have enjoyed peace and plenty, being wisely governed
by Puranic Sovereigns,  Then follow three verses
deseribing in pathetic language the downfall of India
owing to internal dissensions and external invasions,
In the next three verses the poet narrates the landable
and unzelfish attempts suceessfully earried out by
the Kaét India” Company to vestore peace and pros-
perity.to the land.  The mutiny of 1857 is then men-
tioned a3 an ignoble attempt'on the part of a few
depraved seli-seakers to disturh the peace of the

ecountry. This is followed by two verses describing

the - transfer of sovercignty from tho Company te
tha Crown, “the event being called a bhlessing of
Piovidence. Qut&@n Victoria’s wonderful qnalities
which endeared her to all elasses of the people are
next deseribed in aph terms. Her famons Proclamation
the epoch- mal,m‘* Magno. Charta of India 18 made
the subject m'\tter af forer verses and hera the peet
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showa his rave oift of erprecaing noble thonshts S

i
nokle janoiace, A mmhma reference 18 made tc
Qneen  Vietoria’s symp.lthy and affection for het
Indian subjeete. The acceession of King Edward to the
throne and lns Roval Proelamation are then deseribed.
The poet compares King Edward with Sri Rama
in the following terms ¢ Firm, courageons, generousy
of a elear intellect, dihgent in protecting his subjects.
full of svmpathy, and withal' meek, King Kdward
appears to me to be Sri Rama himself. Tam confirmed
i this belief by the eircumstances that both of themn,
ave mearnations of God Vishnu : bhoth of them are the
Seventh in order of the inearnations (Sri Rama beiny
the seventh inearnation of Vishnu and King Edward
being the Seventh xovercign of that name) and the
day originally fixed for the Coronation of both hae
to ba post-poned 7, The above verse 13 well worti.
perusal. King Fdward's message to the Princes anc
people of India breathing sympathy, his wonderfu:
tact in pl'é‘H(‘l\m“‘ the peace of the world and i
smcere appreciation of Indian lovalty are described by
the poet in appropriate language.  Reference 18 nexr
made to the epoch-making admnistration of India be
LordseMinto and Morley.  The poet pays a warm
tmbute to their Lordships’ liberal and sympathetic
views and their undaunted eonrage. The QXpansion of
the Indian lLegislative Councils and " the appointment
of Tndiaus of proved merit to high Kxecutive posts
are aratefullv tonched upon in a few well writter
lines. Kine Kdwards unexpected demise 13 lamente:
by the poet in very pathetic terms. He however
consoles himself by ‘the thought that the crown has

~devolved on George 'V, I\uur-hmperor who bida fair

to surpass s wor thv ancester in s excellent qualitie«

of head and heart. A glowing tribute is then paid t¢
their Majesties, The Emperor and Empress of Indix.
The poera eancludes by a devout prayer for their M-
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jesties, safe veturn howme after acknowledging the
loving homage of their Indian ¢hiefs and the devoted
loyalty of their Indian Subjects and for their Majes-
ties' long life and prosperity.

That an orthodox Pandit born and brought up in
old world ideas, should have been able to enger so
very fully into the spirvit of the liberal British Admi-
mgtration  of Indin is sigmtficante  In  India the
Pandits, as a class, wield mmenso nfluence over
the mass of the people who look up to them for gui-
daunce m all matters, The highest product of western

cducation can hardly hope to exercise a tenth of the -

influence which a learned Pandit wiclds. There ¢an be
little doubt that the attitude of the Pandits deter-
mines the attitude of the mass of the people towards
the crown, T'hat Pandit Krishnamachariar has pro-
duced a work such as this evidencing a sincere and
rational appreciation of the countless advautages of
the inseparable connection between Kugland and India
13 & welcome indication that the loyalty of the masses
1s safe. It establishes that orthodox Hinduism and
loyalty to the British Throne are not irrecuncilable.
It proves that Brahminsm or Hinduism, whatever else
vou may think of 1t, does not lend 1ts sanction to any
formw of disloyalty,

Gon save 1k KiNe.

P. 6. RAMIVAR, B.A. B.L.,

| District Munerff,
28’1‘" I\GV.,]9U, ANp
| JOR
T IRUVADI, President Corenation Durbor Comurittes

Tiruvadi,
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