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THE [TAMMIRA MAIAKAVYA
OF NAYACHANDRA SURL |

e e e e — T ——_

Dr. Biihler, in his Introduction to the Vikiwindnke Charitie
(p. 2), mentions the Huwmmiramerdana, or “ The destruction of
Hammira,” as an historical Sanskrit poem that was extant semc
ninety years ago in the Jain library at Jésalmir. I have recently
obtained a work, written in the Jain character, styled The Hamn-
mira Mohdldvya, which, notwithstanding the difference of the
title, I presume is a copy of the same work as that which was
once 1 the Jésalmir Sarasvati Bhindir, since it ends with the
deathof Hammira and a lamentation over the event. Coloncl
Tod, indeed, mentions in his Rdjasthan a Hommire Kavye and a
Hwnmira Rdsd, both composed, he says, by SArangadhara,
whom he makes the bard of Hammira Chohdnof Ranatham-
bhor, We have the authority of Sirafigadhara himself for
stating that he was not contemporary withHammira Chohéan
of Ranathambhor, and that his grandfather, Raghunitha, was
that prince’s Guru or spiritual teacher. S&rafigadhara in hig

ati, and Gadiddhara in his Rasike Jivan, vnder the head
of “anonymous,” quote some verses relating to Hammira that
have no place in the present Kévye. Appayya Dikshita,
also, in his Kuvaleyinanda, cites a verse as an instance of the
Akramétisayokti Almikdra of which the subjectis Hammira,
and which is not to be found in the work qf our author. Thig
shows that there must be some other pocm in Sanskrit bearing

the name of Hanviniva Kdvye ; but it may be doubted whether it
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has any reference to the history of the hero of our poem.
Colonel Tod does not inform us in what language the Huwinmira
Kivya and the Hummira Rdsd were written, though he says he
posscssed both, and mostly translated with the assistance of
his Jain Guru. He does not attempt anything like a connected
narrative of Hammira. Indeed, what he says incidentally of
Iammira does not at all relate to any one individual of that name,
but is a jumble of anecdotes relating to several distinct personages
bearing the same name.

I obtained the Hanunira Mahdkdvya through Mr. Govinda
Sastri Nirantar of Nasik, who got it from a friend of his.

The colophon reads—* The present copy was made for the
purpose of reading by Nayahamsa, a pupil of Jayasimha Siri, at
Firazpuryin the month of Srivana of the Saiwvat year 1542”
(a.c. 1496). Possibly this was made from the poet’s original
copy, and, as such, possesses an interest of its own.

Nayachandra Sturi’s work, as a poetical composition,
has considerable merits, and deserves publication as a specimen
of the historical pocms so rarcly met with in the range of Sanskrit
literature. Though the author did not live, ike Bana and
Bilhana, in the reign of the hero whoge history he celebratas,
yet his work is not of less historical importance than theirs.
The information that the poems of Bina and Bilhana contain
has been made accessible to English readers through the
labours of two eminent European Sanskritists. The present
attempt to place the English reader in possession of the historical
information contained in the Hammire Kdvya will, I presume, be
acceptable to those who are interested in the advancement of our
knowledge of Indian history. |

Following the custom of other writers in Sanskrit, who have
attempted historical compomtwna our author devotes the greater
part of one entire chaptw the fourteenth and last, to an account
of his lineage, and the reasons that led to the production of his
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work.  Part of this will bear reprodnction here in an English
dress :—

“Hail, Krishna Gachha, who gladdencd the whole earth, the
beauty of whose person was like that of a blooming bunch of
the Navejiti flower, and whose praises were cclebrated by
crowds of learned men, who might well be compared to so many
black humming-bees ;—he whose feet were cver borne on the
crowns of the followers of the Jain religion !

“In the circle of the Siris, whose actions are the homes of
wonders, in time, Jayasimha S{iri was born, who was the
erowning ornament of the wise; who ecasily vanquished in dispu-
tation SAiranga, who was the leading poet among those who
were able to write poctical compositions in six languagces, and who
was honest among the most honest; who wrote three works,—
(1) Nydya Sdraiild, (2) A New Grammar, (3) A Poem on Kuméra
Nripati,—and who hence became known as the chief of those who
knew the three sciences of logic, grammar, and poesy.

“To the lotus-like Giadi of Jayasimha, Nayachandra
is like the life-giving sun; who is the essence of the knowledge
of the sciences, who 1s the exciting moon to the sea of the races
op the poets. This poct, his spirits raised to the height of the
rubject by a revelation imparted to him in a dream by the king
Hammira himself, has composed this poem,* which is gratify-
ing to the assembly of the kings, and in which the heroic (rasa)
is developed.

“ The author in lineal descent s the grandson of Jayasimha
S {tr i, the great poet, but in that of poesy his son.

“ Let not good readers take into much account the faults of

expression that I may have fallen into. How can I, who am of
L J

1 Qur poet also says that he was incited to the composition of this poem by a
rash assertion, which some courtiers of king Tomara Virama had the presumption
to make 1in the presence of our poet, that there existgd no one now who could
compose a poem that would come up to the excellence of the works of old Sanskrit

poets. King Tomara Virama, whoever he was, appears to have lived seventy
years hefore Akbar.
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mean capacity, cscape stepping into that path which even poets
like Kalidisa® were not able to avoid ?  But a poem that is replete
with good matter loses none of its value for a few common-
places of expression.”

The poem begins, as is usual with Sanskrit authors, with invo-
cations addressed to several deities, and the author has been at
the pains of making the invocations seem applicable to both the
Hindu gods and some of the Tirthankaras of the Jainas. This
procedure calls for remark. Nayachandra Sdri, as his
name 1mplies, is a Jain by persuasion, and his seeming to invoke
blessings at the hands of the most prominent members of the
orthodox Hindu pantheon is to be explained either by the freedom
of thought so characteristic of the age in which the author lived,
when the narrow and bigoted intolerance even of the Muslim had
begun to appreciate the beauties of the allegorical langnage of the
Hindu popular religion, or by the strong desire of writing dewyurthia
(‘having two meanings’) verses, with which the author seems

possessed.’

2 Perhaps our author had in view the following lines of Dhanan-Jaya :—

ST U MRAT g AT !
RITEEE T 7T HKATRT g7 U
3 Probably everybody has heard of the Rdighrva Pdindaviya Kivya, every
Iine of which can he so construed as to apply to either R&ma or the Pindavas,
at the option of the reader. I have recently heen shown a Kdrya called the Sopta
Sandhin Mahdhdoyae, by Megha Vijaya Gani, a learned Jain of recent times,
every verse of which can be made to apply alike to Rima, Krishna, and Jinendra.
In the present Kdvya the first $loka of the Nindi is addressed to the
Paranjyotis—‘the divine flame,’—a manifestation of the divine being in whom
both Hindus and Jainas, especially the Kevali Jainas, believe. The second #oka
is addressed to N abhibhl, which may mean the Bramhd of the Hindus, or the son
of Nébhi (Rishabha Deva}, the first Tirthankara of the Jainas. The third is
addressed to Sri Piriva, whom the Hindus may take for Vishnu, the Jpinas for Srt
Pirivanitha, the 23rd Ticthankara. The 4th s$loka is addressed to Sankara
Viravibhu, which may mean either Mahideva or Mahdvira, the 24th Jain Tirthan-
kara. The fifth verse js addressed to Bhisvin Sasinti, who may either stand
for the Sun, or Scmtl, the 16th Jain Tirthankara. The sixth is addressed to

Samudra Janman, which may bhe either the Moon, or Neminath, son of Samudra,
the 22nd Jain Tirthankara.



The hero of the pocm is Hammira Chohin of Ranas-
thambhapura (Ranathambhor), a name celebrated in
Hmdi song. Hammira is éne of those later heroes of India
who measured their swords with the Muhammadan conquerors
and fell in the defence of their independence. Iven the history
of the conquered is not without interest. The man who fights
against hope,—1fights because he thinks it his duty to do so,—who
scorns to bow his neck before the oppressor, becanse he thinks
such a course opposed to the ways of hig ancient house, deserves

U\.',

our sympathy and our admiration. Hammira is such »
character. The poet places him on a par with Mandhatd,
Yudhishthira, and Rima. This is poetical exaggeration,
but we have no mean measure of praise in the following verses ;
and the grounds of eminence mentioned are some of the proudest
that a Rajput can cherish, and a rigid maintenance of which
singles out the race of the Sisodyis of Udayapur and the
Hiras of Kotda and Bundi as the noblest among the
chivalry of Rajasthin :—

“gEAFT: Pre qr7 g A Prarar s e =
TR T RIS TA=ZA: [F qraegsymg i’

Born in the noble house of the Chohin s, to whom, ag Tod
observes, ““ the palm of bravery amongst the Rijput races must be
assigned,” Hammiratried to uphold the independence of his race
and to make its usages respeeted, and was for a time preéminently
successful in his wars against his enemics.  Some of these were
undertaken to protect those who had sought refuge with him
(sarand), and so far were disinterested. Indeed, he fell in a war
undertaken to protect a Mongol nobleman who had fled to him from
the tyrann} of "Aldaw'd-din. “In the third year of the reign of
>Alan’d-din, a nobleman whom he had disgraced took refuge with
Hammira, the Chohiin prince of Ranatharibliér,®ne of the strongest

forts in India. ’Aliu’d-din demanded the delinguent of the

B



Hindu monarch, ®&ho nobly replied that the sun would sooner risc
in the west, and Sumera be levelled with the earth, than he would
break his plighted faith to the unfortunate refugee. The siege of
Ranpathambhor was immediately commenced, and the fort
was ab length captared, but the heroic Hammira fell in 1ts defence ;
and the females of his family, determining not to survive him,
perished on the funeral pile.” This history of Hammira supplics
some information which the sentimental and enthusiastic annalist
of Rijasthan would have gladly interwoven mto the pages of his
work, and which sheds fresh light on the eventful period in which
the hero lived.

The Hammira Maldldvya is divided into fourteen cantos, of
which the first four arc concerned with the hero’s ancestors,—the
Chohins, many of whom were paramount lords of India. ‘The
cmpire belongs to the Chohin’ is an admitted Indian historical
fiction, and the merc mention of the names of the old kings, many
of whom were the lords paramount of India, accompanied as it
1s with much poctical nonsense, carries our knowledge of them
a step further than the researches of Coloncls Wilford and Tod.

The narrative is, all through, very uneven. The genealogy of
the Chohans, as given in the first three chapters, though with
some more names than are to be found in Tod’s list, cannot’ be
regarded as satisfactory. The aunthor really knew nothing about
the more ancient kings of the race ; the names are simply brought
in to give him opportunities of displaying his power for poctical
conceits, and thus the accounts of the princes about whom he had
no historical information are filled with fanciful conccptions, in
which some of the natural phenomena are explained with admir-
able contempt of the teachings of the “proud philosophy” of
Nature. From PrithvirijaChohéin to the death of H a m-
m ira the narrative is fairly historic ; but the author now and then,
even here, relapses into rhapsody which amounts to a confession
of his ignorance of the historical facts of the reign in hand.
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Cantos V.-VIL of the poem arc taken up, according to the
rules of Sanskrit epic poetry, with descriptions of the scasons, and
the sports and festivities in which Hammira engaged. Theso
cantos, as not possessing any historical value, may be ignored in
this précis of the poem, 1 pass over a long lecture also on Niti-
ddstre which Jiitrasingh, the father of Hammira, is mado to deliver
to Hammira. Chand gives a similar dissertation on grammar in
his Prithvirdja Rdsaw.

With these introductory remarks, I come to the Pdrveje
Vurapwnam, i. e., the account of the ancestry of Hamm i ra,
and, in order to give some faint idea of the anthor’s style of writing,
I shall, in the following, attempt some sort of translation of the
first few reigns. The style throughout is so ornate, inflated, and
redundant, and the tendency of the author to punning is so per-
sistent, that a longer translation is as diflicult as the task would
be tedious :—

“Once upon a time, Brahmi wandered in scarch of a holy
place where to hold a sacrifice. The lotus which he held in his
hand fell on the ground, as if unable to bear the superior beauty
of the lotus-like palm of the god. The god from this circumstance
rogia,rded the spot where the lotus fell as an auspicious one, and
there, freed from anxiety, commenced the sacrifice. Anticipating
persecution from theDdnavis, the god remembered the thousand-
ayed one (e Sun), when a being, his face surrounded by a halo of
radiance, came down from the orb of the sun. Him, the destroyer,
Brahmi appointed to the work of protecting the sacrifice.

L. ““From that day the place where the lotus fell has been
called Pushkara, and he who came down from the sun the

Chohan.* Having obtained the paramount power from the
»

* The ‘Chaturbhuja” Chohin, as deseribed by Tod, issued, like the other
three progenitors of the Agnikulas—Parméra, Parihéira, Chilukya—-from the
Agu Kunda, the sacrificial fire fountain. But the genesi®is described differently
in different books. Perhaps where there is no truth we must not expect to find
concord.
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four-faced  Creatdh, he ruled over the heads of the kings, as his
ancestor the sun rules over the heads of the mountains. Bali,
mmortified at seeing the glory of his charity eclipsed by the greater
charity of this king, has hidden himself in the nether world;
for what clse could a man afflicted with shame do? The moon,
taken to task by this prinee for attempting to rival his glory,
every month hides himself) through fear, in the sun’s disk, and
conmes out as if desivous of propitiating the offended king by
presenting him with the brilliant orb.  The fire of the king’s
valour has so burnt the cardens of the fame of his enemies, that
the smoke issuing from the conflagration, ascending into the
atmosphere, has to this day left its mark in the bluc sky. The
5eshanhga, when he heard of the fame of this prince, was
temipted to nod approval, but, fearing that the carth resting on
his hoods might be thercby convulsed with pain, refrained from
giving way to the generous impulse.  Angry that his son should
rival him in glory, the king deprived the oceau of his wealth of
gravity.  Arc not sometimes fathers made to suffer for the faults
of their sens ? - By the name of Choh dn, this prince bccamo
the shoot of the family tree, served by the poets; famous in the
threc worlds ; the bearer in abundance of human pearls. In this
family rose many a monarch surrounded by a halo of glo.i* 7,
whose lives, beantificd with the triple acquisition,® are able to
destroy mountains of sins.

. Visudeva—“Inprocess of time Dik shitaVisaudceva
was born, who conquered the world by his valour; who secmed the
very incarnation of Visudeva come down to this earth for the
destruction of the demon Sakéas. He whetted his sword, blunt
with striking down the heads of his enemics, in the fire of lis
ralour, and then cooled the steelin the water of the teats gushing
from the eyes of the wives of Lis enemics. The goddess of victory,

as 1f enamoured of &his prince, shone in his hand in the battle-

® Acquisition of wrth o (wealth), kv (love), and molsha (sl vation).
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field m the disguise of his sword red with the 1ood of the necks
of his enemies that he had severed. In the ficld of battle, while
the martial bands were playng, and the gods in the heavens
viewing the performance, the king caused the goddessof victory
to dance in the guise of his quvering sword. Docs not the
sun, surpasscd by this prince in brilliancy, drown himsclf in tho
deep, and—alas! for the pain of dying—come every day above the
waters 1 his struggles P77

I, Naradeva—“Visudeva begat Naradeva, fit to
be praised by Brahmi himself; the delight of the eyces of women—
his body surpass.ing in beauty that of Cupid himself. When the
king went out into the world, the other chiels, to protect their
possessions, did not take the sword out ofits sheath, but only took
wealth from their coffers.  In the battleficld his arms, bearing the
brilliant white sword, bore the beauties of the Iastern Mountain,
destroying the freshness of the lotuses of the faces of his cnemics.
It is but natural that the fire of the king’s valour should hLave
barnt down the forests of iniquity, but it 1s strange that the same
fire should have filled his enemics with cold shakings, Methinks
the sun, with his progeny, in token of submission, had fixed his
abode in the toe-nails of this prince.”

Pv. “Chandrardja by his fame and the beauty of his
countenance, achicving a double conquest over the moon, vindi-
cated the appropriate significance of his name, which means
‘Lord of the moon.” Strange was the power of the fire of his
valour, for it burnt bright in the enemy in whom the stream of
bravery flowed, while it was cxtinguished in that encmy who was
destitute of this stream,” &c.

The above paragraphs may suffice to show the style of fulsome
culogy used by the poct in disposing of those princes of whom he
had no historical information to give. The same similes occur
again and again, and often the language 1s stiff and artificial.

1 subjoin a list of the Chohdnprinces up to Hammira as
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siven by our affthor, and below that given by Tod in his

Bdjusthin :—
(1) Chhaman (Canto .I sh, 1:-25),
(2) Vasudeva (i0. 26-30).
(3) Naradeva (tb. 81-36).
(4) Chandrarija (7. 37-40).
(9} Jayapile Chakri (0. 41-52).
(6) Jayardja (ib. 53-57).
(7) Simanta Sitnha (ib. 58-62).
(8) Guyaka (ib. 63-68).
(9) Nandan (i0. 67-71).
(10) Vapra Rija (ib. 72-81).
(11) Hari Raga (0. 82-87).
(12) Sumnha Raja (70, 33-102)—(killed Hetim, the Maohammadan
general, and captured four elephants in the battle).
(13) Bhima (nephew of Siriha, ‘ulnpted by him) (Canto-IT. sh. 1-6y
(14) Vigraha Rija (killed Mala RJJJJ, of Gujarat,® and conquered
tire country) (zb. 7-9).
(15) Gangadeva (:b. 10-15),
(16) Vallabha Rija (b, 16-18).
(17) Réma (0. 19-21).
(18) Chamunda Rija (killed Hejama’d-din) (70, 22-24).
(19) Durlabha Rija (conquered Shahdbu’d-din) (ib. 26-23).
(20) Dusala (killed Karnadeva’) (i0. 29-32).
(21) Visvala (Visaldeva), killed Shahabu’d-din (id. 83-37).
(22) Prithvi Rija 1. (ib. 38-40).

¢ According to the Gujarati chronielers, Mila Rija reigned from 998-1053 a.v.,
t. e. 55 years. Soon after his succession to the throne he was assailed by two
armics—that of the Sapidalakshiya, Réja of Sakimbhari (Simbhar), and that of
Birapa, the gencral of Tailapa of Kaliyin: sce Ind. Ant.vol. VI. p. 1SL.
Sapidalakshiya might be a tiruda of Vigraba Rija. [Bhagavinlil Indraji
points out that Sapiidalaksa or Savilakha is the name of the Sivilik hills, and '
that the early rijas of Kamaun called themselves Sapidalakshangipatis; and
that the Sakdmbhari rijas may have originally come from that country.]

" Is this Karnadeva the same with the Karnadeva of Gujardt, the fifth in
descent from Mila R:"xjaé 1. ? His date, as given by Dr. Buhler, 1s 1063-1093 a.p.
Dusala iy sixth in descent from Vigraha, the enemy of Mala RAju: ses Ind.
Axnt. vol. V1. p. 186.



(23) Alhana (70, 41-41).

(24) Anala (dug a tank at Ajmer) (. 45-51).
(29) Jagadeva {ib. 52-55).

(26) Visala (¢0. 56-59).

(27) Jayapila (i0. 60-62).

(28) Gangapila (ib. 63-66).

(29) Somesévara (married Karpuri Devi, or, according to Tod,
Rukiidevi, danghter of Anangapila Tunar of Dehli) (D, 67-71).

(30) Prithvi Raja IL. (Canto II. sloka 76—Canto ITI. sloka 72)

(31) Hari Raja. (id. 91) (Canto ITL. sloka 73—Canto 1V. sloka 19).

(32) Govinda of Ranatharmbhor, father of—(Canto 1V. sloka 20—81).

(33) Bilhana—had two sons—DIrahlida and VAgbhata (Cunto
1V. sloka 32—40).

(34) Prahlida (son of Bilhana). (41—71)

(35) Viraniriyana (son of Prahlida), (V2—105)

(36) Vagbhata (son of Bilhana). (106—130)

(37) Jaitrasingh (son of Vagbhata). (131—1142)

(38) Hammira (son of Jaitrasingh) (Canto IV. 113—Canto XIII,
sloka 2295).

Genealogy of the Cholidns as given by Tod :—

Anhala or Agnipilla (the first Chohén; probable period 650 before
Vikrama, when an invasion of the Turashkis took place; established
Mﬁ.ké‘wati Nagri (Garha Mandla); conguercd the Konkana, Ascr,
Golkonda.

Suvicha.

Mallana.

Galan Str.

Ajipila Chakravartti (universal potentate; founder of Ajmer—
some authoritics say in 202 of Vikrama; others of the Viratah
Samvat ; the latter is the most probable).®

Dola Riya (slain, and lost Ajmer, on the first irruption of the
Muhamma,c.ians, S. 741, A.p. 685).

Manikya RAya (founded Sdmbhar; hence the title of Sdmbhari Rao

. . n ~ .o . . [
8 Wilford 4nserts here Samanta Deva, Mahddeva, Ajayasimba, Virasirhha,
Vindisura, and Vairl Vihianta. .
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borne by the Chobin princes his issue: slain by the Mosque invaders
under Abu’l Ads).?

Harshardja or Harihara Rii (defeated Nazirw’d-din [qu. Subakte-
gin?], thence styled ¢ Sultangriha’).

Bir Billandeva, (Balianga RAi or Dharmagachha; slain defending
Ajmer against Mahmud of Ghazni).

Bisaldeva (classically Vigaladéva); his period from various
inseriptions, S. 1066 to S. 1130.

Sarangaddva, his son (died in nonage).

Ana Deva (constructed the And Sigar at Ajmer, which still bears
his name), his sons—

Jayapiila or Jayasirhha (4.0, 977) father of —

Hursapal (Hispal of Ferishtah).

Ajaya Deva or Anandeva, son of Jayapila (1.p, 1000); Bijyadeva
and Udayadeva were his brothers.

Somesvara, son of Ajaya Deva, married Rukahii, the daughter of
Anangapila of Dehli. His brothers were Kanhavii and Jaitrasinha,
Goelwal Kanhardi’s son [$varadis turned Mahammadan.

Prithvi Réija (4.0, 1176), son of Somedvara, obtained Dchli; slain
by Shabiabu’d-din, S. 1249, a.p. 1193.

Renast (4.0, 1192), son of Prithvirija, slain inthe sack of Dehli.

Vijayardja, son of Chihadadeva, the sccond son of Somedvara
(adopted successor to Prithvirfija; his name is on the pillar at
Dehli).

Liakhanst, son of Vijayarija, had twenty-one song; seven of whom
were legitimate, the others illegitimate, and fotinders of mixed
tribes. I'rom Lakhansi therc were twenty-six generations to Nonad
Sinha, the chief of Nimrani (in Col. Tod’s time), the nearcst lincal

descendant of Ajayapdla and Prithvirdja).
As observed before, up to the time of Prithviraja, thelast

great Chohén, the poem 1s made up mostly of poctical bombast,

in which, at intervals, a grain of historical mattct may be

L e

9 Tod, Raj. vol. II. p. 444, Ten more names are given in Bombay Goveris
ment Selections, volo I p. 193; and Prinsep’s Anbiquilies by Thomag, vol. 1L
Us. Tul, p. 217, '
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Found eencealed under bushels of poetical chaff. Itis thercfors
useless to give a further analysis of this part of the poem. |
begin with Some§ vara, the father of Prithvi Réja.

After the death of Gratigade va, who was brave like Bhishma
of old, Somedvara became king. le was married to
Karpuri Dé&vi who gave birth toa son as the cast gives birth
to the cold-rayed beantiful disk of the moon. This son was named
Prithvirija by the king Lis father, Day by day the child
throve, and grew up a strong and healthy boy. After he had
acyuired proficiency in letters and arms, Som e § varva installed
him on the yw!/, and himself retiring into the woods died in the
practice of the yoye.  As the castern mountain shines heautiful by
the rays that it receives from the author of day, so did Prith-
virad jashine in the royal insignia obtaimed from his father.

While P rith virdjawas ruling over hissubjects wilh justice,
and keeping his enemies in terror, Shabibu’d-din was vigorously
trymg to subjugate the earth.  The kings of the West, suflering
greatly atb his hands, chose Sri Chandraré ja,sonof Govin-
darija, as their spokesman, and in a body came to P rithvi-
vitja. Afterthe customary presents had been offered, the suppliand
kings seated themselvesin the presenceof P rithvira ja, who,
secing the settled eloom of their conntenances, asked the reason of
their sorrow. Chandrarijareplied to him that 2 Muhammad-
an named Shahabun’d din had arisen for the destruction of kingy,
and that he had pillaged and burnt most of their cities, defiled
their women, and reduced them altogether to a miserable plight.
““Sive,” said he, “there is scarcely a mountain-pent valley in the
country but is filled to suffocation with Rajputs who have fled
thither for proteclion from his tyranny. A Rajput has hut to
appear before him in arms, when at once he i transferred to
Yama’s gloomy realm. Methinks Shahabu’d-din is Para-
surama come down to this carth again for te cxtirpation of the

warrior caste. The people are so panic-stricken that they abstain
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from rest, and, fot knowing from what quarter he may appear,
circimspectly raise their eyes in every direction. The noblest
of the Rijpnt families have disappearcd before him, and he has
now cstablished his capital at Multan., The Rajas now como
te scck the protection of your Majesty against this unrelenting
enemy and his causcless persecution.”

Prithvirija was filled with anger when he heard this
account of the misdeceds of Shahibn’d-din, his hand was raised to
his moustache by the vchemence of his feclings, and he declared
to the assembled princes that he wounld force this Shahibn’d-din
to beg their pardon on his knees with his hands and feet heavily
manacled and fettered, clse he were no true Chohan,

After some days, Prithviraja, with an efficient army, sect
out for M ultd n, and after scveral mavches entered into the
enemy’s country. Shahabu’d-din, when he heard of the king’s
approach, also advanced to encounter him. In the battle which
ensued, Prithviraja took Shahibu'd-din captive, and was
thus enabled to fulfil his vow: for he obliged the haughty
Muhammadan on his knees to ask forgiveness of the princes whoimn
he had despoiled. s vow now fulfilled, Prithvirija gave
rich presents and gifts to the supplhiant princes, and sent them to
their respective homes. He also allowed Shahib wd-din
to go to Multan, bestowing on him like gifts.

Shahiabu'd-din, thongh thus well treated, felt bitterly
mortified at the defeat he had sustained. Seven times after this
did he advanceon Prith virija toavenge his defeat, each time
with greater preparations than before, but each time was signally
defeated by the Hindu monarch.

When Shahibu'd-din saw that he could not conquer:
Prithviraja ecither by the force of his arms wr by the
ingenuity of his stratagems and tactics, he communicated an

account of his sucpessive defeats to the king of the Ghataika?

10 Might not this be a name for the modern Kumbheri ?
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country and solicited his aid. This he obtained in the form of
many horses and men from the king’s army. Thus remnforced,
Shahédbu’d-din rapidly advanced upon De hli, which he at
once captured. The inhabitants were panic-stricken, and fled from
the city incevery direction. Prithvirdja was greatly surprised
at this, and said that this Shahibu’d-din was acting like a
naughty child, for he had alrcady been defeated several times by
him, and as often allowed to go unmolested to his capital.
Prithviraja, elated with his former victories over the enemy,
gathered the small force that was about him, and with thig
“handful of men advanced to mecet the mvader.

Slightly attended as the king was, Shahibu’d-din was greatly
terrified at the news of the approach of the king, for he remem-
bered too well the former defeats and huwmiliations sustained at
his hands. In the night, therefore, he sent some of his con-
fidential servants into the king’s camp, and through them, with
promises of large sums of money, he seduced from their allegiance
the king’s master of the horsec and the royal musicians. He
then sent o large number of his Muhammadans scerctly to the
enemy’s camp, who entered it early in the morning, when the
moon 1 the west had scavcely reached the lorizon, and the
sm.1 was bat beginning to illuminate the cast.

All was now uproar and confusion in the king’s camp. Some
cried ont, “Oh, brave comrades! up and to your arms! Haste,
haste! the enemy has approached and taken us by surprise.  Let
us fight and rveturn conquerors to oanr homes or to heaven!”
While the king’s followers were thus preparing to mcet their
assailants, the disloyal master of the king’s horse, as advised by
his seducers, saddled and bronght forth as the king’s charger
that day ahorse styled Natydrambha (‘leader of the dance’) ;
and the musicians, who were waiting their opportunity, when
the king had mounted, began to play upons® their instruments

tunes thal were the king's favourites. At this the royal steed
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began to dance broudly, keeping time with the musicians. The
king was diverted with this performauce for a time, and forgot
the all important business of the moment.

The Mohammadans took advantage of the king’s indolence
and made a vigorous attack. The Rajputs, under the circum-
stances, could do little. Seeing this, Prithviraja alighted
from his horsc and sat on the ground. With the sword in lus
hand he cut down many Muohammadans. Meanwlile, & Muham-
madan taking the king unawares from behind, threw lis bow
round Lis neck and drew the king prostrate to the ground, wlile
other Mnhammadans bound him captive. From this tme the
voyal captive refused all food and rest.

Prithviraja, before he set out to enconnter Shahibu’d-din,
had eommanded Udayarajatofollow him to attack the enemy.
Udayaraja ' reached the battlefield jrst about the time when
the Muhammadans had succeeded m taking Prithvirdja captive
But Shahabud-din, fearing the eousequences of further
fichtmy with Udayaradja, retired 1nto the city, tuking with
him tlie captive monarch.

When Udeyarajaheardoflthe captivilyof Prithvirdja,
his heart throbbed heavily with pain.  He wished himself in the
place of Prithviraja. He was unwilling to return back
teaving the king to hisfate. Such a course, he said, would be
detrimental to his fair name, in his own conntry of Gaunrvades$a.
e therefore laid siege to the city of the enemy (Yoginipura
or Dehli) which Shahibuwd-din had taken possession of
before this battle), and sat before the gates for a whole month
fiohting day and might.

One duy duving the sicge, one of Shahibw’d-din’s people wend
up to Inm and remarked that 1t wonld be becoming on his part

for once to release Prith viraja, who had several times taken

e a— »-4..»-_&....____‘-,_— ————— e — ————— e —— - f— e o —— - - — .

! This must Le e Famous I;thwdxt\a Puwér of MUwd, wentioned by Chanda
as the great fuiend and ally of Prithviréja,
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him captive and then dis:nissed him with hongrs.  Shahibu’d-
din was not pleased with this noble speaker, to whom he replied
sharply that councillors like him were the sure destroyers of
kimgdoms. The angry Shahibu’d-din then ordered that Pri t h-
viraja should be taken into the fortress. When this order
was given, all the brave people hung their necks with shame ;
and the rightcous, unable to suppress the tears gathering i their
eyes, lifted them towards heaven. Prithvivaja a fow days
after this breathed his last and went to heaven.

When Udayarija learnt of the death of his (riend, he
thought that the best place of abode for him now was that only
whither his late fitend bad sped.  Iie therefore gathered together
all his followers and led them into the thickest of the battle, and
there fell with his whole army, sccuring for himscll” and them
eternal happiness i heaven,

When Harird jalearnt the sad news of the death ol Prit h-
virvaja, hissorrow knew no bounds.  With tears gushing from
his cyeg, he performed the funcral cercmomies for the dececased
monarch and then ascended the throne.  He had not ruled long
when the king of Gujarat, m order to sccure his favour, sent
to him some dancing women from hiy country as presents.'®
'.l"lmso oirls were exceedingly beautiful and highly accomplished,
and they drew to themselves the king’s heart so much that all his
time was usually spent in their company, in listening {o their
music and gecing their daneing. At last matters came to such a
pass that most of his revenues were squandercd on musicians and
dancers, and nothing was I [t with which to pay the salaries of
the servants of the state, who naturally were disgusted with the
king and his mannevs. His subjects also were dissatistied.

2 Gunjarit in ancient times was famous for the number and beauty of its
dancing girls. One of its kings was forced to give his daunghter in marriage
to an ancient Persian king, who took with hinmy from the country 1200 dancing

girls.  The professional dancing girls of Persia are saif have been the descend.-
ants of this stock ! Vide .ls. Res. vol. IXL, ¢ Bickram and Silibihan.”
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Apprised of thgse circumstances, Shah dbwu’d-d In thought
this a favourable opportunity for destroying Harirdja and his
power. He therefore marched his army into the country of
Harirdja. Lver since the death of Prithviraja, Hari-
rija had vowed not to see even the face of the hated Muslim,
and he passed his time, as described, in the company of women.
He was therefore ill prepared to meet Shahibu’d-din in the
battle-field. As a last resource, Harir aja determined to per-
form the ‘sak. He gathered together all the members of his
family, and ascended the funeral pile along with them, and so
went to the other world.

Haririja had no son, and Shahibu’d-din pressed his
followers hard. In the utmost confusion and misery, therefore,
they assembled in council to deliberate on the course they had
best adopt.  They were now, they said, without a leader, while
their army was so disorganized that it could not look the enemy
in the face. Shahibu’d-din was a great warrior and they were
weak, It was impossible that they should be able to protect
themsclves and their capital. They therefore resolved to abandon
the country to its fate, and go and live under {ho protection of
Govindarija, the grandson of Prithvirdja, who, having
becn banished the kingdom by his father, had by his bravor‘y
acquired a new kingdom and established his capital at Rana-
thambhor. They accordingly gathered in all the remnants of
Haririja's power and wealth and started for Ranathambhor.
Ajmer, vacated by Haririja’s party, was now pillaged and
burnt by Shahibu’d-din, who took possession of the city.

The followers of H a rir4 ja were well received by Go vinda-
riaja, and appointed to suitable offices in the kingdom.
Govindaraja was paralyzed at the sad news of tle full of
Ajmer, and the death of Harirdja,to whom he paid the last
rites. For some years after this Govindardaja ruled well and
justly. At last he died and went to heaven.
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After Govindarija, Bilhana succecded®to the throne.
Balhana had two sons—Prahlida, the clder, and
Vigbhala, the younger. Being brought up and educated to-
gether, there was between them very great brotherly aflection,
When they came of age, their father, who had grown old and
feeble, placed his elder son, Prahl4 da,upon the ¢ddi, and
appointed the younger, Vigbhata, to the post of prime mi-
nister. The old'king did not long survive this arrangement.
Prahliada was a just king, and, as he ruled mildly, his
snbjects were contented.

One day, however, as fate wonld have it, he went out to tho
forest to hunt. The hunting party was a grand one. There
were many dogs with them, and the party was dressed in blue
clothes.  Merrily they went that day over hill and dale, and the
prey was unusually heavy. Many a mighty Lion was made to
bite the dust.  While the party was thus engaged, the king saw
a big lion lying ab lis case in a patch of tall reed grass, and,
being dexterous with bhis bow, aimed an arrow at the lion and
killed him. The attendants of the king raised a shout of joy
at this feat of royal archery, which had the effect of rousing from
his slumbers another lion that was hard by, but of whose presence
th.oy were not aware. In an instant the brute rushed on the
king with the swiftness of lightning, and seizing one of the
king’s arms in his mouth tore it from the body. Thissad accident
put a stop to the sport, and the party bore the wounded menarch
home, where the effects of the poison of the animal’s bite termi-
nated his life,

The death-bed of the king was an affecting scene. Io placed
on the gddi his son Viraniriyana,and called to his presence
V dgbhata, his brother and minister, and said to him that the
three qualities of bravery, penetration, and circumspection were
the main stays of o monarch ; but that thes® were acquisitions

to which people attained in their majority. Rarely were they
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possessed by ineé&kperienced youths. “ My son,”” said he, “is yet
a child, and he knows only how to sleep and rise again to play.
Be thou, therefore, such a guide to him that he may not come to
ruim.”’

Viranarayana from his very childhoodwas a nanghty and
unmauageable boy, and Viaghhat a, convineed of this, could
not find it i his heart to hold out the langunage of decided hope
to his dying and beloved brother.  “ Aly dear brother,” said he,
as the tears rushed down his cheeks, “ you know that no one is
able to avert what is to happen.  As for myself, I will scrve the
prince as faithfully and as diligently as ever I have served you.”’
Scarcely had Vigblhiata finished his speech when the king
breathed his last.

When Viranariyanacame of age,a marriage was arranged
between himand the danghter of the Kachhaviha princeof J o v a-
pur, andhe set out for Amarapur (Amber), the capital of
the Kachhaviha, Ontheway Viranarayana and his party
were pursucd ny Jelalu'd-din, and had to turn back to
Ranathambhor without being able {o marry the Jayapnrani.
Here a great battle ensued, but neither party obtained the advan-
tace. Jelalu'd-din saw that it would be difficult to conquer
Viranarayana in the ficld, and therefore determined to
enlrap him mto hispowerby stratagem. Ifor the present, {here-
fore, he returned to his country; but after some days he sent a
very flattering message to Virandrayana throngh one of his
most trusted servants. The messenger represented to Virani-
rayana that he and Jelilu'd-din were the sun and moon in the
surrounding starry heaven of kings, and that his iaster, ex-
tremely pleased with the gallantry displayed by the prince in the
late war, sought his friendship. He also represented how good
it would be if they both lived in harmony and saw cach other
frequently ; how strong they both would be by this alliance,

which would be like the union of wind with fire, and which would
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cnable them to bear down all their many enersics. Jelilu'd.
d in, said the envoy, now looked upon Viraniriyana as
his brother, and called upon the Almighty to witness if there was
aught of deceit in hig heart. The envoy concluded by inviting
the prince, in the name of his master, to be the guest of the
latterin hig capital. ¢ Should your Majesty have any objection,”
added the wily man, *“to accept of Jelalu’d-din’s hospitality,
Jelilw’d-din himseclf will come to Ranathambhorand pass a
few days with you.”

At this time there was pending some feud between Viran i-
riyanaand Vigraha, king of Vakshasthalapura. Beat
upon chastising Vigraka, Virandriyana gave a willing
ar to the ambassador, and rcsolved upon an alliance with
Jelalwd-din, Vigbhata disapproved of this alliance with
the wicked Muhammadans, songht an interview with V1ra-

3

nirdyana and spokeagainst it. “An cnemy,” said he, “1s
never changed to o friend, do what service you may to him;
and if you have any wish to live and govern the kingdom, you
must listen to the advice of your teachers and elders, and
avoid having aught to do with Jeldluwd-din and the
Muslims.”’

Yivanars y a 11 a was incensed at his uncle’s advieo, and con-
tempiuously asked him nob to think of the cares of the state,
as they werc now il-suited to his old and weak mind; that he
himself was equal to the task of government, and henceforth
would do and act as best pleased him.

Vigbhata, stung to the quick by this answer, left the
palace and departed for Milwa. Other courtiers, too, after

*Vigbhata had left, tried to dissuade the king from going
to his enothy, but all failed. 'V iraniriyana atlength went
to Yoginipura. The wily Muslim came out to receive him, and
treated his guest apparently with the greajest respect. The
prince was delighted with his reception, and became much at-
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téched to Jelalu'dedin. After a fow days’ hospitality, however,
the prince was poisoned and died.

The joy of the Muhammadans at this event was excessive.
They exclaimed that now the whole tree was prostrate at their
feet, and they could help themselves to any part of it.

As the king was no more, and VAgbhata had loft for
Milwa, Ranathambhor was without defenders, and easily
fell into the hands of the enemy. Once in possession of R ana-
thambhér, JelAlu' d-din sent a message to the king of
Malwa to say that Vigbhata should be put to death.

The kingof Malw4,it appears, lent a willing ear to this
nefarious proposal, but Vighbhata discovered the secret. He
murdered the king of Malwa, and possessing himself of his throne,
soon gathered round him many of the distressed Réijputs. Pos-
sessed thus abt once of a country and an army, he made a league
with the Kharp{liris,'® who were already in arms against the
Mubdmmadans. Vagbhata conducted the combined army
toRanathambhor and reduced its Muslim garrison to such a
plight that they vacated the fort. Thus Vigbhataand the
R 4 jputs once more became masters of Ranathambhor.

It was Va ghhata’s policy to station large forces at different
posts along the frontier and thus to keep off his enemies. He
died after a happy reign of twelve years.

Vagbhata was succeeded by hisson Jaitrasingh, His
gueen was named Hira D& vi, who was very beautiful, and in
every way qualified for her high position. In course of time,
Hira D évi was found to be with child. Her cravings in this
condition presaged the proclivities and greatness of the burden
she bore. At times she was possessed with a desire to bathe'
herself in the blood of the Muslims, Her hushand satisfied her

wishes, and at last, in an auspicious hour, she was delivered of a

13 Ferishta says “K‘ima,kars,” a Mongol tribe, who also seem to have invaded
India at this time.
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son. Thefour quarters of the earth assumed a beagtiful appearance ;
balmy winds began to blow ; the sky became clear ; the sun shone
graciously ; the king testified his joy by showering gold on the
Brahmans, and by making thankofferings. The astrologers
predicted, from the very favourable conjunction of the stars that
presided over the child’s nativity, that the prince would make the
whole earth wet with the blood of the enemies of his country,
the Muhammadans. Ha mmira (for that was the name bestowed
on the child) throve and grew up a strong and handsome boy.
He easily mastered the sciences, and soon grew an expert in the
art of war. When he attained a proper age, his father had him
married to seven beautiful wives.

Jaitrasingh had two other sons also, Surattrin a
and V irama, who were great warriors. Finding that his sons
were now able to relieve him of the burden of government,
Jaitrasingh oneday talked over the matter with Hamm i ra,
and, after giving him excellent advice as to how he was to be-
have, he gave over the charge of the state to him, and himself
went to live in the forest. This happened in Samvat 1330 (a.p.
1283).'*

Being endowed with the six gunas and the three daktis,
Hammiranow resolved to set out on a series of warlike ex-
peditions. The first place which he visited was Sarasapira,
the capital of Rija Arjuna. Here a battle was fought, in which
Arjuna was defeated and reduced to snbmission. Next the
prince marched on Gadhamandala, which saved itself by
paying tribute. From Gadhamandala Hammira advanced
upon Dhira. Here was reigning a Raja Bhoja, who, like
' his famous namesake, was the friend of poets. After defeating
Bhoja, the army arrived at Ujjain, where the elephants,

1+ The text runs as follows:—AdH TITIICIIACENR(AT  AEAISHIE |
drsaf (el &faled aysh sAaiTeTas fad |
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horses, and mem bathed in the clear waters of-the Kshiprd.
The prince also performed his ablutions in the river and paid his
devotions at the shrine of MahdkAla, In a grand procession
he then passed through the principal streets of the old city.
FromUjjain, Hammiramarched to Chitrakota(Chitod),
and ravaging M edap it a (Mewad), went on to Mount Abi

Though a follower of the Vedas, Hammira here worshipped
at the temple of Rishabha D& va,—for the great do not make
invidious distinctions. The king was also present at a recitation
in honour of Vastupil. He stayed for some days at the
hermitage of Vasishtha, and, bathing in the Mandakini,
paid his devotions toAchaldésSvara. IHere he was much
astonished at sceing the works which A rjuna had executed.

The king of A b 1t was a faraous warrior, but his prowess little
availed him at this juncture, and he was obliged to sabmit {o
Hammira,

Leaving Ab 0, the king arrived at Varddhanapura,
which city he piundered and despoiled. Changd met with the
same fate. Hence, by way of Ajmer, Hammira went to
Pushkara, where he paid his devotions to Adivariha
(the primeval boar). I'rom Pushkara the prince repaired
to Sikambhari. On the way the towns of Marhat i,
Khandilla, Chamdd, and Kiinkroli were plundered.
Tribhuvanéndra came to see him at KAnkroli, and
presented to him many rich gifts.

After having accomplished these brilliant exploits, Hammira
returned to his capital. The advent of the king cansed a great
commotion there. All the great officcrs of state, headed by
Dharmasingh, came out in procession to reccive their
victorious monarch.  The streets were lined by lovirg subjects

eager to get a glimpse of their king.

3 There is no town'‘of this name that Hammira could have ravaged on his
way to Sikamblhari. Thereis such a town as Medat4, on the borders of Mewdd.
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Some days after this, Hamm1ira inquired of his spiritual
guide, Visvarlipa,as to the cflicacy of the meritsarising from
the performance of a sacrifice called the Kofi-yajiie, and being
answered by the high priest that admittance into Svarga-loka
was secured by the performance of the sacrifice, the king ordered
that preparations should be made for the Kosiyajia. Accord-
ingly, learned Dralmans from all pavts of the country were
convened, and the sacrifice was completed according to the ordi-
nances laid down for its performance in the holy Sdstras. The
Brahmans were sumptuously feasted, and handsome dakshinas
were given to them. To crown all, the king now entered on the
Munitvrate, which he was to observe for an entire month.

While these things were taking placeat Ranathambhor,
many changes had occurred at D ehli, where ’Aldau'd-din was
now reigning. Apprised of what was passing at Ranathaib-
bh v, he commanded his younger brother Ulugh Khin'® to
take an army with him into the Chohédn conntry and tolay
it waste. “Jaitrasingh,” he said, “paid us tribute; but
this son of his not only does not pay the tribute, but takes every
opportunity of showing “the contempt in which he holds us.
Here is an opportunity to annihilate his power.” Thus com-
m‘anded, UlnghKhininvaded the Ranathambhorcountry
with an army of 80,000 horse. When this army reached the
Varnanidiriver, it was found that the roads which led into
the enemy’s country were not practicable for cavalry. Ulugh
Khin, therefore, encamped hcre for some days, burning and
destroying the villages in the ncighbourhood.,

Theking at Ranathambhor, not having yet completed
the Munivrata, was unable to take the field in person. He
therefore Uespatched his generals, Bhimasingh and Dhar-

masingh, to drive away the invaders. The king’s army came

18 Malik Maizzw’d-din Ulugh Khén, called *“ Aluf Rhan” by Briggs in his
translation of Firishtah,
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upon the invadess at a place on the Varnanasa, and gained
a decisive advantage over the eneiny, great numbers of whom
were killed. Contenting himself with the advantage thus gained,
Bhimasingh begantoretrace hissteps towards Ranatha m.
bhor, Ulugh Khin secretly following him with the main body
of his army. Now it so happened that the soldiers of Bhima-
#in gh, who had obtained immense booty, were anxious to carry
it home safely, and, in their anxiety to do this, they outstripped
their chief, who had around him only a small band of his personal
followers. When Bhimasin gh had thug gained the middle
of the Hindavat pass, in the pride of victory he ordered the
kettledrums and other musical instruments he had captured from
the enemy to be vigorously sounded. This act had an unforesecn
and disastrous consequence. Ulugh Khéan had ordered his
army to follow Bhimasinghin small detachments, and had
commanded them to fall on him wherever he should sound his
martial instruments, which they were to understand as the signal
of some great advantage gained over the enemy. WWhen the
detached parties, therefore, of the Muhammadans heard the sounc
of the nagdias, they poured into the pass from all sides, and
Ulugh Khan also coming up began to fight with Bhima-
singh. The Hindu general for a time nobly sustained the
unequal combat, but was at last wounded and killed. After
gaining this signal advantage over the enemy, Ulugh Khan
returned to Dehli.

Hammira, after the completion of the sacrifice, learnt
the details of the battle and of the death of his general
Bhimagingh, He upbraided Dharmasingh for desert-
ing Bhimasingh, and called him blind, as he could not see*
that Ulugh Khin was on the track. of the army. He also
called him impotent as he did not rush to the rescue of Bhima-
singh. Not contiont with thus upbraiding Dharmasingh,
the king ordered the offending general to be blinded and castrated.
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Dharmasingh was also superseded in the sommand of the
army by Bhoja Deva, a natural brother of the Réija, and a
sentence of banishment was passed npon him, but,at Bhoja’s
intercession, it was not carried out.

Dharmasingh, thus mutilated and disgraced, was bitterly
mortified at the treatment he had received at the king’s hands,
and resolved to be avenged. In pursuance of his determination,
he contracted an intimate friendship with one RAdhd Dévi, a
courtesan, who was a great favourite at court. RAdhi Dévi
kept her blind friend well acquainted every day as to what was
passing at court, One day it so happened that Radhi Dévi
returned home quite cross and dejected, and when her blind friend
asked her the cause of her low spirits, she answered that the
king had lost that day many horses of the wvedla discase, and
consequently paid little attention to her dancing and singing,
and that this state of things, i all probability, was likely to
continuc long. The blind man bade her be of good cheer, as
he would see ere long that all was right again. She was only to
take the opportunity of insinuating to the king that Dhar-
m a singh, if restored to his former post, would present the king
with twice the number of horses that had lately died. R a-
A4 Dévi played her part well, and the king, yielding to
avarice, restored Dharmasingh to his former post.

Dharmasingh thus restored, only thought of revenge. He
pandered to the king’s avarice, and by his oppression and exactions
reduced the rayats to a miserable condition and made them detest
their monarch. He spared no one from whom anything could
be got—horses, money, anything worth having. The king,
‘whose treasury he thus replenished, was much pleased with his
blind minister, who, flushed with success, now calledon Bhoja
to render an account of his department. Bhoja knew the
blind man grudged him his office, and going t8 the king he in-
formed him of all Dharmasingh’s schemes, and applied
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mira paid no attention to the representations of Bhoja,
telling him that as Dharmasingh was entrusted with full
powers, and could do whatever he thought proper, it was
necessary others should obey his orders. B ho ja, when he saw
that the king’s mind was turned from him, submitted to his
property being confiscated and brought into the king’s cofters
as ordered by Dharmasingh. Asin duty bound, however,
he still followed his chief wherever he went.  One day the king
went to pay his devotions at the temple of Vaijanith, and
secing Bhoja in his train, scornfully remarked to a courtier,
who stood by, that the earth was full of vile beings; but the
vilest creatnre on carth was the crow, who, though deprived of his
last feather hy the angry owl, still eling {o his habitation on the
old tree. Bho j a understood the intent of the remark, and that
it was levelled at him.  Deeply mortified, he returned home and
communicated his disgrace to his yonnger brother Pitam a.
The two brotlers now resolved to leave the country, and the
next day Bhoja went to Hammira and humbly prayed to
be allowed leave to undertake a pilgrimage to Baniras. The
king granted his request, adding that he might go to Banaras or
further if he chose, —that there was no danger of the town being
desevted on hisaccount. To thig insolent speech Bhoja made
no reply. He bowed and withdrew, and soon after started for
Banaras. The kiig was delighted at Blhoja D cva’s departure,
and he conferred the Kotwilship vacated by him on Ratipila.

When Bhoja reached Shir§a, he reflected on the sad turn
his affairs had taken, and resolved that the wanton insults heaped
upon him should not go unavenged. In this mind, with his
brother P itam a, he went to Yogin ipura, and there waited
upon’Aldw’'ddin. The Muhammadan chief was much pleased
with Bhoja’s arrival at his court. He treated him with dis-
tinguished honour, and bestowed wupon him the town and



03

territory of Jagara asa jahagir., Henceforth Pitama lived
here, and the other members of Bh oja’s family, while he himself
stayed at court. ’Aldvu’d-din’s object was to learn Ham-
m ira’s affairs, and he therefore lavished presents and lionours
on Bhoja, who gradually became entirely devoted to the interests
of his new master,

Convinced of B hoja’s devotion to his cause, *Alin’d-din onc
day asked him, in private, if there werc any easy and practicable
means of subduing Hammira. Bhojaangweved that it was no
casy matter to conquer Hammira, a king who was the terror
of the kingsof Kuntala, Madhyadeg§a (Central India), A -
gadesa and the far Kifichi—aking who was master of the
six gunds and the three Sekils, and who commanded a vast and
powerful army—a king whom all other kings feared and obeyed,
and who had a most valiant brother in Virama, the conqueror
of many princes—a king who was served by the fearless M o1~
golchiefs Mahimasihi and others, who, after defeating hig
brother, had defied ’Aldw’d-din himself. Not only had
Hammira able gencrals, said Bloja, bul they were all attach-
ed to him, Seduction wag mnpossible save in one quarter.
One man only had his price in the court of Hammira., What
a Dlast of wind was to a lamp, what the cloud was to the lotuscs,
what night was to the sun, what the company of women was
to an ascetic, what avarice was to all other qualities, that was
this one man to Hammir a—the sure cause of disgrace and
destruction. The present time, too, said Bhoja, was not ill
suited for an expedition against Hamm ira. There was a
bumper harvest this yearin the Chohan countryandif ’A 14 n’d-
din could but snatch it from the peasantry beforc it could be
stored awly he would induce them, ag they alrcady suffered from
the blind man’s tyranny, to forsake the causc of Hammira.

’Al4u'd-d in liked B hoja’s idea, and for§hwith commanded

Ulugh Khin to invade Hammira's country with an army of
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100,000 horse. ‘Ulugh Khin’s army now poured over the land
like an irresistible torrent,—the chiefs throngh whose territories
1t passed bending like reeds before it. The army thus reached
Hindavidt, when the news of its approach and intention was
carried to Hammira, Thereupon the Hindu king convened
a council, and deliberated on the course they had best adopt. It
was resolved that V irama and the rest of the eight great officers
of state should go and do battle with the enemy. Accordingly,
the king’s generals divided the army into eight divisions, and
fell on the Muhammadans from all the eight points of the
compass at once. Virama came from the east, and Mahim-
a84hi from the west. From the south advanced Jajadéva,
while Garbhartka advanced from the north. From the
south-east came Ratipdila, while Tichar Mongol directed
the attack from the north-west. Ranamalla came from the
north-east, while Vaichara chose the south west for his divec-
tion of attack. The Rijputs set to their work with vigour.
Some of them filled the enemy’s entrenchments with earth and
rubbish, while others set on fire the wooden fortification raised by
the Muhammadans. Others, again, cut the ropes of their tents.
The Muhammadans stood to their arms and vauntingly said they
would mow down the Réjputs like grass. Both sides fought
with desperate courage; but the Muhammadans at last gave
way before the repeated attacks of the Rijputs. Many of them,
therefore, left the field and fled for their lives. After a time their
example was followed by the whole of the Muhammadan army,
which fled ignominiously from the battlefield, leaving tho Rajputs
complecte masters of it.

When the battle was over, the modest Rijputs went over
the field to gather their dead and wounded. In this search they
obtained much booty and arms, elephants and horses. Some of
the enemy’s womea also fell into their hands. Ratipala
forced them Lo sell bubtermilk in every town they passed throngh.
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Hammira was exceedingly delighted at tM#e signal victory
over the enemy gained by his generals. He held a grand darbir
in honour of the event. In the darbir the king invested
Ratipala with a golden chain—comparing him, in his speech,
to the war clephant that had richly deserved the golden band.
All the other nobles and soldiers were also rewarded according
to their deserts, and graciously ordercd bhack to their respeciive
homes.

Allbut tho Mongol chiefsleft the presence. Hammira
observed this, and kindly asked them the reason of their lagging
behind. They answered that they were loth to sheathe their
swords and retire to their houses hefore they had chastised the
ungrateful B h o j a, who was enjoying himsclf in his jahigir at
Jagara., Onaccount of the relation in which he stood to the
king, said they, they had up to this time allowed Bhoja to
live; but he now no longer deserved this forbearance, as it was
at his instigation that the enemy had invaded the Rana-
thambhor territory. They therefore asked permission of the
king to march on Jagardand attack Bhoja. The king
granted the request, and at once the Mongols left the palace for
Jagara. They took the town by storm, and taking Pitama
ce:ptive, with many others, brought him back to Ranatham.
bhor.

Ulugh Khan after his discomfiture hastily retired to Dehli
and apprised his brother of what had happened. His brother
taxed him with cowardicd; but Ulugh Khin excused his
flight by representing that it was the only course open to him,
under the circumstances, which could enable him to have the
“pleasure of once more seeing his brother in this world, and have
another opportunity of fighting with the Choh#dn. Secarcely
had Ulugh Kh 4 n done with Lis excuses, whenin came Bhoj a,
red with anger. Ie spread the cloth whicl? he had worn as an
upper garment on the ground, and began to roll upon it as one
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possessed with ‘an evil spirit, muttering incoherently all the
while. ’Aldv’d:din was not a little annoyed at this strange
conduct, and inquired the reason ofit. B ho ja replied that it
would be difficult for him cver to forget the misfortune that
had overtaken him that day; for Mahim a§ & hi having paid a
visit to Jagard, had carried it by assault and dragged his
brother Pitama into captivity before Hammira., Well
myight people now, said Bho ja, point the finger of scorn at him,
and say, Here is the man who has lost his all in the hope of
getting more, Helpless and forlorn, he could not now trust
himself to lie on the earth, asit all belonged now to Hammira;
and he had therefore spread his garment, on which to roll 1n
grief which had deprived him of the power of standing.

Alrcady the fire of anger was kindicd in the breast of A lau’d-
din at the tale of the defeat his brother had sustained, and
Bhoja’s specech added fucl to the fire. Throwing to the ground,
in the vehemence of his feelings, the turban he had on, he said
Hammira's folly was like that of one who thought he could
tread npon the lion’s mane with impunity, and vowed he would
exterminate the whole race of the Chohins. Then at once he
despatched letters to the kings of various countries, calling upon
them to join him in & war against Hammira. The kings of
Anga,Telanga, Magadha, Maislr, Kalinga, Baiga,
Bhot,Medapit,Panchil;Bingil* Thamim Bhilla,
Nepil, Dahal, and some Himilayan chiefs, who also obeyed
the summons, brought their respective quotas to swell the invad-
ing army. Amongst this miscellaneous host there were some
who came on account of the love they bore to the goddess of war,
while others were there who had been drawn into the ranks of
the invaders by the love of plunder. Others, again, only came

to be spectators of the desperate fighting that was expected to

17 T spell these names as they are in the original.
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take place. There wassuch a thronging of elephants, horses,
chariots, and men that there was scarcely room for one to thrust
a grain of #ile amidst the crowd., With this mighty concourse,
the two brothers, Nusrat Khin and Ulugh Khin, started
for the Ranathambh or country.

'Aliv’d-din with a small retinue stayed behind with the
object of inspiring the Rijputs with a dread of the reserves that
must have necessarily remained with him, their king.

The numbers in the army were so great that they drank up
all the water of the rivers on the line of march. It was therefore
found necessary not to halt the army longer than a fow hours
in any one place. By forced marches, the two generals soon
reached the borders of the Ranathambhodr territory—an
event which gave risc to conflicting sentiments in the minds of
the invaders. Those that had taken no part in the late war
said victory was now cerfe:n, as 1t was impossible the Réijputs
should be able to withstand such troops as they were. The
veterans of the last campaign, however, took a different view
of the matter, and asked their more hopeful conrades to remember
that they were about to encounter Ham m ira’s army, and that,
tl:erefore, they should reserve their vaunting until the end of the
campaign.

When the pass was gained which was the sceneof Ulugh
K h 4 n’s discomfiture and disgrace, he advised his brother not to
place too much confidence in their power alone, but, as the place
was a difficult one, and Hammira’s army both strong and
efficient, to try stratagem by sending some one on to the court of
Hamm ira, there to try to while away some days in negotia-
tions about peace, while the army should safely cross the mountains
and take up a strategical position. NusratKhin yielded to
the superior experience of his brother, and Sri Molhana
D e v a was sent to propose the terms on whicl? the Muhammadans
would conclude a peace with Hammira. Pending negotiations,
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Hammira’s people allowed the invading army to cross the
dangerous pass unmolested. The Khan now posted his brother
on one side of the road known as the Man di Road, and he him-
self occupied the fort of Sri Mandapa. The forces of the
allied princes were stationed all round the tank of Jaitra
Sagara,

Noither party was sincere. The Muhammadans thought they
had artfully secured an advantageous position from whence to
commence their operations; whilst the Rajputs were of opinion
that the enemy had so far advanced into the interior that he
could not now possibly escape them.

The Khan’s ambassador at Ranathambh o r, admitted into
the fort by the king’s order, from what he saw there, was
inspired with a dread of Hammira’s power. However, he attend-
ed the darbir held to receive him, and, after the exchange of the
usual courtesies, boldly delivered himself of the message with
which he was charged. He said that he was deputed to the king’s
court as the envoy of Ulugh Khin and Nusrat Khin,
the two brothers of the celebrated ’A14u’d-d in; that he had
come there to impress on the king’s mind, if possible, the futility
of any vesistance that he could offer to so mighty a conqueror
as ’Al4wd-din, and to advise him to conclude a peace with his
chief. He offered to Hammira, as the conditions of peace,
the choice between paying down to hig chief a contribution of
one hundred thousand gold mokors, presenting him with four
elephants and three hundred horses, and giving his daughter in
marriage to ’Aldu’d-din; or the giving up to him the four in-
subordinate M o n g o1 chiefs, who, having excited the displeasure
of his master, were now living under the protection of the king.
The envoy added that if the king desired the enjoyment of his
power and kingdom in peace, he had the opportunity at hand of
securing his objeci by the adoption of either of these conditions,
which would equally secure to him the good graces and assistance
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of A 14 uv’d-din, a monarch who had destroyed ®ll his enemies,
who possessed numerous strong forts and well-furnished arsenals
and magazines, who had put to shame Mahideva himself by
capturing numerous impregnable forts, like Dévagadha,
whereas the fame of the god rests on the successful capture of the
fort of Tripura alone.

Hammira, who had listened with impatience to the ambas-
sador’s speech, was incensed at the insulting message delivered to
him, and said to Sri Molhana Deva that if he had not been
there in the capacity of an accredited envoy, the tongue with
which he uttered those vaunting insnlts should cre this have been
cut out. Not only did Hamm1 ra rvefuse to entertain either of
the conditions submitted by the envoy, but on his part he proposed
the acceptance by ’Aldu’d-din of as many sword-cuts as the
number of the gold wiohors, elephants, and horses ke had the
impudence to ask for, and told the envoy he would look upon
the refusal of this martial offer by the Muhammadan chief as
tantamount to his ("Aldun’d-din’s) feasting on pork. Without any
further ceremony, the envoy was driven from the presence.

The garrison of Ranathambhér now prepared for resisi-
ance. Officers of approved ability and bravery were told off to
defend various posts. Tents were pitched here and there on the
ramparts to protect the defenders from the rays of the sun. Oil
and resin were kept boiling in many places, ready to be poured
on the bodies of any of the assailants to scald them if they dared
come too near, and guns were mounted on suitable places. The
Muhammadan army, too, at last appeared before Ranathambhor.
A desperate struggle was carried on for some days. Nusrab
K h An was killed by a random shot in one of the engagements,'®
and, the monsoon having set in, Ulugh-Khin was obliged
to stop all further operations. He retired to some distance from

18 Elljot and Dowson’s History, vol. I1lL. p. 172.—Eb,
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the fort, and senifa despatch to A 14 v’d-d i n, informing him of
the critical sitnation he was in, He also sent him in a box
Nusrat Khin’s body for burial. Upon this intelﬁgence
reaching 'Alda u'd-din, he started at once for Rana-tham-
bhor. Arrived there, he immediately marched his army to the
gates of the fort and invested it.

Hammira, to mark his contempt of theso proceedings, had
caused to be raised, on many places over the v\;alls, flags of light
wickerwork. This was as much as to say that ’Aliv'd-din’s
advent bhefore the fort was not felt to be a burden to, or an
aggravation of, the sufferings of the Rajputs. The Muhammadan
chief at once saw that he had to deal with men of no ordinary
resolution and courage, and he sent a message to Hammira
saying he was greatly pleased with his bravery, and would be glad
to grant any request such a gallant cnemy might wish to malke.
Of course this was bidding in some way for peace. Hammira,
however, replied that as ’Aliu’d-din was pleased to grant anything
he might set his heart upon, nothing would gratify him so much
as fighting with him for two days, and this request he hoped would
be complied with. The Muhammadan chief praised very much
this demand, saying it did justice to his adversary’s courage,
and agreed to give him battle the next day. The contest that
ensued was furious and desperate in the last degree. During
these two days the Muhammadans lost no less than 85,000 men.
A truce of some few days being now agreed upon by both the
belligerents, fichting ceased for a time.

On one of these days the king had Ra4dh4 Dévi dancing
before him on the wall of the fort, while there was much company
round him. This woman, at stated and regular intervals, well
understood by those who understand music, purposcly turned her
back towards ’Aliu’d-din, who was sitting below in his tent not
far from the fort, tnd who could well see what was passing on the
fort wall. No wonder that he was incensed at this conduct, and
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indignantly asked those who were about him &f there was any
among his numerous followers who could, from that distaunce,
kill that woman with one arrow. One of the chiefs present
answered that he kunew one man only who could do this, and
that man was Uddanasingh, whom the king had in cap-
tivity. The capti\}c was at once released and brought before
Alaun’d-din, who commanded him to show his skill in archery
against the fair target. Uddina-singh did as he was bid,
and in an instant the fair form of the coartesan, being struck,
fell down headlong from the fort wall,

This incident roused the irc of Mahimasahi, who requested
permission of the king to be allowed to do the same service to
’Alaw’d-din that he had done to poor Radha Dévi. The
king replied that he well knew the extraordinary skill in archery
possessed by his friend, but that he was loth *Aldun’d-din should
be so killed, as his dcath woula deprive him of a valiant cnomny
with whom he could at pleasure hold passages of arms. M a him-
4 $4 hithen dropped the arrow ho had adjusted on his bowstving
on Uddinasingh,andkilled him. This feat of Mahima§ahi
so intimidated *Aldun’d-din that he at once removed s camp
from the eastern side of the lake to its western side, where there
was greater protection from such attacks.  When the camp was
removed, the Ridjputs were able to perceive that the enemy, by
working underground, had prepared mines, and had attempted
to throw over a part of the ditch a temporary bridge of wood
and grass carcfully covered over with carth. The Rijputs de-
stroyed this bridge with their cannon, and, pouring burning oil
into the mines, destroyed those that were working underground.
In this manner all ’Aliun’d-din’s cfforts to take the fort were
frustrated.® At the same time he was greatly harassed by the
rain, which now fell in torrents. He thereforo sent a message to
Hammira, asking him kindly to send over fp his camp Rati-

pala, as he desired very much to speak with him, with a view
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to an amicable suttlement of the differences subsisting between
them.

The king ordered Ratip dla to go and hear what ’Aldu’d-din
had to say. Ranamalla was jealous of Ratip 4la’s influcnce,
and did not at all like that he should have been chosen for tlus
scrvice. '

’Aldauw’d-din received Ratipila with extraordinary marks
of honour. Upon his entering the darbir tent, the Muhammadan
chicf rosc from his seat, and, embracing him, made him sit on
his own pédi, while he himself sat byhis side. He caused valuable
presents to be placed before Ratipiala, and also made pro-
miscs of further rewards. Ratipala was delighted with such
kind treatment. The wily Muhammadan, observing it, ordercd
the rest of the company to leave them alone. When they had
all left, he began to address Ratipala. “I am,” said he,
“’Aldaw’d-din, the king of the Muhammadans, and I bave up
to this time stormed and carried hundreds of fortresses. But itis
impossible for me to carry Ranathambhor by force of arms.
My object in investing this fort is simply to get the fame of its
capturc. I hope now (as you have condescended to see me) I
shall gain my object, and I may trust you for a little help in the
fulfilment of my desire. I do not wish for any more kingdomsg
and forts for myself. When I take this forf, what better can I
do than bestow it on a friend like you? My only happiness will
be the fame of its capture.” With blandishments such as thesc,
Ratipalawas won over, and he gave ’Alidvn’d-d In to under-
stand so. Therenpon ’Alau’d-din, to make his game doubly sure,
took Ratipala into his Zarem, and there left him to eat and
drink in private with his youngest sistcr.'” Thisdone, Ratipala
left the Mubhammadan camp and came back into the fort.

1At first sight this statement might seem to be a fancy of the aunthor
iutended to blacken the character of the victor. But we read that such things
were quite possible in the tribe to which the conqueror belonged. A slipper at
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Ratipila wasthus gainedover by *Ald wdin. Therefore,
when he saw the king, he did not give him a true account of what
he had seen in the Muhammadan camp, and of what *Alin’d-din
had said to him. Instead of representing” A14 nw’d-din’s power
as fairly broken by the repeated and vigorous attacks of the
Réijputs, and he himself as willing to retirc npon a nominal
surrender of the fort, he represented him as not only bent upon
exacting the most humiliating marks of submission on the part of
the king, but as having it in his power to make good his threats.
’Alau’d-din confessed, said Ratipdla, that the Rajputs had
succeeded in killing some of his soldicrs ; but that mattered little,
for 1o one could look upon the centipede as lame for the loss of a
foot or two. Under thesc circumstances he advised Hammira
to callupon R anam alla inperson that night, and persuade him
to do s best in repelling the assailants; for Ranamalla, said
the traitor R atipdla, wasan uncommon warrior, but that he did
not, it appeared, use his utmost endeavours in chastising the enemy
as he was offended with the king for something or other. The
king’s visit, alleged Ratipala, would make matters all right
again. .

.Aftcr this interview with the king, Ratipila hastened to sce
Ranamalla, and there, as if to oblige and save from utter
destruction an old comrade and associate, mformed him that, for
some unknown reason, the king’s mind was greatly prejudiced
against him, and he advised him to go over to the enemy on the
first alaym ; for he said Ham m 1 ra had resolved to make him a
prisoner that very night. He also told him the hour at which he
might expect to be visited by the king for this purpose. Having
‘done this, Ratipala quietly waited to sec the issuc of the

. . | . N
nmischicf he had so industriously sown.

the door of his wife’s room is a sign well understood by a.husband n this tribe,
at sight of which he immediately takes care to retive from the hounse. See Tod,

vol. I. p. 506.
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¢ .
A . .
Virama, the brother of Hammira, was with hun when

Ratipala paid him the visit, and he expressed his belief to his
brother that Ratipila had not spoken the truth, but had been
seduced from his allegiance by the enemy. He said he could smell
hguor when Ratipidla wasspeaking, and a drunken man was
not to be believed,  Pride of birth, generosity, discernment, shame,
loyalty, love of truth and cleanliness, were qualities, said V ira ma,
that were not to be expected to be the possessions of those that
drink. In order to stop the further progress of sedition among
his people, he advised his brother to put Ratipala to death.
But the king objected to this proposal, saying that his fort was
strong enough to resist the enemy under any circnmstances ; and
if by any unforeseen aceident, it should fall into the hands of the
cnemy after he had killed Ratipila, people wonld moralize on

the event, and attribute their fall to their wickedness in putting

to death an innocent man.

In the meantime, RatipAla caused a rumour to be spread n
the king’s Ranawis that 'Aliw’d-din only asked for the hand of the
king's daughter, and that he was ready to conclude a peace if hig
desires in this respect were granted, as he wanted nothing else.
Hereupon the king’s wivesinduced his danghter to go to her fathor
and cxpress her willingness to bestow her hand on ’Aldw’d-din,
The girl went where her father was sitting, and implored him to
give her to the Muhammadan, to save himself and his kingdom,
She said she was as a piece of worthless glass, whilst her father's
life and kingdom were like the chintdmani, or the wigh-granting
philosopher’s stone; and she solicited him to cast her away to
retain them,

The king’s feclings quite overcame him as the innoeent girl,
with clasped hands, thus spoke to him. He told her she was
a mere child, and was not to be blamed for what she had boen
taught to speak.” But he knew not what punishment they de-
rerved who had the impradence to put sueh ideas into hey innocent
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head. Tt did nof, said he, become a Rijput to mutilate females;
else he should have cut out the tongues of those that uttered
such blasphemy in his fair daughter’s ears. “Child,” said
Hammira, “you are yct too young to nnderstand these matters, und
there is not much use in my explaining them to you. But to
give you away to the unclean Mubammadan, to enjoy life, is
to me as loathsome as prolonging existence by living on my own
flesh. Such a connection would bring disgrace on the fair name
of our house, would destroy all hopes of salvation, and embitter
our last daysin this world. I will rather die ten thousand deaths
“than live a life of such infamy.” e ceased, and ordered his
daughter, kindly but firmly, to her chamber.

The unsuspecting king then prepared to go, in the dusk of the
evening, to Ranamalla’s quarters,im order to remove his
doubts, as advised by Ratipila. The king was bub shghtly
attended. When, however, he approached Rlanamalla’s
uarters, the latter remembered what Ratipila had said to him,
and, thinking his imprisonment was mcvitable if he stopped there
any longer, precipitately left the fort with his party and went over
to ’Alin’d-din. Seeing this, Ratipila also did the same.

"[‘he king, thus deceived and bewildered, came back to the
palace, and sending for the Kothari (the officer in charge of the
royal granaries) inquired of him as to the state of the stores, and
how long they would hold ouf. The Kothari, fearing the loss
of his influence, if he were to tell the truth to the king at that
time, falsely answered that the stores would suffice to hold out
for a considerable time. DBut scarcely had this oflficer turned his
hack when it became gencrally known that therc was no more
sorn in the state granaries. Upon the news reaching the king’s
ears, he ordered Virama to put the false Kothiri to death, and
to throw all the wealth he possessed into the lake of Padma
Sagar,

Harassed with the numerous trials of that day, the king in
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utter exhaustion‘threw himself on his bed. But his cyes were
strangers to sleep that dreadful night. It was too much for him
to bear the sight of those whom he had treated with more than
a brother’s affection, one by one, abjure themselves and leave
him alone to his fate. When the morning came, he performed
his devotiong, and came and sat in the darbir hall, sadly musing
on the critical situation. He thought that, as his own Rajputs
had left him, no faith could be placed in Mahima$ahi, at onco
a Muhammadan and an alien. While in this mood, he sent for
Mahima$ihi, and said to him that, as a true Rijput, it was his
duty to die in the defence of his kingdom; but he was of opinion
it was improper that people who were not of his race should
also losc their lives for him in this struggle, and therefore now
it was his wish that Mahimasihi should name to him
some place of safety where he could retire with his family, and
thither he would see him escorted safcly.

Struck by the king’s generosity, M ahima§ & b, without giving
any reply, went back to his house, and there put to the
sword all the inmates of his zanina, and returning to Hammira
said that his wife and children were ready to start off), but that
the former insisted on once more looking upon the face of the
king, to whose favour andkindness the family had owed so long
their protection and happiness. The king acceded to this request,
and, accompanied by his brother Virama, went to Mahim a-
§dhi’s house. Dut what was his sorrow and surprise when he
saw the slaughter in the house! The king embraced M ahim a-
§ahi and began to weep like a child. He blamed himsclf for
having asked him to go away, and knew not how to repay such
extraordinary devotion. Slowly, thercfore, he came back to the'
palace, and, giving up everything for lost, told his people that thoy
were free to act as they should think proper. As for himsclf, he
was prepared to dic -charging the enemy. In preparation for

this, the females ol his family, headed by Ranga 1) & v i, perished



on the funcral pile.  When the king's danghter fepared to ageend
the pile, her father was overcome with grief. e embraced her
and refused to separate.  She, however, extricated herself from
the paternal embrace, and passed throngh the fiery ordeal. - When
there remained nothing but a heap of ashes, the sole remains
of the fair and faithful Chobinis, Hammira performed the
funcral ceremonies for the dead, and cooled their manes with
a last ovation of the fildnjult. He then, with the remaing of
his faithful army, sallicd out of the fort and fell upon the enemy.
A deadly hand-to-hand struggleensued. Virama fell first in the
thickest of the battle; then Mahima§dhi was shot through the
heart. JdJ‘I Gangadhar Tak, and Kshetrasingl
Paramara followed them. [Lastly fell the mighty ITam.
w ira, picreed with a hundred shafts,  Disdaining to fall with
anything like life into the enemy’s hands, he severed, with one
last cffort, his head from his body with his own hands, and
so terminated his existence. Thus fell Hamm 1ra, the last of the
Chohiins! This sad cvent happened in the 18th year of i

reign, in the month of Srivana.* .

20 The Tditkh-i ALz of Amir Khusrd gives the date as 3rd Zi-1 Ka'da a1 70
(Jdy 1301 A.l).), the siege hegan in Rajab, four months previously.~Elliof
and Dowson's History, vol, LIL pp. 75, 179, 519,
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