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PREFACE.

There appear to be no works on literary criticism
m Sanskrit language coming up to medern taste and
requirements. It is true that rhe well-known rhetori-
cians like Dandin, Vamana, Kshemendraand Mammata
have shown the method of judging the faults and ex-
«ellences of genuine poetry (Kavyam) with the subtle-
ty, acumen and precision of a mind trained in the
schools of Gautama, Kanada or Panini.  The catego-
rical definitions and random illnstrations of the merit
and demerit of ideas and expressions do not satisfy the
«ravings of a modern mind, which seeks solace and
pleasure in the poetical productions of gennine poets
fike Kalidasa. There haye been no attempts to
review any of the Kavyams as a whole, to delineate
the taste and favourite ideas of the poeis and to exa-
mine the propriety of the similes and expressions in a
comparative and critical method. This work is an
attempt to supply the want and I leave it to scholars
to judge how far the same answers to the ideal set
ahove,

“There might be differences of views in reganrd to

<ome of my opinions, s<nggestions and interpretations
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of the author’s ideas. I do not pretend that my views
ought to be accepted as conclusive; but few scholars
will deny that these ideas and aspeects of the questions

have the advantage of setting the pandits think in «
groove, to which their minds have not beenaccustomed.

Even the Western scholars who devote their life-
time and energy to the study of: Sanskrit works are
mostly carried away by their love of fixing the chrono-
logy of the works from sifting ‘internal and external
evidence and of building up the history of ancient
India and do not attempt to create a taste for the study
of poetical works in Sanskrit by means of literary art
critici=m in the way in which Gervinus or Dowden
had doune with reference to Shakespeare’s works. |
not uumindful of the services rendered to Sanskrit Ly
the Western savants or of the utility of the historical
and compurative method of study of the langnage and
literature inaugurated by, them; but these works cau-
not be considered complete unless the art eriticism ix
also developed with reference to Sauskrit works.  The
former trains the mind: while the latter refreshes it.
Thus it wonld appear that my work is the fiest of its
kind.

It iélmy object in these few pages to':lttempt at u
critical study of Raghuvamsa. [n building up a de-
tailed review of the cantos. 1 have also attempted to
answer the questions like—
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(@) - What was the object of Kalidasa in naming

the family after Raghu in preference to
the sun, the Vaivaswata Manuor Rama;

(b)) What again was his reason in fixing the
" ‘number of cantos at nineteen;

(¢) . How the work satisfies men of difierent tastes
and in what the excellences of this work
consist:

(7) How the similes indicate the different frames
of the poet’s mind in writing the several
cantos;

(¢) Whether the author was influenced by the
. artificial style of the rhetoricians:

(f) How his appropriate similes and modes of
expressions indicate the human and divine
ideals set by him in the delineation of his
heroes like Raghu and Rama:

ty, What were the circumstances under which
" the poet rejects the authority of Valmiki
in regard to the geneology of Raghu's
family: .
(k) What appears to be his idea of religion as
- <. propounded from stray passages in the
work as well as his geographical knowledge;

These questions are likely to interest the readers.
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.- The wap appended to  the book is intended to illus-
trate the route of Raghu as deseribed by the poet in
Canto I'V as well as the kingdoms mentioned in the
other cantos. The route marked as well as the king-
doms identified may or may not be absolutely accurate,
but the Pandit (ignorant of English) may find it in-
teresting and gather an idea of the shape and size of
India with its geographical position of the well known
rivers and mountains.

It is possible that Kalidasa owed his conception of
Raghu’s conquest to the description of Samudragupta’s
travels, but a comparison of the details in the two con-
quests would show that this is only a possibility.

Lt is my earnest desire that the Oriental savants will
help me with their suggestions for improving or modi-
fying any of the views expressed in this little volume,
should they happen to possess facts or argurents to
advance against the opinions or interpretations pro-
pounded by me.

My thanks are due to Vidwan R. V. Krishnama-
chariar, for the help he has rendered in correcting the
proofs and to the printers for the neat style in which
they have brought out the work.

29?}{ ‘MD:: \0,. } R. Krishnamachariar.



INTRODUCTION.

- Mr. Krishnamachaviar has asked me to write a few
lines by way of introduction to the following pages.
His qualifications for the task he has set hefore him-
self are high and the way in which he has performed
it reflects credit on his Sanskrit scholarship,his critical
acumen and felicity of language. He has chosen the
somewhat novel field of literary criticism of Sanskrit
works. We have annotations and commentaries in
plenty upon the more or less celebrated Koryes.. The
writers are mere expositors of the meanings of words
and phrases and of grammatical or other peculiarities.
They rarely deviate into the more difficult field of cri-
ticism of poetic beauty, the description of scenes, the
delineations of character and the weaving of the plot.
Except occasional hints thrown out in the course of
verbal annotations, they never depart from their time-
honoured practice and try to seize the secret of the
poet’s power of blending literary expression with the
fine frenzy of the imagination. Mr. Krishnamachariar
has endeavoured to set an example to the world of pre-
sent-day Pandits in the art of true criticism in the
field of Sanskrit literature. He has called vo his aid
the tase and enlture he has acquired by the study of
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the masters of literary criticism in English literature.
The first poet he has selected for the illusttation of
the modern method of. examination of the faults and
beauties of poetic composition, is the great Kalidasa,
the best known and the most widely appreciated after
the authors of the great epics. The work that he has.
chosen is the Raghuvamsa, among the finest of the
productions of the author’s genius. He has subjected
the nineteen cantos of this masterpiece to a detailed
review with reference to the characters,scenes and inci-
dents, the poet’s magic power of calling up most teu-
der and lovely associations by suggestive words and
ph‘raseé, his supremely happy similes and his liquid
sweetness of diction. [t is impossible tovsay that Mr.
Krishuamachariar is always happy in his many inge-
nious suggestions: it is not wnlikely that Pandits and
scholars and even the appreciative average stu-
dent of Sanskrit literature might' differ from him as
regards some of the hidden beauties he discovers.
Amidst so much that is suggestive aud subtle and re-
freshing, it is no wonder that he has sometimes been
led away by the excess of the fertility of his own con-
ceptions. '

Mr. Krishnamachariar writes a chariming "~ style.
There is o little genuine prose in Sanskrit that Mr.
Krishnamachariar cannot be said to have any models
for the happy ~grouping of words ‘and phrases which
flow from the tip of his pen. It is unfortunate that
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prose has not had its natural development in the Sans-
krit language.  Prose-composition has had a long
career, but its development has been very early arves:
ted. At the present day, we have, handed down to us
only the poetic prose¢ of Subandhu and Harsha and
Bana and Dandi loaded with highly artificial meta-
phors and ‘similes and intolerable - verbal ¢onceits.
Prose began in Sanskrit in the simple sacrificial rules
of the Brahmanas. A later day ushered in the terse,
direct, and almost inspiving utterance of the Upuni-
shads. The language of the Upanishads is sometimes
poetic, but it is the poetry of Sublime thought and of
soul-enrapturing visions.. Except when it begins to
be mystic aud then unintelligible, Upanishadic prose
runs smooth and clear.

The prose dialogues in the dramas of Kalidasa, short
as they generally arve, show the possibilities of tue
language in the clear and happy combination of seunse
and expression. Theu followed an ‘age, often regarded
as the Augustan period of Sanskrit literature, when the:
rhapsodical and extravagantly alliterative prose of ‘the
writers | have named, almost disfigured Sanskrit liter-
ature. Prose indeed was handled and of a high order
by the great Commentators of the Vedanta and other
systems ot philosophies, but it iz of a highlv technical
character, overlaid with the intricacies of the particilar
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branch of science - or philosophy, often packed with
thought of an abstruse description, but it can never
lay claim to be ealled Literature. Sankara holds a
high place among the masters of what 1 may be per-
mitted to call “Sastraic prose.” But in the very nature
of things it is impossible to look for literature in the
handling of subtle metaphysical arguments. Mr.
Krishnamachariar has shown that it is possible for the
present-day  writer in a dead language to combine
gracefulness of style with the expression of novel ideas
and the charm of figurative language. One cannot
however resist the suspicion that the love of literary
expression has sometimes betrayed the author into the
pronouncing of judgments which cannot stand the test
of a close critical diserimination. He has not been
able to wean himself from the hyperbolical style of
Sanskrit composition.

It is often found necessary by inferior writers to
vover poverty of thought by inflated expression. I do
notisuppose that I shall be mistaken to insinuate such
a charge against Mr. Krishnamachariar. He has done
good service to the Sanskrit-reading public and to the
large majority of Pandits by setting before them a
fine model of Sanskrit composition to appreciate and
emulate. He has also opened up a new prospect to
the Pandit of appreciation and enjoyment of the works
of the masters of Sanskrit. literature by a critical ex-
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amination of the canons of true poetry and the extent
to which the classical poetsof India have tapped the
springs of literary enjoyment in the delineation of
scenes and - characters, human passions and the
beauties of nature. Mr. Krishuamachariar's best re-
ward will be when he succeeds in inducing some out of
the large number of those who delight in the study
of Sanskrit literature to follow in his wake.

V. Krishnaswamy Iyer..

«
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